
THE VARSITY.

THE FUTURE IS BETTER TItAN TIIE PAST.

Not whcre long passed iges sleep,
Seek we Eden's golden trees

In the futlure foled Lleelp

Are ils înysic harnionies,

MI) beforc us lies thie way,

Give the past unto the wind
AIl before us is the dIay,

Night and darkn(ss are belîfoci.

lIen, wiffh ils angels bold,
Lovc anul floWcrs, and coolest sea,

LI; not ancient story tolil
But a gîûxvifg prop>licy.

ELT/A TiIAER C Ail'.

AN ESSAY ON 'HIONET"ICS.%

WE have received from MIr. M. L.. Rouse, an English barrister

at present resident in this city, a copy of lus essay on the Niemier

and Na/arýe of Ille Vaoel Sazends. In il the author gives a res inné

of the systems of Helmholtz, XValker, Isaac Jitman, Webster,

Nuitaîl, and other dictionaiy makers, and gives a table of the

vowel sounds used. in the Englisb, German, French and Italian

languages. From this table we find that the -Italian possesses

twelve simple vowcls and one dipbtbong ;French, fifteen simple

vowels and tbree diphthongs ;Englisb, thirteen and five respec-

tively ;and German, ther- full sixteen and five, besides one tripli-

thong.

Mr. Rouse sutes that the ohject of his essay is " to make a

comiplete table for aIl the vowels and vowel comnpounds uttered by

the ditierent rations of the world." The result be bas arrived at is

given in the table wve have referred to, but svbich is ton extensive

to be reproduced here. The anîluor aIso draws attention to " the

strange fact that miary nations dwelling far apart and speaking

tongues very unlike each other, possess certain inteuj ections in

coiniicon. Thus tluc English, the French, the German, the Hin-

doo5, and the japaneý.e use oh/s to express surprise, and ah ! or

ach .' te betoken sorrow ;tIse Eng-lish, the French and the japanese

use e/i .' tus enforce a question ;and while the boys of England use

awv! to show, extreme wonder, tIse men of Japan have recourse to

awee,! for the same purpose. 'Mr. Rouise regards this, flot without

an apparent show of reason, as a remnant of a language that the

peoples of the earth had in cominon before they were dispersed at

the building of Babel, and which tbey were suffered 10 retain as

,evidence of îl 1eir comnmunity cf speech.' Mr. Rouse makes a dis-

,covery whicli, if notbing else, is certainly a strange coincidence.

He gives a list of the eight long, simple vowels which be maintains

occur in English, viz. :aa (boomn), a/i (inote), aw (dawn), a/h (path),
is(r) (humn), ehi (age), ii and ee 'keen). lIe then shows that c'each

of these long simple vowel sounds is used in Fnglish as an inter-

jection with a distinctive meaning (albeit sometimes with the help

of a gutteral attached t0 it)." The list is as follows:
0og/u expresses

au'

eh.

eegh!

anger
surprise

mwondler
s( rrow
CI isgrîst

inquiry
contempt

* The Num'ber anîd Natulre (f th#~ Vo7vel Solind : by Martin Luther
Rouse or the Englisli lar.. Turonto; . owse,îl L" Htilehison.

The essay is necessarily somewbat teclinical in its nature, and
reeluires t0 be carefully read. We understand, however, that 'Mr
Rouse will lecture before the Modemn Language Clob, on " M115ic
in Speech," at its next meeting, and those interested in this inPOt

tant stndy should take the oppomtunity of hearing the authOr Cv

pound bis theory on this and kindred subjects.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE Y. M. C. A.

7oltue Edlitar af THE VARsI'1v

SI R,-There are few, 1 venture to think, who will be so faflatical

as to deny that certain amusements would be harmless inl thern

selves were it flot for their associations and surrounidingS. The

two amusements which have been especially placed under the bal,
are card-playing and billiards. Now, neither of these would be

tabooed were it flot that the only public places in which a taSte for
either can be gratified are such places as should be avoided by re-

spectable people ; places in which special temptations for ganibli1 1

and drinking are afforded. But much of the force of sucb objec-

tions would be neutralized if opportunities for the playing of either

of these games wvere given in which neither of the two evils comn
plained of were tolerated ;and lawvs against their infriligernent
framéd and rigidly enforced. Now, wvhat more practical proof Of a
liberal-minded desire to do a most positive good, and to redeeli

two most scientific and fascinating forms of amusement fronm the
ban under which they have so long and so unjustly beefi piacedt

could the Y. M. C. A. authGrities have than to allow the use Of a

roomn in their new building-and 1 take it they have one or tWo t0
spare-where there ganses could lie indulged in by undergradu.

ates without the attendant evils which ruin and dedauch s0 mnaflY?

0f course it is understood that those wishing to play these ganteCs
provide the requisites and hire the room at a low rental. I nay
add, by way of precedent, that in a Roman Catholic College Iin the
United States there is a flourishing billiard association, 0 f wblch al
reverend father is President. 1 write this in good faith and seri,
ously, boping for a reply. For the present 1 will sign myseif,

cu..

AMATEUR THEATRICALS.

Ta the Ei/atr aJ THE VARSI'rv
Si R, Most of us (in the opinion of a late wvriter>, at one til 0'

another in our lives, have felt the cbarm of an actor's life, as w

were free to fancy il, wvell-nigh irresistible. One may spen d a
very pleasant haîf-hour imagfining one's self a great actor,-for Wh0

would needlessly fancy himself a small one ? I do not,ho

ever, wish to lie understood as insinuating that it is by revf ries

such as these that the Modern Language Club bas been led tO the
desire of acting a play. The idea, I feel sure, is one that

rneet with great favour. A play miglit very well lie produced a

the Conversazione, in the mathemnatical lecture room. 'lhe cost o

moufltillg it well on the stage would flot lie great, and it wOld b
one of the most attractive entertainments of the enering.
uinderstand that the Club bas been considering the adviabiliY 0
acting, in French, one of Molière's comedies. It seemis tO nie tba
the members of the Club could flot do better than choose an eflgf

lish comedy, since theý' seetr t0 have a becoming diflidenice Of

their ability to act plays or scenes from Shakespeare. a ider

suggest " She Stoops to Conquer." There is, however, aw
field for choice. Our d a ai te tu -f w Americans nia
be permitted to speak of it s0 is our greatest literature.'4I
the thing we have donc best."

b ~AN OUTSDEP
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