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868 they’re just trying the scripture plan o’ hapin coals o’ fire
on your head.” He then goes on to tell the doctor that they
are doing this because he has been neglecting his patients
3nd allowing them to die without trying to save them. Of
course the doctor knows that “ Jamie ” has taken refugein a
Subterfuge, and says to him, “ Ye hae a gude hart ‘Jamie,” a
Tale g“dﬂ hart.” The same critic says that Mr. Watson’s
E_tlbhos.xs cheap and very unreal, and endeavours to substan-
late his statement by reference to the affecting scenes be-
Ween ¢ Drumseugh ” and « Weellum Maclure.”
to owever, the arguments of the critic have been proved
; be worthless. A gentleman of the name of Wm. Menzies,
“’_Hfg_ in Wilkesbarre, Pa., has refuted the Saturday Review
“Titicism, He claims to have been born in Drumtochty, and
ch ave been baptized and brought up in Mr. Watson’s
“"(ih- He bears testimony to the truth of *“Tan Mac-
a’:“en.s ” work, and assures the critic that there were, and
6 1n .Drumtochby, ““real human beings ” such as “ Drum-
%ugh” and « Maclure.” .
tio A writer in the Sunday Magazine gives a vivid descrip-
is R of a visit that he paid to Drumtochty, and what he says
At‘"‘fgher testimony of the truthfulness of Mr. Watson’s work.
\b Kildrummie station he found that “Peter” was still at
f&: Post. At Drumtochty he saw the “ Auld Kirk,” and not
. from it the “ Free Kirk.” He gives an interesting
seoount of interviews that he had with different persons.
ane old woman, with whom he conversed, had lived in the
en for seventy years and had never been ten miles from
i:“"‘f’- She had read the ¢ Bonnie Brier Bush,” and thought
rale like the thing,” only he “micht hae pit them in
eir ain names.”
N 0{16 of the leading farmers of the Glen, to whom he
Poke iy reference to the book, said that most of the charac-
8 ‘Were ‘‘ gey mixed up.” They had never had a dottor such
u * Weellum Maclure,” but some of his characteristics
h:.f have been taken from a worthy of theirs. There
hag poon & student like George Howe, and one of their boys
chy, ecome a professor in New Zealand, He knew of many
wh 'actqrs like ¢ Jamie Soutar,” who felt shame the greatest
"Pen discovered doing acts of kindness. He remembered
begosty " and ““Donald Menzies ” well, and the latter had
than one of hig best friends. He said that there was more
be 1 one person in the Glen as good and as true as “ Burn-
!‘e:e ad ever been. Is not that proof enough as to the
8lity of Mr. Watson’s characters !

A word as to the books that have most impressed Mr.
hi:‘tsf)n. The first author to make any great impression on
wﬁ:‘?md, was that man who has done so‘much to mould th((ia
Ma.t:;ngs of the present day—Walter Scott, Carlyle an
See] E‘eW Arnold influenced him in a later stage in life ; but
an Y8 “Eece Homo ” probabl, influenced him far more than

Y other book.

writer in MecClure’s Magazine for October, traces a
chg resemblance between Watson and Kingsley. Ina
“(}nt article on * Gladstone ” Mr. Stead compares the two
thera‘nd Old Men,” Li Hung Chang and Gladstone, ’and says
oldy ate both alike in one respect, at least—they’re both
N And so Kingsley and Watson may be said to be alike
Poinl;e respect—they’re both preachers. But there are more
Rive 8 of resemblance between them. Kingsley ‘:‘umed to
Tay 18 & type of English virtue, as he himself says, ¢ at once
ul and godly, practical and enthusiastic, 'p'rudent‘: and
el;,s?‘criﬁcing'” Mr, Watson has had a similar aim 1in
Ong bing of Scoteh character. They both appear to have the
ang sPreme object—that of working the will of the Masglzr
in ]i;)f Imbuing in men a love of all that is good and nol g
lxnfs' I have no doubt that the words of Leig
hi’ﬂf 18 “Abou Ben Adhem ”: « Write me as one _who lo;;ez
Sith, . 10w-men’n would be the most appropriate epitaph tha

°r could have, tun aniimal
Sape s - Watson, T think, i« a great lover of dumb animals,
ingesclauy of horses and dogs. T have only reason for th}llt-ll;l-

he'g © because of ghe very tender and pathetic way i W dxc
“ndpeaks of them. «No man knows what a horse or & cog
atands and feels, for God hath not given them our
lug 3 52Ys Mr. Watson, referring to the action f)f « Weel-
Anq aclure’s » horse, * Jess,” after the death of its mast(;lr.
Votery, (o8 the remark he puts into the mouth of the
Rorg, "8Ty surgeon : “ (iin she were a Christian m’s,tead o a
M)’e micht say she was dying o’ a broken har®. vion
by o Watson’s orchodoxy has been called into questi

MY erities, They charge him with not interpreting
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correctly the teaching of the church and Sabbath school,
although his sermons are admitted to be perfectly orthodox.
The two principal charges are—first, that he admitted Dr.
Maclure never went to church ; and not only excused, but
commended him for it. And, second, that he allowed the
people to cheer the doctor on the Sabbath. This is spoken
of us moral depravity. But who, even the most orthodox,
had he been present that Sabbath day in the churchyard,
would not have cheered the noble man as he passed by
No better reply to these hypercritical individuals can be
given than by quoting Mr. Watson’s very own words as de-
livered through John’s aunt in ¢ His Mother’s Sermon,” and
which, I doubt not, express his own sentiments. To John’s
question : *‘ Are you afraid of my theology !” she replies,
‘“ No, John, it’s no that, laddie, for I ken ye'll say what ye
believe to be true without fear o’ man.” And thisis the stand
that Mr. Watson takes with regard to his own actions. He
says what he believes to be true and fears no man-—not even
the critics. W. R. Drynan.

*
* *

John Galt as o Novelist.*—I1.

OLLOWING the ** Annals,” and in the same year, Galt

published ¢ The Ayrshire Legatees,” which had already
This charm-

ing book is in the form of a series of letters to and from an
Ayrshire minister and his family, who, having come unex-
pectedly into a fortune, go up to London pending its settle-
ment. In none of Galt’s books does he display a keener
sense of humour and a happier vein than in the Legatees.
The revealing of the changed condition in life of his fortu-
nate heroes, their gradual adaptation to the privileges of
wealth, the studied preservation of their simple characters,
are estimated with the delicate humour that is indescribable.
The descriptions of London life at a period of great historic
interest by keen observers alive to the novelties of a new
world, the quaint reflections on the manners of polite society,
and the minute relation of the various people and pleasures
of town are given with a clearness that is most captivating.
In contrast, we have the weekly budget of small affairs
from Ayrshire with the details of social life and parish
work. The pleasures of London soon weary the minister,
and his return to Ayrshire to resign his charge and to
settle amongst his people, is made the subject of one of Galt’s
brightest pictures.

¢ The season was far advanced, but the sun shone at his setting
with a glorious composure, and the birds in the hedges and on the
boughs were again gladdened into song. The leaves had fallen
thickly, and the stubble-fields were bare, but Autumn, in a many-
coloured tartan plaid, was seen still walking with matronly compos-
ure in the woodlands along the brow of the neighbouring hills.

¢ About half-past four o’clock a movement was seen among the
callans at tho Braehead, and a shout announced that a carriage was
in sight. It was answered by a murmuring response of satistaction
from the whole village. 1In the course of a few minutes the carriage
reached the turnpike : it was of the darkest green aud the gravest
fashion ; a large trunk covered with Russian matting and fastened on
with cords, prevented from chafing it by knots of straw rope, occu-
pied the front ; behind, another two were fixed in the same manuer,
the lesser, of course, uppermost; a peep beyond a pile of light
bundles and band-boxes that occupied a large portion of the interior,
the blithe faces of the Doctor and Mrs. Pringle were discovered. The
boys huzzaed, the Doctor flung them penny-pieces and the mistress
bawbees.

“¢ As the carriage drove along, the old men on the dyke stood up
and reverently took off their hats and bonnets, The weaver-lads
yazed with a melancholy smile ; the lassies on the carts clapped their

ands for joy ; the women on both sides of the street acknowledged
the recognizing nods; while all the village dogs, surprised by the
sound of chariot-wheels, came baying and barking forth and sent off
the cats that were so doucely (sedately) sitting on the window-sills,
clambering and scamporing over the roofs in terror of their lives.

““ When the carriage reached the manse door, Mr. Snodgrass,
the two ladies, with Mr. Micklewham, and all the elders, except
Mr. Craig, were there ready to receive the travellers, But over this
joy of welcoming we must draw a veil ; for the first thing the Doctor
did on entering the parlor, and before sitting down, was to veturn
thanks for his safe restoration to his home and people.”

The success of the *“Annals” and *“The Agyrshire
Legatees ” was followed in 1822 by *“The Provost,” which
marked a distinct advance in Galt’s power of depicting
character. The “ Annals” had presented a view of life and
expressed sentiments and observations from the standpoint

* Works of John Galt. Edinburgh and London : William Bla;‘vk.
wood & Sons. p



