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Currnt rToîi<s.

Cabinet The resignation cf the Hon. J. C. Patter-

Changes son, Minister cf IMilitia, deprives the Can-
adian Governînient cf a capable and ener-

gt dePiLItii4entaLi lea(1, and the people of Canada cf the

trIes f a painstaking and genera1iy popular Minister' f
te Croxyn. Tiiere cari be nen doubt, we thinik, tlîit the
res igO10  is due sciely te the reasomîs assicrned-the

mriist8ter'! failing healtii and thte nece'sity xliil lie lias for'
SOtine tinie felt, and whicli is, it is understood, îîow strenu-
011sly ilisisted (oa by Ilis pliysicîan, cf î'est frein thîe woi'k and
Worry cf office. It furtiier appears tlîat it lias been Mr'.

?atterso ,I~îl, fol' soe tui ast, ti lie relieveul cf the

tht ical life at the eariiest practical moment, anid
hbttis resignation lias been lîitîierte xitîîîîeîd, at the re-

q"est, first cf the late, and more recently cf the prescrnt
Preinier. The bestowai- cf a portfolia upon the ycung and

ere9 1ti Iember cf the Cabinet, Di'. Montague, wiil mneet

rit genieral apprval, at east, witlin cue ranks f the party.

sbere lems good reasen te expect that lie xvii] make bis
~fuence feit, net eniy in his own department, but as an

ituetiatIa1and a-gressive member cf the Government. Like
t, ninister, Dr. Montagîîe is a streng party man,

yhî tee much se te eempcrt with the higbest ideai cf
iRtteslnanshipai b ut scaî'cely toc înuch se te corîfirun luis popu-

4'itY Upon bis ewn side cf the lieuse, witlîcut necessarily
k119 him ebnoxious te the Opposition. The rumeur which

fleit fir.st tbrough the Toronto J Verld's Ottawa correspon-

l u8t as our forms xvere being closed for the press, touch-
1" h leged resignation, or proposed î'esignation, cf Sir

Qhre Rbbert Tupper, unfortunateiy appears te be only

1.00 true. Ys ''b 'tie.ILi5cûiifiriii the report. i t is

g(rreLU y to e elpi e d . Tl ie (. oN-ernnnt is, ii LIi l )iiit,

c'nterin.g stoiiy wabter s, and tes dt lii very gotud officei'
slîeubi stay ini the sIli.

Te ,ti'eiigtl of tlle oppositionî tiiat is be-
The Ptrons iliî eveked fri betb siles of t]îe. leuse

and th. Passes,
by M\ r. 1 l.ayc'eek's fi te prevenit iellbeis

of tie Legisiature rin acceptiflg 'aiIway piasses iliay Iet

uîifair]y be taken as onit et the b est prcefs of tlue ieed oif

s l egis]atieoî. Souiîe ef the epponeiits of the iniasure

opa f the bill as tee Il paltry a consideration "te be sup-

poseti capalble of atlecting the mind of a representative ini

thc tlischarge of bis duties. But if the gitisso paitry why

tlare seO mlucl albout the Ioss of it. Wîy for a paltry consid-

eration voluntarily sufker the sense, more or leueu keen, of

loss of dignity and self-respect wlîich attends the acceptance

of sucli a ,ift whien omie is not in absolute need?~ Carl it be

conceived tliit the mlanl xw'o d'axvs witlî oe land lus iniîage

allowance, and xvitli the ether pockets bis free pass, can re-

gýard liiiîîxeif witiî the saine peî'sonal respect and applovai

after as before the transaction ? If it is flot te be siupposeti

that the railway compaluies bestow tlie pass with a view te

the ellect Nwiieli tlieir acceptance xvili have upon the minî
of the niemober, on wbat principle cari theii~ hestowal bcecx-

piaineti ? Tiiere is not a director or manager of sucli a cein-

paniy wbo xviii net scout tbe idea that lie maniages its affairs

on any other tlîaî strict business principles. On wiîat bulsi-

niess principie is the pass blitowe<i9 Ini nine cases out oif

ten the road wouild be sure, etherwise, to get the fare ? Or,
taking another view, if the ineier is ini the ieasit tbougit-

fui, lie cannot fail to see that tbe cost of bis free pass ninst
ini the long, run be takeîî out cf the pockets cf other travel-

lers, or' the public generaily, wbilc nine-tentlîs of those wiîo
are thus comipelled te pay not only tlieir own fare, but a1

portion oif bis, are mnuch ni ore needy than Iliise]f. Cana
bigli minded representative face tliat conclusion witlh equani-

mnity ? Soine urge tbat te forbid t lie acceptance of the pass

is, te cast a refiection upon botît the giver anin the receiver.

This can bardly be denied, liut surely the reflection cast on

some elle by the of1er and its acceptance is ne iess keen. But

the severest of ail reliections is that cast by the Gloe wliveni

it argues that prohibitory legislatioîi xvil be of little use be-

cause " it xviii be an easy mat ter for miembers te bold passes
as slîippers or under other pretexts." Tbat is the Il inost
unkindest cut cf al."

Everyone xvbo bas a due regard for justice
Weil n t diitain ms aebe

flemitted. an t adiitain ms bve en

gratifled te learn that the Minister cf
Justice lias remnitted the three years recent]y added te the
sentence cf a convicted burgiar, by a British Columbia judge,

for the crime cf uttering a sarcastic Il Thank you," on re-

ceiving sentence te a long term of imprisonment. When we

read the newspaper statement at the time cf the occurence

we found it liard te credit it, and were inclined te suppose
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