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afflier the purchaser. T ecan understand
how these, and the vendors of various
brands of soaps ami washing eompounds,
shoald iill the papers with their big
type and their wood-cats—some comical
and some repulsive--and their hideous
“portraits” of their patrons. [t is all
Very wauseous, it is true, and mars the
enjoyment of one’s daily reading; but it
is an right, no doubt, in the way of busi-
Ness; it is an unavoidable iactor in the
“struggle lor existence.” I ean under-
ftaoul how the competition amwong rail-
road managers should force them to cut
rates, and tq print maps, each showing
that jts  own particular line is the
shortest Possible line between the
YWo o points A and B. I can un-
derstang the manager of a theatre
letting o piece run for zo many nights,
and then substituting another piece for
It, as soon as it ‘“fajied to draw.” Al
this is of the earih, earthy; bt should
the Churen of Christ be run on the same
lineg?

In the legal and medical professions,
In spite of the fierce competition of the
day, there stil] lingers some portion of
that Spirit of honour and professional eti-
auette, whicl, we oll-‘ashloved foiks used
to t.hink belonged to all the learned pro-
fessions, ana not least. the eclerical. But
Lan atrajq it is dying out; the competi-
tlon o “denowinationalism” is killing it.
eno?;"(l)@ tew preachers in the States get
lord us salartes, equul to those of “my
t‘;}‘:‘:ﬂeh’i’shops among the “blon,teq nf%-
see nécos of the old couutry;.nnd I often

it unts of the “magnetie powers
2(111-a$?'h pf'ea.chers. Certainly they
prea, h.er Have ﬂ‘les(‘! three Canadian
for 8 lost their “magnetism?” Alag!
aecli‘:il pastors Ixel}u.eff>1'tlx who, in thelr
N years, “fuil to draw!
GEO, J. LOW,
Almoute, Ont., 24th Jume, 1893.

PARIS LETTER.

\‘he?ﬁimon bhegins to oecupy itself with
not pj(f“!th of M. Carnot. '"The President is
DUt v king himsel up; he looked anyth'ng
Well at the running for the (irand Prix,

thee ;‘“S A three-doctor iliness, that being
mo’%“mb&r 0! medicine men cn]l.ed in; the
ho jn‘?‘*l}'.lt_lus symptom il])f,)!lb lus‘ illnoss iy
s uotd Dility to kfmp up his strength ; this
hag ra a good sfgn for an invalid who
Most rely bLeen sick, and who has led the
Poliy l"e“g‘nlar and abstemious o! lives.
Nog | Cally, what would his prolonged ;11-
s am:‘f%y ? Resignation, and the moment
Dartfe ‘ Ung but ‘avourable for that crisis,
has dﬁ are go unhinged. But the jllness
emoustrated the necessity for the

of a vice-president, as in the Un-
Couyoq }e«s; that would necessltate the
conﬂ'titﬁtou of a congress to revise the
emh&rktion. Once the congress would be
couly ed on that unknown sea, no one
de ut Predict the result, as nearly every
q“eBtly has his own Idea about the revision
ing thon. Gambetta was asked : suppos-
ority ZC&se of a congress, where the maj-
eclded to remain permanently sit-

theg, What would you do?  “ Dissolve
Tot Y foree,” responded the great pat-
*  That put the seal on Gambetta’s

dowy-
‘or Dall, ;4 new president were sought
the’ Perhapg Challamel-Lacour would have

the eS8t ehance; his only drawbaek ‘or
DOt Iy that o being a bachelor.

THE WEEK.

The French people know as little
about the Siam question as the Siamese
themselves, or the English Government
that has a voice in the complications a-
waiting settlement. Since no electoral
capital can be made out of Siam or Egypt,
speculative poiiicians are lying very low.
But the Governor-General of Tonkin, ete.,
M. Tanessan, continues to be a puzzle;
very serious journals say no time is to be
lost in examining his colonial work, and
taking stock. M. Lanessan himself asserts
that all under his sway moves as beauti-
fully as even Dr. Pangloss could desire,
But those who have le't Imdo-China, all
the big lanctionaries who could not get
along with the Governor-General, relate
& diferent tale, and hint at an impending
collapse. M. Lanessan retorts, that the
country has largely bene ited by the with-
drawal of tlie discontented officials.

I/ any Frenchman merited a statue, it
was certainly Francois Arago—scientist
and politician. He has left footprints on
the sands of time. It was the first Napo-
leon who introduced him to pubiie life,
by nominating him to a pro'essorship at
the Iolytechnic Sehcol, where he held
lorth on Astronomy. 1His scientific car-
eer will be identi’ied with measuring the
arc of the meridian, that forms the basc
of the metric system of measurement,
That gigantie work. so _ull of moving ae-
cidents by tlood and tield, reads like a ro-
mance ; he was captured as a spy inSpain,
and escaping was next taken by an Alger-
ian corsiir.  The statue stands at the en-
try of the main alley to the Observatory,
and that alley marks astronomically
the First Meridian of Paris. The French,
though not a4 maritime power ol the
greatness of Lngland, not the less deny
to periide Albion the right to make Green-
wich the First Meridian for the unjverse 5
only the late Emperor of Brazil seconded
France in that rather modest claim. The
dissent of the other powers iy the begt re-
ply to the pretensions of France. The
survey of the French meridian was Arago’s
scienti.ic life-work.

His poiltical role was also well filled H
he was from youth up identified with the
abolition o. abuses, elearing away the fag
ends o) privileges that the 1789 Revolu-
tion left incomplete. In politics he re
called Thiers & good deal. Arago accus-
ed the ministers o. Charles X, the Dolig-
nae reactionists, with their breach o, con-
stitutional contract, and when the July,
1830, Revolution broke out, that swept
away the remnant of divine right, Arago,
in proteciing the unpopular and bolting
ministers whom he had denounced, from
the fury of the Insurgents, received a se-
vere wound in the thigh. When the 1848
TI'evo'u ion broke out—how hi,-tory aas yet
to explain—astronomer Arago was ap-
pointed Minister of War and of the Mar-
ine. Terhaps it was as a commander in
the National Guard, that he was deemed
{1t for the first post; for the second, every
astronomer 1s naturally ranked as a saijl-
or. It was as Minister of War, as Com-
mander of a regiment of the National
Guard, that Arago took a sanguinary
part in suppressing the June, 1848, insur-
rection, known as the “outburst of the
empty stomachs.”” The proletariat has
ever since kept up a dislike for his mem-
ory; just as do the communists to-day
‘or Thiers. This explains why, though
the statue of Arago has been finished for
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{fve years, the Municipal Couneil have re-
fused till now a site for it——as they per-
sist similarly towards a statue to Thiers,
Arago, while a member 0" the 1848 Gov-
ernment, identi.ied his name with the ab-
olition of slavery in the French colonies,
and the abo'lilon o flrgging in the I'rcnch
navy—re’orms only 435 years old, and that
ought to plead indulgence "or the slow-
ness of human progress in other lands.
Arago was the only Frenchman who de-
iled Napoleon IIT; he deelined, as Director
of the Observatory, to take the ovath of
allegiance to the Second Lmpire, and men-
aced the man o! the Cm;p @ Btat with a
protest from all the scientists of the uni-
verse were he dismissed. Napoleon yield-
ed; bhut the 2nd December broke Arago’s
heart.

The TFrench, perhaps, are not simpler
in the matter of planking down their mon-
ey to secare voluminous interest, or levia-
than annulties, than other people, But
they will hence’orth be protected gven de-
spite themselves. The relgn of 10 per
cent. per month, or 120 per cent. per an-
num, scheme has disappeared—with the
disappearance of the founders. 'The “pro-
moting” of financial bonanzas, is not yet
quite “ dead off.’" The tendency now is
to establish tontine societies, or iriendly
societles where, for a monthly pay-
ment of one frane, an anwuity will be paid
at the end of fifteen years of 2,000 fr.—
that is, for a total of 180 fr. you havg 2,-
000 ir. pension ; or 10,00 fr., if the month-
ly payment be 5 fr. That’s squaring the
circle at last, only the demonstration must
be made hefore the Council of State; or,
better still, be'ore the newly appointed
(Commission, permanently sitting, at the
Minigtry of Commerce. When a {lash soc-
iety advertises through the papars or by
circular its Goleconda, the police will first
ascertain all particulars as to the ante-
cedents ol tihe ofilcers, or ““ flappers,”” then
the chairman will be invited by the Com-
mission to walk into their parlor, and ex-
plain his 1ittle Enreka, If he fail to
explain, he will be advised to put up shut-
ters on the office, the police preceding him,
by impounding all books and monies, 1t
is better to thus nip all hubble societies in
the bud, before they can execute their
destructive work, And all will be sub-
ject to inspection by official experts, cven
if allowed to open. Many branches of
foreign financial societies must “supmit or
quit”—the Papilius circle in which Gam-
betta cnee enclosed poor old MaceMahon—
—who at least in the case of the presideney
of the Repaublic could not apply his leg-
end-motto, *“I"'m here, and I'll stop.”

Unable up to the present toseparate the
Church from the State, some reformers
are advocating the severance of the gilt
cock from the top of the church spires.
That’s something at least against the
Syllabus. It appears young France re-
gards the cock as the symbol of royalty,
or perhaps, of Orleanlsm, since the Due
d’Orleans, and his circle of juvenile hench-
men, have selected the bird as a rallying
enslgn for scarf pins and seals. The cock,
from the time of Bacehus, down to umbrel-
Ia Louis T'hilippe, has been cliosen to re-
prerent divers meanings. On the church
steeple it I8 sald to perform a double funec-
tion: to remind worshippers to attend
church, and the clergy not to sleep at
their post. It proiected the vine, and
hence way sacred to that jolly toper Bac-
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