
THEFRE have been over a dozen operatic settings of the
story of Il Ramlet." Only that by Ambroise Thomas is
sung at the present day. Mercadante composed a " Ham-
let" to the libretto of Felice Romnani (a most graceful and
spirited poet), and Faccio, in 1865, produced at Genoa a

Hamiet " to a libretto by B5ito.

EDWIN Boo'rII is a very rich man. Hie lives simply,
but is lavish in other directions, bis gifts to the Players'
Club having been princely. His wealth is largely invested
in real estate, and he owns property ail over the country.
lis tours with Mr. Barrett have been very profitable, and
he is now a sure card as long as he chooses to act.

CxiBsoN's fainous IlTinted Venus," which was the sub-

ject of so miuch discussion twenty or thirty years ago, or
rather was the occasion of so much discussion as to the
propriety of painting statues, was sold in London the other
day for 1,750 guineas, and will have a place in the extra-
ordinary art gallery of the Messrs. Pears, the soap men.

TuEi aged Baroness Burdett Coutts seemns to be much
interested in theatrical people, and it is st.ated by English
papers that she is to be the -1backer " of tbree dramatic
organizations next year, among themn an opera company
bieaded by the young American contralto, Agnes Huntince-
ton. Perhaps the Baroness is aspiring to be a latter-doy
M rs. Piozzi.

SARAR BER&HIARtD'1'S Jeanne d' Arc did nat drive
London mad with delight. [n the fir8t place they did not
like Barbier's play. They tbink he sets up the Maid of
Orleans as an apostle of hypnotism on a wholesale scale,
Tbey don't think the f air Sarab looked welI in such attire.
She was too insignificant, and failed to suggest in any way
the least inspiration.

A BENEVOLENT Englishwoînan, who died recently, left
a bequest of £5,000 for the purpose of buying real wine
for stage scenes requiring that beverage. Tbis will be a
boon to histrions who have had to put up with cold tea
and ginger ale heretofore; and it will enable managers to
engage actors for very low wages when plays with banquer,
scenes are presented.

MAQUIS QUEUX DE SAINT-HILAIRE, recently presented
to the Paris Conservatory a valuable Stradivarius violin,
one0 of the best preserved instruments of its kind, of the
year 1699. lu addition, he aIse gave the Conservatory a
valuable viola, two Villaume and several other valuable
bows. In order te make it a coinplete collection of the
great Italian masters the conservatory now necds only a
good specimen of Amati violins.

OneW, clip the twe following items froni a Chicago paper.
One refresbing for its ignorance, and the other for its-

well, let uis say, naivété :-Il Madame Albani is summeriflg
in the Highlands. She is, by the way, a Scotch woman by
birth. Queen Victoria has lately had the bonour of being
presented to Miss Hattie Harvey, of Chicago, who is the

guet of Madame Patti-Nicolini." When was Patti re-
instated on the Lord Chamberlains receptien li8t'

WIINGu to the Daily Newvs, the Paris correspondent
of that jourral described on Wednesday week the marriage
of the Comte d'Agguesvives and Miss Yvonne de Dam-
pierre, and related how M. Gounod, as a relative of the
bride Ilobliged " with some organ solos, among wbîch was
given a Il meditation on a prelude to one of Baches
oratorios." What a pity that the imaginative lady did not
specify the work ! It would have been very interesting to
levers of the great master.

MR. GFR BLFiis diramaic and umorus rcit al~

restoration of the Toronto University Library, was an
entire success. The audience was a good ono, including
Sir John Thempson, Dominion Minister of Justice, and
Lady ThompFon, and1 Miss Carling ; Sir William White-
way, Premier of Newfoundland ; Mr. O'llalloran, Secre-
tary to the Royal Colonial Inistitute, and Mrs. O'Halloran;
Mr. J G. Colmer, Secretary to the Offices of the High
Commitissioner, etc. The programme was carried tbrougb

with Mr. Belford's usual artistic skill, and miet with hearty
appreciation.

Semp manuscripts sold by Messrs. Puttick and Simp-

son, a week or two ago, seem to have realized very fair
prices. The largest sums were securod for five letters of
Schiller, wbich fetched over forty guineas. An interest-
ing item was described in the catalogue as "lan autograph
MS. duet for piano, four hands," dated "lLeipsic, March
26, 1841," and signed on the title page IlPaul Mendelssohn
Bartholdy." Tbis date bardly agrees with that of the
piano duet in A, coinposed by Felix Mendelssohn especi-
ally for a concert given by Mrs. Scbumnann, played by that
lady and the composer, and nunbered op. 92 in the post-
humous publications, At the sale, however, it fotcbed
£10. Six scraps by Beethoven fetched rather loss than £1
each ; a quartet, "lDona, Nobis," by Haydn, sold for little
over £3 38.; but eight letters of Mendelssohn fetcbed Ê17,
the manuscript of three songs by Schubert, £3 3s., and
Schumann's mnarch, op. 76, No. 2, 14, wbile varions ecraps
of Wagner's manuscript also socured fair prices.

DEMILL's REsIDENTIAL ACADEMY.-We are glad to
note the oponing of a school for little girls of six te four-
teen years of age, in the lato Judge Duggan's residence
whore aIl the comforts surrounding a honme are to be given.
Thero is no loubt that a school whero the young girls cf

r. Protestant parents can be placed for a reasonable price
and recoive good attention is mucli needed. The fees are
low, and the onterpriso sbould command succs.

#flflÉ WE1I

OUR? L!BIMRY TABLE.i

ALDEN'S MANIFOLD CYCLOl' EDIA, Vol. XXI. Jordan- i
Legacy. New York : Garretson and Company.

Betwoon the titlos Jordan and Legacy wbicb begin and
end volume XXI. of this important little cyclopedia is coin-
pressed an immense mass of information on various subjects,
sucb as Jurisprudence, Jury, Jute, and biographical sketches
of such well known people as Kellogg, Kemble, Kossuth,
Konuan, Lee, Lafayette, te say notbing of sucb ancient
characters as Josephus. The saine unequal apportion-
muent of space that we noticed in volume XX. obtains in
volume XXI., and, with this exception, in view of the price
of the work, one can have littie te say about the cycle-
pedia but in praise.

THE UVNIVERSITV 0F KiNu's COLLEGE, Windsor, NS, 1790-
1890. By Henry Youle Hlind, M.A. New York:
Church Review Company ; Halifax : T. C. Allen and
Company.

With more than a century of bistory demanding record,
it was tine that King's College, the offspring of courage in
adversity, sbonld find somte worthy son te chronicle hier
achievements and progress. Accordingly, a scieutist of no
mean attainments laid asido his experiments for the pen of
the historian and in a comparatively short time bas produced
the Nell wrîtten and interesting volume now before us.
The book is net a mere register of past events, a dry and
uninteresting catalogue ; it is far more, it comprises in its
pages interostiug historical events, sncb as the American
Revolution, the Loyalist Refugees and many others. And
beside the interest attacbiug to the oldest Englisb Uni-
versity in Canada, and its close affiliation te tho Mother
Land in that bie of Canterbury is its head and controller
supreme under Providence, the traditions and store(s
which cluster round its site, sacred te Ilalihurton, ballow ýd
by the nwmories of Grand Pre, by the land of Evangeline,
bymned of Lonîgfellow, lend additional attraction te the
bîstory cf King's.

ROMANCE 0F Siit Rici]AILD, and other puceinis. By Arthur
Weir. Montreal: W. Drysdale and Company
Toronto : Hart and C'ompany.

A new book of poeins by a Canadian writer is always
welcomie and encouraging, frein the evidence it gives te us
of a persevorance that te some oxtent defles the coolness
and apatby shown by the Canadian reading public towards
tbe productions of native authors. The peet bas appar-
ently supplemented somte poemns wbicb bave already beeri
given te the public tbrough the columus of luE WEEK aud

other journais, witb a few itherto unpublishod, or at
least now te us. Mr. Weir's verse dees net confine
hersoîf te contemplation alene; she busies herself witb life,
and the 11Snowshoe Song" i8 an incitement te a llealtby
and invigorating pastimie. Here are a couple of stanzas

1Il lluu, lîilico illoo i,, 1110,
Like winding clîcet about the uell,
O'er hili and dale the snow le cpread,
And sicncesounr huirried tread -
The pines bcîîd low, anîd to and fro
'rhe naplc res mtlîeir bouugliji erlîcad.

1-1illuu, hilloo, Iillîiu, lilloo,
XVe langh tu iecuri the angry blut,
The inounitain to p le gaiîîcd and past,
1e4ccnt hegîîn, tii ever fasit,
A.. hort quîîck 1un anïd tuil i4i done,
WTc reach the wtlî-iîmc in at lat3t.

The sonnets, cf wbicb there are thirty or more, are
unequal, the construction in somte being obscure, thougb
"lAt the Recital"' and "lDante te Beatrice " contain soine
fine writing. The volume is weli printed, save for an errer
or two in the preof-readiug, and is neatly bound. We
wish Mr. Weir a large audience and do net doubt that his
poems wiii obtain it.

NoR'î'uaaN STUDIEs. By Edmund Gosse. "lCamelot
Series." London: Walter Scott ; Toronto : W. J.
Gage and Company.

We are harking back, se te speak, in the intense inter-
est that lias of late sprung up amongat the English read-
ing public in the history, poetry, and general literature of
the nortb, te the northern pit from whence we were
digged. Whetbor we owe it te a similarity between
the present graduaI evoluition of Norse and Danisb
sentiment under the pressure of modern conditions and
the change that has come over our own literature,
which is in a still somewhat uncertain attitude, or te these

tinnate likenesses whicb we can trace in late northemn
*writers te peets of our own tiîne, we do net pretend te

say. Perbaps it is te a mixture of botb. Our owu great
living writors, especially eue, a poot, bave found in the

eNorse field of saga and mairchen an inspiring and attrac-
tive theme, and one whicb bas caused, in tbe case of Mr.

d Morris, tbe peetical spirit cf the iNorthbIlte hloom eut
ýs into song," te use bis own phrase. Mr. Gosse'8 essays are

net new to us, baving been printed some ton years ago in
book formi, and the series centains the paper which may
ho said te have introduced Ibsen, the chief, porbaps, cf

e0 modemn Northemn dramatists, te bis English brethron.
r-There is mucb keen insight and appreciation displayed in a

, popular and entbusiastic stylo, and ne ene can ise fromn
i.reading tbem witbout feeling somewljat of a disciple's zeal

f for the exploration of the "'immense past " from wbich the
oe poots wbom Mr. Gosse bas cbronicled are descended. In
ýe roading the accounit of the Danish National Theatre, ene is

compelled te %top and ask if mucli of the prej udice existing
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in certain quartera against the stage migbt net ho removed
wore it possible for us te bave a national theatre, where
education migbt ho an end and over wbose portais might
ho inscribed the samne legend: "lNet merely for enjoyment."

LIFE oF LoRD BYRO'N. By Hon. Roder1 Nool. London:
Walter Scott; Toronto: W. J. Gage and Company.

lad Byron lived in anether age would bis work and life
bave differed materially from that whicb îbey were 'f If it
be true, as soîne one bas said, that he wasî the mouthpiece
cf bis age, which was eue of unhel-ief and uinrest and
bardly purged of seventeenth century profligacy, in an era
of severer morale and cf ennobling faiths, the sweetness
and gonins wbich, turned te gaîl, embittered bis verse and
corroded bis life, miglht have enshrined bim far above auy
peet cf our cwn tiîne in affection and faine. Truc genius,
however, is alway self-consumiug; it is a tyt-ant in its way.
Mr. Noel lias writtpn a vi-ry concise and, though apprecia-
tive, nover extravagant menioir of tbo peet. Wo mighit
expect, as a matti'r of course, that Carlyle and Goethe
weuld differ in their estimates cf Byron's work. Tite
Chelsea sage declamed that ne genuine gnod tbought was
ever rex-ealed te mankind by Byron. And yet surely,
witb ail duo deference te this sledge hammer deliverance,
even inuI"Don Juan " theme are passages of satire wb-.ch are
as scathiug and just as any written l)y Carlyle's flery pou,
and others again whicb are broad andl elevatiug' . A just
satire is tbe equivalent cf a gYood tbouglit. Goethe, cn the
other baud, thouglit Byron was the greatest genius of tbe
century, "the representative of the modemn peetic era,"
aiiîl yet, straugely enougb,sys fartber on tbat whe.n IIho
begins te rejlect hoe is a cbild." B3yron lu fact consumed
hiniself ; bis aspirations were Titanic, and bis proper r-ôle
was that of a Greek god, beloved of women, invincible in
battie, supreme in arts. Like Burus,

lHe barcd loir nature witîi incisive rhyine,
Pervcrsely dweling on its lover i rink,

while in lofty tloughit, sonorous rhythm of expression, and
witbal a sublime couteipt for lingual restraint, hoe is often
unapproachable. lad Byron been of a less sensitive
teinperamnent hoe migbt bave helped te inould the world's
destinios ; as it was an abnorînýl personal vanity nullified
bis griater qualities. The history of bis life is tee weiî
known (.o toucb upon it bore, but we must refer te the
hitherto unpublisbed stauzas selected by Mr. Neel from a
poem wbich is ascribed te the poee, and] which is in the
possession of Mr. McCalniont Ufill. LIt is called Il The
Monk of AtboH," and is, according te Mr. Neel, of but
ordinary menit.

lîccile the coinfines uf the .-E1gcaimaino,
WVhere northwaril Macedo nja bouiid-uthe ol c,
Anîd views uîpuccd tho Auiatie plain,
flierec he i tride of lofty [tir ru stoo,
Like thre gî'eat father of the giant bruuir,
),Vith îowrricing po rt naje.-tic Athios rtanîhi,
t rurwnerl witlî the ve-rdlure ot ternal wr o ,
As yct uitirileri ly .acriîegiuuti bans,
Andi thrurxvhis xiiightystad e ici eea-l anduidistanttlandts

Anul lceli eniubrieel in hi harty gruves
F"ull niany a couivemnt rearc its glitt'rimig spire,
'Nfil scenei where heiaveîîty crnteuptatirîn love-i
'ru kinulle in the coul liertialtuiwei fi rc,
WVtirc air andut ca withi rocks andt woudscounspîirc
Tii lreathe a cwccet religionsc câlin a, tui,
Wcaîi ng the tiuuuîglts fruiîî cvery iiuv dorure,
Amnit thec lwiti vccrthat break ivitlî miuri'ring cîuund
Aloing theu rucky shoîîre rclainiîit hltvgrouini.

Sequeîstereii claile wterc l'iety lia-i given
Aîquiet rcfuge fîuî,î eacli earthîly c-ire,
XVhecccthe rapt cpi rit nay aucid ti roLaven!
oh yc, cîîmlinduîcthe i11 ofuiet c ileur!

Ac with ai Ivanciîg lige 'yuur Wrrc imcreasc,
XVhat iti-niaiîid-t thesi rsolitudues tu chare
The happy furtastc î, tetrnutl Peue,,
Titili Leav'nin ii nercy billc yiur puaisamuiorov cae

BîsmAÂnoR INTIME. By a fellow studeut. Translated by
Henry llayward. London: Dean and Sou, 1890.

Anecdotes and facts about great mou, and especially
mon who bave swayed the fortunes of empires, are alwaNs
inteî-osting, aud if tbe author of these recollections of
Bismarck bas mixed up a great deal of wbat is old with
what we read for the first time, bis almost unavoidable
erer will detract but little from the wide interest the
bock will in the main inspire. Tbe volume dees net bear
eut its title, foi but few of the incideuts and anecdotes
are of such nature but that tbey migbt bave lîeen gathered
second-band. Thie translation by Mr. luy wurd is viger-
eus and readable, and as te the peint of time, even Bis-
mnamck's much talked cf interview witb the French journal-
ist M. Des Houx is given. Bismarck's uupopularity before
the war cf '66 and bis own appreciation of it, as aise of the
fact tbat hoe was about te realize the truth cf the saying
that Ilnothiug succeeds like success," are woll described
and confirma on's impression of the cool, calculating bold-
ness of this modern Gemman giant, in wboîn the physical
capacity cf the Viking aîîd the mental astutenescf the
modern diploinut met and mingled and fouîned te success.
Bismarck was fond of jokes even in bis middle and earlier
life, but hie sometimes met bis match. It is related that a
German soldier had performed some deed of bravery wbich
entitled him te the Iron Cross of the First Ciass, and the

L Emperor commissioned Bismarck te present it. Bismarck
[ determined te test the man, and, when the soldier
3 appeared befome bim, thus addressed bim: IlMy frieud, 1
, have been commissioned te band yen the Iron Cross of

3 the Firs3t Class, but if it should prove that yen are of
; peor famiiy, yen can bave an hundred thalers instead ;


