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IMPARTIAL NATURE.

IMPATIAL Nature, thou alone
No favourites hast ; thon lovest aIl.

No cild of thino wilt thou disown,
Or list unanswcring to bis cali.

Tiy sun shines for the bond and froc,
And igi and low by tice are fed,

Covers thy bine cartb's family,
And under ail tby green is sprcad.

For ail thy rnusic flows, thy strearne
Run from ticir sources to tic sea,

Tby rocks lay bare their golden scame,
Ripens thy fruit on shrub and troc.

Race after race from thy broad breast
Tic miik of life and strengti bas drawn;

We by tiat mother-beart are blessed
Which blessed tic ages that arc gono.

Tic sun tiat ilomer saw, tic moon
Round wiich tic buntsrnan's fancies piaycd,

Tic pilot stars to whiih at noon
0f night tic trembiing seamon prayd,-

They eBine on us. Mcn corne and go,
And nations risc and fali, and still

Nature herseif no change doti know;
11cr pulses wth tic aid life tirili.

And Scot and Briton to ber heart
zkrc dear as Greek and Hebrew were;

And none from ail can sic diapart
Ever, for ail wore born of ber.

Benton, N. B. MATTHEW RPICHEY KNIOHrr.

THE GAME 0F LAWN BOWLS.

T RE gaine whicb it is intendcd by this article todescribe

sporting columne of Arnerican papers and magazines. A
covered bowling aliey witi wooden floor and nine pins or
ton pins tierein, to be knocked down by ba1ls as big as a

sixty.eight-pound shot, is one thing; a bowling green in
tic open, with close-cipped, level grass, biassed wooden
bowls and a little movable object bail or "jack," in quite
another.

Boti arc good in their way. Tic first is tic more
violent, more conducive to develapinent of muscle in tic
player, and warranted to induese perspiration. As a

means of active exorcise, and for such a purpose as the
reducing of flesi, it is commendable. But it iacks variety;
tic pins are always piaced ini tie sarne spot and tic object
of tic garne is always tic same. Lawn bowls is a gentler
game, played altogether ont of doors, on different parts of
a meadow or lawn, under varying circurnetances as to
distance and position.

Tic halls are rolled aiong tic green, swift or slow,
wide or narrow, for attack or defense, as tic case may ho.
And tic gaine partakos of the ciaracter of boti billiards
and curling, whilc being in a sense gentier tian itier, as
well as enjoyable under outdoor conditions impossible to
tic other games rnentioned..

One of tic great charme about curling certainly is its
purity, its freedoin from professionalisin and hippodroming.
But as that is available in winter alone, tic game of bowls
cornes opportunely, ofieing similar Meatures for other
seaEons of tic year. A yachtsman from across tic great
lakes bappened not long ago to witnoss a garne of bowls
on tic picturesque grounds of tic Royal Canadian Yacht
Club, and ho was not more struck witi tic gaine tian
witi tic surroundings amid whicb it was played. IlWiy,"
ho exclaimed, "lthis is idyllic 1 " And truly tic scene was
a brigit one. A spit of sodded land beside tic club bouse
witb flowers and iow tros-on one side the tumbling deep
blue of Lake Ontario, on the other tic sinoother waters of
Toronto Bay, alivo with yachts and row boats-a group of
tennis players in flannels and club color; too windy for
tic racquot tiey turn to bowling, and are joincd by sorne
icavier, lazier mnembers-it is ladies' day and every trip of
tic club boat, tic Raperanza, bringe a bevy of tic dear
visitors; tic city's ernoke and roar are dimly distant;
flage arc flying, white sails flapping, and tic sound of
music is borne over thc water from tic hotels on Hanlan's
Island not far away. Do you wonder tiat our yachtsman
froin tic Empire State took a fancy to ho vingl'

Why siould not many such a scene be witnessed at
tic seaside or in tic suburbe of our citios i Tic garne is
an attractive one, simple, healtif ni, inoxponsive, and ticre
je abeolutely nothing objectionable about it. Pursned as
it ougit to ho, apart lrom tic accompanimente of btting
or otier excees, it will ho found an admirable garce. IlIt
can ho resorted to by ail witiout regard to ekili, age,
grade, clans, craft or condition." Truly a domocratic
recroatioxi 1

"ITic popularity of tic gam," eays a Scottisi author,
94rnay in nome measure ho attributed to its irnplicity. Its
art is easily acquired, and its laws bing baeed upon tic
broad rules of oqity, or tiose tiat regulate common life,
may bo readily detormined as cases present tiemeelves.
Fancy points rnay fascinate tic fow, but bowl playing
belonge to tic many and apparently in dcstined to accoin-
plish muai good."

IlBowl playing, for many reasons, stands forcrnost
among our outdoor pastimes, chiefiy bocauso it is a ligit,
cheorful and healthy exercise. No othor gaine is more
closely associated with genial mirti, or conduces in a
groater degrce to sociality and good fellowship." Such is
the strain in wiich the game of bowls is referrcd to in
"Mitcbell's Manual of Bowl Playing," pubiished in 1882.
"It is not only a gentlc and enlivening recreation," con-

tinues this panegyrist, "but in strategy and general
interest is unsurpassed by any otber game."

The late Earl of Eglinton, at one tirne Lord-Lieutenant
of Ireland, a great patron of tbe game, used the following
language in regard to it: IlI feel certain tiat the encour-
agement of sucb garnes as curling and bowling, especiaily
among the poorer classes of our countrymen, will do more
to promote their comfort and weifare than aîl the boor bills
and Sunday trading bills the Legislature bas ever passed."

The bools row-the bools row,
Your ain as weel as mine;
0 bonnily the bools row
When suînmer days aie fine

bursts out, in bis bowler's song, Il W'. W. M.," who bas
played the game froin the years of war, 1814, 1815, to the
year of grace 1880. And be adds:

Then let us pray for sumanier sous
To make the grass grow green,
That we înay hae some honnie ruans
XVi' frenmit or wi' frien.

The game of lawu. bowls is played on a level green,
about forty-two yards long, wici should bave a dry ditch
or trench at oaci end, say a foot broad and tiree inches
deep, beyond wiich should be a bank eigiteen inches
above the level of the green to stop the bowls at the dry
ditci. Each player is provided with a pair of woodcn
bowls, preferably of lignum vitoe. These are made not
quite spherical, but rather flatter at the ends thai over
the running part, as tbey are intended not to ruji in a
straight 'lino, but to take a bend or bias to one side. This
bias or draw ie given to tbem altogether by their shape,
loading not being permitted, at all events not in match
games. From four and one-baif to five and one-haîf
incies is the usual diameter of a bowl. There is no mini-
mum limit, but thcy must not exceed sixteen and one-haîf
incbes in circuniference. and, 1 quote f roin the "IlRules of
the (lame of Lawn Bowis," compiled from Mitcbcli's and

Taylor's manuals, Glasgow, 1882-7, which were adopted
by the Granite and Victoria Clubs in Toronto: "lNo bowl
witi a draw of less than one yard and a haif in a run of
tbirty yards should be allowed at a match." The only
furthcr machinery used in the game is a round bail of
white earthenware, two to tbree inches in diameter, called
tic "jack," and one or two india-rubber mats, on which
tbe player places one foot wben deiivering bis bowl.

Eight players, four on a side, constitute a rink, and
thc mess are ciassed as leads, second and third players, and

skips or drivers, each playing two bowls. Priority of play
iaving been decided by toss or otherwise, the firat player
or lead tbrows tbe jack along the green, subject to the
direction of bis skip, and tien proceeds to play toward it,
se aiming to the rigit or lef t of the jack that bis bowl,
wben comiog to rest, shahl curve in as impclled by its
shape, and lie near the jack or toucbing it. The distance
of the jack rnay not be less than sixty feet but may be
twice that. The lead of tic opposing side now plays bis
bowl, with the object of lying nearer the jack than bis
rival; then the leads play their remaining bowls alter-
nately, and bowl about is delivered by the others until it
becomes the turn of tic skips to cease directing and go
down to play.

Now, suppose the rinks to bc comrnanded respectively
by Kemp and Geddes, the latter lying shot, baîf guardcd,
witbin a foot to the right or fore-band of the jack, tic
back-band or lef t passage to tic jack being blocked, Kemp
rnust probably draw to lie the shot. We will presume
tiat ho does so and that bis bowl lies haîf in front of the
jack and almost touching it. Thero is no reasonable pros.
pect for Geddcs but to ride, i.e., play witi sufficient force
to carry the jack away by giving unusual force to bis
bowl, trusting to chance that, whcn the jack comes te reet
away fromn tic group tiat forrnerly surroundcd it, bis
(Geddes') bowl rnay lic nearest to it. But, unfortunatcly
for hum, in tic position we are supposing, a bowl belong-
ing to one of Kcrnp's men lies a few feet overplayed and
the jack bas been driven by Gcddcs' last bowl close to tuis
one, which counits. Geddes ba8 tierefore to make another
draw, whicb ho docs graccfully and successfully, lying tic
shot, 110 feet fromn tic mat, witi a dozen balls of friends
and focs at varying distances in the intervai. The end
looks blue for Kemp; but lie bas plenty of grit, and bowls
wbich bave a great deal of draw, say seven or eight feet of
draw. 11e aime, tierefore, witi great deliberation about
that distance to one side of tic jack, bis hall makes a
beautiful curve, and just grazing tic inside of Geddes'
bowl cornes te rest, the final bowl and winning siot.
Kemp tins wins tic, end, for tic ide which bas at thc
finish of an end one or more balîs lying nearer tic jack
tian those of their opponents counts one point for oaci
bail so placed.

I siail not weary your readers by discusingthe menite
of "ltouchers," mcaning bowls wbici bave touchcd tic

jack, or the demorits of Ilditchers " or "lburncd bowls."
Tic truc inwardness of tiese, as well as of Ilraking,"
throwing thil"k itty," deciding upon touchers in tic ditci
or upon bowls out of boundaries, must be lcarned by
reference te some manual of bowling. An ordinary garne
consists of fine points, but competitions are often made of
twenty-one onde. For prizea, tic gaine playcd uaually
conaists in Scotiand of twenty-five points.

There are some thirty thousand bowlers in Scotland,
and in 1882, according to IlMitchell's Manual," there were
364 clubs. These are spread over Scotland, Il ervading
almost every nook and corner." At the annual match
between Glasgow and Ayrshire it is common for 440
players to go up to Glasgow from that farnous sbire, and
for an equal number of "lGlesca chiels " to go down to
Kilwinning and Kilmarnock, Ayr or Ardrossan, and many
other points, for the return match. Special rates are
made by the railways for these occasions, when bowlera
may ride froin thirty to one hundred and twenty miles
and return for a fare of four shillings, equivalent to our
dollar. There are two score of bowling greens in Glasgow,
and it is a rule that competitors inthis annual event miust
play on neutral grass. The tropby played for in this
Ilgentleman's contest " is known as the Glasgow Associa-
tion Cup, won by the club which makes the greatest
number of shots per rink. The competition for the Earl
of Eglinton's silver tankard-provided years ago by the
late Earl, who was a very fair player and a true sport-is
regarded as a great event, and proud is the club whose
name is engraved upon it as a reward of being a winner.

In the contest on August 2, 1888, played at various
places in Ayrshire, between 105 rinks from 2zý clubs in
Glasgow and 34 in Ayrshire, the aggregate score made by
the city clubs was 2,906, or say 27.6 shots per rink, against
3,278 for the country clubs, an average per rink of 31.2,
the gaine consisting of 31 heads.

In the summer of 1888 a single-handed bowling tourna-
ment took place on the green of the Kingston Club, Max-
well Road, Glasgow, which lasted for fifteen days and in
which some four hundred players took part. There was
£200 offered in prizes, and the winner of the irst prize,
100 guineas, was Mr. J. Brown, of Sanquhar, who defeated
in the final tie R. W. Batty, of Kingston, and thereby
became champion bowler of Scotland. The description
given in tbe South Suburban I"res8 of the contest between
these two players shows some noteworthy play.

"lOn the fifteenth and concluding day," says that
journal, Ilonly eight bowlers were lef t to contest for the
big prizes. The play was good, but the greatest interest
was of course taken in the final tie between Brown, of
Sanquhar, and Batty, of Kingston, which began shortl y
after six o'clock p.m. (The twilights are long in Scotland.)
In the first bead the former lay two, but Batty, with one
of lis famous rides, scattered both bowls and won by two
shots. Batty, following bis usual practice, threw a ' short
jack' (i. e., threw the white hall aimed at a short distance)
and lay on the 1'kitty,' but Brown carried it, and Bàtty
missing a ' ride,' bis opponient got tbree shots. Brown
threw a 'long jack,' and close play ensued, with the resui1t
that be added another two to bis score. Stili adbering to
bis long jack, be lay near with two, but Batty prevailed
with bis second bowl. Brown took one shot with bis
third and won. In the fourth bead Brown lay one bowl
before and another bebind the jack, but the Kingston
player, amid applause, got between them and won. Again
ho threw a short jack and was successful, the gamne stand-
ing: Batty, 4; Brown, 6.

"In the next head the players 'peeled,' or tied-6
ecd. Batty got one next bead, but Brown at the next
gained a pair, followed by another pair-ganie, 10 to 7.
The next couple of bcads made the game il for Brown
against 9. The Sanqubar man still kept abead, and at a
furtier stage he bad 15 to 9. At the next-the sixteenth
bead-the figures stood : Brown, 15 ; Batty, Il. The
Sanqubar man got tbree at the next bead, making 18.
Batty drcw a beauty and increascd bis score to the dozen.
He followed by other two, making, 14. But Brown lay at
the next head with a spare bowl, which ho did not throw,
but turned round and passcd it through bis legs, amid
laughter. Brown in the twcntictb head rested on tbe
jack, with another bowl bebind, and thus lay game. Batty
'rode' successf ully, scnding bis own ho wl into the ditch
and the jack four yards away. Brown played up, and
amid applause struck the kitty, or jack, lying only a yard
from it. Batty failed with bis last to 1'spring the winner,'
and bis opponent stood 20. In thc final and twenty-first
bead Brown gained the winning point. The game bad
lasted for two hours and a haîf, was vcry cxciting, especi-
ally at the finish, and was witnessed with breathless
intcrcst by several bundrcd ladies and gentleme~n."

This reads to us on this side the ocean like extra-
ordinary play, but I arn assured that contests quite as
close are common upon thc beautifully true bowling greens
of Scotland.

The pair of vagrants, as thcy terma themselves, wbo
wrote, under the titie of "lCricket Across the Sea," a
description of tic tour made in Great Britain by Canadian
crickotors in 1887-their first game after lcavingy Canada
was played, by the way, against AlI New York at Seabright
-chose the following linos as a motto for their title page:

1 prze mi' peerless pastime for its freedom and its f un-
It revels in the grassy plain and glows beneath the sun;
I've heard of foraign pleasures that are very fair to se,
But cricket, glorious cricket, is quite fair enough for me.
And hie that will flot play, or pay, to help the manly gaine,
May lie f orgotten in the grave-an unremembered naine.

Quite as warm in praise of lawn bowls are soine of its
votaries. They would adopt, doubtloss, not only thc first
couplet here given, but would alter the wiole stanza to
apply to bowling. Said a staid Polloksiields "ldriver " Lo
me: IlMan, there's nothing like it for the mrciant or
banker as a safcty valve for business pressure." 1l agrecd
with birn that it was a capital game for middle-aged or
elderly men. "lAnd wby not for young menlU' asked be,
witi as noar an approach to anger as ho ever permits
himself. IlI tell ye it's a grand gamo for the young. As
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