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of the B3ill ; but opposition the nost skilful anïd deterîinied niust fail

'vbere the elements of success are waniting, und it im bard te perceive how

the utmccst pertinacity is to avail the (,1laditoniite Irish party ini the face of

the OGoverniuient najority, if the Govenmmîuent stand by its gunls. But

here there is somne uîîcertainty; alrealy ias ceume the report that the

change of venue clause-a nost bljecticlialle clause, it ilnust lie adinitted

-- ha4 Ieen ulropped ; and it i-m quite probable Chmat if', as, is reported, there

be really a tube risimmg ini Englamd agaimmst the C oercioii 1,i11 as proposed,

sonie other of its mocro stringent features îuay aIse be obhliterate(I beforc it

h'conies law. .Stil, we believe that law if will iecoiiie, ini soine bhape

its passage has, indced, already been secured by the approval of Mr.

Chamberlain and Lord llartingtomï ;nid if, owing te the obstruction

whielb the Irish party mnay still practise, it shonld becomîme nccessary te

appeal f0 the country, the tide cf indignation that, will swell uhi iii the

breasts cf a stubborn yet just-ininded people at tis conitinuons panalysis

of ahl goverinnant by a faction is not likely to carry ie faction to victory.

MR. GLADSTONE'S indig-nation at the drastic character of the Cuercion

Bihl is wbat mighf hava been expected. Exactly a year ago he \vas elafed

with the prospect of settling the Irish question hy a iiucasure \vhich lio

than introduced into the Huse, and which, conceived iii a spirit tcually

opposed to that pervading the pre.sent measume, would, lie liad reasonable

cause to believe, whien supported hîy the authmrity cf his .reat nine appeal

to sncb aniomîg tbe Liberal party as weie dispmsed to ailopt a conciliatory

course towards the Irish peuple. But, nifotunately for lus dlesign

tha impossible problemn before humi was t.o satisfy a very real Irish aipira-

tion for national autonomy, and at the sainme timîme to preserve Che Union

intact. This ha weakly hoped to do hîy anr amhbiguously worded t\ct of

Parliament, that miglit ha nead in cither sense ; and the result a resuit

due in great part tu the had character cf tfie muen to whoni l]e proposed to

surrander tire goverrnment of Ireland-wv i failure. The fall cf bis

0Overnment was accoinpanied by the secession fromn genuina Liberalisin

Of nealy the whole Liberal parfy, whuî, lured by ami iunwise leader fromn

the path they had troll with honour for the preceding fifty years, have

110W embraced a fanaticism for a creed, branding as unorthmodox onthodox

Liharalisiu, because it will net agree to the provincial, and essentially

Tory, dasigns of the Parnelhites, 'aud ally itseif with a League that bas

Usurped the Queen's Governanent in Ireland.

MR. GLADSTONE'S prasant position does more boueur f0 bis heart thanl

hi% head. Unquestionably ha is ardently (lesireus te hielp [reland; but

flua is a ganerous impulsa that has hed him--neyer renmiarkable for sound-

rreffl of judgmnt-to adopt means which, in the opinion of a great mnany

Perbaps better able to judge than lie, though certainly net capable of

greatar sympatby for the just cause and the righf, te adop 1 i eans whîicb

'9 011d probably increase tbe an]l be aims to cure. Having, bowever,

adopted sucli a conciliatory policy towards Ireland, if had been mnatter not

rnerely of surprise, but of disappointinent, if Mr. Gladstone liad muot shown

COnisiderable indignation at the bard features of tue Cuercion Bill. Nothing

evidantly but tbe direst necessity canr excuse some of its provisionis, which

ara a perfect. antithesis to the method lie proposed and still believes to ha

fhe hast. In this wa beliave im to ha wrong ; but it is a debateabla

SUlbjeet, its premises depending, very much on the view unie takes of the
Chanracter of the prescrnt agitation iji Ineland. If wa are convimîced that

the Parnellite movement is a wicked conspiracy, and that the Parnellite

desugns ana treasonous, tlien we approva trost heartily of the Bill, as a

Ineasura for the coarcion of crime, and, as a consequence, for the restoration

Of Ordar in Ireland. But if, on the other band, we should take the view

-as8 Mr. Gladstone dos-that the Parnellites truly represent a legitimata

afld generai national aspiration for local self -overrnment, themi we could

'lot but condamn most strongly a measure that ýwould imposa penalties on

Pafriotisin, and stigmatise Inishinen in genaral as unfit to ha entrusted

WifI the ordinary privileges of civilisation. We do not believe they are

80; nom, do we beliave that the mass of the Ir-ish people, howevar strong

thair national feeling, aim to set up an Irish nationality independent of

nreat Bnitain. But the politicians who, as a National League, bave seized
th.reins of power in Ireland unquestionahly do se ; thiey are using for

their OWn purposes a wide-spread disafiection, springing miot froni political

but frr economic causes; and against tbein and their knowing tools is

the Coaercion Bill directed. If the Coarcion Bill affectad ahi Irishmen

ahike, as seains to ha the rather extravagant contention of its opponents,

We 8hould condemn it as strongiy as thay do ; but, in fact, if affects only

a. 8mail body of offendans, and while, basides, ail offences of a political
character, such as treason, traason-falony, and saditious lihel, are axpressly

exdl'uded fromr its operafion, ail law-ahîding peuple are perfecfiy sacune

under it. The only classes that it affe'cts are those giiilty of certain

offences -criminal conspiracy, boycotting, riotin, ofî e under the

\Vhiteboy Acts, assauit on oficers of the law, forcibie and unlawful pos-

session. 'Phese are crimes flot usualiy practised by a law-abiding people;

therefore ail such, while they remain sucb, are safû ; the only new feature

introduced by the Bill is that persons guilty of sticl offeîîees will not have~

s0 many and great chances of escape as they have eijoyed of late ; and

the National League, or any others, if they incite to these crimes, will be

suppressed or punished. But to cuîîplain, as the( opponents of uC Bill

do, that it is an injury and insuit to ail Irislîmen,ýi, is to protest too much.

The suspension of the ordinary iaw in a country is a great evil, as being

a sign that crime is unusually rife-too rif to ho dtait with by the ordi-

nary tribunals ; and it should flot be donre without the very gravest cause

-such, for instance, as the practical usurpation of the Governient by a

conspiracy of treason and plunder. tiut nule but traitors and nialefactors

have anything to fear froin thu suspe-nsion ; to ail others-and let us hope

the miass of Irishmen are aiongy thcse the institution of a law for the

effectuai coarcion of crime is a protection.

'PIE meagre particulars of the Land Bill that have reached this sida

(Io not afford inaterial for an intelligent iugîn olefrne on th

probable effects of this Bill. One god( foaciire, hoxviver, secîîîs to be

cicar-the abolition of the dual ownership) cf landl create(i iy the Act of

1881. This is niost des!irable ; and if, lwsides, a cheap aîîd easy inethod

of transferring the landlord's interest Lo the tenant lias been devised, the

Irish problein is solvedl But, wve regret to ,,ay, we dIo not noute iii the
cable reports a word on this suhJect of cheap land transfer, which yet is

the one gTreat vital necd of Ireland, as anr esseiitially agricultural country,

whose prusperity depends su much on the well l>eing of the pcasantry.

Snch a provision is as much in the interest cf laxîdlords as of tenants: the

landlords' (Iay is evidantly dune, and any ready mnus of effccting a

transfer of tlîe land oni fair ternis to tlîe tenants, doiug away with tha

exorbitant law charges, wbich are almiost prohibitory, ouglit tu bc wclcolined

as a deliverance froni an untenable position. Mort-ages will, no doubt, in

a great proportion of cases stand in the way ; but no settiement of the

Irish question cani ba had till the general body cf tillers of tha soil own

the soul; and to assist in the transfer, the State inust step iii with authority

and with assistance, while the landiords and mnortgagces, remnembering wbat

the land bas already yielded thein, mnust be prepared also to bear a share

of the sacrifice. This, or something leading to this, is, we liope, provided

for by the Land Bill it wuuld go fan to suive a problein whose pretended

insolubility is a disgrace to tire political sense of the Eniglish peuple;

among ail the plans for worthuly celebrating the (2ueeii's Jubilee nonre-

not ail put together-would yiel su noble a resuit as such a satisfaction

and contentinent of a now disaffected portion of the Quecins subjeots.

IN spite of the ravived war ruinours froint Europe, we ara still of opinion

that nu war will break out this spring. The key of the situation reahly lies

with Russia iii Bulgaria ;and she is nuot likely tu lift bier liai-d whila Ger-

inany is free to assist Austria. While aIse Russia is clear of the embarrass-

ment that an invasion of the Balkans would probably iîïvolve har in, Gar-

many will not attack France ; for Plussia will neyer pevrmit France, if

defeated, to be Ilsaignée à blantc." On the other hand, France cannot

attack Garmany while Austria and Italy are standing by idle and fully

arîned. Thle chapter of accidents may, of course, at any turne precipitate a

war ; but neither sida will willingly rush into it, until some new combina-

tion or devalopînent affords a better protection iii tlank. TPhe latest alli-

ance reported is between Russia and France, as against Germany, Austria,

and Italy ; and this is probably the final arrangemient of the opposing

forces :still, the coming war is prol)ably yet very (listant.

TuaF Toronto crickaters whio banqueted the other day in honour of

their gaine would anjoy the second volnume of Mr. iPycroft's Il Oxford

Mernories " (Bentley and Sonr). It is full of tire Iistory of the gaina, with

accounts and anecdotes of its herces, and discusses ail the questions

which affect its prescrnt or future. Evidently a crisis iii the fortunes of

cricket has arrived. TPhe time which a match takes, since training fias

ruade the defence of the wickets se superior to the attack, begins to ba fait

as a serious objection, especially in counitries like ours, where there is flot,

as in England, a leisure ciass. Moreover, matches lose their interest

when scores of three hundred hecome coulmon; the thing, as Mr. Pycroft

says, is too paipably easy; it is like fishing when tire fisli rush of theinselves

into the net. Mr. Pycrof t, bowevar, thinks that there is a remnedy. Ha

bolds that the gaine admits of ready adaptation to the powers of tha sides

and to the turne at their commnand. Hie would have the stumps placed dloser


