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nlot Ilcrop the flowery mead," but pulls it out, and tears, as it were, thesoit. The goat is the worst of ait. One dty a deýputation of peasantsfroml the Jurat had an interview with Napoleon 1. ; hae asked them thestereotyped question, xlat lie could do fur them. "'Sire," they replied,igmake a law against tire goats."
Sheep and goats scarify the soit where they graze, thus permitting therain to enter, and inake fissures which cut down to the rock. They werethe cause of the ruiii of Palestine, Greece, and Sieily, hy transfornîing fertilech impaigns iiito denudedt rock, grilled by the suni. Titis is the scientîfic con-clusion of the idyls of Theocritus and Virgil.

TuiE action of mani tbroiigh agriculture provokes a change of matters onthe surface of the globe, ainoutiii to millions of tons aninually. Daesthis affict the co-sinie forces of our planet i Is the weiglît of the globealtered thereby ?t Witt tire centre of gravity, in the long rua, be influenced,or the astronomie mnoveinents of the eartli b,- derange I? A slight aiîgnren-tation of matters about the region of tire equator nmay, unider the inifluenceof the sun and nmoon, affoct the direction of the eartlî's axis of rotation,causing a deviation in the forai of the earth-naking it more sphierical than
round.

M. YVFS GUYOT'S Il [etters on Colonial Politics I continue to be thevade rnecu)tt on the vexed question of rirench colonial expansion. Anotheredition lias been called for. 'rie author lias no faith in oficiaI colonization;lie believes only iii the emnigramît wlio sets out at bris own risks and pei'ils,to foun-d a new bomne. Such are tlîe ilîliabitants of Brittany, thîe Basquedistricts, aîîd the soutirern regions of Franco, wlîo sliun Seniegal, Guiana,and eveni Algeria, but ivho go, unaided by arly subvention or encourage-ment on tlîe part of the U-overtnunt, spoîîtaîîîou.s1y to thme Argentine11epulblic, wbere they numnber 100,000, or to Monîtevideo; tîmese are thereal eînigraits. Sorne go to thme Uîîitvd States, a few also to Canada. Theofficial colonies are insalubrious, and Tonqiuiiî i thîe acine in this respect.No European, sayas Guyot, carn re8idi' 'it ToIi(liin leyomîd three years.Tîme usual inortality of the Frenchî soluliers tlee is ter, per cent., and three-fifths of thîe deattîs re.sult fromi dyseîîtery, Europeain mothers, too,uîîvariably die in tlîeir accouichemn. At 8aîgo,,n, which is accepted asheaithier, there were in 1880 omîly lieVen i iropeýan inarriages, forty-sixbirth8, but there were 142 delatîma. Anîd tîmi8 i8 a saîpîn 'of the otîmercolonies. The inilitary and civil agents returui froin lndo-Cmina, wrecks,full of envy at tiiose wimoi they limve leit; belind-iiî tire graveyards.
In Algreriat there is anl airny of .50,000 inýn kept iip, at a cost of50,000,000 francs yeai'ly. Thie ittipoýrts to Algeria are but 15 1,OO0,000fr.

Iii Cocîiin Cinia tlîe colony l)Oys i'iglit, francs of fortigî,i ag iînst one franicof Frenchi goods. Eigblteen-t mnîmtls ufter tire signiiîg of the treaty of coin-nierce withi Atinani (Augist 31, 1873,) iot a sinîgle Frenich sliip ]ladentered tire Red River; w1bile tîmat new route to \Vustern China had iiithe inealîtinie becoune a noiopoty iii tire landî of thie Euîi ist.i, Cliiniese,aiîd Gerumans. Theo oîîly clieats in 'ouquin are Franice's own soldiers,functioaarie*s, aîîd theîr followers. The oiity commerce on wbilm shtecounts to obtain customn revenue is opiou-the drug with whichi suieaccuseàs E ngland of poi>ioing the Celestials.
In Algeria, pertitiently reinarks M. Guyot, the Europeaa colonist is apartisan of universal suffrage; but o11 condition that hie and bis 194,000co-colonists possess ail thme votes, and tlîat tire 3,000,000 Arabs have onlythe right to obey, pay taxes, aîîd hold their tongues. That colonist is a par-tisan of liberty, but denands an iron hand as necessary to keep the Arabsin'clieck. le is advocate of equality, but on the condition that the Arabsmust atone pay the expenses, bie subinissive to exceptional laws, wlîile hehinu4elf cain ject tlîem wlîen it suits his pgrsoniai convenience. Titis is theIrishman'si reciprocity-all on one side. ZERO.

§111E EXAMINEVLR.

POLITICAL phrageology was slîarply edged in the days when Disraeli wasyoung. Everybody reiinmber., of course, Macaulay's description of tirescelle which took place ait the passing oi thîe Reforan Bilt ; Iîow one boa-ourable gentlemian Illooked like a daminel seul," and another looked likeJudas Iscariot takiîîg off bis neck-cloth for the final operation." ln theletters to bis sister, Disraeli uses sonie pretty sharp language also, and nodoubt aIl is not givea. People wbo gilve a dinner to O'Connell werel"senie ruffians and 'refuse"'; an honouratîle iineiber risimg "looked mosthideous "; O'Connell makes a "ruifianly ackaowledgnîent"I of tire Speaker'sreprinîaad ; Murchison is a "stifl' geological prig "; at the Coronation,clMelbourne looked very awkward and uncouth with bis coronet cockedOver his nose, bis robes urader lis feet, and holding the great sword of
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state like a butcher ";. the Bishop of London is "la latitudinarian trimmer,"~and so on. It is flot merely in the riewspapers in our day that Illow per-sonalities"I are used. There neyer was a time whlen they were flot used.Nothing could be more scaadalousîy abusive than the literature o? therenaissance ; the literature of the eigbteenth Century in England wasgrossly personal and abusive ; the political writing o? the beginaing, ofthis century was very personal ; and a close investi gation would show thatthe hiabits of the press aad of politiciaxîs have flot grown worse, but better,ithe lapse of time.
[t is very interesting to watch the progress o? Disraeli's relations withMrs. Wyndham Lewis, in going through tîmese letters. In order to aF:sisttire reader it may be worth white to give a little "lbrie?"I on the subject.At page 6 he is "introduced (April 28, 1832,) by particular desire teMrs. XVyndlîanî Lewis, a pretty littie womnan, a flirt and a rattle; indeed,gifted with a volubility 1 should think unequaîîed, and of which I canconvey no i'lea. She told me she liked 's8ilent, nielatichîoîy men.' 1 toldber that 1 lîad no doubi of it." Tlîat was flot just the beist beginning fora romance, or even for a inarriage ; but sometimnes marriage begins " ita littie aversion." At page 100 we g,ýt the announcenient o? WyndhamLewis's sudden d-ath (NMarch, 1838)1 withl the cautious renmark as to thewidow, "lShe is, of course, ait pre.sent exremî eel vdet d," c. Atfopage 110 things have imnproveîî, and Dsal seietyavnig oin Jonc, I have got a gold (Coronation> tiiedal givon aie as M.P., but 1have presented it to Mfrs. WV. L.," an ornen of wliat is comniing. At page112 (July, 1838), Disraeli, withi old Lord RolIe, is the onily guest at Mrs.Lewis's biouse to sec the reviow in H-yde Park ;and it is obvions thataftXirs are approaclîing tîme, usual cri8is. At page 134 (August, 1889), adecorous period liaviimg elapsed, Ilour niarriage is fixed for \Vednesday."

Aad tliereafter, aIt througm tlîe letters, tîmere is a continuai strain of pridein Mlary Arne, of confidêee in ber, of interest in lier pleasures, of satis-faction at bier social triumnpls, and o? pîcasure in bier society. So it con-tinuec tilt tlîe end of ber days, and lia inourited lier ceaseiessly. "I 1 naycommit rnany follies in life," lie wrote in Aiayl 1833, Il but I neyer intendto nîarry for love, wlmich I arn sure is a guiamantee of infelicity." Whetherha nîarried for love or nlot, hae certainly hll ?elicity as far as the worldknows; and rnost womien, ait least, will wish to bolieve that he did so inspite of bis protestations, wlmîch were probably mere hunibug.

EXpERTEy;Cr teaches us that there are few su ets se fascinating asamateur mnedicinle. Giveni a mri, or a womman, witli a good lively clîronic
disorder of resipectable character and learned name, not fatal but trouble-
soine, and you cari aiways conuit liimi, or lier, in for a medical conversation
of any lengtli. Pmoof positive of tice fascinatingl cliaracter of amateurmediime is to be fourni in the enmiless variety o? patent medicines ailswallowed eagerly by people who are treating their own cases in their ownway ; andimn the large popular literatuire devoted to the science of lîealth,wvitlî very littie direct eff'ct that elne cani sc, except perhaps to stimulate
thîe doinand for more patent inelicines. To gratify tlios~e who uiay be engerto acquire new information and try ?reshi experimeats withl their probablyovertaxed systenis, tbere are seine volumes recently publis9hed that can berecominended. Firit we have Il Gout, and its relations te dîse-ases of theLîver and Kid neys,' by Rtîbson Roose, M.D., wlmose name rea<ls like ajoke,but is no doubt a serions piece of nomnmclature. It is dedicated to SirWilliam Gull, wliich gives it a respectable air ait once. Most people, thatis most amateurs, are of opinion tlîat gout is a disease of the legs, super-induced (they generally get as far as superinduced in their scientifle termi-nology) by indulgence in too mucli port 'vine and the general pleasures ofthe table. Tîmat is,, to a certain extent, truc no0 doubt; but Dr. Roose says,IlI ain fully coavinced that funictional disorder of the liver uuîderlies thema jrity of gonty manifestations, and that the kidneys are enly second.arîly imîîplicated." On tire subipet of wine as a cause o? gout, this inedical
gentleman lias soîne conlsolatory remnarks. *lHe says :

It would seern that alcohol, taken in the forai of brandy, wbiskey,gin, etc., caumiot be regarded as a cause of gout, înasmmîuch as iîm spirit-drink-lmg comntries the disease is alinost ummkmown. Tfire iimnmoderate use, bow-evý-r, of distilled spirits is a couninoa cause o? disease of the liver andkimlneys; anmd wlîere gouty predisposition exists", ally habit which tends tedanage the kidmîcys mîust augument the conistitutionadirdr
It is the old story Il Put tire litle dm55s into lts, and thien sead forme; l'i a stuniner on fits." Titis book is chleap, and inay be recomnmendedto a-iy mari wbo lias a good family physca to r*eytetdn'

Inistakes. sca ormd thsuen'
The other volumne is more likely to be generaîîy read. It contains agood deai of very sensible information. It treats of Il Tire Diseases ofSedenitary and Advanmced Life," and the author is Dr. Fothergili. Aboutbaîf the diseases of advancing life nmight eitber be prevented or postpenecl


