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THE ONTARIO WORKMAN.
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wero within a few hundred yardsof tho guard-
-room, when we passed the field ‘officer’s quar-
ters. I fondly hopad £hit’he would not pase
them, and that he would dlemnsl me at the
door, bt T was ratlier cnrpmed to'see a blaze
of light come from’‘the windows, and to hear
the sound of musw It was évident that there
wasa “hop” going on ineide, and I already
began to tremble from a sort of instinct that
even misfortune was yct to atténd.

My premonitions were true, for upon reach-
ing his door my persecutor, in a choerful tone,
maid : .

**Well, we've had ‘a-cold tour; you musé
eome in and take a glass of wine, and per-
haps a glass will warm your.”

“I'm really much obliged,” I hastily an.
swered, ‘“‘but I should not hke to lem'c my
guard.”

‘¢ Nonsensc, nonsenso-—tho guard mll be all
right ; you must come in.” :

* You muot ” he s:ud in quite & determmed
tone. .

I felt desperate, and again declared that 1
thought I ehould be wrong to leave my guard.

“Ill take the responsibility,” said the
domon, ‘‘so come along ;" saying which, he
grasped my arm, and almost dragged mo into
she porch of his quartera.

When we entered the house and were ex-
posed to the light of the hall lamps, I fancied
I eaw a slight twinkle in the eyo of the officer,
and I began to wonder whether he really
knew of my predicament, and wished to have
his jokke, He gave no other intimation, how-
ever, that I saw, but quickly took off his
eloak, and said that I had better do the same.
Secing: me hesitate, he aaid, '*‘come, look
alive, off with it.” o C

Further remonstrance I found would be
uselesn, so that thére was 1o help for me but »

full confession. Smmnomng my courage and
foarmg ‘to hcsttste, 1 blarted out, * Colonel,
I’veno trousors on.’

¢ The deuce you bavn’t !’ he said. “Woll,
you'd better go and put them on, and then
eomo here as soon as pouible, and bave a glass
of something warm.”

1 ‘rushed out of the quarters, half deter-
mined not to return. I was fully awake now,
and shivered like'n half drowned dog ; but no
sooner had I deessed than the colonel came
over to say that a quadrille was waiting for
nie, -

1 determined to put a bhold face on the
matter, and entered the drawing room- where
a party of about fifty had asscmbled. It was
evident by the titters of the young ladies, the
gnins of the men, and the subdued smiles of
the dowages, that my story was kuown.

The colonel had told it as a good joke to the
major, who had whispered it to his wife, she

" had breathed it into the ear of two of her

friends, and in about ten rninutes every person |

in the room knew a young subaltern hadun-
willingly gone his rounds in his nightshirt.

As long as I stayed in that garrison I was a
standing joke. When the girls. saw me they
always looked away and smiled, 40d it seemed
ag impossible for tne to obtain an answer from
any of them as for a clown to preach a sor.
mon. Tkey ever seemed afraid to dance with
me, fearing as I afterwards heard, to lock at
my legs, lest I might be deficient in some
articles of raiment.

I soon exchanged and. went into another |

regiment, aud years afterward I heard my own
adventure related in a crowded drawing room,
all the details of the story being true except
the name of the prisoner—ry misfortuns hav-
tog been attributed to an unfortunate fall.

I never went to bed on guard after that
'nigbt.—-('harri);;/ Crous,

SCIENTIFIC.

A COMPOUND LOCOMOTIVE.

An ingenious member of the Manchester
Scientific and Mechanical Society proposes to
apply the compound principle to locomotives,
This is how he sets about it, says the Englich
Mechanic. He would use steam of 230 Ibs. on
the square inch “to work the small cylinder,
and expand this steam into a supplementary
boilér bearing a pressure of 60 or 65 lbs. tothe
syuare inch, so asto have a surplus of cfiective
pressure of 180 lbs, or 190 lbs, in the small
cylinder, or about 60 or 65 1bs. in the larger
onc.  The principle alterations proposed are
in the boiler.  In adapting his plan to a loco-
motive of the medinm size, be would make the
hoiler two feet longer than at present, and
divide it into two distinct parts, the part con-

-taining the furnace or fire box to be 2 feet
shovter than p@lesent 50 a8 to have the
supplementa) er 4 feet longer, both being
equal i dia ¥, ahd equal in number, size,
and poslen be tubes, the two parts of the
boiler ‘ng fimly bolted togother, and arrang-
ed so bat the tubes of ono are in a lme with
the other, so that the ot air and flame may

- pass freely through from ont to the other. An
important advantage claimud by the plan is
that the-dviver of the locomutive will be en-
abled to start his engine with the full power
of steam 1n both cylinders ab once, which he
could not do if compounded in the usnal way.
Although this plan will require extra outlay,
there will be a considerable saving in fuel,
which, with other advantages, it is claimed,
will more than compensate for the extra cost.
‘We are not surprised to hear that discussion
followed the reading of the paper, in which
the feasibility of the plan was generally con-
demued. Ultimately, however, tho discussion
was adjourned, in order that the inventor
might give furthe information on the subject.

is then completely cooled in water.

TEST FOR ARS®NICAL  COLORS ON
WALL I’APERS .

Professor Hagor rcccommonds the following
method for detecting this dangerous class of
arsenical colors, which, we may remark, are not
confined to greeu alone, for even red some.
tiines contains arsenic : A piece of-paper is
sonked in'a concentrated -solution of sedium
nitrate (Chili saltpeter) in cyual parts of
aleohiol and water, and allowed to dry. The
dried ‘paper is burued in a shallow poreelain
dish, ‘Usnally it only smolders producing no
flame. ‘Water-is poured over the ashes, and
caustic potash added to a strongly alkaline re.
action, then boiled and filtered. The filtrate
is acidified with dilute sulphuric acid, aud per-
manganate of potash is added slowly as longas
the red color disappears or changes to a yellow’
brown upon warming, and finaily a slight ex-
cess of chamelion solution is preseat. If the
liquid becomes turbid, it is to be filtered.
After cooling, more dilute sulphuric acid is |
adtled and also a picce of clean pure ainc, and
the flask closed with a cork split in {we
places, In one aplit of the ¢ “a piece of
paper moistened in silver nitra@is' fastened,
in the other a strip of parchment poper dipped
in the sugar of lead. If arsenic id'p ment, the
silver goon blackeuns, The lead paper is mere-
ly a check on the presence of sulph-hydric
acid. According to Hager, the use of per-
manganate of potash is essential, otherwise the
silver paper may be blackened when arsenic is
present. .

HARDENING STEEL TOOLS, &c.

The following sccret, unpatented composi-
tion, suggested by the chemist Kulicke, has
beea employed with success at Saarbrucken
for restoring burned stcel to'its primitive con.
dition, and as_it affords  a peculiarly hard
metal, it is also used for tempering steel tools
that are oo soft, or may have become so by
uge, as chisels, saw-blades, &c. Although
rather expeneive, it is really an economical
treatment where large numbers of steel tools
are used. DBurned steel heated to a cherry
red, snd forged somewhat on an anvil, is
plunged into a well-mixed doughy mass (in s
box near by);, composed of tartaric acid, 6
ounces ; cod:oil, 30 ounces ; charcoal powder,
2 ounces ; bone black, 8 ounces ; beef tallow,
10 ounces; yellow prussiate of potash;,5
ounces : and burned hartshorn, 3 ounces ; aiy|
Sm.
articles of cast-iron, such as wheel boxes, axle-
bearings, &c., may be successfully case-hard-
éned by being plunged red-bot into a mixture’
of 10 buckets of urine, five. pounds of whiten-
ing, and four pounds of salt.

THE VIENNA PRIZES.

Seventy thousand articles have been exhibit.
ed at the Vicnna show, an ;002 awards
have been distributedsy. iz aggregate
number of premiums,'fi‘.%l were diplomas of
honor, 8,024 medals for progress, 8,800 medals
for merit, 8,326 medals for good taste, 978
medals for art, 1,998 medals for co-operation,
and 10,465 diplomas of merit or honorable
mention. ‘These were awarded a follows:
Austria (without Hungary) 5,991, Germany
5,066, France 3,142, Ttaly 1,908, Hungary
1,604, Spain 1,157, Englaud and colonies 1,156,
Russia 1,018, Switzerland 722, Belgium 612,
Norway and Sweden 334, 'Lurkey 470, Portu-
gal 441, United States 411, Denmark 309,
Holland 284, Roumania 238, Japan 217, Brazil
202, Cireece 183, China 118, Egypt 75, Re-
publics of Central and South America 4,
Persia 29, Morocco, Tunis and Tripoli 20,
Madagascar, etc, 10, Monaco 9,
and Turkestan, each 1.
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DAYLIGHT THROUGH THE HOOSAC
TUNNEL.

The last charge of powder required to com-

* plete the piercing of the Hoosac mountmin has

been fired, and after the uninterrupted labor
of five years the working parties from the cast
and west stvod face to fabe with no interven-
ing wall to separate them. By the completion
of this work the aspirationy of fifty years have
been realized and the long standing threat of
Massachusetts to “let duylight through the
Hoosue” hias been carried out,
WTo understand the importance of this tunnel
to Boaton, and the trade of the Waest, it is
necessary to explain that the Apalachian
chain of mountaina starting in New Hampshire
runs nearly North and south across the western
part of Massachusctts, and on to Virginia,
forming a rocky wall which has shut out
Boaton from a direet connection with the west.
Some thirty years ago the Boston and Albany
railway climbed over this mountain range, and
is still. Boston’s chief means of access to the
west. Other railways have since done the
same, but in all cases at a cost of fearful de-
tours and fearful grades. The rocky wall
spoken of would have becn nearly as -great a
barrier to New York as to Boston had it not
been that the Hudson river has hollowed a
valley through it which not only give the lat-
ter city river navigation to Albany but also a
natural pathway for her most important rail-
ways. The advantage of railway facilities
which New York has had over Boston will be
lost to her by the cowmpletion of the tunnel,
though she will still retain the advantage of
thoe navigation, while Boston will have the ad-
vantago of being 200 miles nearer Liverpool.
A history of the Hoosac tunuel would. ro
quire a volumo instead of a newspaper article.

I$ was spokon of some fifty yeara ago, but it

Mexico, Siam, |-

was then intended for & canal instead of &
“lrailway. In 1848 the Troy and Greenfield
Railway Company took the project up, but
with & most inadequate idea of its cost and
difficulty. From tho time of tho failure of
this company down to 1862 the history of the
project. is one of successivo attempts and suc-
ceasive failares. Iu that year the State of
Massachusetts resolved to take the watter in
its own hands, and placed it under the man-
agement.of three Coramissioners. The diffi-

culties, however, continued to be numerous.

The work was lot out in section contracts,

which did not work satisfactorily. At length

in 1868, the whole contract was let to the

Canadisn firm of ‘Walter and Frank Shanly,

whoientered into bonds to have it completed

by March 1874 for the sum of 34,694,265, At

‘thia time only one twelfth of the work had

been done, Under the Messrs. Shanley the

work has made rapid progress nnd mnow the

huge mountains has been pierced. The tunnel

is 43 miles in length, 26 feet wide, and from

23 to 26 feet high. It is ventilated by an

enormous shaft at the centre and another near

the east end.

This will be oue of the celcbrated tunnels of

the world, and it is at least, pardonable pride

in us to refer to the fact that after twenty

years of failure by others it bas becn carried

to suceess by a Canadian firm.

HUMOROUS.
DRAWING A CROWD.

Years ago a story fell under our observa-
tion which gave comsiderable amusement at
at the time. A certain gentleman wagered
that he could collect a large crowd of people
in a popular street of London simply by the
utterance of a few words. The wager was ac-
cepted, whercupon.the adventurons man pro

ceeded to the street indicated, on which was
» church, and intently gazed upward, saying,
as he did so, *“ There it is I In ten minutes,
quite a concourse of people had crowded
around’ him, all gazing upward, and pouring
out question and ejaculations, such as, “What
is it?” *“Where?” ‘Do you see it?” &e.
Finally, some individual, bolder than the
rest, preesed close to the originator of the
mystitication, and asked, * What do you see?”
“'The clock on the steeple " was the retort,

as the triumphant winner of the wager slip-

| ped through the discomfited erowd, and dis-

appeared, leaving them to receive the joke as
they would, havin~ satisiactorily proved that
one of the easiest things in the world is to
draw a crowd in a large city. A somewhat
similar incident of this kind occurred in San
Francisco a short time ago. A man carrying
upon his shoulders & heavy iron bar struck it
against a large glass window and cracked the
pane. The street was one where loaded
vehicles frequently passed, and so to prevent
the jarring from causing the bracka to extend,

a ring was drawn about the spot on the glass
with a diamond point. Somebody ecaughta
sight of the shivered spot and the circle about
it, and stopped to look. Another did like-
wise ; the crowd increased, and in a short
time four policemen arrived on the runm, it
having been reported at headquarters that a
pistol ball had been fired into the office, and
that the place had been robbed. Of course the
coming of the police drew a still larger crowd,
anA the office was almost besieged. The ex-
citement could not be allayed, and the crowd
did not disperse until a placard was hung up,
giving the explanation of the affair, and even
then a number lingered near to spell out the
words.
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BABY’S FIRST TOOTH.

- —

The Danbury News details the following
pleasing domestic event :—Mr. and Mrs. Har-
bison had just finished their breakfsst. Mr.
Harbison had pushed back, and was looking
under the loungegor his boots. Mrs, Harbison
sat at the table, holding the infant Harbison,
; and mechaniecally working her forefinger in its
: mouth. Suddenly she paused in the motion,
threw the astonished child on its back, turned
aswhite as a sheet, pried open its mouth, and
immediately gasped, ** Ephram I Mr. Harbi-
son, who was ou his knees with his head under
the lounge, at once came forth, rapping his
| head sharply on the side of the lounge as he
* did 36, and, getting on his feot, inquired what

was the matter. O Ephraim,” said she, the
l tears rolling down her cheeks and the smiles
, convsing up.  *“ Why, what is it, Armethea?”
said the astonished Mr. Harbison, smartly
rubbing his head where it had come in con-
tact with thelounge. ¢ Baby —" she gasp-.
ed. Mr. Harbison turned pale, and commene-
od to sweat, “Baby —— O, 0, O, Ephraim !
Baby has—baby bas get a tooth !” ¢ No!”
sereamed Mr. Harbison, spreudm" his legs

struggling heir with all his might. T tell
you it is,” persisted Mrs. Harbison, with a
slight evidence of hysteria, 0, O, it can’t
be,” protestcd Mr. Harvison, preparing to
swear if it wasn't.  *“ Come here, and see for
yourself,” suid Mrs. Harbison, ¢ Open it’s
'ittle mousy wousy for its own muzzer. That’s
a toody woody ; that's a blessed 'tttle "ump o’
sngar.” Thus eonjured, the heir opened its
mouth sufficiently for tho author of its\heing
to thrust in his finger, aud, the ‘gentleman
having convinced himself by the most indubi-
table cvidence that a tooth was thire, immedi-
ately kicked his hat across the room, buried
his fist in the lounge, and declardd with much
foeling and vehemence that he could lick the

/ing and washing machine ; that with it she

apart, dropping his chin, and stariug at the.

he was not the hiappiest man on the face of the
carth,

THE CEDAR POST.

We heard a good one tho other night about
some young ladies at a certain private board-
ing houge up in the West End who thought

individual who would dare to intimate that

You say they are tnﬂes then all the more
they ought not to be neglectcd But, trifles
though they be, to neglect thom is not a trifle;
it ia a broach of plain duty.

ce-— -

A GOOD LESS0N.

1f your boys revolt from study, give them

they would play « trick on their lonesome
mule hoarder. They cot an old eedar post and
dressed it up ** femalely,” one volunteering a
chignon, another—a palpitator ! another pads,
and 8o on infinittn until each bLad duprived
herself of aome of her most necessary - toilet,
and laid it—oli, 6o beautifully-—on the youug
man’s bed ! and left. When the long shadows
came, (unfortunately Mr. —— was to call
that evening), the young man came also. He'
immediately proceeds t6 his room and unpén
tirst sight of the -#* pretty creature ” and her
position, blushed, (as every young man does),
and left to inform some of the Mr, M——'s of
his narrow escape. But strange to say not
even Mary, who had been let into the secret,
could be found. He saspects;'returns to his
room, peeps, and afterwards boldly enters,
and with ¢ feelings all over” proceeds to in-
vestigate, when lo ! the cedar post. Clerkibus
now thinks it his turo, and being the fortu-
nate owner of a good lock and keys, com-
mences (we blush to think of it) to strip the
unfortunate *‘lady,” and lock up all except
the post, which has been carried out. These
girls didn’t go out on Sunday night, nor see,
the circus, and now they say Mr. is the,
meanest fellow that ever s.opped at their
house.

-

BALLOT WOMEN.

“Yes” says an advocate of ‘ Woman’s
Rights” in San Francisco. * They say man
was created firat, ¢ Sposin’ he was! Ain't first
experiments always failures? If I was a bet-
ting man, I’d het two dollars and & balf they
are. The only decent thing about him, any-
how, was a rib, and that went to make some-
thing better. (Applause.) And then they
throw it in our face about Eve taking that ap:
ple. I'll bet five dollars Adam boosted her
up in the tree, and then only gave her the
core! And what did he do when he was
found out ? True to his masculine instinct, he
sneaked behind Eve's Grecian bend, and
whirapered, ‘ Twerent me; "twas her.” Bring
up your daughters to love and caress the bal-
lot, and when they are old and ugly they will
not depart from it. Teach them that man
occupies no position that women caonot fill,
even to a pair of pauts. Teach them that
without the ballot woman is simply a cook.

can just rule her little roost. We bave plenty
of ballot glrls, but what we want is ballot
women.’
ey aERih -0~ Ehr——
THE SLANDEROUS TONGUE.

The tongue of slander is never tired. In one
way or another it manages to keep itself in
constant employment. Sometimes it drips
honey and sometimes gall, It is bitter now,
and then sweet. 1t insinuates or sasails direet-
ly, according to the circumatances. It will
bidea curse under a smooth word, and ad-
minister poison in the phrase of love. Like
death, it ‘‘loves a shining mark.” Anditis
never so available and eloquent as when ic
can blight the hopes of the bresk down or
destroy the character of the brave and strong.
What pleasure man or woman can find in such
work we have never been able to see. And
yet there is pleasure of some sort in it to the
multitudes, or they would not betake them-
selvestoit. Some passion of soul or body
must be gratified by it. But no soul in high
estate can take delight in it. It indicates
lapse, tendency toward ehaos, utter depravity.
It proves that somewhere in the soul there is
weakness, waste, evil nature. Education and
refinement are no proof against it. They often
serve only to ‘polish the slanderous tongue,
incrense its tact, and give it suppleness and

strategy.
e g — e

TRIFLES.

Our lives, or rather their happiness ov
misery, are ina great measure made up of
trifles, just as time is made of moments. The
discomfort of having to wait for a meal be-
vond its regular hour, of finding things ill-
prepared or carelessly done, of meeting sloven-
liness and discomfort when ease or even ele-
gance, or of being bronght up sharp at every
turn by want of punctuality or of method—
these are ills more difficult to hear than the
uninitinted imagine. Most houses might be
comfortable and elegant. Yes, elegant! for
comfort cousists in finding everything where
it should be; elegance in adding to what
should be there that which needs not be
there, but whose presence surprises, attracts,
and gratifies.

There is often neither comfort nor elegance
in the richer maunsions, while both are found
in the laborer’s cottage. A jug filled with
flowers, o neat white curtain, a couple of
flower pots, may effect what the expenditure
of hundreds has not achieved. Let it not be
said that these are mere trifles, unworthy of
attention, Distrust the pretencoe of that
spirituality whose eyes are too lofty for the
common things of life. In the long catalogune
of things to ‘“think on,” they rank at any

.an opportunity to test the pleasure of manual
labor, and then let them follow the occupation
they prefer. In nine cases out of ten, books
will carry the day,.

““ When I was a boy,” eaid the elder Adams,
““I had to study the Latin grammer, hut it
was dull, and 1 hated lt Py _fgrbnr. wag anx

ious to send me to co’

-studied grammar till T O R &

Jongor, and goiag to 1,
did not like study, anq™

employment. It was oppos..
he was quick in his anftl;er r.P( )

““Well, John, if Latin gn.mmer
suit, you may try ditching, perbaps thu,
My meadow needs a ditch, and you may-
Latin by and try that,”

*“This seemed a delightful change, and tu
the meadow I went. But [ soon found ditch-
ing harder than Latin, and iho first forenoon
was the longest I ever experienced. That duy
I ate the bread of labor, and glad was I when
mght came on. That night I made my com-
parison hetween Latin grammar and ditehing,
but said not a word about it. I dug the neat
forenoon and wanted to return to Latin at din-
ner, but it was humiliating, and I could not
doit. Atnight toil conquered pride, and I
told my father-—one of the sovereat trials of
my life—that if he choose I would go baok to
Latin grammar. He was glad of it ; and, if I
have since gained any distinction, it has been

owing to the two day’s labor in that abomm-
able ditch.”

-
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Sawdust and Chips.

A man who came home from-a Saratoga ball
in & crowded coach declared that he had no
objection to rings on his fingers, but that he
had decided objection to ““bells on his toes.”

An Irishman was asked if Lola Montez ever
smoked. * Yes sir, she did,” he exclaimned,
* and 80 does every volcano. Perhaps you'll
show me the lovely crater that don’t smoke !”

“Ididn’t at all expect company to-day,”
said & lady to her visitors, with a not very
Ppleasant look ; ** but I hope you'll make your-
self at home.” ¢ Yes, indeed,” replied one of
them, starting off ; I will make myself at
home as quick as possible.”

A young man fror® the country, after walk.
ing jnto the Lebanon,’ Ky., post office, the
other day, and dropped an unstamped letter
into the borx, remarked gleefully to a com-
pavion as they went away. * Don't say any-
thing about it, but I beat the government out
of three cents that time !”

A poor little church-goer asked his mother
where the “‘cattle with a thousand taily’
lived. ‘‘Cattle with a thousand tails, child!” .
exclaimed the astonished parent, ‘‘there are
no such things.” ‘“Yes there are,” returned
the boy ; *‘the minister said the cattle with &
thousand tails were the Lord’s ¢ '

The slowly-starving editor of a paper in
Battleboro, Vt., drops into poetry as follows ;

*“ We had sweet dreams the other night,

When all around was stiil,
We dreamed we saw a host of folks
Pay up their printer's bill,
We wish the dream would come to pass,
And our empty pockets fill—
- Tar da ump a te diddle dum,
Te tump te iddle dill.

A lady amnuses herself in a curious way with
the polite hypocrisy of society. She has an
‘orange plant in her parlor which bears neither
bud nor blossom, but she has had two full-
blown flowers and a half-opened bud of wax
placed upen the barren stalk. Her callers ad-
mire the sweet perfume of the lovely fluwer,
and the gentlemen notice that the bud hay ex-
poanided considerably,

A lot of minstrels went to a countly town
and advertised to give a performance for “‘the
benetitof the poor, tickets reduced tosixpence.”
‘Tee hall was crammed full. The next morn
ing a committee for the poor called upon the
treasurer of the concern, for the amount said -
benefit bad nettcd. Tha treasurer expressed
astonishment at the demand.  “I thought,”
said the chairman of the comnmittee, ‘‘you ad
vertised this concert for the benefit uf the
poor 2 Repliéd the treasurer, “Didn’t we
put the tickets down to sixpence mo that the

poor could come ?”  The committee vanished.

A colored man living on West Gireen Street,
having admired a colored widow living in the
next block above, but being afraid to come out
boldly and reveal his passion, went to a white
man of his acquaintance the other day, and
asked him to- write the lady a letter, asking
her hand in marriage. The friend wrote, telling
the widow, in a few brief lines that the size of
her féet were the talk of the neighborhood,
and asking herif she could not pare them
dewn a little.  The name of the colored iman
was signed, and he was to call on her Sunday
night for an answer. ‘The writer of the letter
met the niggéer limping along the atreot, and
asked him what the widow said. The man
showed him a bloodshot eye, & scratched nose,
a lame leg, and a spot on the acalp where &
handful of wool had been vinlently jerked out
and he answered. in solemn tones :—*‘She
didn’t say nuffin, and I dldn't stay dn- more’n

ratc among the ‘“‘whatsover thinge ave lovely.”

Y minuto!"




