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ALL the evils of ecclesiastical division, ail that exhibits

Christenclom to men and angels as a divicled and dis-
tracteci commnnity, maintaining hutnchecis of hostile and

irreconcilable religions under the naine of a common
Master, ail arises frorn the fact, that men make the es-
sence of Christianity tu consist in speculative doctrines and

not iii morai ones, andi accordingly make the unity of the
church to consist in a speculative uniformity which is need-

less and impossible, andt not in the uniformi rece'ption of
those moral traths which are fülly revea]ed and are not dif-

fered about. *Each individual Christian or sect sets downv
a point of meeting, where it is impossible to meet, and
mnakes Christianity consist in meeting there, and feels
and acts as if' such meeting were essential. Tfhere are
of course a thousand such points, and hence a real divi-

sion, anîd ail the jarriugs andi jealousies an-d strifes, deadly
and interminable, wvhich have su rent and distracted the
church, that should be one in thç bonds of love and pe4ce.
The evil arises not at ail from the speculative diversities
that do and must prevail, but from xnen's regar-ding those.
diversities as violations of the onene *ss of Christianity.
Neither does the evil consist in what we suppose to be
the speculative errors of any system of Christian doctrine,
as sueh ; but it arises from the idea that that one system,
or any other part icular system, is the one indivisible and
essential Christianity, andi froin the dispositions, princi-
pies, and measures which necessarily accompany that
faIse idea.


