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they had never seen "the horrid tragedy
of battle) over the acres protected by the
British flag and the ships of war.

“ The figure, recalling, as it does, the
tragic fate of young Lawrence and 70 of
his brave crew, is emineutly historic.”

Rev. Dr. Shermer is hopiug to bring the
matter "to the attention also of
the citizens of the United States, now re-
siding in Halifax and Dartmouth, in the
beliel that it may serve to increase the
growth of jiunternational friehdship be-
tween the mother country and lLer afore-
time colonies. 0

MY FIRST UNIFORM.
By Alg. B. Durham,

I can well remember the momentous
occasion when I first became a Voiun-
teer. With what fear and trembling I,
alongside of several bosom chums, stood
and listened awe-struck to the officers
slowly reading the oath of allegiance.
How carelully it was repeated, and
with what fervour I kissed the rusty
and time-worn ‘Testament. Such a
kiss a malden would envy.

How Ibegan immeidiately to almost
worry the tallor to  death in
my burning anxicty to get the
uniform home. When at  last it
was unfolded to the admiring
guze of my Dbrothers and sisters, how
happy 1 felt to be the proud possessor,
and immcdlately retived to the privacy
of my room to bedeck myself in Hen
Majesty's uniform. ‘

Ah! It was a happy moment Tor me
to sec myse'f reflected in the looking-
g.ass  wearlng real soldier’s clothes.
Yes, reai soldier’s clothes! 1 can sce
mysc.! now, strutting up and down the
room. trying to affect a strictiy, mar.
tlal sir, aad thinking how lovely the
buitons shone and with what beauti-
fu! symmetry the curves of the braid-
ing were sewn. How flerce, too, 1
looked under the helmet, with its bright
&ittering ornaments and chain strap ;
and didn’t T npearly brush all’ my hair
off in the fruitiess endeavour vo raise
a “quiff” for the better setting of the
forage-cap. Nor shall I ever forget the
the frantie efforts I made to pul the
cquipment on properly. Oh, that equip-
mont! How I sweated, and swore and
lstruggied to roll the overcoat as it
should be rolled, but without avail,
mor cou:d I manage to ferret out the
mysteries of the varlous straps and
buckles, 8o puzzsling to “‘Johnny Raw.’
Ioniy suceeeded In wrenéhing Lwo but-
tons off my brand new tunle, and
thought it was then time to desit and
postpone further investigations until I

could get the ald of xome kind fiiend

“in the know.” -

I reeslleet my  “manocuvres”™ that
evg-ning were brought to an abrupt
close Ly a totally unlooked-for inci-
dent. I had often  watched my com-
rades going through thelr annuzal exer-
cise, and fondly imagined I had obtaln.
ed some Tdea as to how it was done.
Of course, what must I dc but try and
perform with my own rifle and bayonet

(only issued that evening), with the
glorious result that io a very short
space of time the looking.glass beforc
which I was watching ‘the effect of my
cndeavours somehow  or other got in
the line of fire of the rilfe, and was
smashed to a thousand atoms. 'To
make matters worse, in the excitement
of the moment I managed to cut my
finger rather badiy with the bayonet.
The fearful row "brought the whole
family rushing upstairs, and you can
just imagline their faces on beholding
the dcelightful spectacle 1 preseated,
standing fully rigged in a heup of
broken giass, looking very Irightened,
and vainly trying to stop the flow of
blood from my cut finger. But I was
a youngster and a reeruit then.—Vol.
untecr Record.

SOLDIERS AND THE PR ESS

‘The speech of the Duke of: Cambridge
to the Sandharst cadets last Saturday,
in which he once more alluded to his
favourite tople of writing to the Press,
is being very freely «discussed. Quite
dramatic 19 eonsidered the passage in
which the Duke deelared ‘“‘he had been
told—but he declined to credit it—
that certain letters had been so written
by Sandhurst cadets;™ but he is thought
to have been a little too cmphatic in
adding that, if so, it was “a disgust-
ing act.” The questlon is being asked
whether it Is not somewhat anomal-
ous that the writlng for and -to (thu
Press 8o sternly interdicted: in the casce
ot small military fry is aliowed to the
Woiseleys and Brackennvurys of creation.

It iIs of course freely admitted that
tv permit the promiscuous airing of
gricvances in the Press would be sub-
versive of all discipline, and that any
disposition evinced in this direction
must be stermiy repressed, or insudor-
dination would be certaln to become
far too prevaleat., Many counsider, how-
ever, that the irou rule mightl be gen-
crally relaxed where the only desive is
to temperately dlscuss any ‘desired
changes. Indeed, it Is argued, it would
be diffleult to nmintain that there s
much harm in “writing to the papers”
under such conditions when some of the
highest  officers  In the Service have
adopted this means 6f advocating what
they consider desirable reforms. An
amendment of the Queen’s Regulations
on the subject, followed by aniequable
cnforcemeit of them, would be welcom-
cd.— United Service Gazette.

Sir Fred. Middleton’s Suppression
of Rebellion in the North-West
Territories of Canada, 1885.

{Continueil.)
The question for my consideration was

whether I should allow the troops to
have a certain ration of liquor, in which
case of course ‘he Goevrnment abould
allow of its being admisted for their use.
It was pointed out to me that most of
the men in the militia, though not by

any means drunkards, were in the habit
of having a certain amount of stimulants
daily, somo few a good deal, and that,
with the cold weather and hardships they
would have to undergo the sudden with-
drawal of stimulants might have a dele-
terious effect, &c. After due considera-
tion, bearing in mind that Lord Wolseley
allowed no liquor in the Red River Ex-
pedition of 1870, 1 resolved that I would
allow none to be issued to the troops on
the Expedition, or to be carried with
them ecither by officers or men, except a
certain amount as medical comforts. It
was & bold step to take under the cir-
cumstances of the case, but I was fully
borne out by the result.

At first a few men suffered from pains
in their limbs from sleeping on wet or
damp ground, and there were a few cases
of frost-bites, and cold and coughs, also
a few cases of snow-hlindness, to meet
which the Government had supplied gog-
gles, but in a short time this was got
over, and there was little or no sickness,
severe as was the weather, and mea who
had believed that they would surely suc-
cumb to this deprivation of their accus-
tomed stimulants found themselves at the
end of the campuign in better health than
they had been for years before. I do not
mean to say that there was a perfect ab-
sence of drigk in my camp, as in spite of
all my care I fear that some was occa-
sionally surreptitiously obtained, but the
amount thus introduced was so small
that I may suy my orders were virtually
carried out. As for myself, I can say
that I honestly carried out my own or-
ders, and that from the day I left Qu’Ap-
pelle to the duy I arrived at Winnipeg
on my return howme, not a drop of any
stimulant pussed my lips, in which I be-
lieve I was imitated by the great ma-
jority ol my officers. Hot tea was gen-
crally available for everyone at all times,
and was found a much better prevent-
ative for colds aund coughs than any
amount of spirits could have been. Ialso
attribute in part our frecdom from ill
vifects cousequent on exposure to rain
and cold to the free use of tohacco,which
was always plentiful, and was almost
universally used.

I received here a message from Mr. Ca-

ron informing me that he had heard Bat-
tleford was to be attacked immedintely

by six bundred Indians, and asking me to
matke arrangements to meet this danger,
which, though not believing in their ne-
cessity, I had already done by ordering
Lt. Col. Herchmer, with fifty men and
one mountaju gun, to proceed at wnce
from Regina to Battleford. 1 continued
to receive such urgent appeals from Su-
perintendent Morris at Battleford that I
telegraphed to him that I would march
on Battleford from Clarke's Crossing af-
ter disposing of Riel.

While here, with the aesisiance of Capt.
Bedson and o man well acquainted with
the pruirvies, I selected on the map cer-
tain spots for camping. The camp ste-
tions were named, some o’ chem after of-
ficers with the force, aml o few teams
were generally sent on the day hefors to
collect firewood, &c., under Mr. Sinclair,
the foreman of teamsters, an excellent
man, eometimes under Mr. Secretan him-



