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For tha Hlearthatone,
WINTER,

DY DR. NORMAN SMITI,

The frost-king is ronming, -
And wild winds are tnoaning
Ovor tho vafleys, the hill-tops nnd lea;
O’cr the wide wildnerness,
Ko gloomy and cheorless,
Over the waves of the deep rolling seu.

The treo-tops are bending,
*Noath snow flakes descending,
So gently to cover the varthinnd o'er ;
Liko grim seuntinols they stand
Over nll the fuir lnnd
With swayimg locks all frosty and hoar,

The flowers wo cherished.
§inve withered nml perished,
And are buriced 'nonth tho culd pearly snow ;
IInt the suns genial rays,
In the spring's Imlmf duys
Will cause them again in benauty to grow,

Now tho sweet ,‘h_m.m;': n{ls‘.l i
That have dayeeq frow the hifls, -
1n iee-fetters houwd nre Siuksuring no more;
3 N sparkle agnin lai

Through the mendows and Mait.
“With merry glud songs the same ns 4 yore,

*Pig now winter 20 drear,
The towe night of the vear, .
Thickly enshronlel in durkness and pioor..*
But the merning of spring,
Soon over s waill ling.
Beautital gurlads of rozes in hlaow.

[REGISTERED in accordaneg with tho Copyright Aet |
of 1818.1

IN AFTER-YEARS;:
O,
FROM DBEATH TO LIFE.

BY MRS, ALEXANDER ROSS.

CcHAvrrER IX,

The milla of (iod grind slowly,
Bul they grind excocding smail s

Pliong)h in patience Ho xtands watching,
Yot oxnotly grinds Ho nll, i
Adam in his shepherd™s hut on the moun~- -
tain height was in sore trouble.  His thoughts
were with the twin children ; some mysterions
inflnence from another world told him they |
were in dire distress, but how was he, a help.
less old man, to help them?  Even il he could
sain necess to them, and this was impossible, .
the pates were barred day and night, the Keys |
in Sir Lichard's possession ; and even were he
to obtain enfmnee to the grounds, who was
there to brave aomasier’s anger that they might |
geatily what wounld be deemiud the childish wish |
of & poor old man? ,

Th - gaivish light of day departed, and the
Jone Seottish glomiing eame on, and with it
Adany's trouble doubled; he could not remain
i the hnit; he mast be out Eeneath the fiema-
ment of hotven, andas he paused on the thresh-
old, lis »ont! sought connsel of hisfather's God, |
and the peyer of hig heart which ascended to
heaven was s

# Lonl dirveet wy steps, show me what Thou
wouldst have me to do.”

Hix pimyer was heard and answered ; he in-
voluntarily took his way down the hil), on and
on, until he cune to the barn~yards of Itaddon
Castle,

o his surprise, he wag met there by Mary,
the former scullery maid, now promoted to be
covk, who told him she bad been gone all day,
senrching for & woman to spin wool for the
Custly

She had the key of the barn-yard door to let
herself in, - Adam had done Mary many a kind-
ness in the old time, and when he told her his
exarnest desive Lo see the young ladies, she con-
sented to let him enter, on coudition that
should he he found out, he would carefully con-
ceal who let him in,

She told him the young ladies’ room was in
the north tower, tho room abutting the outside
corridor, but he must not think of going near
them until nine o'clock, then Sir Richavd would
have retired and all would be safe.

Adun knew he could easily obtain an en-
trance to the outside corridor through a post-
crn door, and up a back staircase of the main
building, from a window of which he would
step out on the barbican, and thence to the cor-
ridor of the tower, :

The gloaming had changod to darkness; no
light savo ! the pale light of the stars” as
Adam and Mary entered the place which to
him had been home for half a contury,

Adam could not wait for the hour appointed
o felt that life and death was on his mission ; he
wag'sentof God, and wou to him ifhe tarricd ; the
God whom he served could deliver him if need
was, 08 he did . Danicl of old from o burning
ficry furnace, and ho feared not the wrath of
Richard Cuninghame.

The postern door war fust barred, and all his
efforts were futile to fores an entrance there, so0
perforco he was obliged to have recourse to his
fricnd Mary. :

Before trusting himself to enter the servants’
apartments, he reconnolived ench window enre-
fully. Severnl were enveloped in total dark-

ness; the others opening frum the kitehien had )

a dim grny light borrowed therefrom, but no
sign of other inhabitant except Mary.

Having satisfed himself of this he boldly en-

A PAISKIUL SIGUT.

tered the pussnge leading from the kitehen | water, with which he bathed each fair face nnd

door to a gide staivense,—communicating with
the main builling, by which he could gain the
corridor of the north tower in the same way as
Sir Richard had done, when he went to fasten
out light and air from the wretehed children
now Iying alike unconscious to good or il

A short time spent in groping his way through
durk passages and narrow winding stone stair—
eases, bronght him to the corridor he sought at
the top of the north tower,

The old wan staggered with fenr and dismay
as he came elose to the chamber oceupied by
the twins,  The shut and plastered  iron shut-
ters told a fenrful tale of guilt and murder, suf-
fering nnd death. 1t was the work of & moment
to unbuer the shutters and pull them ek, the
soft plaster fulling on the corridor like curd.

The pale light of the rising moon showed
hifin the broken window, and  inxide a davk
mass, which ho judged too truly was the pros~
trate bodies of the twins.

The window was of the old French fashion,
opening in the middle, so prevalent in Scot-
land during the reign of the third and fourth
James', and as it wns attached to the casement
by hook hinges, it was with ense Adam lifted it
off,

Although a rush of fresh air had preceded
Adam as he entered, the room was so close and
the nir so thick and fetid as almost to induce
fuinting in the old man, who in all his previous
life bad never experienced such a sensation,

But the foul air was cscaping fast; and the
sweet wind of heaven blowing in the direction
of the window, his sickness wag but moment-
ary,

He raised and looked at, first one pale young
fuce, and then the other ; breathing had ceased,
but the flesh was warm and flexible,

In a few minutes both were lying on the
corridor outside, their heads raised by pillows
taken from the bed inside,

ANl his efforts were fruitless, he must seck
water. In less time than he had tuken to reach
the tower at first, he descended tu the kitchen
and regained the corridor with a pitcher of

head,

At Inst a tremulons movement of the eyelid,
and then aslight opening of the upper Tip, told
the old mun that life was not extinet, e now
tuthed their hands and endeavoured to make
them swallow o fow dreps from the shephenls
flusk he carried In his pocket; he was stuccess—
ful ; their young life was coming hack.

The old man stood over them, almost asx
breasthless as the motionless forms he so enrn-
cstly strove to rennimate, with eye and enr in-
tently stretehed to discover sight and sound,
which would add hope to hope.

They were both breathing, fitfully it is true,
but living and breathing, fillitg the old man's
heart with joy untohl,

e suecewded in placing them ina sitting
posture, with theie backs leaning against the
tower wall, thereby enabling them to inlmle
the fresh airmore freely ; their strength came
back by slow degress, hut as time sped on each
half hour left them stronger than it found
them, until they could eat the oatmenl ban—
nock and gouts’ milk choese, which together
with his shepherds’ flask, the old man always
carried In his wallet,

By midnight they could walk steadily and
speak with Adam of what course they would
pursue, in making their escape from their per-
sccutor.

The man who was turned out of the Haddon
Arms was a nephew of Adam.  He now lived
ina farm house on the road between Haddon
Castle and Aberdeen, and carried on the buei-
ness of carrier between the country districts
and the city, To his house Adam proposed
they should first direet their steps; they conld
rest there for a day, and consult with the may,
who was intelligent, and had received a better
education than falls to the lot of most of his
class.  He might be able to propose a mode of
procedure, better and safer than they or Admn,
with their limited knowledge of the world,
would be able to think of.

The moon was now sailing high in the hea-
veas, pale for weariness, climbing ever climb-
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iug, wandering companiontess, looking down
o e nrth as iU secking Tor some objiect worth
her constaney,  Adun knew by her altitude
that the hote must he nearly one in the weorn-
ing, anld they proposed to set out while yet the
devp shidows cast by the moonlight Govoured
them, to pursne with solt stealthy steps the
most perilous part of thei journey, that which
wor'd bring them out of the Castle and it
grounds,

They were well supplied with monsy, Their
father hied tive hundrad pounds in the hous-
when hedicd, and this sum he, impelied by an
unseen power, had told thene where to find,
direcling them to lay it axirde, mentioning their
possession of such to no one, but to keep the
pold against any emergeney which might oceur.
It was now, by Adm’'s wlvice, placed carcfully
in the bosoms of their dresses, ench careying
u part, he hims2lf' bearing a bundle hastily put
up, contniving o change of linen. Al was
prepared in readiness to start, when suddenly
the deep silence of the midnight was broken by
voices talking in the hall below in suppressed
tones, which sounded appallingly distinet as
they vibrated in the surrounding lhush and
gloom.

I'his continued for some time, and then foot-
steps hastily zecking the stablery, the tread of
horses and rolling of wheels from thence to the
great door, from which they again started off
with redonbled speed down the avenue in the
direction of the gate, when ngain ail was silent
as before,

Five minntes scarcely elapsed from the time
the first low voice fell on their wondering enrs,
until the former silence reigned in and around
the Castle; but to the two frightened and
ytartled girls, shivering with appreheusion last
their proposed flight should be discovered, and
they, together with their deliverer, consigned
agnin to the living tomb they had been rescued
from, the minutes appearved hours, their hearts
thrabbing In great distinet beats, their hewds
dizzy with fear,

1n the pale moonlight shining full on the
corridor, Adam could se¢ their fuces white as

own marble, their wildly distended eye

| parted lips ol etokening the intense fear un-
aer which they Inboured, and endeavoured 1o
veassire them, 1t was evident some one inthe
Crntle was sick, perhaps nizh unto death; i
nuehit be the Casthe’s Lord, the one they most
drcigded am caurth, whoe head been stricken down
in toe midst ot his sin,

Whoever it was who had left the Castle, or
Yrom whatsver canse they hd gone, it was ovi-
dent now was e tinge for their own departure,
Fhey Dad only two howrs of davhiess feft, and
of these hones they must nuke the best nse
possible; again, the longer they delayed theie
doureey, thhe anore risk they mn of enconntering
the phacton and its occupants on theie return
to the Castle,

Al this i nrged npon the terrified girls
wain ] ngain, but his words geemed to fall
ot eres tuat hnd lost the power of hearing, or
on minds  inenpable of  comprehending his
waortls,

The Tong vonrse of eomfinetnent ko the honse,
almost {o one room, with the life of appression
which they il endured fu the past year, wd-
ded to which the physienl suffering of the
strigezde for 1ife in denth they  lad gone
through, Ll Been too tuneh for frames never
very rolmst, nnd aceustomed to heattendid on,
amd watched with aenre, known to few, dje-
taled by an afliection of which they were the
sum and centre, the heginuing and end,

Adat lonked on the trembling formms, the
i which the [ife Wood seemed 1o
aseal to Bow the henvy eyelils droppime

vith weakness, so that the dark Tnshes ahmose
sy upon the marhle clicek, the only  contrast
o the deathly pallor pervading alike lip aml
frow 5 und bis  heart sank within | B
aw the impossibility of these fwo (i s,
performing st journey of five suiles, andd the
dews of night and darkness (yet e determined
ihey  shonbd ot least leave the Castle, in the
araunds, it they were anabile to walk further,
here were gevernl phaces in whieh hee conld
tide them, until their sitnation war made
whewn o the Ganily st Tncludvewer , aned W8
heir strength helil ont until they were outsidle
she gatey hie trusted to tind sonte mode of cone
veyinr, better suited to the weakly state of
hix churgees,

e spoke a tew words impressing on them
the necessity of immedinte light, and then talk-
ingr Maraaret, who was the weiker of Uue twis
by the hand, e Jed her, followsed by Nones
irongh the tortuons way, hy which le bl
sained his entrance to the tower,

The old man drew o long brenth, and nitered
L brief @ Praise o the Lord™ as b wnd the (win
drls gtoned o the gpeen sol) seass, ander the
shideof the overhinnging heeeh trees,

Novsooner favd thair feet tauched the green
sward mnl they felt onee inameasure free, than
Ak =aw thiat new vigor had been infsed in-
o the veins of his helpless ehinrge, and e pes

olved 1o wet them ns far outside the aate as
possible © he had provided himselOwhile in e
ustley with instroments by the aid of swhich he
ould it the side pate ofd its hings, and while
e wns ddoihe this the givlsanizht rest oyt lis
heart beat with apprehension ns e thaugit,
that whide thus emmployed le iichit be diseoy-
red by Sir Richacd, whom he had no donhit
wits one of the oceupants of the phacton, and
uot onasick bed, s he hied soggested to the
children in onder to qnict fonrs in their minds,
whicl he acknowledged to himself, were but
too well founded,

While the strength remained which he well
kuew would be eff nt, he nrged on the
fuotsteps of the girls: binding his shepherd's
plaid around him so s to support the paeee! ho
virried, he took s bl of cach, ns e had heen
accustomed todo in their early gicliood, when
hie brought thew to elimb the rocky  heiphts
that he might see them elap their hands with
lelight at the discovery, they  fiuneied they
thewselves bl wde of o bind's nest with the
callow young, or the bud of 1 fallow deer with
her fowas,

Wulking (hus, each with her soft white hand
clasped in the gosp of the stromg old man,
they sevineil 1o horrow strength from ik, and
walked on with something of the clasticity of
step they had known before the blight fell on
their youth, the gate was soon renched, and lot
it was wide open, the very cateh idle, the chains
hanging leosely to the ground,

'Fhe open gate told its tale to Adam, experis
enced us he had been in the waysof the Castle,
from his boyhood ; Sir Richard wus abroud, nons
clse dare leave the great gate so carclessly
open, and the hasta the open gate hetokened,
shewed that the heir of his land was sick nigh
unto denth ; whatever leech he had gone to
xeek he would not tarry long, and the route of
the girls and himself must be taken amid the
troes which skirted the roadside. There were
two roads, one by the sen, another through the
wood on the uplands, the way by the sen was
the ane, he judged for many reagsons Sir Rich-
ard would take, and he chose the other, certain
that there lay his best chance of safety for the
twins ; even there, he would not dare walk
along the road, but kept to a winding path
amid the trees,

For the first mile the girls held out pretty
well, after that they had to stop cvery now and
agnin to rest, the pauses becoming more fre-
quent, and the time consumed in resting longer,
until by the time they had gone two miles, they
were quite unable to proceed, eoxcept at a
snriP’s pace.

Adam saw that the strength of his helpless
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