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The frost-kinr Is roaiming..
And wiilt witti are iiuionninn

Ovrthe vallys, the ll-topsu rnd ton;
O'er lie wide wiltinernies,

FU gloom1y Inne lieerless.
Over the wLvcs of lie dce roling seat.

The treo-tnot are bending,
'iN'eathî inîow tlakes < enling.

So genîtly to cover lte U:rthtlsiind îu'r
Liko griml lentiniues tliey stand

Over taiti tenfair lantd
With iswayinig lukt ail froety and hear,

The flower,. wt cherishoie.
lino witherelt ennelierilhelil.

And areI) lriti 'nnthiii the euld ipearly snow;
lut thelieuns tgential rtys,
Iilihe sî,rini's atlmy days

Willç eae thena tignin iI heaty to grrw,

Nowr the Psweet ilI3g ing rillie.
Thtt etlivutt cji iiw [rt' tills,

in ice--tteru iiertl -rrain 1(riring no rnore;
lUit, telîy'll sîîn rk l nain .l

Throuigh ithe e iedtut nliii'.
Wlith i merry glit seng«î uteam n F yrem•

'Tis untw îwinler -o dreur,
rite low i:sighlst of the y .

Tttiakiy enshru- la linrtue-e ant! pinot..'
lit ilhe ujtimrninlg ,t- aoc ring,
Wtiun îve-r es will Ilini.

lcanttif'nl gaurie oI roeus in tteorn.

GsTiRaEDin lnacurdaneo with tha Copyright Act
tUf 1818.1

AFTER-YEARS;
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FRO0 IDEATII TO LIFE.

Iiy uns. âlEXANl.IEn ROSS.

CIIAPTEIt IX.
Tie mills tof l<ol grind slowly.
li l they grinal exceeatingsmit:

Thoh in pnittiueie istani watbing,
Y et exnotly grinuiielH att.

A ti n ihIishphrd' luit o lthe mois-
tainuheiglit wvas in sre trotlblu. i th toughts

wtTe witihile..ti twin chilqdre isomtiet mystrions
ittinence fr an uotler worl t oild iii thîey

were in iiret ilisiress, lait how wa lhle, a lpi.
less oid mliant, thl Ip t.hun? Event if lit : conlt
gain ntecss:u t thiiie, and Lis a is i impos'tibl,
the gnttes were nturred day anrcd niglitI, the keys
in Sir l bchiard' posetioiiii ;and evei were eli

l ltjin e onîatrne lit Ilte grounlsi. who wa
tier' it firave a umsîuîî«at 'ti'nger tliat. ltey iiglit.
grui t w'î oin. %ieil]l le d 'eemd the chilisah wi:lh
ofi a no . hii mini ?1

Thi- gLirish Iiglit of dCay departei, and ite
lhou tih gloniii;ro uenm , iid willi il

A m troule dolilid; lt could lot. ruint
in' ihe ht ht mustlt t iheonl.: th tet il:li-
nwn t. i tof henvent'i, adil a epliausitietdotiln ithli thresh-
CIhl, Ihid; ul sonatht, colmsel of Ihixsfil ther's Goqd1,
nndL the eurunly'r of hisl har, wlitcl stenldt'iutl t
enven wat
' Loril direct my isteps, show nia ilhat Thoui

wvoldslt have mle to d1g."
Il i payer was heard andt answeîret; lin-li-

vo,'ulunarilyl took hliit wny lown thei tllt, onandtti
on, iintil hl it!su to tuh ubarn-yardsi of Iladdoi

Cîatle'.
''o hiis surpriselit, h was met there by 31ary,

the foriertr utull1cry' mid, unow protîntel lo bee
couk, who told hi sitelia had been goula dt iae,

g'senrthiiig for a wuman to spin wool fir fte

Ste hid the key of the Imnrn-yard dotr to let
lherself li. Adu liIi donliaMry iinyn kinidu-
nress in tie olt thine, and whîen ith told Iter hisi
dernest ludsire to sef the youniig ladiie, she îon-

sentt'ed to lot timu iter, oit conditionf tht
should le hue found out lie would carefully con-
ceI who let. him lin.

She told huinm the youing ladies' rotoim was in
the north tower, the room aluttinlg tic .ontsiue
corridor, but lie must ntot tltink of going near
ithest unîîtil niine o'clock, then Sir Riihard would
bave retired and t all would bu safe.

Adan knew lie could eniily obtain an on-
trance to the outside corridor through a post-
drn door, and up a back taircaase of ite main
building, froi a window of which lie would
stop uit an the barbicai, and thence to the cor-
ridor of the towor.

The gloauing lind changod to dnrknesss; no
light save ' the iel light of tie stars,", as
Adam and Mary entered tihe place which to
himL lad been home for half a century.
Adam could net wait for the lur appointed,

Lo feut thaï;t lifo and death was on Iis mission ; h
wai'sentof God,sandiwo ta hlm ifMie tarried ;tie
Cod whom le served could deliver hlim if ned
was, as lie did .Daniel of old fron a biurning
flery furnace, ani lie feared not tho wrath of

ichard Cuninglhameîa.
Tite postern door watt fast barred, and ail Iis

ciforts were ftile tu for-is an entrance ther, su
perforce lie was obliged tt have recours to his
friend Mary.

S Bfore truisting lîldmselfto enter the servante'
apartnents, lie reconnoltrcd aich windlowv enre-
fully. Several were eivelopedl in total dark-
ness i the others opening froi tie kitaen hald
a dii gray ligt borrowetl tlherefrom, but no
sign of other inhniaîIlnt except Mary.

Raving atisd linelasf of thial ha boldiy eu-

A PAtINs-L stoti'.

teredi the pn - lenling froim the kitcien
d0r t) a sii stI renase.--'tumunt ti witilth

the min iihtlii., by whictil he could nin the
corridr of t noriitoh or ili the saie way as
Sir Richard luidt d ,whei lie went tg lu sitin

out ligltt andi nir from the wrtchetdllt childreiî
tow Iying ilike uîtiionsious to guoi or it.
A short t ime spent ln gropiiig his way througli

dark tns ilgls tt narrw indiig totn stair-
'nse-, broniglit imat to lihcorridor lie oughît tt
thu top of tie inorth tower.

The old inim staggered with f eur and disnay'
as lie einme close to t' ebtnitîber nuenpi bluy
the twiis. 'TIhe suiit anit plastered iiroi ulit-
ters told a farfuil tule of guilLit uduier, uttf.
f'ring ant death. lt.was, the work of a moment
tut iubar the sliiitters and pull th tiet litbnk, the
soft plaster falliing in the corridor iike curi.

The paie lighl t of the rising motnu tshowed
lîlnti the brokiei windw, and inisid a dark

maiss, whilia judged too trituly was the tiras-
tratte bodies of the twins.

Thle wioîw wits of the old French fashion,
opening itn tth umiiddle, sa ptrevalent ini Scot-
land during the reign of the third and fourth
.lames', and és it wis attnehed to the casemient
by hook hingest'I was with es Alanm lifted it
oIl.

Although a rush of freish air had preceded
Adam as he entered, the rotm was so lose nnd
the air so thiek and ftid as almat tu induce
fatinting in th uold nan, it in alItlhis previotus
life hait n'ever experienced uch a sention.

Bit the fottl air was 'enping fast;sil ttie
sweet wiid of heaven blowlig in the direction
of t.he window, his sickneia ss wasb bit moment-
itry.

lie rnisei andt looked at, first on tpaile young
face, and then the other ; breathing iad ceaised,
but tieufle i'i was Warin and flexible.

In a few tninutes both were lying on the
corridor onîtsidie , their licadt raised by pillows
takent fro rthe lio inside.

Allhis efforts were fruitlests, lue musîutt seok
water. In lemsl tima thantl tei tndtaken to reach
the tower it tirst, lie descended ta the kitchen
and regatined the corridor with a pitcher of

water, with which he hllathi t'a'hti fni face and
iadi.

At huit a treinlions mîuovemient of tht ty'i'i't,
and then a slight opning tif titi' uîptr lip, tolid
thi old manîtî that littf' wis nlot extinet. il- n'tuw
iathed thir hbads and etuavouired tu nmaks
tlt'lim wîallw a fitw drups from th li he h t's

Iîteak hle e'Inrried tin is iucket; h was tsucces-
fui ; iteir young life wvas cotning Iack.

'l'it hoe iman stotd ovr trmtit t, alitost ns
Ibrettile:ss as the mo.tiuiless foris he so earnt-
estly strove to reninimatu. with u'ye unt9t1r in'-
tently s'tretcted to dist'iv''r ightt and soi und,
which wuuld atid hope to lihtiie.

Thiy weret btl trn iiig, Litlly it is truc-.
but living and brenthing, illing the i old itmnin's
heart with joy 'nnld.

1le sicceetedt in p<).leing themi in a sittinig g
losture', îwith their backs leaing agtinst tle

tower wtll, thereby enabling theim tu inha
the fresh air mort freely ; thir treugth tvaien
back ty slow degressg, b1tut u ltime s.'t<pedi on 'aîh

hnfli hour left thei strounger thau it fuintd
them, until they cuul ast th intitil ban-

nock and gi ts'ii milk ch e, which togtethur
with his shepelirds' lfisk, the old man always
carried in his wallet.

By f indigit they could walk stearlily and
spenk with Adat of what course they would
puisie, in uaking their escape froui their per-
secutor.

The man who wias turned out of the Haddon
Airts was a neipliew of Adn. He now lived
in a farma house o the rad between Htl addtion
Castle and Aberdeen, and carried on the bîui-

ies of trrier between the country ditricti
nnd the ity. To his oluttit' Main proposedl
theyi should lirit direct their steps; they could
rest (lire for i day, and consult 'ith the man,
who was Intelligent, and haid roceived a btter
education than fall to the lot Of most nf tiSI
classi. lia 1tnight be able t propose a mitode of
procedutîre, buttera nnd afer thtan they or Adam,
with their lim ited knowledge of the world,
would bu able to think of.

The moon wai minow sailing high la the hea-
vens, pale for weariness, climblng ever alimb-

mtg, ttî t wn l rithcoiions l'to'okrtu ing dwusa th

heur consinn'y. M m kiw by hl r altitude
thatt twliti hui usit eu na l net i lus' uhe n-

mlg,nw1. lihy prpo e t o eilnt wii..l i eh.-
udep tshlwît'seat l' thi'ii tunnlitht- favur ti i
themà.i, l , p uriasne with stfi s'teuthiuy sttups thei

mtUst ipe'rilt u nis part fi th i ymr y, tat wliihi
wo'-d' liing them ut out tathe : itt it"
grouinds. . .

They wer, weilsup' idt iwith in<ity. Their
faither huttliv' huiiri-- punils iii the bns.

wihenW hditd utti. itthis suilin hi-, uiinptulIe ' by ani
tu ItAii powlier,'i hittold vn the i wer' t, tliti.

d wtitg thei tu lay iltnai.,mentiing their
pssen ti f stich tuo Lu une, but to ketp ithe

gi n tgn iilt anyV l'i emet'rgteIicy whithib might occutr.
IIt was now, bylu Adts ai', pined:i tnreful

iut the botiimsi of itir trtesses,each nrrytng
Il part, li miisAlf taig a biuidle hatily put
tu, c'toutiuimg a change of line. ;

1  
w i1'tt

prerdin reni' ines )toitart, whlien siutdttily
the deep siltace of the mîsilnighit was broken by
voIics talking in the hall below in tulprssed
toinu, whiclh souidud alipallingly distinct as
they vibrted in thu surrounding hushi and
gloom.

This contiuiied for somin tine, and then font-
stiles haitstily seekiig theI stablery, titi tren'îtd of
horses ai rolling of wlecli fromu itheice t) the
great d(our, fromt which they agtin ustartedt off
with redoubled speetid down tha aventiln the
dir'ction of the gate, uwhen lugninu ail was siluit
alu buforu.

Fivt" iultîaes stearcely elapsedil frou the time
the fiit low vuice full oit their wondring ears,
uintil the furmetr silence reigetdî in and around
the CUstle i;but t b the two frightened and
stLartltd girls, shivering w'ith apprhenision lest
tieir pruposed Iigt should be diuovere, and
they, together witth thir deliverar, consigned
ngnin tu the living toumb thtey hmd been reicutied
l'frot, the minuts apieared hours, their iearts
throbbing in greant ditinct beats, their heuads
dizzy withi far.

in the pala moonliglht shining fuil on the
corridor, Adaimu couldi see their faces white as

I

, -çà,,,jwý

rri

in wn in rl . ir wiltily distenil d ta t s tait

p IiIlsaliet nrgthOe in lt.es e m a it-
r whichtheyaburami endvret

reassure tlwin, <iu. wai feitvidueniitoieoii t hetlit
Ulitiassick,liait perhp ih ut t tith; il

tul ht e t h ( 'n th.sLor ,-eone tilt-y inost
dr oe-<1 on iltu Iait, 'itrdlr striiein'u ld n :nî

in l i .b. -I l. -;h is .
W%*uh teve'r ilu as hii iir ett left the, a st' , csr

frine l whnsvr î s tii..y hne' goe, fiilis eil'vi-
deiL nit'wlwas thie itivime. ktft thirwn tur.t'

l'ey 111. adtiltwohourViof darkness le, lnrd
tif thes hi... onr V tey 11>1 m t lnsk ti' ti 1 tS

p sila gi,; n;p ti, ti' ltagert î'i.îlty delit; <<tayd thlit'
.ir y th'II.- i ritî k tt'1iwy ran f en unting-u

îuitiî. <hn l had it n:ni tes t hitr iret.an

Alit th iais.\ il r tildu lipt , irriid girls
tt'ii:1a t Iil l' it tais''fi w rds tl d teefâall

t ar titîmi, hadtlt thai 'eî ilpoweri ofe haintor

almot Ut h n r. i ,ith et liliftt s p ion

iib tl-yii.l it tiqtir- n i t I aliu i -st ' y ait --
it' hili t hieii' tphysin uifferîîîig l' tie-

struggil I ir l'if, - inli a iiî they htit ni
boghtir,h: la i. n toi i r utie for frn iis n

veryrhsnnnentndtobntndo,
':;dwced %%with]n# nreknonlb a ewI , t di,-

litt bnnia i lt' -etititito tîn t', whic îthiil li' tetIm
sutn nalat i e tre. ,ebeinig andait nd.

Aetin lo t tin t' h.. trnii lnt rfor. ms. the
wh l in- tin whiih t1il. lif.. lo lS.env il' la

i w î.. llinikn ssoi t t rinrk in...hes li i
:ry a un ith it blt'.' it.t ttk,tt . ly ts -

[tîI ll the tlntlly ttt'llr l p ratln llitk li'p' 1 : i
brow ; lsi il his, h .at:ik wtitinia hii auts Il.:
'wwl i t eti'p sitbiit'f thi li tf.rui b. irls,
petirfti n a . oLuin oliii 'V f l ivl milts :1mi thii1

w titht i n dagli rknsisi ' : y t, i he lutritid
b ay sululi t, tu'nlus iav.t nti tht• là e, in ti

ri und , if t.iI tny i .e tut' l tt i urt hii etr,
herewer seern pieesin which he eàm.

t ide' tltemlii u ltiitu ltiw lI 1îtt iii al ' nin:ltl'
n loln.to Ilh «fanaile n jet in.hru we l , t.

heir strenigth hbll int until they we% .re-iut.sitdu

Aeij i ga lit, l t'àru td to tindtt . s i v:rnd , lfuit.-
vrynnelv bet tersite-dito e. weakItlly shl ti f

Il.-'II (dit.ka iwi words psingmlntm
aiiite ecst tsily of in e iteliig hat.al 'lith 'n'ui,-
tig . %iulnrt. ht wts Ltit.weal-r t tihi ' tw

by li h sui, tuai. htr, f utre l.'. by .1:'t'
:hlro iatugla tî'e'îuî li tinuti w', bywich h hallan

n ined h iis e tran - t i .11-lower-l.

Th.' .)Ild mt' i :i 'î t'n Lb ran îti n rtI

bilrilt t ., l ' i vs'h ' r.rd" nLt h tiitl1lahetwi
lirb studlv q àlt ih u ur n ftî rat',t imiter lhtl

lii I tiht ei
Ntt s' n r h i t I I ir fli ti ndi thit tn-n

rtkl't n tlla h y iIt n ilig i ai ti tt'lrn slfrete, tu f
.ii ti a tuait k îei.it vidtr' hiid bl init fuit au-

41 thet've is of is he111llSS -hnrSge-, :nw11 bPear,--
o li tom.-t fle.-Il in a r out.sidth e.:ste asm

plossibl! : Ih.. hLa i iimsiii ulwii tin lthI
-t le. wih ' in str.iitli r ht.'v î Ihnic i tf whibh

-4,n1111lift 1the1sid.e --gut. .11 lfish s . tne-1 wi ei
h: sidi l thu a iî I l girls mru i:blr y--thi..;

Il.utt v i lle as plia heymiuhta hisCatta,
red11IbyVSirl-Rtichardi, whm heIvhuitnoIl nh)

alita do the' wttl- pant fal te phneonauw
ait.[ naI Sic lim0d, nM h wtu i m1a11 ggs -ledIlo tt,

.children ll in i e to riiet fasin their indsif,

whiici nlamwlit edetdii t hiii liisuwf, wetir buht.
Loo welfl foihli-dl.

\ Vhii.til tar..nagl.h remalàline-st whèich h w el
knwi uldîbielì'rwlunt ht lrgd ln th

ftsteps iof ftit . girL ;lnngd Isa hephtrdf
tla'i roli him'i a hto stipporth'li.ac ti

ariedhetoo.bimn :L of nch, as heh bee
lirasumudlt o in thir a1rl athiIrbrl, whe

lie rnLita ttetiiàmd tht ryckb y henighwts
lita ahue nightsthîmlf ilp -thieon Suirnd wlh
aolighit i tte diichvry, thLe aiOr l they

twhmsl1avais hira ia onbatid' ndt,W ithr tl
alUsw Youa rord, Uth' ti Mo a wItOidir pwith

aîîutd ita i.

Woalkingt uilah twaier soft white hattd
la il, u int th grlap if the stron odiie mani,

the l semed to horo strengthfromnil hit, awi
wlqtkind nt wit siitalothilu tin lf thrusticit( of

step they hnttaiknown beforethe b Iligh;Jt fi:]) on
tir lyonlte thegatlewas son reacit, and Ioy1
it wra widpitadn, the iverye idle, theochain

lmîiit pnselyto(teground.
Tie Open gaLt totl its tlto a lextu) perat

enceideas thei had beein ltheit-waysouf the Castle,
fromt his ho)gyhlood 1; ir Iticard was labrond, nonte

jelste dare lenMltite greagt gate so enrelessly
openu, anthe halo lstetheit open gntte be.tokcenedl,

&;heqwd Jthat thle heir of this land wats sick nigh
unto denthl ; whaitever leech hie had gonte to

seek h le would noiat tarry long, and the route of
thle girls and imseiitý-lf muaitlhe taiken amtid the

rtrues whichs skirted dte rogadside. There were-
two rondls, onte by the sen, another through thu
woodl on thl!le ulands, the way by the sleuWall

tite on et, ejudlged for imany reasons Sir Rtih.
ard would tatke, anid hu chose the other, certain
thsat there liayIhis besct chanlco of Rnfety for the
twinls ; even.s the-re, hie would not dare walk
along theroade but, kept to a winding pathL
amsid the trees.

Four the first mile the girls held out pretty
Weil, after that they hiad to stop overy now and
ligaintot rest, the pauses becomning mnorc fre-
quetnt, and the timue consumed in resting longer,
until by thieUtime they had gone two miles, they
were quito unablu to proced, except at a
mlsnPace.

Adami saw thant the strengtha of is helpless


