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rnost trustworthy sign of the presence of miuco-mnîemlranous
colitis.

In his paper, read before the Congress, after (lescribiflg how
the bowel cari be feit to harden under the hanci so that it cari bc
grasped l)etw'eeni the fingers, and " just as a floating kidney
can," be goes on to say that "when the calibre of the bowvel is
inicreascd, it may be to a considerable extent, we have before uis
an CC active distension," which sinmulates a soIid tumor by its
hardness and its resistance." If this hardening of the colon be
carefully ai-d pýatiently feit foi-, it wvii1 be found to 1)e a fliost
reliable sign of the presence of colon catarrh. Somietimes it is
miost miarkecl in the cecumn or ascending colon, andi somietimies
in the tr-ansverse colon, somietimes in tlue sigmoici flexure or de-
scending colon.

Out of the thirty or more cases which I have seen in the last
four years, I have found this miuscular hardening more fre-
ciuiently in the cecum than eew rein the clon, but it is also
common in the region of the sigmoid flexuire. It is this type of
hardeningI of the portion of the cecunu nearest to the appenclix
which gives risc to t'le tumnor wvhich is so characteristic of appen-
dicitis, and it is often not easy to distingulishi the primiary harden-
ing of the cecumi due to colon catarrh fromi the seconcl.a.r3, h-ard-
ening \vhich resuits from appe'ndicitis (sec diagnosis).

Another way in wvhich the abnornial irritability of the rnus-
cular coat shows itself, is byv spasuiodie contractions, which may
occur in auwr part c4 the colon. Wh1ile undergoing suich contrac-
tion. the bowel can he feit as a bard and ofteni tender corci, sonie
one-haif to three-quarters of an inch in diamneter. This is siniply
an exagg-eration of the normal state of tonic contraction, whichl
renclers the healthy colon palpable in flic right or lef t iiiac
f ossSe.

Th-irclly, there may be irregular spaýsmodie, contractions, giv-
1ung risc to thie coiicky pains w'hich are so frequenit a feature of
this compiaint. These painful contractions are in ail prob-ability
0f ten due to the efforts of the bow,\el to get rid of thie masses
of hardeneci andi altci-cd mucus clinging to its interior. At
ail events, the), often precede the expulsion of the so-called miem-
branes.

CONSTIP'ATION.

3The third primary symptom is constipation. This is a
niost characteristic symptoin, anci one which. gives much trouble
to both patient and doctor. But, althoughi cxtremiely cornmon, it
îs nlot invariable, ancl occasionally diarrhea is sa"id to be present
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