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FRANCE.

Pawis, March 31,—M. Larvalette has had Ius
audience of the Emperor. Hq explained, at
-some length, to His Majesty his pecuhar and
somewhat difficult position az Rome, and, it is
said, expressed a wish to be relieved from it.—
There are bul two ways of doing so—to allaw
M. Lavalette to retire, or to remove (General de
Goyon, with whom that Minister cannot well get
on. I doubt whether the Emperor has any de-
sire 1o do either, unless M. Lavalette peremplo-
rily insists upon having his resignation accepled.
Though the diplomatist and the General differ
greatly on the “ Roman question,”” means may
yet be found to make them act together in up-
pearance, if not in reality. Oue important as-
surance the Emperor is reported to have given to
his Minister—namely, that even in case of the
death of the Holy Father, the French army
should not be withdrawn from Rome, as Ij‘rench
influence st prevail over every other in the
Conclave. Tt1s still uncertain whether M. La-
vallette returns to his post. i

The accounts from the manufacturing districts
state that the mill-owners are making great sacri-
fices by disposing of thewr produce at and under
first cost, in order to give employment (o their
operalives. . )

Persons who have made a tour ia the agricul-
tural departments say that the appearance of the
growing crops, particularly of the wheat, 1s very
(ne. ‘

A strike has tuken place among some of the
working printers of Paris, and if 1t goes on as it
has beguu we may see the whole of the newspa-
pers and presses of the capital stop all at once
without avertissements or any other kind of re-
pression by the Government, Disappointed and
dl-natured people bave sawd that when anything
goes wrong in the world a woman s somehow or
other at the bottom of it. 'This, of course, 1s
calumny § but 1 the present instance it 1s certam
thal the sex bave, without meaning 1t, comridut-
ed to the revolt of the pruters. These men
have long complained that they find it difieult to
keep body and soul together with a tarifi of
wages established now more than 20 years ago.
Lvery one knows that since 1840 the price of
every uecessary of life has enormously increased,
not to speak of house-rent, which has already
driven thousands away, while the wages of the
printers are still the swme.  Iam assured that
the wost skilful workiman earas with difficulty 4,
a-day? and AL a-day go a verv litle way when
there isa twnily to bring up. The men have
repeatedly expostulated against a tarifl framed at
a time when matters were far different.  Several
of the masters admitted the justice of the de-
mand, and signified thewr readiness to adbere to
it, when one ol e body thought that e could
turn the difficulty by introducing female labor
into the printing-oflices. Of course, a master
lias a right to employ women in work which does
not require much physical strength; but the in-
gentons person it question employed women, and
paid “them, not according to the tanfl, as he
should bave done, inasmuch as the result was the

same, but on a reduced and, I fear, an arbitrary
scale—unearly oune-hall what it was when men
were employed.  I'he men prolested against tis
innovation. They demanded, that as women
were employed, they should be paid the same
wages for the sane work as the nen. On the
refua! of the master 120 meun struck work and
quitted the estabhishment of the innovator, W!llle
at the same time the committee of master print-
ers rejected the revision of the old tarift proposed
by the workmen's committee.  The confercnce |
belween the committees was broken off, and the
workmen were told thal such of them us present-
ed themselves at the office should be taken into
custody. A commissary of police and his agents
were installed in the workshops, and admission
refused except on condition of at once setting 12
work. About 20 of the men were arrested,
among whom was the President of the Society
of Working Prnters, who, I believe, had been
named by the Government. These persons are
charged with coalition, but they declare that
there was no conlition other than an agreement (o
abstain from work, and that there was no under-
standing smong them to force their fellow-work-
men 1o do tie same. The strike has not yet
spread Lo the other printing-offices, but it is ap-
prehended that unless the masters agree to A new
seale of wages 1t will not be confined to the sin-
gle establishment in question.  Itis said that the
imen taken into custody sre sending in u petition
to M. Persigny, praying for his intervention be-
tween themselves and the masters.— Témes’ Cor.

No ooe, | think, can hold Napoleon to be sincerely
in fevor of the Confederation. Had be wished for
it, he wonld not siways bave acied iv n manuer that
¢ould oaly tend to destroy it; and certinly be would
not have logy the chaace of its trinmpb which be had,
when Le might 5o cusily bave atayed Ga.rib'aldl und

sefused to aanction Lhe slaughter of Custelfidardo.—
What he wished for in ltaly and everywhere clse i3 a
¢rnsh, in which be may gather the spoils for himszelf.
But 1ae game he i3 playiog is more daogerous than n
decisive part wonld ve. The stalus quo equally sti-

ulates progressionists and reactivniata; but it may
goon he crded by the interference of Auairis, who
eaanot lunp suffer an armed peaca.— Cor. Weekly
Regisier. ]

Phe arrival of the Marquis de Lavalette at Paris
should not be considered, the Pulrie declares, as &
gymptom of any coolness berween the Vatican ana
the Court of the Tuilleries. Un the contrary, a bet-
ter understanding and a more conciliatory disposi-
tion, the Pasis joureal affirms have arisen of lnte be-
tween the repregentative of France and the Prime
Minister of His Holiaess. The discussions which
bave taken place in the Senate nud Legisiative Body
and the important votes wwhicl responded to the laa-
guage of M. Billauly, solemuly consecrating, 80 to
gpenk, the policy of the Freach Government, have
produced a decided jmpression at Rome, rnd, aceord-

" ing to the Putrie, more prudent tendencics are Dbe-
ginning to display themselves.

It is admitted that the Emperor of the Frenct, by
his assarance tha he had no desire to part with s
legislatuse which o perfectly supported his poliey,
meant to induce the helief that no dissclution would
teko place till the expiration of the full term of the
lpgal existence of tke Corps Legislatif. But it I3
shrewdly suspected by some, that his only motive for
this mancavre wes to lull the Opposition into Ee-
curity, and.to prevent ther from making Lir{:eiy pre-
paration for aa electoral strugple. The immerse

power of the Admiaistration i capabdle of c_ompletely
¢outrolling the elections over all the provinces, ua-
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PHE PRUE WITNESS

less the Dppositiun gan previously eovcert their ope-
rations, & wurk which requires much time, In Paris
and the largest citivs combination i3 comparativiay
ensy, but in the provinces & geueral eleciag, i it
tukes place wu shurt notice, gives the G sernment
at advantage that nothing ean resist

The Empreror and i
tbe dengervas conin o Frou
sumed 10 be prepared tor a. e
Lille aud Rouen > miilion «f o

Cyoaware uf

Wit e ave D
ol Tt e fes

iy etween

of bread The distressis extreme, B ocne ther-

. ve
mometer ant haronaleier aies ol .-T!.|!e~exnn_.-.-
chief study, The next barvest Bw qrestiatof life

and deatl, if not fur Feaaee and seeiety, oo loast tor
the Dynasty In snuther fortnipgit we Ui Kuow
what the prospents are. A bad or sean'y harvest
involving an expesditurs of some ‘3(),()00,09\}! f*::n\hl
bring to a fearfui chimax the present difiicuities of
the wading and manufnetaring interests,

A socini uphenving might enane; that wuul.-i s_uh-
vert everything. [u such s case resistance heing in-
possible 1 diversion wouil be the aaly chauce. But
the oply possible diversion would be n foveign war,
pretexts for which are abuudant if they were neces-
sary. But if in & fortnight or A month, the prospects
of the harvest are reassuriug, nnd the neceszity for
war a3 a remedy for internal evils be avoided, it may
safely be asaumed that the Goverament will not leave
the Opposition eighteca manths of quiet preparation
for an electoral conflict in the antwmn of 1863, If
the harvest be & good one, s iecree will suddenly dis-
golve the Chambers in August; and within the stricc
legal term of tweniy daysthe new elections will take
place. The Opposition will be tnken by surprise,
and noew Chamber of Tmperial nominees will be
tnken as & new manifestation of the sovereiga peo-
ple's will. Peace or war— Dizsolution nnd_'new elec-
tions, or cuntinuanee waud n Revolution —Succeas or
ruin —nre tha ideas vresent to the Bmperor's mind as
be watch=3 the rise and fall of the barometer.--Lon-
don Tublel

Pans, April 1 - Justructions having been simal-
tanegusly forwarded o M. de Goyon and to M. de

. aze in want |

i -
Prim from the Madrid Cebinet. This news is & pure
invention. Tho Empeéror's Government has confined-
itzelf to disapproving the convention
Genersl Prim with the Mexican Gen. Doblado, and
subsequently accepted by the Plenipotentiaries of the
allied Powers, because that convention appeared
10 it to be contrary 1o the digaity of France. M. de
Saligny hus in consequence been alone chxg;g:d with
the full political powers with which Admiral Jurien
de ln Graviere was ipvested, and this general officer
has received orders simply to resume the commaand
of the naval division.”

ITALY.

"The Turin correspondent of the Times writes :—

% In the Chamber of Deputies, the Neapolitan Lo-
vitto begged that a duy should be uppointed for him
to ctli 1be attention of Goveroment to the state of
nnbiic seenrity in the Southern Provinces, and to the
means which he could point out towards its re-estab-
lishment, Some objections were raised by the friends
of the Government, but the Chamber decided that
Lovitto's interpellations should take place, leaving it
to the Deputy and to the Prime Minister to agree as
to the day to be named fur the discussion, The state
of those Southern Provinces causes atthe present
moment the utmost disquietude. Brigaudage is re-
appearing everywhere, und mustering suonger than
ever in several quarters, New expeditions have been
orgacised at Rome, and set off' by various routes
across the Neapolitan frontier. Otber bands from
Civita Vecchia, from Marseilles, from Malta, threaten
the long line of the Southern coasts. Already blood
flows freely, and a party of 18 soldiers of the 8th in-
fantry, led by a brave Savoyard officer, Capt. Richard
have fallen igto an an nmbush in a wood near Bavino,
and were cut to pieces by the band of Crocco, Bands
of §0 and 100 mounted brigands are already scouring
the provinces. The population ie terrorised, and al-
though the troops everswhere give proofs of their he-
roic endurance, still there i no doubt but they will
be put to a long and severe irial in the spriug. Such
is Napoleon's pleasure.”

The Pars correspondent of the Standurd writes : —

12

Lavaleite, ordering the former to arrest the progress
of the revoluting, sud Jesiring the latter to premote
ir; and M. de Merode, of whose devotion to Pins IX,
there caonot be the smallest doubl, having seen
throngh the stratagem, a conflict uas arisen which
forms the chief vews of the day, awi has brought
Lavaletie home  The names of several persons have
heen put forwarl as tikely to replace him  The Due
de Montebello, nnd the Prin v Tonr P Auvergne
were spoken f. i
chiefly fixed wrein
past eight days i .
baving once phuved the pard of an Amoasndress
would gladly resume the same position, but ns yet no
decision lha: bosn come to, and the matter will, I
think, resolve itzel as follows i =The Rmperor will
give no veniicr, D vr ugainst either Goyon, at whom |
Jie laughs, or Losalette, whom he dislikes : he wili |
displace both, amd semd kis favorite Marsha Niel to :
Rome, b with e dutizs bathof diptomuer
and mitita uthroriiy.  This AmGions man, who i3
potariously servile, is well known alzu fur his ania-
guaism o relizion ; his mission, should he hase vne,
will probabiv = the last o Rome  Such a selection
wounld alsa seem 1) prove that e Bmperor counts
upon a1 approachiag caange in [y, in which ex-
pectation he 3 joieed by die ptblic geueraliy. Ri-
ensoli, who s fuund a retreat at Geneva in the
pononred family of de la Rire, has jndiciously ob-
served “that it he may be compared to s s so
stern, that it knows not how 10 beod, Ratazzi muy
be likened to a frail braneh, that bows before all who
breathe upon i, and that he will speedily be worn
out by the force of this truly Italian exercize.” Here
ulso, no ona is satisfied. Beaedetti, charing the ill-
bumoar of his friend Laralette, is trying to worle the
young Chevaiier Nigra into his place. The Emperor
i3 anxions to br freed from the latter, in order that
he may bave his friend Arvse nenr him, vr 3. Vimer-
cati. M. Nigrn is not eapable of mastéring the diffi-
cult position in which he wouid be placed ; he lns
not yet reached the level needed. The beauty of his
wife rather tizan his own intelligence was, report
savs the cause of his intimacy with Cavour. What
will result from all these quarrels? No doubta
great disturhance must ensue, w which no gaod ead
cun be boped for, should England stand aloof, I am
not muceh inclined o believe in the movement of
t the Right’ attributed to the Bmperor. Tt is true
that he has been surprised at flading ao trace of for-
mer parties in the more receutly dizcovered democera-
tic plota ; but this surprise shows that his understand-
ing ia darkened by his prejudices: he stands in nb3o-
jute fear of the Sociey nf St Vincent of Paul, and of
the Jesuits, who appear 1 be marked out for expul-
sion this summer.— Core, Weekly Register.

Paris, April 3, —There is & great probability that
M. Luvalette will, atier all, go back to Rome. He
himself appears to have ne doubt whatever of it:
and, ns be declarad in the begioning that he would
pot return so long us the officer commanding the
wilitary foree set himself up s, in some sort, his
rival, nud consiantiy interposed between bim and
the Governmont to which he was accredited, it may
be inferred thut he ws wained all he wanted. M,
Lavualete does vot regaiie that General Goyon, or any
other General, shall ue his :uborlinnte, and come to
take his orders from biw, but he does require that
there shtll not be two Ambagsadors at Rome, the
one civil, the orlier military, with entirely opposite
views on public affuirs, and interpreting in quitean
opposite manoer the insiructions of their Govern-
ment. There is nothing exaggerated oc unfairin
thia, and the Emperar has probably admitted jt.—
What his Majesty, who, all abont bim know, never
takes a final resolution 1ill the moment when hesita-
tion itself is exhnusied. may do when that nioment
comes, neither { por any one else can venture to
state: but of the state of affairs up to Tuesdny night
[ think [ can icform you correctly. It was decided
then that M, Lavaietie should retuvn to Rome ; that
General Goyan should be recalled, uad that snother
officer should be sa2pt in s place, Two or three
persons have been spoken of, ng, for inztance, Mar-
shal Nigl, Genaral Trochn, and General Ladmiranit.
It i3, however, so unusnal for a Marshal of Trance to
aceept the command of o &ivision that when Niel's
nume wa3 mentioned it was thought that the functions
of Ambassndor and Generil were to have been in his
hands. [ do nor know whether this arrangement
was long or seriously contemplated, but at all events
it was dismizaed. Genoeral Trochn was oextsug-
geated, and the chances were for divers reasons in
his fuvor. IIeis admited to be one of tho best offi-
cers in the army. e is aati-Garibaldian; he i3
anti-revolationary ; and we may isfec from his
standing high in tke good graces of the Catholica at
Court that le i3 no exterminator of the Papacy. [
may add that he was ai one time an Aide-de-Camp
to Geaeral Lamoriciere. Besides his militacy quali-
ties, he ia said to pessess talent, and in this respect
he has tke advantage of Goyon, who, his friends
whisper, now that he is in difficnlties, i3 not & man of
commanding intelligence.

The candidate who, up to the date [ have men-
tioned, was the favarite is General Ladmiranit. He
is, they say, a good efficer, but of his qualities other-
wise I say nothing, for I know nothing. As M. La-
valetle consents to return to Rome with Ladmirauit,
I preaume he i3 nnder no rpprehension of any en-
croachments on his diplomatic rights aud privileges.
The arcangement was good up to Tueaday night, but
as I bave observed, I cannol say that it will stand
good to the laat. In case all gees well it is thoupht
that M. Lavalette will sturt for Rome in ecight or ten
days, or lesa.

You will see by the following paragraph from the
Moniteyr that the Emperor is not satisiied with the
way matters have goue on in Mexico, and that
Admiral Jurien de 1n Graviere has not done sil that
was expected of him as a diplomatist. The Monifewr
ERF8 T — .

 The Spanish journals pretend that the Emperor's
Government bas demanded the recall of Genera!.

A

# An Ttelian paper cailed the L'Allianza — just
started professedly to support the ciap-trap motion
known upder the burlesque appellation of the *soli-
dity of peoples,’ ndvocating ¢ the right’ of demagogues
to stir up insurrection sod foment disturbances in
every clime and conntry —gives the substance of the
programme agreed on at tbe recent interviews be-
vween Megsrs. Kirpka, Turr, Kossuth, and that curious

roism, Garibaldi. These gentlemen propose a ‘ Gon-
stitutional Kingdom of Hungary,' the exclusion of the
House of Hapsburg, universal equality, and an ¢ of-
fensive and defensive allisnce hetween Hungary,
Croatin, and Roumania’ The Temps sagaciously ve-
marks on this scheme that ¢ the document in question
surely cannot have the pretension to do more than ex-
press the opinions of those \bat framed it The fact
iz that the reaction which has iaken, and which 15
daily taking place, in Ilungary in favor of the Viennn
Goverament places M. Kossuth and Co. in a very ri-
diculous position, and the agitator-in-chief feels the
want of doing something. [e wili nat gein anyting
by his programme, which is more like the production
of & moon-struck lunatic tban a1 sensible politician.
Tt remains to be seen, bowever, how leng Austrin
will tolerate these c¢outinual coaspiracies on her very
frontier,

From Bologna the news are daily becoming more
alarming,—that is to say, more alarming for the Pied-
moutese Goverament, owiog to the rapid spread of
Mazzinian doctrines, and the consequent Republican
teeling iz that city, as well s in many others in the
Romagna. For myself [ look with hope vn this move-
ment, convinced as | am that no settlement of affairs
can possibly occur until Mazzinianism shall have
played out it3 hand, and been fairly smashed and
floored.

At the ‘ Parliament of Genoa,’ as the Garibaldien
gathering is called, it is said that Depretis, one of the
new Turin Ministers, would huve been present bat for
his office requiring him to remain &t hiz pozt, und some
journala build upon this a notion that Mazziai's time
must be close at hand, A correspondent from Bolegna
gays that the Mnrquess Zambeceari, a Colonel of Ga-
ribaldi's filibustering force, has just arrived there
acd has spoken ont publicly and fraukly as to the in-
tention of the * Italinn Emancipation Society’ to push
abend and set:le the [1alian question with, or with-
aut, the consent of the Government ; that all the de-
lepates have been sent home to their respective pro-
vinces charged with the mission of organising the
people everywhere to act in concert with them, and
to bave petitions universally signed for the recall
of Mazzini from exile ; and, said Zambeccari, ¢ within
two mouths Mazzini will sit a3 a deputy in the Ita-
lisn Parliament.’ I think this is bighly probable, and
I shal! he glad to hear of the exile's return and his oc-
capation of a seantorial chair, for the end will be so
much the nearer.— Cor. of Tublel.

Terry, April 2.—The Turin papers of to-day assert
that there are nearly 5,000 brigands in Rome and in
the Pontifical States, who await a favourable moment
to cross the frontier. The same journals rdd that
the brigand chiefs will not make any serious efforts,
because their numbers will oot permit them to do so,
put that they intend to continually harass the Nea-
politan provinces by sending out small bands.

Panis, April 1.—The Moniteur of to-day announces
that the Italian Ministry has been definitively con-
stituted as follows : —

Signor Rattazzi—President of the Council and
Miniater of the Interjor.

Signor Duranda—Miniater for Foreign A Rairs.

Signor Matteucei~ Minister for Pablic Instruction.

Signor Conforti—Minister for Justice.

No change is made in the otber Ministries.

RoMe.—The Gazelle de France informs us, in its te-
legraphic intelligence, that General Goyon bas given
the Holy Fatler the most positive assurances of the
maintenance of the integrity of the pontifical territory.
His Holiness had long interviews vwith the French
General and the ambassndor.

The health of the Iloly Father continues to he a
subject of uneasiness. HEis pbysicians prescribe abso-
Iute rest, but he has poasitively forbidden any altera-
tion to be made in his receptions. His Holiness was
not nble to say Mass on Sunday week last,

Sanguine “patriots” lLere bave hazarded n gaess
that the Pope lizgnt last shown symptoms of yielding
and makiag an arrangement with Piedmont, but this
iz too absurd to deserve the least nutice.

The Bishop of Fossombroae, who had incurred the
displeasure of the Piedmnontese Government by his
able and dignitied reply to the circular of Miglietli, was
tried ten daya ago al Pesaro, on the charge of insult
(injuriu) to the Government; the trial cccupled part
of two days, and the verdict of the jury was ¢ suilty.”
The punishment for so dire an offence might by law
(Piedmontese) be from two months to two years-of
imprisonment or banishmernt,—aud from 200 to 5,600
francs of fine. The case againgt the Bishop was so
utterly disgraceful, that after all the efforta of the
Crown Prosecutor (whose speech occupied great part
of a day), the judges only felt themselves justified in
banishing the Bishop from his diocese for three
rmonhs, and imposiog upon him n fine of five huad-
red franes; but here we have asplendid cnse illusira-
tive of the celebrated maxim of Count Cavour “a
free Ghureh in = free State.” The Bishop of Fossom-
hroue replied singly to the Miglietti circular which
attacked in the most reckless and unscrupulons man-
ner the Italian Hierarchy. MHis letter was a calmand
dignified refuiation of the calumnied lnunched at the
Cetholic Bierarchy by Miglictti, He has been coz-
victed und puaished for outrage or insult agninst the
secular usurping Government in the defeace which
lie felt himself baund to make against an unjust series
of aceusations. — Cor. of Tublel,

The accounts received here (Rome) from the King-
dom of Naplea proves that things are there in n most
deplorable state. The great mass of the people are
opposed to the Piedmontese government ; the country
people are in arma in maoy places, but the troops of
Victor Emmaauel are committing the mast frightful

concluded by

compound of childlike simplicity, nonserse, and he-.

atrocities, and shedding torrents of - blood to compel
the' people ‘to submit.  What scandalous lies were
circulated -in the - Eaglish ~press - to:induce the
world 1o believe that the Neapolitans were anxious
for the unity of Italy, Is it not strange that Mr.
Gladstone and other Eoglish philanthropists, who
wept over.the sufferings of a Poeric and some few
prisoners convicted of conspiring against their Inwful
sovereign, cannot find a word of condemnsation for
tbe bloody deeds of Pinelli and Fumel, and pever
shaw a feeling of aympathy for the thausands of poor
innocent peopie who are inhumanly batcheréd every
day in Naples.— Cor. of Nation.

THE ALLOCUTION OF THE POPE.

The official Journal of Rome publishes the follow-
ing Allocuticn delivered at the canonization ou Tues-
day last, in the Church of the Minerva, of three mar-
tyrs of Japan :

“ Nothing, certainly, could be more agreeable to
my heart than the ceremoay of which we are all wit-
nesges, and which increases the number of the ser-
vants of God and the saints, who, while increasing
in numbers, o not cease ta intercede for us, and ab-
tain for us desideratum propitictionis abundaentium,
,sboun ding mercy to defend the rights of justice, to
obtain the conversion of the wanderers and the apos-
tates, tosustain with firmuoess and resigoation war
and sufferings, and to assist, finally, in the trinmphs
of peace. Yes, it i3 coansoling for us ¢o think that
in the solemnity which we shall have shortly to cele-
brate, we shall be surrounded by the choicest souls,
by the College of Cardinals, and by our brethren, the
bishops. It will be a fine spectacie to see the su-
preme paster, surrounded by other pastors who have
supported upanimously the rights of this Holy See,
and have allayed by their, consoling words our pro-
found grief. Itis fitting to mention here a letter
which we received only 24 hours ago, from a large
town of [taly, or rather from the capitsi of Lombardy.
This lotter bas been forwarded by an ccclesiastic
who calls himself o canon, and itis there said—
tTake good care that in the approaching assembly
of the Bishopa nt Rome the temporal power is not de-
clared to be s Jdogma of faith. If this poor priest,
whom we should like better to call goed priest, were
preseat here, we should say to him as we say lo you
who are present—* Rest assured that the Holy See
does not maintain the temporal power as a dogma of
faith, but it declares that the temporal power is ne-
cessary and indispensable so long ns the order estab-
lished by Providence shall endure, to sustain tke in-
dependence of the spiritual power” We should say
to him, * Thick of the very boly martyrs who did not
fear to give, and who did give, their blood and their
life in defence of the church! We would sty to him,
¢Singe you are in such haste to manifest your fears
tbat you have brought them under the cyes of the
Vicar of Jesus Christ, hear his voice, which enjoins
you, and the chapter to which you belong, to listen
to your OWwn pastor, to practice not only hiz orders,
but also his advice; if you, with your colleagues,
obey not, they will be misernbly lost.' We would
say to him—* Recormend yourselves to the holy mar-
tyrs who bave lost all that they might not lose God.’
From « neighboring kingdom we have received writ-
ings, sigued by some ecclesiasiic, in which they ad-
dress to ua the hypocritienl insinuation that we should
renounce the temporal power, which is for them, or
rather fur thoze who advise them, very inconvenient,
apd impedes the consummation of their anti-Chris-
tian and anti-social designs. But we at the same
time receive letters, also sizned by ceclesiastics,
which are filled with respectful attachment to the
Holy See. It appears, from these letters, that the
Government of that kingdom, or its representntives
or emigsaries, sent printed forms, which we have seen
and read, persuading some priests and miserable
clerks to sign them, with a double view of causizg it
to be belicved that the clergy sustain the absurd
principle of the incompatibility of the spiritual with
the temporal power, aad of separating the iaferior
clergy from their bisbops, whose admirable con-
cord in these times has astonished the whole world.
The good ecclesinstics who write to us beg us o give
no heed to the observations of this bandful of de-
Iuded individuals, of whom some-have been ensnared,
and others led by fear, into giving their signature.
Let the Holy See be persuaded, say these good
priests, that their convictiona are such that they do
not any doubt asto the necessity of the temporal
power. They invite us, consequently, to pardon
those blind men who know not what they do, and
we, on our part, add that these blind men, led them-
selvea by other blind, will fall into an abyss from
which it is almost impossible they should ever es-
cape. Let us, on our side, take care that the intrigues
tending to sepnrate, the pastors from the flocks do
not attain their object; let the Loly martyrs obtnin
this for us from the Lord, and that there may be
given to us through their intercession the necessary
power to sustain with courage the combats to come.
May the very Holy Virgin, under whose all-power-
ful auspices we have been kept snfe and sound up to
this hour, deign to continue to us her protection;
and may she inspire us with a perfect resignation to
the Divige will, so that even 3 she pronounced the
fiat expected by human generations, * Eece ancilln
domini, fiet miht secundum verbum tuwm, we may, in
like manner, amimated by her, say to the Lord, * Ecce
servi tui, fint verbis secundwm velunialem tuwm) Tt
now only remains for us to pray to the Lord that
He will cause Iis blessing to descend upon all of us;
and that it may descend upon the company which
hag prodiced so many heroes for heaven, and so
raany defenders of the Clhurch ; snd that it may give
strength to maintain regular observances and exem-
plary precepts of life, in spite of so many contests.
May this blessing give intelligence to our poor mind,
and may it communicate strengib to this poor arm!
May this blessing solnce and protect all those who
endeavour to sustain the vessel of the Church, tossed
about by the waves, that theic voices may not be
drowned in the noise of the tempest whichk has been
let loase! May this blessiog serve, in the last place,
to encourage all the good, and to convert the souls
of the wiclied !

Narues.—The nature of the news from Naples re-
maias uaaltered. “ Brigaudage” remains in the as-
cendant, despite tho forces brought to benr on it.
It i3 interded to name Commissioners Extraordinary
for those provinees where * brigandage” has broken
out, who are to be urmed sith special powers. If
more * gpecinl” powers are to be exerted than have
been used by Fautoni and Fumel, tie state of the
poor peasgauts will indeed be wretched.

In the disturbances nt Naples on the 15th ultimo,
14 persons were wouaded, vine studeuts and five of
the Lazzaroni. The popalace used sticks and stoues
and the sindents, revolvers, so recllessly, that the
number is less than éould bave been expected., The
12th Jattalion of the Natiomal Guard, which first
made its nppearance, drove away the Lazzaroni by a
volley fired above their beads as they were in the act
of storming the College buildings, and with the aid
of the 3rd and 1ith batialions, mnde numerous ar-
rests, Father Corezzn, who preached on the 15th in
place of the usunl preacher at S. Severino, the Abbe
Musto, and who said that the time wag nigh when an
Archangel with a sword of flame would issue from
Rome for the destruction of all the enemies of reli-
glon, was arrested in his rooms the snme might. The
Liberals have not yet recovered from the fright of
the skirmish.

“fThe Pope for everl' ¢ Death to the enemies of
religion!’ were the eries of the infurinted sovulnce.
The possibility of a reactionary insurrection, which
Lias always been deaicd, has boen 50 clenrly proved
to thelibersls by ocular demonstration that they
have suddenly lost il taste for those noisy proces-
sions in which 'hey used to delight, ¢ Evea to mor-
row, the feast o 8t. Jogeph, which they enll Guri-
baldi’s fenst-day,’ says a lotter of the 18th, *they do
not intend to have their faverite spectacles of tri-
color flags and purchased outcries. I[n arder to givo
the formidable Bourbonisis less provocntion they
will confine themselves to illuminuntions nnd other

noiseless exhibitions. The students in uddition to

the drubbiug which they ‘got, bave had the sad ey

perience that their ungrateful Government wi)] n'oz.

even thank them for their services. A deputatjy

gent to General La Marmora to complnit of the ngn

fgrog_l,. was not evfen hadmitted, and the Rector o}
e Unlversity put forth an unsympathiai

tion to be ca]’mg" ’ Y mpathising exhorts.

SPIRIT RAPPING.
To the Editor of the Times,

Sir,—~You expressed a wish to examine Wilnesseg
who have bave had “ experiences” in modern magic
xs&llow me to offer you some of mine. !

ome years ago a medical friend gave me Rejchen.
baclh’'s book, which I read cnrel‘ull?r, enticed ?ﬁhfﬁe
author’s scieutific treatment of mysterious subjecty
About the same time a near relation took up meamer.
ism, and we tried to form an opinion. Mesmerism
clairvoyance, electro-biology, and table-turning had
their tura, and now I have survived to meet a medjuy

I set out with the conviction that truthk i3 discore;:
ed by iuvestigation and experiment ; that untrue wit.
nesses are found out by taking them off their guard ;
and that a detected cheat is a bad witness, Ifga man'
says that he does not see, or lLear, or feel, and showsg
that he does, no bard swearing and no authority cap
couvince me that his senses are absent; and nothing
short of demonstration can prove that the senges are
independent of their proper organs.

Men gee with eyes; they must prove thav they see
with their elbows. T

My first supernatural acqunintance was Alesis, angd
I confess that the roots of my heir moved uncom’fort.
ably whea I suw him playing ecarte with n bandage
over lig eyes ; but when the gymnastics began T pe-
covered. The patient being in the rigid state, was
set in a chair, and & man stood on his outstretched
lega. They did not bend, but the weight overbalanced
Alexis, and he, forgetting himself in & small matter,
bent his ¢ rigid” knees, got up, reseated himself, and
stuck out his legs cnce more. I did the same in the
next room. Thus the experiment was a feat ¢f
strength, Alexis, when he pretended 1p be nesmeri-
cally rigid, tried to deceive, and all his proceedings
then agsumed the valve of conjuring tricks. Forex.
ample, the card-playing melted into a code of signals,
for the assistant looked into baoth bands, and spoke
continually during the gnme. )

I next spent scme houars in a dark room with g
large magnet, striving earnestly to see the eleciric
finid. I knew by sounds that my compaaion was
mesmerising me rll the time, but there was no resulz,
Our experiments tailed, so we Lield a keen argument.
My friena at last poured out some water, and, hold-
ing the glass v a particular masner, said, “IF ] give
that mesmeric fluid to anyone he will sleep.™ This
could be tested; there waz nodrug, soldrank the
water, and did not steep. My friend beeame n nes-
merist, but this experiment conviuced me that ke ha-
bitually deceived himself, and many subsequent expe-
riments confirmed the conviction. But I Lave seen my
triend exercise an influence over another friend winch
amounted to an cxaggeration of the power which Na-
poleon exercised over the nation which he command-
ed, but to nothing more. The most famous clairvoy-
ante of her day described the symptoms of a sick pe:-
son, and I wrote them down ip silence till the list
covered most maladies ; but wheu a companion, who
had Leen directed to keep silence, spoke and asked a
leading question, the sitting became a mixture of
guessing, and of the gnme of Yes aud No. Allsymp-
toms were neglected but those indicated by the ques-
tioner, and there was no subsequent eure.

At o public electro-biologicel meeting I, with some
20 others, stared hard at bits of tiz without anF re-
sult, but a man of very suspicious exterior wasaf-
fected, and he went through all sorta of contortivns
at the word of command; but these might be acted,
Finally, the patient was told that he could not see,
and declared that he did not see the candles. The
operator, who was the most famous of his day, sum-
moned tbe audience to exumine the palient, aand
a medical spectater did se with a candie. The
rigid, uowinking eyes, and the grim, stony face of
the biologized were something to remember, but the
doctor said quietly, ‘¢ The pupils expand and con-
tract freely under the influence of light.”

There was still a chance—the muscles might coa-
tract, though the man was unconscions of the lumi-
nous cause; but the audience were scepticnl, and
the angry patient removed all doubt by shouting, “1
should like to ses you bear the candle as near your
eyes asIdid without winking.” He hadscen the
candle, then, The clieat betrayed itself in A gmull
matter, and sooa after this lecturer disappeared.

On meotioning this incident to another Ffamous
American biologist, who called himzelf “ Doctor,” ke
aaid that the retina expunded and contracted invo-
luntarily under the influence of light. The medical
sceptic said it was the pupil.

Apgain, & mesmerised patient of a then well-kzows
operator declared that she was nnable to hear, buta
hard-bheaded medical sceptic walked quictly about
muttering, * How wonderful!” “Ilow extracrdi
nary ! ¢ Cannot hear ! Then, suddenly addressing
the patient in the same tone, ke said, “ You can't
kear at ull, can you? ¢ No Sir,” said the girl, “not
a word.” Another patient who conld not feel, was
slyly pinched in a tender place by another doctor,
and, being taken unawares, spreng up, exclaiming
 You brute!" The doctor was  perfectly satisfied,”
and so, within my experience, whencver the senses
were tested, the wonders of mesmeriswm, clairvoyance,
and electro-biology disappeared. A mechanicat no-
del explained tableturning. Hnnds Iaid on a scale
weigh considerably, so they do when laid on the edge
of a trble, on o hat, or on the spokes of a windlass.
In like manner pens press upou the edge of o compas3
card when the points rost on it, and the pens lean
outwards against the sides of the case. It is very
diflicult thus to arrange 2 dozen of] pens so cvenly as
not to turn the card one way or the ether; and, if it
moves at all the whole system presses in ane dicec-
tion, All the pens come to slope one way, nnd push
one way, and the card whirls rennd. Aund o tuble-
turning is but a mechanical forse exercised uncon-
sciously. When Faradny’s index proved that (act
table-turning weat out of fashion, but it still survives
in mental corners.

Now wo bave a new phuse of magic in spirit-rap-
ping, and [ bold it to be a wicked imposture, Lrading
upon the best affections and feelings of human nature.
The medium's charge confines his general audicnce
1o thase whose family history is recordod in the Feer-
uge and similer booka. FHis-professed dealing with
decenged fricnds draws those who suffer and nre least
fitted to detect imposture. Grief, with its tearful
eyes, trembling awe, venerution, and blank wonder,
ure ill fitted to cope with aw imposture. Argument
i3 useless where men wish to be deceived, but yet
tho cheat i3 transparent. The whole syatem i3 based
ou the assertion that dead men’s ghosts tollow & me-
diom ; the most famous of the tribe assured me in ap
unguarded womeul thut if he were baunted by a api-
rit it would drive bim mad.

The system of communication i3 by raps, 1saw
tho same mnn rapping while he asserted that the
spirit of my nunt was communicating with him by
tapa. Isaw the muscular wotion in one kuouzkle of
his right hand which he masked with his left arm,
and each musculnr contraction answars to each sound
asa pendulum answers to the tick of a clock, [
tried the experiment, and produced the ssme sound
by moving the anme muscle, go us to jerk the back of
tho anil of the fore finger agnieat an elge cut in the
side of the pencil, the point of which was pressed
burd agninst the table. When the wedium said that
my dead aunt rapped for him, and had no sympathy
with nie, and when he made an andible noise with 8
peneil, visibly before my eyes, it wasa burefaced,
wicked nttempt to deceive through human afestiond;
but when.he did that which [ bad dons that evening
at’ diuner, and kickad up the whole table with his
kaes, it wns simply ludicrous, and there wag a gene-
ral shout of Inughter,

When he weote with one hand under the table, and



