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Delivered bv Mr. E. J. Duggan, of the
i3 Law Firm of Quinn snd Duggan, be-
. fore a Large Audienoce in the Windaor
:Hall.at the Annual Concert Given by
.vhe St, Patriok’s T, A. & B. Soolety.

' Rev. Futhers, Mr. Chairrﬁan, Ladies
and Gentlemen—When I see the very
attractive programme that I am about to

interfere with, I feel very roluctant, in-
deed, to take up any part of your time,
more_especially aiter my very flattering
introduction to you by the Rev. Father
Callaghan. When I was -first asked to
address your society, I sssure'you, ladies
and gentlemen, I acocepted it in fear
and trembling. I felt very gnilty indeed.
I felt I was putting myself in the posi-
tion of those who have. honors thrust
upon them without any particular merit
of their own ; and now that I am facing
my sudience, sandwiched between such
-very ohoice and inviting morceaux of
music and song. I tell you what, Iadies
and gentlemen, I begin to have a pretty
good idea of what it is like to bes
square peg in a round hole. I
have, however, one faint hope Ieft.
Asan indifferent musician may some-
times succeed in exciting interest by
touching the chords of an old melody,
g0 I venture to hope shat in selecting &
subject, I may have been fortunate en-
ough to choose one which, even under
unskillful treatment, will appeal to your
~ sympathies. No doubt many of you,
ladies'and gentlemen, have known the
subject of my sketch this evening,

THOMAS D'ARCY MOGEE,

and have listened to his oratory; but
to the greater number, I am sure, al-
though but twenty-five years have
elapsed since his voice was heard in our
midst, his figure must loom mistily out
of the past as that of some mighty shade
whioch once played a fitful part on our
political stage and then suddenly and
tragically dieappeared. Though,. in his
youith, an agitator ripe for revolt,
D'Arcy McGee became in_his mature
years & staunoch supporter f the British
Crown. No doubt the softening influ-
ence of the working of British institu-
tions in Canada, where we are free from
creed or claaa privileges, and enjoy the
rights our countrymen are fighting
for at home, was the great factor in this
change of feeling on his part, he in fact
‘simply experienced that revolution in
sentiment, which a fair and ‘equal treat-
ment under the British copstitution, &
fair and equal application of its prin-
ciples to all alike is bound to produce
among Irishmen—as it has in this
country amouvg French OCanadians—no
matter how alien to English sentiment
and how opposed to everything English in
politics we may have been under the
old order. And no observer can ignore
the fact that of late years, now that the
great British democracy shows signs of
active. aympathy witbout national as-
pirations, that change of sentiment is
" rapidly making itself more and more felt.
" A very interesting study could be
made of the various gradations of Irish
ublic sentiment towards Engand,
rom the flerce wild hatred that once
prevailed, born of despair,.to the no Jess
resolute but confident and hopeful apirit
which the genius and stubborn will of
Parnell brought into life and which now
animates our race in its.struggle towards
the light. '

That story of our race, ladies and gen-
tlemen, is filled with tears. Famine and
the sword have left their imprint -on
every page. (allant but hopeless
struggles against wholesale conflscations,
penal laws, and coercion laws make s
pad story, rendered more pathetic still,
by the genius and faith ‘of the people
which ever shone.steadily thtoughout
the ‘gloom. 'Hunted  and proscribied in
their own land, many of cur country’s
neblest sons had to choose betweén a
felon's fate at home and what laurels
they. could wrest from fortune abroad ;
and the Scottish bard Campboell was in-
apired by their misfortunes to deplore
theit™ fateé “in the moat” plaintive lines

ever. written :(—

fad 18 my fate, sald the heart-brokenatranger,
; The wild wolf and deer.Lo a covert can flee,

But I have no refuge from famine and danger,
; A‘honie and &' couniry.remain not for me. - .

To.this polioy of ostracism on the part
ogland, ‘France owes the brilliant
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" AN ABIE ADDRESS

services of McMuhon ; ‘Austria thestates:
manship of her first minister, Count
‘Taafe; Spain her O'Donmnell ; Mexico
and Chilli, in the New World, their
O'Donoghue and O'Higging; and to it
also are our colohies mdebted for Sir
Charles Gavin Dufly and our own D’Arcy
McGeea. Mr. McGee waa born in Ireland,
in 1825. In his boyhood he emigrated
to the United States, und at the eaxly age
of seventeen, when the repeal movement
was in full strength, we find him addres-
sing an American audience on the 4th
of July, and even then evincing that
power of oratory which was destined
later to make him famous. When
O'Connell went broken-hearted to jail,
the cause he was forced to abandon fell
into the hands of the young Ireland
party. McGee was invited by Gavan
Dafly toassist him in editing the Nation ;
and in that body of young men, as bril-
liant & band as ever pleaded a nation’s
cause by his essays, articles and poems,
he contributéd powerfully to the success
of the movement they bad at heart. No
‘better tribute to his abilities need be re-
quired than the words of Gavan Dufly:
“Who,” he asked, ‘“has served his
country’s interests with such a facina-
ting genins, His poetry and his essays
touch me like the breath of spring and
revive the buoyancy and chbivalry of
youth.”

THE YOUNG IRELAND MOVEMENT

shared the fate of its predecessors. The
sturdy John Mitchell, the son of an
Ulster Upitarian minister, was oon-
demned to fourteen years’ transporta-
tion: 8mith O'Brien and Thomas Frauncis
Meagher were condemned to death, but
their sentence was afterwards commuted
to transportation for life: Gavan Duffy
wag tried three times but could not be
convicted : and McGee was arrested and
released, and to avoid fresh arrest had to
flee from his country in disguise.
Meagher escaped to the United States,
where he soon rose to prominance and
distinguished himself as general of the
Irish Brigade during the civil war.
Gavan Duffy left Ireland, a corpse on
the disecting table, as he himsell de-
scribed it, for Australia, and as first
minister led the destinies of that giant
young colony. McGes fled to the States,
but apon afterwards, at the invitation ot
the Irishmen of Montreal, settled in this
city. It is with his subsequent career
we are more particularly interested, for
it was in Canada he made hismark as a
public man and met his untimely death.
Agaiost great odds, Mr. McGee was re-
turned in 1858, before he had been a
year in onr midst, a8 one of the mem-
bera for Montreal in the Canadian Par-
liament then sitting at Toronto. No
sgpirant to Legielative hovours in this
country was ever more virulently at-
tacked. His connection with the Irish
revolutionary party at a time when
among the great majority of the more
influential classes, any sympathy with
Irish national sentiment was a crime
and oarried with it social as well as poli-
tical odium, excited the bitterest opposi-
tion, personal as well as political, to his
candidature. The English, Irish and
Scotch Protestant vote was almost solid
against him; to the French-Canadians
be was bunt little known; but the Irish
Catholic elestors sank all political differ-
ences to unite in supporting one in
whom their instincts recognized a

leader, and they returned him
by thirty . of & majority. From
that day onward Mr, McGeo was

the most interesting figure in Canadian
politics. There were some very clever
politicians in those days. The stage was
Bsmall, but the jealousies of race and
‘oreed were all the more intense, and
adroitness and tact in combining out of
‘the various elements a Goveroment suf-
ficiently strong to command the support
.of both houses was required rather than
broad statesmanship, It was in this
school. tbat 8ir John Macdonald acquired
the suppleness and tact which afterwarde
contributed so powerfully to his suc-
cess ; and it was here, too, that the nim-
ble-minded 8ir George Cartier agitated
for the rights of his countrymen with all
the shrewdness and pertinacity of the
Gaul, and with a dexterity - which
prompted McGee to desoribe him, in
the early days af opposition, as -

THE LITTLE POLITIOAL THIMBLE-RIG,

The names of Lafontaine, Morin, Bald-
win, Sanfield McDonald, George Brown,

of men-strong-in purpose, subtle in fence,

and intrigued to such' effect, that in the
couze of & fo¥ years neither party ceuld

Dorion and Hincks, conjure up visions'

and keen of wit, who struggled, agitated-

secure a workiug: majority, government:
became impossible,and theonly way out
of the difficulty lay in Confederation. It
was_among. these men that our curley
headed Irish youth was thrown; and by.
the end .of the. first session he showed
that he too and the peopie he represent-
ed would have to be reckonmed with.
Upper and Lower Caneda were then
united, each with an equal number of
rapresentatives, but like a badly broken
in and.restive tear, they were contina-
ally kicking over the traces and pulling
different ways. In Upper Canada the
the reform party became divided into
two msections. The more moderate of
which was Jed by Baldwin and Hincks,
and the more extreme by George Brown,
who rode the Protestant horse and ad-
vocated represeniation by population
and down with French domination.. The
Protestant horse, by the way, proved
baulley and threw its rider, and 1t will
be interesting to lears whether the
lighter weight of to-day, Mr. Dalton Mo-
Carthy, will turn out & belter. jockey.
And it might be well for him to guard
againat accidents by aecuring 10 advance
the services of Professor Glesson. A
coalition was afterwards formed between
the moderate Reformers of Upper Can-
ada and the Conservatives of Lower
Canads, which brought into office the
first Liberal administration. This waa
defeated by the extreme or eclear grit
Reformers and the Lower Canada
Rouges, but the new c¢abinet only held
office for the brief period of two days,
when it was succeeded by the Cartier-
Macdonald administration in 1858,
the year Mr. McGee was first elect-

. Mr. McGee at the outset
supported the Reform party then in
opposition ; and in 1862, on the defeat
of the Cartier-McDonald government,
was given the portfolio of president of
the Council in the Sanfield McDonald
adminstration, It soun became evident,
however, that he could not long remsin
in sympathy with a party inspired by
George Brown and the Globe, even
though that party did not deem it poli-
tic to embody 1ts extreme views in any
minieterial measure; and on bein
passed over and the people he present
ignored, in the reconstruction of the
cabinet, he consulted his constituents,
and with their consentjoined the Liberal
Conservative opposition ;-and in 1865 on
the defeat 6f the Santield McDonald
cabinet, he became niinister of agricul-
ture in the Cartier-McDonald adminis-
tration, and until confederation remain-
ed a member of that cabinet, Mr. Mo-
Gee was admitedly :

THE MOST MAGNETIO SPEAKER.

of his day. Though by no means an
Adonis, his appearance was striking and
would attract attention in any assembly.
A massive head crowned by thick curling
dark locks, and set on & well kait, rather
burly frame, slightly under medinm
height, and & countenance, rather heavy
in repose, but mobile and fascinating,
when lit up by play of fancy or earnest-
ness of purpose, indicated an abundance
of energy and resourse. Persobal pre-
judices soon took flight before his na-
tural charm of manner and fund of hu-
mor; his ready wit and well stored mind
commanded the respect of his most
bitter opponents ; and in public speak-
ing, by the magic of his eloquence, he
charmed his hearers and made them
realize . -
 What spells of infinlte cholce .

To rouse or lull a8 the sweet human volce [
His prolific brain was never.idle. While
discharging the duties of his office and
activily engaging in the strife of politi-
cal life, he contributed any number. of
easays and reviews to various periodicals
and newspapers; delivered lectures.on an
infinitude of subjects all over the coun-
try, and wrote a history of Ireland. Nor
did he ever go back on his early faith-
and his early love. When taunted in-
the Canadian legislature for his early
connection with the Irish revolutionary
party, he replied that if the same state.
of things existed here he would be -a
rebel in Canade a8 he had been a rebel
in Ireland in 1848 ; and his memorable
letter to:the Earl of Mayo, written a few.
days before his death, pleading earnestly
the cause of his motherland, wus quoted
by Mr, Gladstone as a ‘ prophetic voice
from the dead, coming from beyond the

. | Atlantio.?

Asin the case of all born leaders ofmen;.
there was Mr-McGee's nature a.dreamy,
poetic strain which lent & sbharm’ to. his'
treatment -of .even the .most: prossio:
and practical subjects ; and. in the midst.
of more serious: matters, he.still found
time for an - adeasional flirlation with'

G e

the muses. Time . will notallow:ma to—
treat’ at- any: length this branch.of
‘my subject; and I will simply ‘quote -
one of his charming lyrics which breathe
the true spirit of poetry :— o '
" © My Irish wife has clear biue ayes, .
- My Hesven by day, myv Riars by night—
Aud, twin-lige. truth und fondness lie .
Within her swell-ng boromn white, -
My Irirh wife bas golden hair— R
Apolio's harp bid once such strings— -
Apollo's self might pauseto hear
"Her bird-like carcl when she sings. ‘
But a dark cloud, pregnant. with fate,
was gatbering on the horizon.. The
sympathy shown by Eogland tn. the
Southern cause and her recognition of.
Southern belligerent righte, had exoited’
an intense feeling.of bitterness in the
North, which showed itself at the close
of the. war in the indirect emcourage-,
ment given by the American Govern-
ment to the Fenian filubusterers, who.
conceived the criminal project of striking
England through her Colony and aveng-
ing the wrongs of Ireland by shedding,
innocent Cunadian blood. Mr. MoGee:
had just-returned from a visit to_the old.
country and the continent. He had
represented Canada at the great Paris,
expogition, he hid gone to Rome with. &
deputation from the St. Patrick’s con-
gregation in this city, he had written a
sertes of charming letters from Paris,
Rome and other cities of the continent,
he had lectured in Ireland, and, with
some of his colleagues in the cabinet had
taken a leading part in laying the plan
of confederation before the Imperial
anthorities in London. On his return
here he found the Feniansacret societies
in Tull blast and the. informer plying &
thriving trade. He proceeded at once’
to denounce vigorously the whole con-
spiracy. For this a faction among his
countrymen called him a renegade
and a traitor., aad he had to
meet an opposition at the polls as
bitter as that which he overcame in_the
first instance, and infinitely more bitter
and mortifying to himself because it
came from those whose gratitude he de-
served the most. But this time found
elsewhere asufficient loyal support to
counteract the defections among his
own compatriots; and the very element
which had sought to defeat him in his
first appeal now won for him the closing
victory of his politioal-life. The advice .
of Mr. McGee then gave, and the stand
he tnok, time has sidce Tally -justified.
No argument is now required to show
what silly dupes were those who allowed
their honest sympathies for our mother-.
land to be played upon and set their own
weak, passionate judgment against the
wise, calm counsel of

THEIR TRIED AND GIFTED LEADER.

But frank and fearless in the extremo,
Mr. McGee made statements on the.
platform and in the press—statements.
his own friends warned him agsainst as
rash and injudicious—whick set some of -
the consgira.tors trembling for their own
safety. Ishall not attempt to harrow
your feelings and spoil & pleasant even-'
ing by going into the sad details of the
tragedy that followed, but will simply -
say that on the nignt of the 6ih of April, -
1:68, at Oltawa, after he had delivered
one of the noblest speeches ever heard .
within the walle of a Canadian rrlia- -
ment, on the cementing of the lately
formed union by bonds of mutusl kind- :
ness and good will, the great orator, to..
use the worde of Mra, Sadlier. * the.
preacher of peace, the sagacious statee--
man, the gifted son of song, the loved of .
many hearts, met his death at the hands .
of an assassin.” Only 43 years of age-
when struck down, With his magnifi-:
cent gifts, I think I am warranted in
saying that had he lived, he would ix.
all probability, in the fruition of years,.;
have reached the highest position in this -
country & public. man can-hope to.at<-
tain. Selting aside all question of-the:
greatness of the loss.and looking simply:
to its effects on our city alone, I.can only:
compare the murder -of McGes, in- its-

‘folly’ and malignity, to-that other:out-".

burst of stupid-fanaticism,~—the burning-,
of the Parliament buildings, which de .
prived the city forever of the aegfo;_ot -

Government.- : .

Well, ladies and gentlemen, poor:Mos’
Gee - has gone to. his last rest-on that:
couch of which he himself spoke in ‘bis:
farewellto afriend. ; =~ - .27
Old friends, the years wear on; and miany oares
. And many sorrows bolh-of us ‘have:-known § -
Time for ns both-a:quiet cor th prepares— - e.z .

" A oouch like Jacob’s, pii sWed wilh- &:stone.
‘He was but ten years'among us; but-in.
#ll that time he was one.of those . grand-
central figures around which :-eyeuis” res

:volved

‘Hin last specehy wes i elogaent,




