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THE SISTERS OF ST. AWN. |
THEIR GGE;E;T-;T LACHINE.

A Magopificent Exhibit Prepared from
tho Works ot the Puaplls for the
Chleago World’s Falr,

On Monday afternoon we had the plea-
gure of a run ont to Lachine where we
spent a few hour in the enjovable task
of examining the exhibit which the gond
Sisters of St. Ann have collected for the
purpose of sending, as their contribution,
to the Canadian Catholic Educational
display at the World’s Fair. Beflore en-
tering upon the immediate subject of this
article we have o word ortwo to say
abent the institution at Lachine and the
arder of religiouses under whose care it
flourishes.

Numerous are the orders of nuns
seattered through the Dominion, some
more than others, some from rne coun-
try, some from another, but all belong-
ing to that great body of Chiistinn_ en-
lightenment, the Catholic Church., How-
ever, few of these relicious societies are
Canadian in‘origin, of these few the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of St. Ann is one
and perhaps the most propenncedly so.
As you stand at the front doer ol the
magnificent struclure that wichits cupo-
Iag and spires, and grey battlements and
walls, looks upon the sweeping of the
grant St. Lawrence that rushes it head-
Tong speed over the rueged rocks of the
far famed Lachine rapidy, your eye takes
in u panoramu unsurpassid in natoralat-
tractions, unequaled, perhaps in artistic
grandeur. Behind you the village and.
within a few monenis wall, the raiway
depot from which yon  have almost
hourly connection with Muintreai : before
you the superb scenery ofone of Canada’s
most romantic spots: aronnd you the
fresh  ard health-unparieg  air that
rushes down with the eroat Qood of the
most glortoux river on our Continent,
But apart from the enchantmenis
which ~ Nature, with lavish  hand,
hue  flung about the place, every
gtep  of ground you walk  npon
in suered in the historieal recollee-
tions that hover abont it, and every
nook and corner is haunted by the
spirits of bye-gone heroos, murtyrs for
the faith, ploneer pricsts, worid-hraving
navigators, fearless explovers, men of

clonds of ignorant have flung upon that
distant region,

_ But we wander from our snbject. [t
is the Convent at Lachine that is the
olject of our articte, and the exhibit pre-
pared for the World'zs Fair that hax
raused us to take up our pen.  As in all
the other cases of cur homes of Catholic
education it is somewhat diflicult to
know how or where to commence.  Yet
the Sisters of 8t. Ann have certainly one
of the most easily underctiol systems
that we have yet met with, ad s0 exact
and comylete is their collection that it
reduces a report almost to a mere eanu-
meration.

With the exception of samples in cale-
graphy and map drawing from other
branches of the order, all the exhibits
are the production of scme of the two
hundred und seventeen pupils in the
institution at Lachine, On each copy
that is presented are to be found the
different percentages guined by the
pupil whodid the work. A standard
of ten per centhas been laid down, so
that it is easy to calcuiate the progress
made and the nntes gained by exch one.
On opening each of the copy-books we
find the programme of the class.  Thas
the whole course can bhe followed from
the preparatory, through the six yenrs
of study, ending with the two years of
superior or graduating elisses—making
in all eight years of study apart from the
preparatory.  In the preparatory class
there are three copy-books on each snb-
jeet in the currienlum ; in all the other
classey there are six capy-books on each
subject.

We may as well al once remark that
ail we sperk of in the way of exhibits
are Jduplicated, being in French and in
Englizh.  For the sake of brevity we
witl fohiow the English conrse alone, yot
remiarking that it corresponds exactiy
witn the French eourse, both of which
are equally represented.  in the books
of the preparatory and sixth classes the
enrrections made by the teachers are in-
dicated, andd in all the others the cor-
rections are made in red ink upon the
marein, All this work consists of the
daily exercises doue by the children
during their ordinary study hovrs.  One
young lady whose, copy book was some-
what  illuminated with red ink cor-
rections remerked to her teacher that
she was prond of her faults, beeanse hoy
raes looked more attractive and would
likely be never noticed if it wers nut for
the corrections. This is evidently o

coitrage, women of devotion, children of
of the early days, schifers in the ranks
of the Chureh Militant : and above Hn-irfl
aghes, high over the sernrg of trials and |
trinmphs, towers sublimely, o thed
blue of a Cunadian sky, the cross crown- |
ed dome of that two fold institution— |
the Mother House of the sisters of st.!
Ann and their convent sehool—a woithy
monument to immoriakize aml furever
commemorate the mighty decds done
upen the banks of our noble river for
Faith and Country,

It wag the ever to-be remembered. and
forever dearly beloved Mygr. Buourget
who founded the Order of the Sisters ol
St. Ann.  In s wisdom he boheld and
understood the requirementz of his
rapidly increasing diccese, aund he knew
that there was room and work for an
order such as the one he eontemplated
His desires were soem fwidilled, for mn
the person of Miss Durocher, of Vau-
dreuil an encrgetic and devoted found-
ress of such & community was discovered,
and she co-operating, with all her heat.
in the work of the venerable prelate, and
placing her confidence in the all-uling
Providence that puides the destinies of
our young country, deposed her life at
the feet of the protecress of our Pro-
vince—the good St. Arm—and assaming
an humble, o rigidly simple garb, went
forth npon her miesion to beneficence.
Only a year ago did that noble Indy
leave the scene of this werld’s struggle.
and in her eighty tinrd year, under the
icy cluteh of li erippe, she departed,
leaving behind her a community fully
established, with twenty branches in
thie Province, twenty-four in the United
States, ten in British Columbia, and
three in far off frozen Alaska., Yeg, up
there, in the region of the northern
sea ; off' beneath the prismatic fringey
of the Aurora Borealis, in the foot-steps
of thepioneer Jesuits, the Sisters of St.
Apn have gone to set up their abodey.
In the land of the senl and the walruss,
where jce-bergs chill the airand the tfur-
clad savage eckes out his dreary life,
these nuns have carried the torch of
education, lit at the fluming furance of
Catholic faith, and with its flickerings

culyphices of corrections,
Peorrections give a clear iden of the pro-

philosophical way of looking at the sab-
jeet: vet we must remember that the
ereat Sir Walter Scott, who has immor-
tolized his own land and added wonder-
tnt'y to the glory of English Jiterature,
never presented a composition to his
teacher that was not eat up with hicro-
However, these

gress made by the pupils from one clas=
to anvthier.  [n the back of the eopies of
the elementary classes are geveral illus-
trations of what the pupiis can du iu the
way ol linear drawing.

In glancing over the whole exbibit we
find three courses apart from the primary

siX toten years; 2nd, the Intermediate,
for wirls of ten to tiflecn vears; fSnd, the
Superior, for young ladies of lifleen to
eighteen or upwisds.  We need not ful-
low the dstals of the whole system;
<uflice Lo say that il is one peculiar to
the Sisters of St. Ann, and tnal it s as
complete a8 the pupil can desire to have
it. Pussing to the sewing and other
domestic work, fancy or piain, wa must
say that the styie in which the samples
are arranged is by far the best and most
satisfactory that we have vet =gen. QOue
immense book containg ail these samples.
They are about six or eight inches cach
way in size and consequently oceupy
very little space, while giving a perfect
iden of what the pupils can do. In
opening this book we meet with plain
stitches by the little ones; then these
plain stitches applied in the making of
miniature samples ofunderwear ; then
more difficult skitches and the applica-
tion of them. By degrees we reach the
knitting; the simplest and most element.-
ary, ab first, followed by a gradation of
more difficult attempts. After these
come the darning, patching, mending :
all of which are a8 near porlection as any
ordinary man could wish to have his
wife accomplish. As we approach the
superior course we meet with the cro-
chetting, cutting of patterns, fashions,
embroidery, lace work and illustrations
of how a tear in broad-clothe can be
mended with huir. Here we find also

they illiumine the darkness that the

a spread—or bed cover—done in the

ane: Ist, the Elemeutary, for children of

finest of knitting with almosat spider-web
thrends—and surrounded with Roman
embroidery. There are fantastic snmples
of crazy work, some very good pieces of
tatting, and last and most difficult ofall.
raiset embroidery of the most exquisite
de-ign and finish.

If we linger too long with all these
attractions we shall find our space run
out betore we reach some of the most
interesting exhibits, TIn the superior
colmse o elass of botany has its collection
and an admirable one it is. Jt would
delight a professor of that beautiful
study to turn over those pages und ex-
amine the ditferent specimens of our
Cunadian Flora, carefully pressed aund
accompanied with the pupil’s explana-
tions and classificaticns into tamilies,and
species. But from that delightful task
we must hurry on to a very important
branch, namely that of book-keeping
(single and double entry.) Here wehave
the eomplete set of books kept by each
pupil—some in Freneh, vthersin English
—and consisting of day-book, index.
ledger, and cash-book. This exhibit
needs no comment as all our remders
know what a complete course of buok-
keeping means,

We are now confronted with the draw-
ing classes. We find the samples set
forth somewhat after the manner of the
sewing, in large copy-bovks. We notiee
the gradation from simple lines, on to
the highest point in linear drawing : this
is followed by perspective and shading:
then comes the application of these ru-
diments in leaves, fruit, flowers and ve-
retable life ; next is animal life, birds,
fishes and rough sketches of beasts;
finally, human forms, hands, feet, ears
and eves ; at Lt as a climaex, the human
features and expressions. The paintings,
in watercotors or oil, follow the sanie
aradation.  There are a couple of very
beautifu oil landscapes that will surely
atltract aftention.

Before closing these most interesting
and instruective copy-books, we desire to
remark that the reverend chaplain has 2
fine collection of work done by the pu-
pils in the class of religious instruction.
This, we trust, will be forwarded with
the other exhibits, Each time that an
instruction is given on any subject—such
as o commandment or & precept of the
Church—the pupils are obliged to write
a condensed review of the sermon, and
these reswntes are collected and form a
mest attractive feature in the digplay.

We have dwelt to some extent upon
this subject and yet columns would be
required to do even simple justice to the
wurk that the puptls ot the Luchine Con-
vent have furmshed. While reflecting
credit upon our Catholic educativnal sys-
tem, and upon our whole country, it is
an honar to the good sisters of that ad-
mireble comunumty, and shows clearty
that where energy and deviwtion exist,
and the hand of Yrovidence gnides,
mighty things may be accomplished.
Humble was the beginning when Mgr.

Bourzet accepted the saerifice of the
Vandreuil giri : magnificent the consum-
malion of the work she uudertook, and
its irinita will ripen into seeds of greater
glory for the Chureh and the country.
Looking hack at the econvent ol Liching,
as the trein rshes off towards Montreal,
and glancing, with the mind’s eye, upon
the history of that community, one fecls
like rspeating the lines of that canticle
sung by the Jewish Maiden ot old : “of c-
altarit humiles”

THE CURISTIAN BROTHERS

tecolved by the I{oly Fathor,

On Sunday, Jan. 25, the Holy Father
admitted tn rudience Brother Joseph,
Superior of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools, with twenty-five of his confreres.
His Holiness received the Brothers in
his private stndy and after Brother
Jugeph had made an appropriate address
in the name of the Brothers, His Holi-
ness in a conversational tone, that was
at that same time dignitied, amiable
and graceful, spoke in substance as tol-
I :

“\We preatly apprecinte the atfection-

ate sentiments that you have expressed. |

Yesterdiy, when going to pray before
the relics of the newly beatilied Bianchi,
we passed in review all the Blessed whom
we had rajsed upon the altar during our
recent Jubilee festivals, But amoong
them all, the one that was uppermost i
our mind, was your illustrious Founder,
who was s0 zealous for the Christian edu-
cation of youth, at first in France, and
latter an, throngh Fiance in other lands.

Bothi Jean Baptiste de la Salle and Vin-

cent de Paul, during the two Inst centn-
ries, created works that were truly re-
generalors of society. And as regards
your founder, we entertain the hope
of being able to canonize him.
Yes we ourselves desire to be
the one who shall inseribe his name
upon the album of the saiuts.  You tell
us that you consider vourselves as
among the-least of religionme natitutes.
We, on the contrary, consider you ax
great, for in dedieating yourselves to the
educttion of vouth, you raize yourselves
up to the rank of valiant eaptuinsin the
militin of the Church, [n the nast, the
Sovereign Pontifls have alwavs shown
by precious favars the esteem with which
they honored your Congregation.  Be
pleaged to know that enr hieart feels to-
war! vou the siame sentiments,

“you said, amd richtlv said, that an
open warfare s wned  against the
Chorelr and the eood works of the
Chureh., and if ~he bhas had always to
tight, never did s mny enemies scem
to conspire against her in &0 many ways,
as ab the present day. No one, more
than the Pope, is indaily warlure with
the powerful cnemies. Bat it is as trae
to-day as it has been dnring the past
eighteen centuries, that the Chuareh
the Papacy have nothing to feur, for the
gates of hell shall never prevail. To the
very fuet of this warfare s there an ad-
ditional motive for the religiousto be
more valiant, and possess  victue that s
mare heroic. Youneed the spivit of vour
Blessed Fonnder in thexe (roublesome
times. God was plessed to bestow apon
John Baptist de Ia Salle, for the wants of
his day and generation, a powerful virtue
that reacted victoriously apon yonth ;o it
is through the same virtne apd the same
spirit of your Blessed Fonnder, that yon
also enn secaniplish the holy work that
hus beeit contided to you.  We reeently
said to the Superior of & religons order
that certain fervent religians are ohodi-
ent to a holy Juspiztien, in offericg
themselves ag vietims for the  wants ot
Holy Church.

“You tell me that vour Institute nnm-
hers nearly 18000 Brothers and @ives »
Christian edaeation to over S90000 pa s,
Our Lond has bidden Httle obiudren 1o
come unto Him, for being innocont thar
prayers are weleome at Guod's throne,
Be yonrs also the task of Ietting fittle
children come unto you, aml of striving
to plant Christian  Doctrine in their
hearts, Inspire them especially with o
tender devation to the Blossed Viegin
teach them to allow thems=elves to he
led, ag by the hand, by this gond nither,
until the arrive safe and sound at the
threshold of eternity.

S Y our order, as weil fa our sepnimirtes,
has had to deplore the painiul separation
of religions, who were oblized Lo it
their community and its safe-gnands N
the bartacks and its perils. Oh! muike
known to them that we bless them snd
that we shall uneeasingly besedch Godtn
suetain them. We hless aleo with our
whole heart all the Brothers of the
Christian  Sehoois, the benefactors of
vour establishments, who support Chiis-
tisn  edncation by their  influence
and generosity, and all the youny
men of your associations, £0 numerous
and sn prospernus.  But our heart would
extend this  Apostolical  Benedictnon
s beyond yonr congregation and the thou-
sanids thatit instruets,  We wonld have
it shared by every nation in which vour
zeal is excreised esneciully by Franeo,
that land of generosity nnd devotodness,
which gave birth to your founder and
your congregation,

“You are pleased to come to ns with

presents like the Mapi  of  old,
Providerce has permitted that since
the spoliation  «f  the  domaing

that had been jusily given to the Ruman
Pontifls for the liberty and dignity
of their oflice, loving sons have come to
the aid of their oppressed Father, And
in conseguence he Pope has never, dur-
ing twenty two yows, been under the
necessity of extending a hand to lis
spoliators.  May your gencrosity be
blessed and rewarded s hundrediold.”
The discoutse being ended the Sovereign
Pontiff admitted each Broth r to specinl
audience, sddressing him some words of
comfort, and with puternnl goodness
granting him all the spiritusl lavors
asked.—Fram the Univers, Paris,
——r e A = e — e

A Chance Vissed.—-She: It's no uee
Mr. De Tone: in my present stale o
mind, I would not sccept the best man
living, e very conily: No, [ sec vou
won't; but, al any rate, von will have
the satisfaction ot knowing that he has
i offered himself—TDick-Me-Up.




