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DISHOP CLEARY,

At a Great. Mass Meeting in
Kingston City,

e

MAKES A PATRIOTIC AND ELOQUENT
PLEA FOR HOME RULE.

——

An sccount has already appeared in these
columna of the proceedings of the enthusiastic
meeting held in Kingaton last week to advance
tbe cause of Home Rule for Ireland and the
Trish Parliamentary Fund. The gatheripg,
previded over by Hon. Dr, Sullivan, was a
prilliant success, and reflected honor on the
pallant Irishmen of the Limestone city. We
regret that our limited space will not allow us
to give a full report of the proceedings, which
covered 12 or 14 columns of our esteemed
contemporary, the Canadian Freeman. We
have, however, much pleasure in giving to
the public the following eloquent effort by
Hiz Lordship Biehop Cleary, who moved the
resolutions pledging support to Ireland in her
struggle for Home Rule,

HIS LORSSHIP'S GREAT SPEECH.

The Bishop, on rising to speak, waa greeted
with loud applanse. As an Irishmau by
blood and birth, as « citizen of this Dominion
by adoption, ad & loyal subject of Her Mout
Gracious Majesty the Queen of Great Britain
sud Irelaud, he propesed the resolution
which had been just read for the acceptance
ef this most respectable assembly. It had
been affirmed already in all its substantial
parts by the Parliament of Canads with sig-
pificant uravimity and solemnity of circum-
stance in sipht of the civilized world. It
ssserted Ireland’s right to Home Rule, and
declared that the concession of this right by
Eogland would redound to the advantage of
Ireland, of Cubada and of the Empire.
(Cheera.) Wijthout committing himeelf to

the stereotyped phraseology of the
day, which affirms in unqgualified lorm
the inheremt right of every country
to make its own laws, he laid

down the fundamental truth, applicable alike
1o all countries and pooples, whether they be
independent aud dominant or annexed and
gubject, that all Iaws, even though they be
enacted in a foreign court and proclaimed un-
der seal and sunction of o toreign sovereign,
should be formulated upon the lines of the
people’s wants ; their whole purpose should
be the internal peace snd external security of
the people, paternal guidauce and encoursge
ment of individual energy for the develop-
ment of national resources, and a stendy
pursuit of the nation’s legitimate aspirations
{or intellectual, industrial, ancial aud political
sdvancement. (Applavse.} Whence it follows,
asan immediate corollary, that law, which
onstitutes the organizm of society, should
be framed wunder direction of tike deli-
berate counse! of fit and proper persons,
recognized by the people as  their
wiseest and best onod practically experi-
enced representatives for the exposition of
their needs and grievances in the legisla-
tive chamber of the Sovereign., - This applies
equally to Greek and BarDarian, Jew and
Christian, Eopglishman and Irishman, to
Cuser's subjecta in the city of the Crosars, and
to Civsar's subjeots in distant lands enchained
tohis throne by links of ateol. (applause.)
He laid down this other fundamental truth,
that the Sovereign, whother domestic or for-
¢ign, is bound 2y the ordinance of the Supreme
Raler of Kings and peoples to keep in view
the good of the peoploe, na tle sole end of all
legislation, in 80 much that, should thia end
be clearly disregarded, the Royal enactments
are pull sud void, and cannot possess the
force of law to bind the human conscience.
The Bishop challenged nll the enemies of
Irelend, and all the anti-Irish professors
of jurisprudencs in Eogland or eleo-
where, to contravene these principles. In
fut they nare the forcground of DBritish
liberty, set forth in the great Charter, which
denies to the Soversign the right to enact
lawg for the realm, except by and with the
tivice of the Houses of Parl ument. (Cheers),
Now, =hsll any man, who is not a fit subject
for the asylum or penitentiary, undertoke to
ny that the bills koiasterously and factiously
dragged through the arena of party conflicts
In Westminster, and finally sent up to the
Throne by & majority of English, Scotch and
Welsh members, most of whom never saw
Ircland and have no concern for her interests,
€xcept so far as it aflects their politicsl party,
are based upon the honest and intelligent
Consideration of her wants and the
remedies moat auited to her actnal condi-
Yion and resources 7 (Loud cheers), In view
of the disnstrons results of London legis-
ation upon thefagricnltural, industrial, com-
mercial, educational, social, and political
iHtatus of Ireland since the perfidious Aot of
Union, especially if these be compared with
¢ amazing improvements effcoted in every
Qepartment of Irieh public life during the pre-
Yious e¢ighteen yenra under direotion of her
’Il)“l’fﬂ Parlinment, althongh it was then the
arlismentof only aneighth of thepopulation,
shall it bo alleged that Ireland is unreason-
"lo in her demond for the revival of her
Ustive Parliament with o fair representation
o her people? (Cheere), The whole sub-
stance of her claim is to be allowed to do
“thomP in 1reland what she has an indefea.
Uble right to have dome for her either in
} Sstminister or in Collego Green, and which
Rhty-five years’ experience hus = proved

“stminster to be incapuble of doing, namely,

wely domestic afairs, as distinguished from
perinl matters, thro’. an Irish Parliament,
:“ll ed alope to give such advice intelli-
u“:‘ly and usefully, and in a manner con-
olve o Her Majesty’s; credit and Ireland’s

Ve s

0 give Her Majestyadvice regarding Ireland’s.

*ft, beonute they alome have practical

acqualntance with the condition of the
country, upd the relations ot class with clase,
and are chosen by the community at large,
and inveated with the prestige of public con-
fidence, ns fit expositora of the evils to be
remedied and the remedies to be applied.
{(Great cheering.) Thia is what ia termed
Home Rule. It ia what Canada happily en-
Joys for her own benefit and the peace of the
Empire. (Cheers.) Is there disloyalty in
asking the British Parliament to concede it
to Ireland ? Ged forbid that they shouvld
seek to eacroach by the amallest tittle upon
the rights ‘of Her Majesty. or anywise de-
tract rrom her vuthority, her royal style and
diguity and prerogative. (Applause.) They
ask only to be allowed to speak to their Queen
throuyh their chosen spokesmen in reference
to their domestic wants, and ask Her Majosty
to sanction the legislative remediea they ahail
recommend to ber. (Cheera.) It is asimple
case of restitution. ‘The Bishopdid not think
it necessary to point out fo this intelligent
wudience the whole series of nefarious
proceedinga whereby Lord Castlereagh, with
dagger in one hand and gold in the other,
induced a small majority of the Irish mem-
bers to commit national suicide by accepting
the Act of Union. The Union was & legal
mackery, entitled of itself to no respect from
[rishinen and utteriy incapable of extinguish-
ing the Charter of the Irish Yarliament.
{Loud chooring.) The law of justice that lies
ugaiaat the robber towards the robbed is, that
he give back to the honest man his cwn.
(Applause). His Lordship snid that Captain
Gaskin {who sat before kim) would agree that
Catholic clergy apoke the truth, were pever
afraid to spesx the trutb, never, through fear
or fuvor, betrayed the truth, and once they
spoke the truth, never took it buck. Bug,
even though Castlereagh were a saint envolled
among the canonized, (Luughter) the system
enucted by the Union is a travesty on the re-
presentative form of government guaranteed
by the British Constitution; it is a btind
drawn between the Queea and her faithful
Irish subjects, to prevent He: Majesty from
constitutionally ascertaining the true condition
of the country and the .ncvhous of equitable
Jegislation. Of the 652 members of Parlia-
ment in Westminater 105 ore nominally from
Ireland, that ia, about one-aixth of the assem.
bly. Uractically, however, the Irish people
have only 46 repreeentatives, or thereabouts,
the majority of the seats nominally as:izned
to Ireland being filed by her biterest eme-
ties, the representatives of the Englitk gar~
rison in Ireland, the men of blood and spolia-
tion and penal laws and traditional hatred of
the Irish racc. The resnlt has beer invuria-
bly brought about by the gerrymandering of

the constituencies, much more by the artfully
arranged property qualification which has
hitherto excluded three-fourths of the Catho-
lic people from the right of suffrage ; und
finally by the power of eviction and confisca-
tion equivalent to the power of life and death
vested by law in the landlords, and employed
by thein as a weapon of st potent intimi-
dation, to ceerce the farmers into vating for
the lundlords’ nominees in opposition to their
conscience and the interest of their class,
Even the ballot, recently introduced, is nou
suflicient protection ayainst this terrorisin.
What could 46 Irish membera effect in o
Houso where they ure only one to thirteen,
and where un alien assembly could always
find pretext for aati-leish legislation in the
cordial eoncurrence of the Garrison Party,
who pretended to speals also in the name

of Ireland? Poor Ireland was ever
made to appear as o house divided
against  itself. No conejderation wae

shown to her representatives, except when
the balance of parties rendered their votes
casually important and worth heing purchased
by some little attention to their demands,
This is not government on the representative
principle ; it is not constitutionnl govern.
ment, (Cheers.) By the new distributiou of
seats and the enlargement of the franchise, it
is true that Ireland is likely to weaken the
Garrigon Puerty and eend eighty or more gen-
nine representativesto Westminster. But atill
Ireland ghall remain without an effective
voice in the formation of her laws, unless she
succeeda in wresting Home Rule from a reluc-
tant foreign legistatare. Promises shall be
made to her, and some small measurs of re-
drese of grievances may possibly be grauted
to hor, from time to time, according to the
exigencics of Whigs or Tories. But it never
shall be anything like full redress; it never
shail bo other than occasional relief, fractional
and tantalizing, The sum of her evila shall
remain without remedy ; the legitimateaspira-
tions of her ancient and honored race shall be
thwarted as heretofore; her vital interests,
educational and industrisl, agricuitural and
commercial, social and political, shall be un-
represented in the laws that shall be framed
for her governmeat in a foreign copital. And
how could it be otherwise? Analyse the
Housge of Commons in Westminster, and say,
conld the 550 English, Scoteh and Welshmen,
who compose it, be expected to take a lively
concern in the affairs of Ireland ? It has been
said that the sons of Erin have as nyuch repre-
sentation, and as much chance of fair play, as
Scotland or Wales. Butitisnotsa. Scotland
had unity with England ; she entered the al-
liance of her own free will, and had ever since
been favored snd petted snd pampered somo-
times after a fashion directly injurious to
Ireland, YVales was too stupid to offer re-
gistance (laughter). Irnland refused to enter
the alliance, She held by her own nationality,
and shall never yield her right to be & distinct
nation, living by her own lifs, (Great cheers).
Holding up his hand and looking upwards,
the Bishop said thot, with the blessing of God
Almighty, Ireland would never have a nation
al unity with Eogland or sny other nation.
{Loud applause,) The foundations of the
earth shall give way, the sun ahall lose its
light, and the moon shall be turned into
blood ; but Ircland shall never renounce her
nationhood-—one blood, one race, one religion,
one history of joys and sorrows and noblest
sacrifices, of literary glory followed by politi-
cal darkness, one everlastingly (cheering).
They would nover be separated, never idonti.
fied with any other mation. ¢ Wae are one
nation,” he exclaimed, ‘‘and can be nothing
elge,” The audience cheered vociferously.

.The speaker, in emphatic tones, pointed out the

chasm between Ireland and Englapd bgcauae

. to love each other.

of antagonism of race, antagonirm of religion
and antagonism of interests, The Sovereigh
shall, he hoped and prayed, be ever the Sov-
ereigu ot both peoples ; but with cqual fervor
did he hopo and prav that, with unity of
Empire and unity of Throne there shall ever
ca-exiat the two peoples, two kingdows, two
Parliaments, Great Britsin one, and Ireland
the other, bouad together into Imperial
Uity by the golden link of the Crown and
a common Imperial Legislature, with full
freedom for ench to pursue its own destiny
in coneord with the other. (Gresl
applauge.} The untagonism of England to
the Irish race ia too definite und too persistent
in its bitternees to ndmit of any hope af their
ever becoming u national or political uuit.
They must agree to live as distinct nations,
ench living in accordance with its own ideas,
by its own political organism, under the bonds
ot Imperial unity, represented by the Flag of
the Empire. Throughout 400 years Kngland
waged A war of cootinuous invasion upon
Ireland; then for 200 years, the con.
quest being completed, she wapged a
wur of extermination upon her victim,
the most cruel and barbarous recorded in the
annals of the world; and throughout this
nineteenth century, although she hassheathed
the sword and scught to mitigate many of the
atrocities of ber penal laws, she hae held Ire-
land in bondage still, writhiog and groaning
under the tyranny of the Uraconian code of
lapd laws, fiscol laws, political and educational
dieabilities and forced impoverishment, the
unrepealed residue of the wicked past; and
she will neither remedy these monstrous evila
in Westminster nor permit Ircland to convoke
her own Purliament for the purpose of reme-
dia! legislation, The chausm is made wider
and deeper by the antsgonmism of relicion.
Eogland’s most bitter hatred of the faith of
St. Patrick’s sonas is not only writtea io blood
vpon ber statute-book, hut nmay be seen by
friend and foe, throughout the length aud
breadth of the Holy lale, in the dismantled
cathedrals and abbeye, the sanctuaries at
lesrning and picty which constituted the
former glory of the Irish race, the centres of
European civilization, which even in their
rained condition to-day procleim from tower
and transept arch and tracericd window the
richness of piety and art that distinguished
the Irizh Church in the Middle ages. Yct not
in parchments and ruined walls is the record
of England’s dire persccution of Irelund’s
faith inost vividly and enduringly preserved.
It is in the hearts and memories of the people.
Every city and town and hamlet, every knoll
and ‘dell in the four provinces retaina tho
tradition of alturs deeecrated, of sacrilegions
profapnations of things moest holy, of the
murders and the brutul antrages perpetrated
in the name of Kaplish civilization upon Ire

land’s priests and other huly ones of her chit-

dren.  You cannot ohliterate such traditivas
as theso from s nation’s memory.  Fhey ehall
continue to be tremsmitted from sire to sou,
and shall perpetuate the chasm bagween natjon
and nation, between tha cenyaeror wnd the
conquered, the oppressor and tha oppressed,
the family who drew hlood nnd the fawmity
whose blood has bzern drawp. (Cheering.)
No, it never caa Po thut Irefand should merge
her national life in that of England wad furin
with her n political unit, (Loud epplause.) If
this hay beeu heretofore the epirit of Euglish
bigotry agaiust the ancicnt faith of Ireland,
and if this spirit still prevails to the extent of
not allowing even one Eogliah Catholic mem
her to be elccted to Parlinment to sit among
the 550 English, Scotch and Welsh reprosen-
tatives and epeak an occasional word in
behulf of his two million co.religionists, how

could ITreland expect the voice of her
forty or fifty members to receive conside-
rate hearing, cespceinlly in regard of eduza-
tional aud other (uesiions intimately con-
nected with religion? It is plainly impossible
for political or natioual unity to exist betwecn
two peoples divided by such terrible memories
of wrong, and such opposite ideas of religion
and right. They could never agreo as to
whaut constitutes the public good, which is the
groundwork of legislation. Here, indeel, in
Cunada, the sons of England and Irelund can
shake hands with one und snother, forgetting
the past in the pregress and prosperity of this
beautiful land of their common adopticn.
{Suiting the action to the word, the Bishop,
amid tremendous applause, cuiled up Captain
Gaskin and shook bim by the hand.) Here
men have not spilled one another’s bLlood for
the ascendency of race or religion, nor have
they confiscated the property of any nation-
ality, This is o free land, where men are free
(Cheers,) After paying
a high tribute to English statesmen in pen-
eral, na men of high houor and truth and
patriotism, tho Bishop praised Mr, Gladatone
for his possession of these qualities in an emi

nent degree combined with iutellectual bright.-
ness unsurpassed by any other man on the
earth ; and he said thet AMr, Gladstone and
geveral high English statesmen would like to
efface the memories of all pnat injustice and
by actas of reparation to [reland bridge over
the gulf that lies botween the two nations.
This is his aum ; and for this be works as {far
as he can induce his party to follow him,
But, said the Bishop, althcugh he may succeed
to some degree in hushing up the antagonirm
of rnce and_religion, there is a third antngo-
pism which he cannot supprees; it is ever
living and active, it belongs to che future as to
the past; it is the antsgonism of intevests.
England is o nation of shopkeepers; trade

and morkets ore her primary object in her

denlings with other countries. All else is
pothing in comparison with these. She hos
heretofore deliberately and by express legis-
Istion annihilated Irish manufactures, lest
Ireland’s goods should get a preference in
foreipn markets or compote successfully with
her's at home, Is it to De supposed.that
an agtembly consisting chiefly of sons
and Dbrothers of English shopkezpers
shall show the unexampled magoani-
mity of submitting to the demand of
o handful of Irish membere for the re-estab-
lishment of those Irish industries on a footing
of perfect equality with their own, or on the
principle of ‘protection for a period sufficient
to enable them to develop into equal power
of production and equal facilities of profitable
gale? The epeaker next referred to the
iniguitons land-Iaws made for Lreland by the

British Perliament, and sald that notwith-

atanding the amendments made in them by
Mr. Gladstone, they are still so unjust and
oppressive that no people on earth would bear
with them, except the Irisk. Landlords even
to-day posaess the power to evict the honest
and industrions farmers from their holdinge
if they fail to pay an imporsible reut, and
this cruel proceeding goes on every whek in
the year. Let the land produce a good or a
bad crop, the landlord ineists on getting an
enormous rent, guch as, even when the gea-
sons are most favorable aud crops are abyn-
dant, lcaves the farmer without sufficient to
feed and clothe himself and his family with
decency. Farmers who hold uhder leases
made when pricesof agricultural produce w cre
&t the highest, are held bouund ta these leases
at this very day when American and Austra.
lian competition have brought down the
prices to half and, in regard of some products,
to a third of what they were valued a few
years ago, And if the poor farmer be not
able 1o meet thet unressonable demand, the
landlord caste him out of house and home
and turns him adnft upon the world, The
Bishop touched upon the Educational Liws
eaacted by England againet Ireland, and the
pitent wrong that is dome to Irish youth
intellectually snd morally by excludiog them
from participation in the endowments be
queathed by tbeir Catholic forefathers for
their benefit. He dwelt upon the shameful
unfairness of the conditions of University
education a8 regulated by the law enacted
only four or five years ago. Thus the antugon-
ism of interests, more enduring than those of
race or religion, must render it always impos-
sible for the two pations to constitute one
politica! unit organized by the laws framed
by their representatives at Westminster
It Home Rule he naot given tuo Irelund for the
management of her own internal allairs, it is
folly to talk to her of representative govern.
ment, of respect for London-made law, of the
buriul of ancient animosities and the future
amity of the nationa. One nation they nuver
can be. Q(one Parlisment cun nuver represent
the rights of both.  Qae code of agricultural,
commercial and industrial laws ecannot bo the
expression of justiceto both. Let each nation
address the Severeign through its own Par-
liament and obtain the Royal sanction of its
proper domestic regulatione, und then, lut
nat otherwise, ahall there be un end of the
700 yeara' war between England and Ireland.
(Great applause.) The Bishop in conclusion
desirod to say one word shout the shibbolcth
of Imperinl disintegration. He asked why
shonld lreland’s coutrol of her own domestis
wilaira  invulve  disintegration of the
Empire, wherens the same concession
mude to Canada and Australin, so far from
disintegraving. had  confessedly asided in

 congolidating the Impire? If Home Rule

did pot weaken the bonda of 1mperial unity
in the semntest purts of the body politic,
why sheuld it affect organic Aissolutim in
close proximity to the seat of life? If the
colonies that could not be veached by mititary
or naval forees, withont delay of wecks wnd
months, in the cvent of rebellivus disturbancee,
may be safely entrusted with Home Llule,
why thould there be speeial dread of Ireland,
whose garrisons stiadl te wmanned by it
ik troups and whore coast iy alniest with.
in gun-shot of the Koglish ursenals?  The
Bishop suid he never had henrd auy gentie.
man  of intelligence wnd recognised trath
fulpess assert that Heme Rule for Ireland
meaut sepration. e did pot mind what
newapepers aml the lower clees of palitical
sgitautors say upon the subject,  They but
vcho the interested clamors of s party and
prepagate & seuscless ery, But Mr.Gladstone,
Lord Salisbury and the great statesmen of
England would not utter such u fulselood,
Heo told an amusing story illustrative of the
readiness of politiciana to abaadon this ey of
disintegration when it becomes their interest
to do so, und, in proof of the disbelief in tho
theory of disintegration on the part of Eaglish
stateemen, he called attection to the answer
given by Mr. Gladstone and his Cabinet to the
Costigan Reaolutions in April, 1882, Nothing
was more atrictly lagical than the aeries of
reasons set forth in thesc resolutions for Cana.
du’s appeal on behalf of Home Rule for Ire.
land—that the Irish race are a large element
of the Canadisn people ; that they number
many millions in the neighboring Republic,
where feeling is iutensely agitated by the
complaints of the Irish in Ireland; that
Canada is gravely concerned for the muain-
tenance of peaceful relations with the Repub-
licand its lrish population, and is disturbed
by their disturbance; that Caneda is o
membor of the Britieh Emnpire, and carnestly
desires to eseo pence established between all
its provinces and races; that Canada ex-
periences great beuefit from the enjoyment
of Home Rule, and would be giad to
gee lreland parbicipate in its advantages,
if England could see its way to conced-
ing it. Nevor was & State paper more logi-
cally and forcibly, yet reapectfully preparca.
Nevertheless, Mr, Gladstone's Cabinet, feel-
ing all its force of argument, and having
no solid ground on which to rest its

rajection, thought fit to send  Sack
the message, unworthy of Her Ma-
jesty's responsible Ministers, that they

‘¢ did not want Canada's advice ;" as though,
forscoth, the Canadian Parliament had no
right to address the Crown or the Legislaturo
of England on such topics, What the Bichop
wished to emphasize was simply this : Never
would Mr. Qladstone und his Cabinet have
taken refuge in this paltry pretence hefore
the civilized world, if they thought they could
with truth have sent back to Canada thiz ef
feotive reply: ¢ Gentlemen of the House of
¢ Commons in Canada, your sppeal for Home
¢ Rule in Ircland is a plea for disintegration
't of the British Empire and Her Majesty's
“ Government cannot listen to it,”

The Bisbop retired amidst cheers and ap.
plouse again and again repeated.

UPON PROTEC-

FISHERMEN INSISL
TION

Pontraxn, Me., Dee, 1.—A meeting of fish-
ing men waa held here yesterday to consider the
matter of tho protection of fishing interests, A
memorial to Cougress wne drawn up protésting
against- any treaty arrangements or legislation
which would admit Canadian fieh into Ameri.
can markets free of duty, SN

History’s Warnings
THE FRENCH AND TRISH.

Father Dowd and the Riel
Excitement, :

( From the Quehec Daily Teleyraph. )

SiR,—I mever question the perfect hongaty
of the motives of my priests in any matter,
but 1 caunot view without extreme pain and
aclicitude the extraordinary attitnde which
Father Dowd, of St. Patrick's, Montreal, haa
judged proper to assume on the Riel matter.
Apart from the sharp contrast, which it offers
to the feelinge aod cond et of his immediate
epiecopal superiors nnd the vast majority
of his brether ciergy in Lower Cuanada, it
is predicated on such an evident misconstruc-
tion of the facta in tha North-West and such
n atrange misconception of the duties of
citizenship that I sincerely hope, with all due
respect for his priestly character, that none
of his and my fellow-countrymen will allow
their natural sympathies to be warped for
one minute either by it or by the
ntterances which proclaimed it on Suuday
lapt, When 1 recsll the events which
preceded ond followed the troublous
times of 1837 nnd the detrimentsl effuct they
have had ever since upon the fortunes wnd
influence of Irish Catholics in thia Provinco
and indirectly thronghout the Dowinian, I
fenl that Father Dowd, of Montzeal, is making
precisely the same terrible wmistake that the
Inte lammented Father McMahan, of Quebee,
made on that oucasion and that history
will repeat iteelf in the same disastrone con-
sequences for my countrymen in Lower
Cuuadn unless they take counsel of their
natural sympathies at this junctuie amd
join heart and hand with their [Fresch
Canadiun follow citizens, to whom they are
Lound by so nnoy ties of religion, kindred
and inlerest, ip resisting the overshadowing
and dangerous jinfluence of the doteated
Ocange seet, who have Leen our nationn! curse
at home and abroad, ¥ar be it trom me to
say aoything to  detract in  the re-
motest degree from the cherished mem-
ory of Father McMnhon or to wish to re-
vive too keenly wsny of the painful reminis.
cences of hig time. The Irish Catholics of
Quebec and, indeed, of North America ntlarze
owe him too much to listen to nnything in
his disparagement. Dot time hws proved
that, in his all-absorhiog love for his country-
men, he committed a grievous blunder for
their future good. He meant well, bat he
crented a breach between them and the
French Cunadinns of which, after the lapse
of nearly (ifty yeurs, they still feel the fufuri-
ous effacts in &1l walks of life, and to heal
which there never was o aore propitinug np-
portunity thun the prevent. He thonght he
was warldly wise, but he proved eminentiy
shorteighted.  For a temporary good, he,
without knowing b, saerificed the wholo
futnre comfort and prospects of his people
and turned to pall wpd hittersess the love
that had existed from time inuremorial be-
tween two races with w comiuon aucestry, a
common roligion und wlmost » common higtars
—hetween the deseendnuts of two uations
who had been more than friendy, who had
been brothers, in prosperity amd adversity,
anl  whose sons liad shed their bload
freely either side by side or for euch
other's canse, on Fontenoy, at Castlebar,
and many snother sanguinary battle-field
against tha common enemy. He did, in
fuct, whet Futher Dowd has been now doing.
He preached that his people had no iaterest
in the movement of 1837 and should show no
sympathy with it, juet as if pothing which
concerned the good gavernment of the
country they had made their hume should be
of interest to themn or comnand their sym.
pathy as iotelligent wod  liberby-loving
citizens ; nnd his people, or rather the
majority of them, unfortunately listemed to
him, with the results we all sincoe know and
deplore, He unconscivuely made himeelf the
advocate of British nscendancy and indirectly
ot Orangeism. In ponint of fact, he unwit-
tingly pleadcd the case of the villainous
Family Compoct, whose tyrasnous conduct
and oflensive ostracism of the native inhabi-
tauts provoked the rising of that day, which
wns afterwarda crushed liko that of tho half
breeds in our own time, but nevertheless
forced the very reforms that all constitutional

means had previonsly failed to secure. He
trembled ot the prospective loss, but
he mnever caleulated the gain, As already

said, in his all-absorbing love for his
follow-countrymen, he feared that they
wauld be erushed, that they would be
made the victims of their chivalry, of the
national bent of their sympathies, He fore-
saw this resnlt, and he devoted his wondrous
porsussive powers and enerpy to its preven-
tion, but he dipped into the tutureno further.
Like many anotber brilliant but hopcless
Irishman of his duy,who knew how mercilessly
Kogland had been in the habit of crushing
out Irish revolts, or who had telt her power,
he fancied that there was no limit to that
power, and that it waz tho very
height of suicidal madness to oppoese or
aven dream of opposing it. How gravely
he misjudged the situation iz now a matter of
history. He himaelf lived to seo n completely
new order of thinga established, to see the
very robels of 1837 elevated to the highest
digpities in the Jand, and to see themn lording
it over the men who had previously been their
torants and oppregsoras. He lived long enough,
too, to witness the ripening of some of the

.| baneful fruits for bhis countirymen of the

policy of antagonism to the Frenoh-
Canadians of which, without knowing
it, ho had  helped to lay the

foundations in ths times of 1837, He wes
spared, however, by the merciful hand of
death, the pain of witnessing the results of
that antagonism carried, as they'since have
been, to- their logical issue. But if he mie-

judged tho situution, it iz not for anyoue. be-

. . longing to the people he loved so well to misj

judge him, Looking at the circumstances ¢
bis time, remembering tha fact that the Irish
were then, 80 to say, strangers in the country
and only a mere handful in point of numbers,
and that the French Uanadians were not in a
condition to maintain a successful struggle
against the power of England, which was
then supreme, it must be granted that ninety
men out of every hundred in the same
position would have probably taken the
same politic view of the situation, apart
altogether from his sacred offian to preach
peace and anbmission to the powers thab
be. However, whatever juastificadion or
color of justification there may have been for
the attitude of the Irish Catholic people in
Father MeMahon’s day, there is not even
the shadow of justification ar even of policy
for the indifferent or antagonistic attitude
which they ure now nsked to take on this
Riel quertion at Montresl or in anv other
part  of the DProvince of Quebec,
The sitoation has  altogbor changed.
The French Canadisns are no longer its
slaves, but its masters. Their numbers
and influence in the Province and the Do-
minion make them a power to be propitiated,
not antagonized. If no other considerations
dictuted » upien with them as our natural
allies, the selfish one of policy should do so,
and never 3 better opportunity offered to
cenient again an ullinuce, which shonld never
been broken and npever would have been
but for the infernal machinations of the
common enemy of bath races which bhas al-
ways acted on the principlo of dividing to
govern. But there are other and much
weightier and more ennobling, an well as
more urgent considerations why, forgetting
the ailly and suicidal fends of the past,
Irishmen should heartily joio their French
Cunadinu  fellow-conntrymen and orally
atrengthen their hands in  the present
instance. Without the remotest idea of an
appeal to nrms, but only by constitutional
weapons, there is fivatly » common enemy to
Le fought, the doubly dangeroua and deceit—
ful enemy of Orangeiem, whiclt should have
no place or hnd ro cacouragement on
Canadisn soil. Therc is not the slight-
est fear, I um convineed, that the
V'rotestant population of the Dominion—
iy wham [ mean tho orderly and law-abiding
Urntestants, KEnglish, Scoteh, and Irish, who
do not believe in the necessity of maintaining
Church and State by the ossistance of o
blondthirsty secret society in s peacefal
land and with whom the French Canadians
snd Irislh Catholice have hitherto lived
in sympathy and harmony--will take offence

at apy such unmion, are partieunlerly
when they kunow that there is uat the
remotest intention of divescinr H ageinet

them any more than th epower of the msjor-
ity in this Provinee hny been u-od to the de-
trimeut of the Proteetant minority, and that
its oliject is not aggression but seli defonce
und the enjoyment of equal righta by oll ele-
ments,  Second’y the Irish Catholics are no
longer u mere handful of forlorn strangers, but
a numerouy, iptluentinl anid integral portion of
the community, with a very dircet interest in
all that affects its wellare and concerns its
good government, divectly or iadirectly,
whether the guestion moro immedialely atb
issuze affects themselvez or othuers, when it
aflects the whole hody politic an tho question
of the government of the North-West, Riel's
rebellion and his exceution hss undonbtedly
uilfected it.  And, thirdly, tho Irish Catholica
—and they are not an usgrateful race —owe
n specinl debt of gratitudo te tho French-
Canadinn clergy and people for the heroie
sacrifices they cheeifully made for their
reliet during the trying fever times of 1847
and for the generous manner in which they
charged themselves with the support and
cdueatien of many n poor Irish orphan, who
would otherwize buve beon left to drift with
the winds and waves of a cold, callons world
to bripg up iu n premature grave or to he
reared u8 upcouseious traitors ¢o the honored
fuith of their forefathers,

OF Fuather Dowd’s tirada aganst Hiel as
twice a rebel und o dangerons relizious dis-
turber nnd pervert, 1 think, in charity, the
Jess said the better. ‘The bitteress Orange
foe that Riel ever huad cuubl uno® tmve de-
nounced him with more ficreeness, with
less regard, I am sorry to say, for the
truth or with less humane consideration
for the poor man’s recognized insanity,
while it will be noticed the reverend
gentleman had not one word to say against
the equally acknowledged misgovernment
which drove the half-breeds to rebellion and
rendered Ricl’s rolc uot only possible, but, in
thousands o} opinious, perfectly justitiable or
sgainst the brutal excesses of the troops who
atripped the poor half-breeds of all they had
in the world. A tew warda more and I have
done. Father Dowd is reported to huve
paid that Riel had a fair trial and that
its justice wos confirmed by the highest
court in the Empire. If hie eaid this he
only showed how little ho knew or khnowsa
about the whole affair. The trisl wus not
fair, and I have no hesitation in saving so. It
may have been strictly legal ; I will not con-
tradict that. But there is ofton & very broad
dividing line between law and justice, aud i
this ingtance there was most asauredly one,

( Continued on Eighth Fane )

THE IRISH NATIONAL LEAGUE,

A general meeting of the Montreal branch
of the Irish National Leaguo was held on
Sunday afterncon in St, Patrick’s Hall, the
presivent, Mr, H. J. Cloran, in the chaijr,
Thero was a large attendance of mambers,

to Dr. O'Rielly, of Detroit, treasurer of the

to the Irish Pariiamentary Fund. .
On the motign of Mr. M, Donovan, second-

was passed in conneotion with the death of

psid a glowing fribute to the many virtues
the decensed gentleman possessed, and- refer-
red to the faot that the Iast occesion on wh<ts
he appeared in' public he delivered s’ misi

-brilliant oration in'support of the 1rish Parlia-:

mentary fund, and declaréd that Mr. Parnell,

Jrish nation, + -
' . . 3

Irish National League, as the Grst instalment

though & Protbstsh,t;fw'ua‘-)thé M’e‘saib.h‘ of 'the

Cad oD G Y o

It wae resolved that $1,000 bo forwarded -

ed by Mr. T. Buchanan, & voto of condolence -

.the late Rev. Simon Lonergan. Mr, Donovan
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