THE BOWSERS.

~L you pass o earpenter-shap on your
way downtown " asked Mrs, Bawser the
other merning as Mr. Bowser was ready to
leave the house,

“ Why " he cantiously asked in reply.

* We ausht 1o have asereen-door to the
kitchen,  There’s where all the tlies come
in. We can use one of those doors we
browght with us, but we'll have to have a
carpenter to hang it.”

*Wewill, ch? 1 beg to differ, T don't
prropase to pay no carpenter three or four
dollars for doing what 1 can do in half an
hour. I} fix it myself.”

< But don’t you remember, N,
- don’t you remember that you ™

*That Lwhads”

*You tried to hang o screen-door last
Smnnier in Deiroit and you got so mad you
nearly tore the house down.””

chdid, ey That's o pretty yarn for
you to stand up there :uu{ spint In the
tirst place, I never tried to hang a screen
door and the insecond 1 never got mad.”

ot you--you ™ she stammered,

** Nothing of the sort ¢ I don't even re-
mentber that we bad a screen-door. I never
tried to hang one. ) never got mad. I never
even saw a fly aronnd our house in Detroit,
Change of climate seems to have had a very
queer effect on you,”

““But won't you send up « earpenter

““Not by a jugful! T shan't have any-
thing to do at the oflice this afternoon, and
if there’s a bit of tinkering avound the
house it will be fun for me.”

He returned at noon, having a heavy
parcel with him, and when Mrs. Bowser
asked about the contents he cut the string
and replied :

t“Just a few tools. C'ome handy to tink-
er with.  Ivery man ought to keep a few
tools and do his own repairing. 1 think 1
saved usat least $200 last year.”

“Well, T hope you won’t fly mad over
your work. A screen-door is n very par-
ticular thing to hang.”

“Latitis ! You've hung lots of “em, 1
presume !

I know that it takes n skillful work-
man,’

“ You'd better write a book and call it :
‘What I Know About Screen-Doors.” 1
ought to feel awful proud to think I have
such a smart wife! Run right in, now,
and begin on the first chapter of your
book !

Mr. Bowser descended to the cellar,
where he found four sereen-doors of differ-
ent sizes. He selected one he thought
would fit and carried it up. It was six
inches too high. The next was four inches
too short. The third was almost long
enouzh to make two such dooraas he want-
ed.  He had the fourth one, which wax
almost a fit, in the back yard, when Mrs,
Bowser came out Lo say:

« If you had first measured the opening
and then measured your doars, you wouldn't
have had to lug up but this one.”

“Wouldn’t 1?2 Perhaps you understand
my object in bringingup theextra ones ” Per-
haps it is the duty of a hushand to explain
every little move he makes ?”

The dovr had to be sawed off about an
inch at the top.  Mr. Bowser brought out a
couple of kitchen chairs, made a scratch on
the door with a nail, aud was about Lo use
the saw, when she asked :

““ Aren’t you goiug to strike a line across
there®”

“ For what reason t ™

“Ji you don’t you can’t saw straight.”

“Can’t 17 Terhaps 1Iam blind 7

When he finished sawing ofl the strip and
held the frame up to the opening it was
plain that he had vun his saw at an angle,

I told you so,” she quictly observed,

¢ Toldme what ! hereplied, as he turned
on her. ** Do you suppose [ don’t know what
Fmalout! Do you imagine 1 wanted a
straight top on that deor T H you know so
mueh go ahead and finish the job 1

Murs. Bowser went into the house, and Mr,
Jowser hield the frame up again to see that
e would be obliged to tack on a strip or
leave an opemng for all theflies in New
York State.  He was sawing  picee off one
of the other doors to make this strip when
Mrs. Bowser appeared and said

* You'll spoil that door, 100 Mr. Bowser.
Why don't you take a piece from this hox?
1 yon had put astraight-cdge on the other
and marked it you would have been all
vight,™

* Mrs. Bowser,” he began as he laid down
his saw, ““am ©a purblind child five or six
years old, who must be brought in when it
raing, or am I the man of the house, forty
years of age and generally supposed to bave

owser

© sense cnough not to @3 down under a pile-

driver to gat my diny = 17
¢ Bt ee’L nevar wiaky <t door fit,” $ha
Prisies.

“H O Ldon't no other man on carth need
tev 1

She went in again and he sawed offw steip
and nailed it on the other door, ‘Then he
held it up to find the frame half an inch too
long. Mrs. Bowser reappeared and was
about to say something, but he glared at
her so savagely that she went back without
a word,

** The infernaloll kitchen is either lift.
ing up ov settling down ! he growled as he
held the door up. ** I’ve gol to suw a picee
off the bottow to make o lit, and she'll
cither fit or down eomes the shanty !”

He sawed off o picce and got what he
called a i, He smiled and chuckled over
his suceess, wind had the hinges on when
Mrs. Bowser came out to ask :

“ What good is a door there if you leave
all those eracks 2~

cCracks ! Cracks! You can’t find one !

*“ Look here—and here-—and heve ' M.
Bowser, even the bumble-bees of New York
would have no treuble in flyirg in there !
And how are you putting that spring on "

Mr. Bowser laid down the hainer, the
gimlet and the serewdriver, and after wip-
ing ofl his tlushed face he stood erect and
puinted into the kivchen,  Mrs. Bowser dis.
appeared withouta word.  Then hie inspect.
ed and found cracks,

¢ Confounded old  door-way is oul of
plutib, and that's the matter t ™ he growled,
as he set to work to unhinge it.  When he
ot the door off he racked it this way and
that and tried it again.  More cracks than
Lofore.  He took it down and sprang on the
top with all his might, and this time, as he
beld it up, there was a crevice through
which a sparrow coulid have flown. He
started to lay it flat on the ground, but fell
forward, tumbled over himself and sprawl.
ed on hisback,

“AWhat's the matter 2™ asked Mrs. Bowser
from the back door.

Alr. Bowser slowlyarose, looked allaround
tor the axe, and not sceing it he jumped at
the sereen-doors and kicked with both feet
until they were reduced 1o strings and
strips. Thenhe went up to Mrs. Bowser,
panting and perspiring and pale-faced, and
hoarsely whispered :

«This is the last time—the very last!
Next time you coax me into doing any such
infernal puttering work around the house
'l go—go, never to return'!

“l‘\'hen did I coux you ?”

¢ Never you mind ! It's all right &

“But Isay”—

“«“Just—keep quict ! Lam neither blind
wor deaf. T we live tugether ten billion
years Jonger don't yon ask me toeven hore a
hole in a table-leg for a castor! This is the
limit. 1'in dangerous from this on!”
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All “in a Minute.”

Did you ever stop to think what may hap-
pen in wminute? No. Well, T will amuse
you by telling you some things that will
happen in thig space of time.

In 2 minute we shall be whirled around
on the outside of the esrth by its diurnal
molion u distance of thirteen miles. At
the same time we shall have gone along
with the carth on its grand journey around
the sun 1,080 miles. ~ Pretty qhick travel.
ling, you say. Bul, that is slow work
compared with the rate of speed of that
ray of light which just now reflected from
that mirror. A minute ago that ray was
11,160,000 miles away.

In a minute, all over the world, about
cighty new born infants have each raised o
wail of protest, as if against thrusting ex.
istence upon them ; while as many more
human beings, weary with the struggle of
life, have opened their lips to utter their
last sigh.

In a minute the lowest sound your ear
can catch has heen made by 90 vibrations,
while the highest tone reached you after
making 2,228,000 vibrations.

In a minnte an express train goes i mile,
and an onmibus thirty-two rods; the fast-
est trotting horse 148 rods, and an average
pedestrian has got over sixteen rods.

Fach minute, night and day, the tele-
phone is used 595 times, and the telegraph
136 times.  Of tobacco, 925 1b, sre raised,
and part of it has been used in making
6,673 cigars, and some more of it has gone
up in the smoke of 2,202 cigarettes.

. —— e

Chicago is promised gas at fifteen centa
per 1,000,

One single cut with the whip ot the wrong
time will not be forgotten by some horses
dnring & whole season, and may couse the
liorse to become timid and irritable—may,
in fact, ultimately ruin him, causing him to
prove unrelisble, both as regards gait and
~serything elae considered as exceptionally
valuable,
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or the pur‘puses they are intenden toserve ; and alsothat
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A 0o injurious ingredients.
Yours very truly,
STUART W. JOHNSTON,
Cheist, Cor. King & John Sta,

Ladies who desire to

REMOVE SUPERFLUOUS HAIR

without pain or discoloration send for

« « « Grecian Hair Remover . . .
1t is the only veliable preparation on the market. Guar.
anteed or money resunded,
“eauty’s I'riend.” Examine this list of
+ « « OComplexion Remedies . . .

Face Bleach Complexion Cream Face Powder
Froeckle Lotlon ComplexionS8onp Skin Tonio

Send for price list and

Is an Interesting book, treating of n)l matters pertain.

to personal beauty.

Freo this month to all callers, or sent by mail on receipt of 9 cents postage,
and Mentlon this Paper.

MRS. C. LeROY, 171 Queen St. West, TORONTO, CANADA.
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For the Home Dressmaking.

Children grow so rapidly it is seldom that
a garment can be a worn a secoud season
withoutalteration and ¢nlargement. ‘Chere
never was a betler time than the present for
remodeling these little articles as yokes and
slecves can be made of different materials,
and a plain band, or one with vandyke
points, lengthens them nicely at the bottom.

A lovely little gown, recently siownin one
of the best stores, offers suggestions for re-
making. The dress itself was medium blue
Henrictta with plain waist buttoning in the
back, but eut out V-shaped in front to show
a shirred undervest of cream surah. This
alsoformed the slecves, which had a cuff of
the wool goods. Theskirt was plainand
foll and had a four-ineh band of the silk
with one of the wool goods the same depth
below. Rows of feather-stitching in pale
yellow silk ornamented the cuffs, belt and
hottom of skirt.

The sleeves wear out and the front of the
waist soon soils, but by renovating after this
model a nice dress may be made to do duty
another season. The band in the skirt may
be of any depth to make the required
length.

Plaids both in wools and coltons are much
used for children.
should be cut bias and box-plaited all round
though a litule more fullness should be laid
in the back. Make leg o’'mutton slecves
with cuffs of velvet and full waist with
velvet jacket fronts in Zouave style.

For ginghams trim with white embroidery
or linen lace. A pretty and serviceable
snit of plain and striped gingham has a full
skirt o}) the plain goods with & deep bias
band of the strip. ~ These full skirts are
gathered only enough to set well at front
and sides, the rest of the fullaess bein
massed in the back. The full waist an
sleeves are of the plain with yoke and cuffs
of the stripe ; collar and sash of plain goods.
The crinkled seersuckers are nice for com-
mon wear, but they as well as all other
ginghams should be washed before making,
thus preventing much trouble and annoyance
later.

Thin dresses are more claborately wade,
ribbong, sashes and flounces being lavishly
used.  White lawn and mull flouncings
make up prettily with yokes, jacket-fronts
and cufls of all-over embroidery to match.
An open-work embroidery in which narrow
ribbon can be run is very dressy.

One charming little costume has a skirt of
embroidered mull flouncing, enough being
cut off the top to make the sleeves and bag-
ged waist, The waist is unique, having a
narrow, deep, roundin% yoke of tucks edged
with o graduated frill of embroidery out-
liniag it back and front and lying over on
the shoulders. The dress is completed by
o wide silk sash of any color suited to the
wearer. White is alway in good taste.
When the flouncing is edged with vandyke
points these are not cut out, hut facing put
on the under wide.

The skirta of these .

An odd little dress is of cream China silk
with Llue spots, straight from neck to hem
but plaited in back and front to within two
inches of the waist line to form a eort of
square yoke. Over this is a tiny Figaro jac-
ket of plain blue silk, reaching nearly to
the waist line in the back but rounded off
and open in front to show the tucks. Two
full rosettes of blue ribbon, with ends
reaching nearly to the bottom of the skirt,
fastened the jacket on each side, and have
a strip of ribbon between them across the
bottom of the tucks. The collar is of the
blue silk.

The full sleeves are Lke the skirt, high on
the shoulder and fitted at the wrist by a
hem through which a narrow ribbon is pas-
sed, and tied on the outside insuch a way
09 to leave a rufile falling over the hand.

Children do not understand taking
care of themselves, and schoolrooms ave
often damp and chilly while the air is warm
outside. So it is well to keep them in
woolen suits till summner is established.

H. Maria GeoRgE.

A Word to Mothers.

Good mother, maker of numerous pies,
mender of numerous hose, overseer of 2 great
province—a household —rest alittle, advises
a writer in Living Issues. Havea chair by
the stove and when you peep into the oven
sit while you look, yea, even a moment
after; you will work all the faster for the
short change of posture, While mending
have your chair in the cosiest corner, where
good light will come in, nand let the sun
strike upon you if possible, so that you may
get the strengthening, health-giving influ-
ence of it. Drop your handsoceasionally and
let them rest. Let your eye wander out
through the window glass as’ far as possible
ond rest your eyes by looking at something
interesting out of doors. Don’t rule all the
time. Drop the reins of household govern-
ment for a little while, unbend yourselfand
sit down on the rug and play with the
children, and, as it were, become againa
child. Economizeyourstrength. Sit'when
youcan. Do not hold the baby when it can
rest and grow just as well in its crib. B
resting when you can, by planning the wor?('
to be done, and by being systematic and
orderly in afl things a woman’s work at
home is more casily done.
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Savanneh claims the oldest American
theatre.

A desperate encounter with a lunatic took
place recently in a holel in Cookstown,
county Tyrone. A guest, a commercial
traveller, became suddenly mad, barricaded
himself in & bedroom, and smashed up the
furniture and threw it out of the windows,
When the police forced the door, he was
found in & nude condition, and continued
throwing broken crockery at the police unti
overpowered.



