February 28, 1894,

'THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

Y

considerations, I find that in the end, there is
nothing gained by catering to the tastes of those
who have no interest in the Church.

‘ Yours very sincerely.

Gorvespondence.

To the Editor of the CHurcii GUARDIAN:

Sir,—Let me be one of many, [ think, to of-
fer you thanks for your timely *‘liditorial
Note” on the observance of Lent. There are
those in the divers Dioceses who earnestly
strive after the blessed “ end, ' Px. 32, 1.2, for
which the Chureh authoritatively ha~ appointed
this special Season. Its Scriptural readings.
its particular servicos, its clarion tones of warn-
ing, consort ill with feasting-fostival ; and the
divers mid-Lent, and ceascless hunt afler pass-
ingr entertainment, Gay social events invado
the Searon, and the appurent ready concession
to the demands of wealth or rocual influence
places aequiescence in unwelcome contrast with
the Maeter's reply to the attractive induce-
ment, *All there things will 1 give Thee if
Thou wilt fall down und adore me,”  Many feel
the wound inflicted upon the Body of Chri-L by
this worldly conformity and marked inconsis-
tency. Thoso thoughtless or furgetful know
not what obstacles they cast over a fur-reach-
ingr rarge through the universal newspaper dis-
semination of their sectr—to the work of
brethren and fellow-sinners—proclaiming Re-
pentance and aiming to uplift the standard of
devation and holiness in u day sadly needing
Lenten Lessons, Yours,

OBSERVER,

1o the Editor of Tue Criurent GUARDIAN
Sik,—In your last iskue, under the heading

of * Fditorial Notes,” the question is asked,

* Whether any steps havo been taken to ~ocure

a general Lenten offering from the Church of

England Sunday schools in Canada for mission-
ary work ?”

[ can only reply for myxelf that in my two
parishes the Lenten Letter of the Bishops was
read to all the children of our Sunlay ~chools ;
and not only +0, but I paid for n copy of xuid
letter and & mission box, which were handed to
euch scholar, with a request that they would all
do what they could by Easter. and as an in-
ducement to their activity | offered a prize to
the boy or girl who would bring in the Lirgest
return. [ presume that the Sceretary of the
Doand I, M, Board rent copies of the Lenten
Letter w every clergyman; and it the 100,000
children of the Chureh should send only the
trifling sum of 26 cents each, that would yield
the hand~ome amount of no less than 825,000
to help on our mir:ionary operations!  Besides
that, the educating of vur cuildren to the habit
of systematic giving for Chureh objects; and
the interest they will naturaliy ke in mission-
ary etfort, iy of 1ncaleulable importanee in train-
ing up our young people to think and act for
the extension of the Church and the successful
carrying on of its work in the future. There
need be no * Jost opportunity”™ to the Ciurch in
Cuitada if clergymen are only faithitul,  They
surely ought to be leaders 0! " the Sugramental
host of God ;7 and we have an abiding confi-
dence in our members—and especiully in the
young and rising generation—it the * pastors
and teachers” will but give them the opportu-
nity. It is not yet too late, if any clorgymen
or congregations have not already taken the
initiative, 1o hinitate the sister Church in the
United States in raising 4 considerable rum
through the agency of the children ot the
Church, Yours, H. D, STEELE.

Kirkton, Ont.; Feb. 20, 1811,

To the Editor of the CuURCHE GUARDIAN:
Sir,—Twenty-five years ago wo used to hear

and read of certain exterior marks and observ-

ances that traditionally accompanied the keep-

ing of Lent. First, For example, that mar-
ringes should be susponded. The * Marriage
notice * section of our newspapers dwindled
down very remarkably, and what few notices
appeared were generally traceablo to noncon-
formist circles. But there seems to have come
a Juxityin this matter, judging from some of our
“dailics.” We read notico after notice of mar-
riages entered upon by parties from whom one
might expect compliance with the traditions,
not to spenk of the Church, on this matter.
And again we used to notice that the music in
our churches would be of a markedly subdued
character, and the ‘ofgan, in some enses, not
used at all, judging by certain notices (not
merely in Montreal) wo have choral litanies
and anthems and mausic that differs little from
any other seasen in the Church year, Thou
again, operas, theatros and such were at one
time 1igidly eschewed; but now Lrminie, Ir-
ving-Terry draw crowds of all clusses and rec-
tions of Churchmen!  What does ull this indi-
cate?"  Will one L fur astray it one infors
that pastors, profesrors and 8. 8. teachers have
now 2 lowered Chureh tone to say the least,
That the atmosphere wherein they have re-
ceived their Christian eduenation has beon color-
less and deveid of any distinetive features. Thut
a spirit of worldliness has surged in oon us,
These and perhaps others have together brought
about this change.
OBSERVER.

Tue ivise Pray or Cueren FiNanck.

To the Editor of the CHuent GUARDIAN ¢

DeAr Sir,—] am much pleased to find that
my paper has drawn out seme adverso remarks
from * Plebs,” and, with your permission, |
would like to reply to his critivisins,

“Plebs™ says,  Pleion (the word Mr, L.
builds upon as mearine more) does not always
mean more, i.c., signifying bulk, quantity, num.
ber”” Now, I never said it did always mean
more. 1 enid the expression or phrase ** more
excellent sacritico” might be read ** u larger sacri-
fice” or *‘amore sacritice.” and this 1 s1il] ad-
here to,

Again, © Plebs” says “ Neither the authorized
or (nor) revi~ed versions give any countenauce
1o the gloss Mr. L. attempts to puton the word
pleion.” 1f * Plebs” had carefully rend my
paper he would have found that 1 had said 1his,
* Buth the Authorized Version and the Revised
Version read thus, * By taith Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain" [
go behind both of theso trunslations and sug-
gest that the phrase in the original might be
retndered as above, 11" Plebs™ thinks it might
nof, well!  Again, “Plebs” rays that I claim
“ that the rewding of Heb. xi, 4, ¢ more excel-
lent,” referring to Abel's sucrifice, might fuirly
mean that it was acceptlable because there was
maore of it."  What 1 raid, was a luir inference,
under the * more sacrifice,” wus ' from this we
must infer that not the quality but the quan-
lity of Cain's sacrifice wus in default.” 1 did
not say Ahbel's vacrifice war acceptahle beciuso
thore wus ** more of it,” hut that Cuin's was ro-
jected because there was notencugh of it. QQuite
a different thing.  And next ** Plebs” says that
I thus claim * that Abel had probably per-
formed a rort of work of rupererogation, and
therofore his sacrifics was more accoptuble in
the ~ight of the Great Financier.” | claim now
that } never made ruch a claim. [only claimcd
as nbovo that thus * Clain's sucritice was in de-
tuult ;" wlich is not the sume thing as cluiming
that .Abel “ had slaughtered an extranumber of
lamb=.”

And, lastly, “Plobs” says of mo that *he
makos his novel suggestion notwith \mnd,mg the
expross statement in the text that Abel's ofter-
ing was accepted through his faith, And
“Plebs” further thinks to crush me, pulverize
mo into atoms, by quoting even Archbishop
Magee against me. | only claim under my
suggostion that Abel's sucritico was not simply
greator than Cain's, but that it might poerhaps
thus come up to an unrecorded and l)'n'l‘ngly
ordered proportion, :nd in this caso Abol's fuith
would have shown itself in his *“more excellont
sacrifice.” Herce 1 would indeod claim that
“« By faith Abel offorad unto Goda more oxcel-
lont sacrifice than Cain.”

Yours truly,
Joux Lockwann,

Port Medway, N.S., Feb, 19, 1894,

Ty the Editor of the Cavren GUARDIAN:

Mrs. Boomer desires to acknowledge with
hoartfelt thanks a cheque for 8300 from
“An old parishioner of the Bishop of Algoma,”
to bo appliod as he thinks best to meet the
neads of his Diocese, in aceordanco with the
ploa made for the ame n the Huron puges of
the W. A. Monthly Letter Leaflet of January,
and republished in our own columns in our
insue of the 14th inat,

HAPPINESS,

Family religion, family happiness; happy
the family thut has family happiness.

Family apniversarios, or the colebration of

FAMILY

them. veeasion somo trouble in the housohold,
especially it thero are no sorvants; but they pay
fur the offort involved. * Thin hus been tho
meost day | ever know,” said a buy to his
mother one evening. **Tho birds hnve wll bheen
singing aned the sun has shone every minute,
and everything has beon so lovely just tor your
hirthday, mamma, and I am so glad I” and he
envphadized his gladnoss with a heurty It and
bi-t.  For wecks ho had been looking forward
to this day, und plunning and making u little
birthday gift us a surprise, and when the time
came his wholo mind was lor mnking his
mother huppy.  Everything that is desirubleis
attended with somo trouble; but how can wo
keep our children contented und happy at homo
without tuking trouble? Aond no mother ro-
grets the trouble when she sees hor childron
regurding their home ax the best placy in the
whole world, Try to celsbrate tho birthduys
one year, and see if it doos not ': pay’in the on-
joymentof the whole fumily.—Scleted,

NSPOKEN PRAYERS.
Every thought that flies through your brain
g heard in heaven. Gol henrs wishes, honrt-

U

jongings, uspirations, soui-hungerings and thirnta
inw, Do not grieve, then, if you can not put
into well-tlefined thoughts the hopes and hungers
of vour hoart.,  When words and even thoughts
fail, pray in rilent y’curning.-i——in unurternblo
longings—aud God will underatand just us well
ax if you spoke in common language. Mu(:h of
our best praying is dono when we wit at God's
feot und do not spenk ut all, but only let our
hearts talk.
“ Longing i3 prayer; upon its wings we rise
To where the breath of heaven beats upon
our brow.”

Titg: richest gifts of the miwd ure worthless if
they are not accompunied by good qualitics of
tho heart.  Men rich in mind and poor of heart
ure generally hawuhty and -cH‘ir-h ; und, Ii'ku the
tall, branchioss trees of the Fastern solitndes,
they ruise their high form above all othord Lo

provoke their smiles of pity.



