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THE TRUE IDEAL OF THE SPIRITUAL is the presumptive evidence from the former dis- of te spiritual Zife.  Should the child, however,
LIFL. ‘pu\smon, that the Church of Gon to Whom notwithstanding all pious efforts and care, prove
_— | Christ lms, as His Bride and Spouse, delegated rebellious, profligate, and wicked, if he should
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In the account which Inspiration gives us of thl.!
Creation we cannot fail to observe that man is!
dcscnbcd as far clevated above the rank of a mere |
animal creature into that of a son of Gon—/et us'
make man in our image, after our likeness.” And|
although man’s body wgs “formed of the dust ol"‘
the ground,” yet his soul was breathed into him by !
the bpmt of Gon. Hence Adam lived in the!
wninterrupted enjoyment of the presence of His |
Maker. But, alas! from the moment of his fall, |
this blessed consciousness of relationship to Gob
was lost and destroyed ; by the offence of one;
judgment came upon all men to condunn.mon'
(Rom. v. 18.) “By one man’s disobedience many |
were made sinners.” (v, 19) Men may think,
arguc_and cavil as they like, the fact of the wholc|
race being  involved in Admns guilt is plainly|
stated in the Seriptures, and, indeed. no other doc-
trine will account for the suffcring, the wretched- v
ness, the death which everywhere abound.
in ordinary lifc do we not continually sce that ‘x‘
similar principle prevails?  Are not children fre-!
quently involved in the moral consequences of!
their parent’s conduct? Violation of Gon’s com-|
mand smothered the life of the Spirit vhich (Jon‘
had infused in man; the blessed connectiofwas i
broken off, and distance and alienation came lmo,
thc place of flial confidence.  Most fearful would:!

eve been the consequences to the whole race had !
thcrc not come upon them the hope of new hfu
from above, a new inlusion of that Spirit which our 1
great progenitor had lost.

Now the restoration of His fallen creatures to
the favour, to the image, and to the enjoyment nf‘
their Glorious Creator was the great and gracions
design of Gon, in all Fhs varicd dispensations, as
well us in the full li;;ht and cnlarged grace of the
Gospel of our T.ord Jesus Christ. And drre we

shall receive light from  the Old Testament.
\When Gob resolverd to make a2 covenant with

Abraham He appointed circumcision o he a sign
and a seal between Himscll and the posterity of
the Patriarch, It was to be the initiziony rite o
the Churceh, for He was with Abraham's Jeseend-
ants “which were in the wilderness, Those whoo
received  circumeision  were  partakers  of e
promises Gop had made; but whenever it was
neglected, “that soul was to e cut off from Lis:
people.” And in no instance could neglect or
omission fail to rcecive the stern reprobation of:
Gon; and we know the extreme peril i which”
the lifc of even Moses, that cinment servant ot
I1is, was brought, who, froin some catuse not:
revedled to us, had not complicd  with  the
ordinance.

Now, that infants helong o the Church or con-
gregation, will appear from various mcidents i ;
the Old Testament, and from the fact, that whoen |
Gob commanded the Church o be “gathered unto !
Him” He did not permic “ihe litdle ones,” and
cven those that “sucked the breasts™ to be absent.
And we e assert, wnh eonhdence, that bap-
tism is the corredatioe vite Lo circumeision, 7.
hat baptism las come inlo the place of circumet
Jou. 'This 1s shown, most conclusively, by SL;
Paul in Colos. ii, v1, 12, “Su o also yo are
cirenmersed woith the circnmesion plade woithont
hands in putling off the sins of the jlesh by the
clrenmeision of C/z/‘ul ( Chvistiarn ctrenmeision )
buried with f1im in baptism.” “T'he upostc here
affirms then that the spiritual thing formerly signi-
ficd and sealed by circumcision is now signed and |
scaled by Baptism; in other words, thal what cn-f
cumcision zwas lo the Old Testament Churehs He
same Baptisn is noiw to the Nz, But wehave seen
that circumcision was administered o infants, |

ey

Hdo we not Cvicld hearty

cwhen

Hull authority in - gathering souls unto Him, il
I His coming again be fully warranted to initiate iu-

fants by })'Lptlsm into His Church.  And it does

scem utterly incredible to our minds that the
aviour of Love, who folded mere babes into His |
Arms, and pronounced swc/t fit

Own Gracious
subjects for His kingdom above, should closc
fagamst them the door ()f entrance into the Chureh |
!Jdow' aye, should now leave countless millions
of the most interesting portion of the human race

to the uncovenanted mercies of Gon, and thus

tacitly deprive them of the standing, th blessing.
and the grace, which they enjoyed under a dis-
pensation which, in comparison of His Own, was
but as the faint, glmimering light of dawn to the
full blaze of thl, mcndl.m sun——-1 am come that |
they might have life, and have it move abundant-
Iy The qu«.xuon may h\.YL be asked—-What
are the gralifications I'L'(llll!Ld ; and what spiritual
benefits does baptism confer?  Of adults, it is re-
quired that they should come to that holy ordi-
[nance in the excreise of “repentanee towards Gony
and faith towards our Tord Jesus Christ.”

the Spirity and the forgiveness of sins.  Inthe case!

of chiidren, by baptism they become “menbers o

Corist, children of (;(,n, and inheritors of the
}\m'rdom of Heaven.”  The only sin which
attaches 1o them is original, or birth sin ; but this
is done away in “the washing” or laver
regencration ; they are grafted into Christ as
SCIONS Upon a vine. the gurm of Divine Life iy im-
planted m them, which, with prayer, training, and ;
the adoption of all suitable means, may be fanned |
intu a bright and glowing flame.  The Baptismal
'Scrvice of the Churclyis framed on the principle
of grace and blessing asked and bestowed. lor
do \\'c not in that scrvice most carnesty pray

G to “give His Holy Spirit to the infant,” and |

alter the administration of the hoiv rite, inthe (ull
badief that the prayer has heen heard and granted.
thanks o our Alercitul
Father that it hath pleased Him o regenerate v

miant with Flis Holy Sparic?” Now, as in dwe
worid of watere we can I)c bhorn but eace. so v the
world of grece canwe he hom lat onee. And it

fitter thne ean tias be assured o s than
we were pare awnd ammocent mfants ?
less, then, we are prepared to admit that Jesus
Christ the Sceond Adin, has done much more i
the way of grace and blessing for the unconscinus
mfant than the First Adum s accomplished v
respect of the guilt, the condemnation, the suffer-
ing 1 which he has involved the child, how can
we attitm with the apostle that »where sz abaunded
groce didd much more abound?” The Chureli ol

whatt

Gon proceeds on the supposition that all men are

“horn in sin® and are “the children of wrath,”
with no eapacity for guod. DButn rey
Holy Spinit ax graciously implanting in the infant
thiat possibifity of sanctitleation, that “seed of holi-
ness,” which, by the oceasion of subsceprent in-
struction, carnest prayer and discipling, may grow
up and expand “unto ali things belonging to the
Spirit.”  Does the Church anywhere even sevim o
imply that ail thats required has been dune the
moment the child is bapized? - O the conerary,
mothe service she regards the pracuiar necessity
of fostering wnd doveinpig this implanted serd.

Hersolemn prayers are that “he may crucity the old

1

man and utteriy abolish the whole Lody of sin,
and fcad the rest of his dife .u'u:rrlinq (0 this -
ginning.””  Unmistakeabiy, then, does tie Church
recognize the impossibiiity of a child, growing up
to adult ycars, of obtaining

ullimate salvation
exerpf the grace which has bun imparted be so
nurtured and developed. We shall hnd that St.
Paulin his Fpisties ever presupposes grace o
have been imparted in baptism—*As mm/y of you .
as have been baptized Dhave put on Christ 27}

The !
Lven | i binefits are entrance into the Chureh, the hirth of

Hof !
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hereafter repentits regeneration witl pass into con-
version s it will then be congerted, Yin, brought
Yhack into the state it once was in. - And we shall
\ﬁnd that St. Paul never in his epistles calls upon
yDaptized converts, whenever they “fall away,”

be “born again,” but exhorts them to “prnt to
CHMawake from the sleep of indifference and sin,”
ito he “rencwed in the spirit of their minds,” and
phrases of similar mmports.
: (70 be continued.)
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T sad and sudden death of Mrs, Belfield,
jeldest daughter of the Bishep of Nova Scotia, has
Hilled many hearts with grief outside the more im-
}mudulc circle of her relatives and nearest friends.
‘But ten short months ago we saw her at Gon's
“altar. a sweet and happy vision in her bridal dress,
Pthe summer sun shining down upon her as if in
[hiessing, as she stood upon the threshold of the
Aife that opened hetore her with such fair prospects
and under such bright auspices, and on which she
entered accompanied with numberless fond and
“true wishes for her prosperity and happiness.

How heartily did the many friends of his Lord-
pship and Mrs. Binney sympathize then with their
fjoy in the happiness of their beloved daughter and
Ithe hushand of her choiee ; how profound is now
the sympathy felt by all classes of the community
in the sudden and terrible affliction which hass
i hefallen them,

v That happy day scems but as yesterday, and
now the bricf wedded life is over. and the young
wie and mother bas been calied hence. Very
awful, very mysterious is such i summons. - Why
nust tris precious life be cut off in the midst of
its promise ? we are tempted o exckam, 2 life the
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centre of  so puny  warm affections, w life
witteh heaves so terrible o voud ! llmsr who
lnew M, Beliddkd sty one aiud all,  hear

Joving testimony 1o her sweet and womanly  dis-
Jrusitionto her tenderness of heart and gontle chart-
tv, combined with imellectual qualities whielh were
catanied by her rare modesty. How large an in-
Jtuence tor pood tatgi such ablife have exerted,
and that it should thus carly he cut ol s indeed to
aur poor feehie msight o nysterys Yot we know
that Gopois o G of Love, and not the bitterness
ot death itsell can make the Christian loose his
noid of this greatest of adl comlorts. To her who
has been colled aw ay from carthly love to the high-
et joy and peace of Paradise, this love of God was
aprineipte of e, an object of Tivi ing fuith, which
cnabled her tn pecteet resignation ta obey the call
cof her Heavenly Father.

And what a "((Hl()lh, what a triumphant hope is
that of the Christian ! What sweet comfurt must
have been conveyed o the sorrowing hearts of the
survivors by the sacred associations of the day in
witieh their beloved one was laid to rest. What
day more appropriate for the mortal body o be
[eommitted to the carth than that on which we
scommemorate the Ascension of Hun who  huake
Ethu Lhands of death, of 1Tim who was the first-lruits
of them that slept, and at Whose coming this mor-
tal shall put on immortaliy.

Soothing and comforting too it must have been
1o the bereaved to see, uvidcnccd by the large
Lconcourse of those who assembled to offer the last
fu'ihuu. of respect and affcction o the departed,
ithic profound and general sywmpathy fele by the
'])u)plc of Halfax.  The cothn was literally
‘huLpLd with the choicest and most lovely {lowers,
{mﬁs of loving hearts and hands, and the grave,
P hich now contains all that is mortal of her so
imuch loved and mourned, s covered with the
Isaane beautiful offerings.
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LW ould scem 1o l;c no flouht Lnt«,rtamt.d

it follows, therefore, that baptism should be ad- :"I\nuw ye not that ye are the tumple of Gon, and [ by I;lsh()])s clergy and Jaity in London as to th(,

indecd, if we had no
Festament of the bap-

ministered to them also.
single instanee i the New I

that the Spirit of Gon dwelleth in you 27
I think, Lth, that we are Lorne out in asserting |

called “missions.’
unani-

luscliulness of what are teehnic ally
Al the reeent Diocesan (,(mﬂ_unu; iowas

tism of “houscholds” (in which it were incredible | that Baptism is not only (as sumc aiirm) a dmnvu im(msh determined  that ene should be held in

there were na children) ; and were  primitive an-;
tiquity cntirely silent on this subject. yet so :uong:,

of refation, but that it also implics a measure of
grace bestowed ; ; that it s, m short, the deginning

j 1884, corresponding and in most respects sunilar
Lo that of ten years ago.



