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modefly woold not permit her to think
herfell the moft amiable ; and, fo far from
being jealovs of the beauty of anuther, the
prerceived that many of her gompanions
were very charming. ¢ A thought has
juft ftruck me,’ faid Elmina ; * let us each
go and pick fome favourite flower, and
putitinto a firaw bat. Thenlet vs throw
the flowers up into the air, and fhe, whofe
flower is thrown the higheft, Miall be the
beauty of the circle, Al applavden this
happy idea, and went to choofe a favour-
ite fower, '

Amonyp, the companions of ¥Imina, was
2 young princefs named Malinetta, who
was very vain and very deligning, She
ran to a.neighbouring field, and plucked a
blue.bottle, which fhe put into the bar,
after having artfully rolled the flalk round
a little pebble, c

The fly nymph's intention may be cafily
divined. By this artifice, the fldwer be-
come heavier, muft in courfe, be thrown
farther, The. others chofe, without any
idea of deception, the Rowers they pre-
ferred,  One brought a ranuncula, ano-
ther a primrofe, and' a third a lily of the
vale, As for Elmina, fhe weat iatoa
thicket, to pick a wild rofe, the fiower 'fhe
liked beR. She faw a bufh quite covercd
with rofes; bat I cannotimeogine why the
modeRt Elmina chole one of the leaft and
tighteit, '

"At the inflant they threw the flowers
“out of the hat, incrder to fee whichweuld
‘g0 the fartheft, a light breezewafted the
wild rofe aloft, It would foon, however,
have funk befow the bisezbaue, but that
aspretty butterfly flutered round it, and
bore it away.,” The gay grovp Moutéd ac
this little miradle. 't hey crowned Elmi-
na, and bewan to adorn her as the beauty
-of the circle,  This wasno. difficult taik i
for'Elmina- ~was, €xtremely begautiful 5
flowers'. were .ready, and a brook flowed

murmuring by,” . The princels, adorned .

g A .
and ctewned, ;was feated on a kind of

‘thrdne of tuifj and they begun to-dance - -
. . 7

- and fing around her :

"Nymphs, thit now are cheerful feen, |
© Where fweer vitlets deck the'ground |
“ Nymghs, that co th> enamell’d preen,
“Join the fprightly dance around | -
" Lovely virgins, fiog and play,
- Ever innocent and gay, |
' “And-crown the fairettmaid to.day,.

“While Heslth difplays her rofeate charms,
“Pluck the fweetelt flow'rs you. find ;
“Welcome Joy-with open arins, . -
S "And your brows wirh rofes bind.
- Loveély virging, fidg and play, i
"Rver innocent-and gay,. : -
“And crowa the fairel maid jo-day. .

Elmina 5 or, the Never-fadiug Flowesr

Their diverfion waa interrupted by an
unexpedted noife jn the adjacent grove s
-and prefently came from it a little old wo.
man, who approached the pretty dancers.
At firft, they were greatly tesrified, and

" wauid have 1un from -the fancied danger,

But the affable demeanour of the old lady,
and the gentieniefs of her voice, . foon allay
edtheir fears. Her drefs was a greenrobe,
with a rufth hat of the fame colour, orpa-
mented with a wreath of verdant foliage.
In her hand, (he had agreen pot, in which
was a lutle plant, ’

It was on account of this drefs, that
thofe who knew the venerable dame, called
her Verdurina, "¢ My children,® faid the,
‘1 am not come to aifturb your diverfion.
But 1 have heard Ehlmina fing a fong, in
which the mentions aFlowver that never fades.
1 have fcen her take a wild rofe in'.the
thicket ; and, from -ber choice, I have

‘deemed her worthy of the inettimable pre-

fent, I am going to makeé her. ¢ My
daughtery” he continued, “accofting the

-youny princefs, who beard ber with aftp.

nifhmenr, * take this plant, on which are

~four flowers.and two buds. -1t.is the Flogy -

er thdt never fades, andl make you a pre-
fert of it.  Tend ir with the-utmoft carg ;

- but know,. my daughier, it is not by wa-

tering that you will preforve it. Look at
this flower, whofe hue is fuch .a bright car-
nation : it is called ibe Flower-of Modefly, .
As long as your cheeks.glow. . with that’

“lovely.colovr, this fower will prefeive.its
« hue in-all.its vivid beawty. The fecond

flower, which is of the meft fpotlefs whie,

‘is'calied the Flower of Vjrtue; -and it'will
-appear.follied, the moment;you are inat-

tentive to any of your-dutics..  The third,
of a yellow as bright as gold, is.called the
Flozer cf Benevolence ; -and while you con-
tinve good, -it will ever retaip its.Juflre.
The fourth is of a beautifyl fky .bine 1 ; it

" is called-the Flower of Gentlenefs.- Whene-

ver Elmina is impatient or angry, the
charming flower ‘will droop. ‘Lhis .bud,
which'is-beginning ro blow, will prodyce
the Flower of Underflending, . Iv.will “ex-
pavd in proportion as you.inftrud& your.
feif! and-will, confequently,  mark your:
improvement. in. knowicdge. ‘I'he. othey -

‘bud inclofes the Floaver ¢f Graces ' - it will

open-imperceptibly, and will thed alulire

- over all the other flowers,’—* Ah’!-.Ma-.
-dain,” exclaimed the princefs,:as- fhe re.

crived the plaat, “how thall § acknowledge
this incftim.ble gifi ? Come with me,. T
eatreat _you. - Lindoriea: wili ondeavibur -

© togonvince you of her gratituduandinine.!

—' My dsogluer,” fald Merdurina, *jou -
cannot:bewer exp1éfs your gratitude, “than

in_fnowing e, one duy, this Bower inall”

ity beauty., 1 will return to this fpit'ing’
. - _.threg’



