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MAGGIE OF LOUGH ERNE.

“Twas sweet to roam alone at ove
Along Lough Erne's lonely shore,
And wateh the rising billows heave,
Andlisten to the breakers roar.
Yes, sweet thus fone it was to stray;
But sweeter far it was tome

To watch the shades of closing day,
And speaid to meet my fair Magsie.

Dear, gentle maid of beauty rarve,

Her charms sweet nature round her wove ¢
The flower was she of mabilens fair;

The queen—the gentle qunecn—at love.
With every chari that wins the heart

She was bedeeked by heaven's deeree,
And beauiy formed the roughest part

Of tovely. gentle. thir Mugyie.

Her's was the hear? that couid inspire
A troubled sonl, an aching breast
Her's were the lips ou which the tire
OF Jove and sweetness went ta rost ;
Her's was a volce ol gentle tnne,

Her breath as baln was sweot to me—
What joy were mine were she my own,
My lovely, gentle, fair Magzie!

Haow sweetly glaw'd upon her cheek
The rose’s hue whene'er she spoke
Of lave (for nouch? else eonld she speak,
For love her every wopd wwoke’.
And with a sigh 1 now reesl}
‘he tales she told sojestinegly :
The heart dictated one anid all
Witkin the breast of fair Maggie.

Far from the scenes where low those hours,
In reveries of thousht T rosmn

Amoeng Louch Erne's water tlowers,
Inbulrush howers near Mazgie's home.

But when Ifind ‘tis bat & dream,

A phantom vaiu deceiving tne,

Aud say, U things ave no? what they seem.”’
And then I weep for fulr Magyie.

And the' Tmay injox be shrinel,
Yet. rrem wy heart shall never tade,
Nor ever vanisk fron v mind
The beauty of 1hnt bl.oming maid,
Long as the Ged whom Iadore
‘The vital spark retains in me:
Solong shall 1 ove thee, astiore,
My own. my gentle. fair Maguie.
' Dusgov.™

Montrenl.

RECENT CANADIAN LITERATURE.

The writer who may set himseif the task of
preparing a preésis of Canadian Literature, for
even the brief perind of two yesrs, will be sur-
prised at the extent and richness of the ground
he has now-a-dayz to go ever. Time was when
tie seil was both poor und scant, aud the herb-
age tu be cropped from it wos neither sacculent
nor nutritious ; but the land has now been given
many years of toi), and not a fow writers have
ploughed in their first erop to enrich it. We
may vet be far from reaping great harvests, but
that the sail yields faiily, and, by improved
culture, may bring forth more abandantly, is

- the conviction of us 2ll.  Forcing, of course, is
to be guarded against, but protection from the
nipping frosts is equally important. A too
eager expectancy may bring disappointment,
bnt neglect and indifference have wronght their
own evils. In the chilling atimosphere in which,
for the most part, our writers have worked,
that they have accomplishe d so much, and thut
the future is s full of promise is mattar for sar.
prise and cougratulation.  That o many in the
face of difficultics and discouragements have
been found to withstand the sovereignty of
Mammou, and have devoted themselves to the
intellectnal life, shows how strong s the belief
in the saving power of intelligence, and indi-
eates what atvracti ns are to be found ip the
pursait of letters.

There is prrhaps no circamstance meare grati-
fying to those who from the watih-towers of
patriotism are scanning the intellectual horizon
of our young country to «diseern the. coming
meu, thun o find the number increasing of
those who are taking up literature as a profes
<ion, and to note the still larger number that
Liere and there in the community are fostering

a love of enlture, and are move or logs actively

giving it expressien. With regarnld ta the latter,
the present writsr has had exreptional oppor-

toniti=g of jniging, and during a ten years’
connection with cur 1 tenal magazine, no cir-
cumstane® bas impressed him so mush as the
increase of that eluss who are paying court to
Litsrsture, and are doing exrellent work in sup-
plying articles for our periodical press. It imay
be sabd that the worth of this work is slightand
of light weight as literature, but it js the stop.
ping-stone from jourualism to letters, aud a
necessaty stuge in the evolution of wmind., In
this view, Canadizn Hteraiure owes no small
Jdebt to such periodicals as the ficrre Cunalicans
and the Canadian Monthly, though recoguition
of it may not be more fervid than that given 1o
foster-mnothers in general.  So far as the pablic
are concerned, however, recognition of the eon-
tempatary value of this work is a duty, the
more iniperative beeanse it is done without fee
or reward. Tn the absener of the pecuniary
stimulus to exertion, and in the face of the
loszes which authors and publishers have sns.

where each writer is fashioning the stounes to
take their individual place in the future edifice
of our literaturs, their service is wall-nigh ineal-
culable.  Aud how groatly ddo they stimulate
the thonght and increase the intelligenee of the
rommunity !

These are times of unusnal mental conflict,
aud no man is a beliaver of the ipse dinit of
another. The age is perhaps too critical, but
its scepticism and analytic habit are an eduea-
tion in themselves. People are reading more,
but they are also thinking more. [un every
department of research is this the case, and had
we a school of competent criticism, and a few
leaders of thought who would enter more sym-
pathetically into the mental engrassments of
the masses, the benefits of the thirst {or reading
would be enhanced, and a lealthful direction
giveu to the forees of the native intellect,  The
press, over the country, might be wore helpful
than it is : in the cities, at least, we might lnok
for wore intelligent reviewing and greater etlort
ta do justice to our native writers, In one
notable instance, that of the most prominent
journal in the country, book reviewing is little
else than a farce, and the aid given to the nas.
cent literature of Uanada is of the feeblest aud
least encouraging character.  The absence of n
high-class literary weekly, with a generous de-
partment of critizal opinien, is equally disad-
vantageous. Nor is the intloence of those who
have evjoyed the training of a University much
wore helptful.  The atmasphere of cuiture that
exbinles from our college halls cannot be suid to
be very penetrating.  Fdueation, nndoubtedly,
has made raptd strides, but the resalts, in the
wain, of a college training have not vet shown
themselves in much original and creative work,
The conventional professions, no doubt. have
been enriched by the Universities, but the pro-
fession of letters has not been so aided.  Other
and maore Jucrative walks of life have absarbed
the material, though, when wealth and leisure
are attained, literature may recover its own.
Conld we have the system of fellowskips and
endowments for research which in conuection
with the Universities of the Old World furnish
a certain stimulus to literary and scientific
achievement, native interest in literature would
doubtless increase, and public enthusiasm be
more largely enlhisted in the work of the
schools,

But we need not write of our short-comings
with bitteroess, still less with exaggeration.
There is much that is cacouraging, and a pro-
uress in inteilectuality which is positive and
substautial.  Iuo the broad average inteiligonce
of oar people there is mueh to do ug eredit; and
there bas been a marked gain in the taste for
rea ling, and with it an inepeased reflsctive ten-
deney und n ereditable pawer of penetraiion,
Wo have uot to record great literary frats, but
we have gained on the days of brochures and
politieal pamphlets. TPablic interest in tapies
of diseussion bhas perceptibly risen, and the
range of thomght is now wider and more aente,
Tusignificant matters, it is true, still Lirgely
ocenpy the public mint, and the newspaters
continue to pander o frivolows tastes. Dut the
constitueney grows that demanmds a higher men-
tal pabalum, and many of the journuls are
Jawdably meeting the want.  For the appetite
of the masses politivs ave stilf the foud, but
thera is a growing disvelish of the mors peddling
kind, and a quickensd intsrest in the higher
maters of the State, The appreciation of ~tstes-
manlike qnatittex in those who serve the country
is beeoming more pronvanced 1 oand there is a
flu=h of pride st the thanghs of thess whn wrna.
ment the bench.  The cevy for an ednested
ministry, and for greater pulpit power, i every.
where heard ; aned with the higher
of the dominie Lis status is at lant :
In the review of the intellectnal progrvess of the
eonnlry these nre matters that woint Hr Some.
thing, and we leld them to be a gratifving
fertnre of Cana-dian dovelopment,

Another and a proctical evidence of the wrow.
ing caitare of the community, and {04 pivanes.
ment iu letiers, i< to be found in the expansion
of Canadian publishing industries, aml the
ready enterprise with which the native book.
heuses tuke np ambitious literary projets. A
single instanee of this wiil sceur th vveryons in
the spirited undertaking of the Avt Publishing
Comypany of Toronto, in preparing and el
ing, at enormets expense, their elaborat: 1l
book ¢ Picturesqne tlanwia.”  This publication
we have elsewhere spoken of ax one that wilf
mark a great artistic epoch in the intelloctuni
progress of our prople, which must have an im-
mense ifluenes upon the present and future of
Canadian art and Conadian literature. At one
stroke it has set Canada upon o lofty pinnacle
of literary anl artistic achievement, to whon
brave heights she beckons other art enterprise,
with squal strength of pinion, tosoar and place
an added ehaplet on her iead,  With this mag-
nificent example of the art of native book
illustrating betore them, auything is now pos-

tained in Canada, in endenvouring to catch the
ear of the publie, it i3 not surprising that 1he |
literazy status of the country isas yet not a high
one. What it might, and speedily would be,
were Jiterature more recoguised av a profession,
there is much to indieste, and nowbhere is this |
mare observable than in the pages of the period- |
iealy we have referred 1o, where writers :m‘z
represented, whose wark, had it the in«piration
which pullic reopnition and it attepdant
pecuriary sesward mizht supply, weold quickly

sible of necompiishinent to onr publishers ; ant
we are safe to Jook for a harvest of similar von.
tur:s, in other departments of labaar, in the
nigh years to come,  Faually uratifving is it (o
note the number and variety of other jiterary
nndertakiogs which the pust two years have
brought to light. Projects more or less ambi.
tiona have been set on foot, amd a pesitive

I amount of fulfilent reached, which is exoeed.

irgly enconraging o the quickened mentsl
impulse of the people. The initiation of u series

burgeon out into zowliy propertions and secure | of reference borks, such as the ** Dominion

for itself ywerited fame,

But the reat abd these | Anyual Registe,” s of itsell an evidenes of |

magezives afford to the future literature of  growth, nat only in the material affairs of the

Canada is of itself little recoguized ; as quarries nation, but in those activities of the literary

exercise in the supplying of the repositories of
informntion and record, of the utmost value in
the present and fature of the country.  Of simi-
lar import is the publieation of such works as
Dr. Todd’s ¢ Parliamentary Goverament in the
Colonies,” Ir. Ryerson’s *¢ History of the
Loyalists ;7 Mr. Rattray’s * The Scot in Bri-
tishh Ameriea ;" Mr. Dent's ““ Canadian Portrait
Gallery ; " and hig valuable record of *’The
Last Yorty Years.”  Other undertakings of like
character we might aluo speak of, which denote
an awakened interest in the aubject which has

vears are creating annaly in which futare his-
torinns of the Dominion may tind interesting
waterial of vesearch, and the coming poets
worthy themes for their muse.

And what the poets themselves are doing,
though the age is a material one, i3 not to be
overfooked, Though much of their work lacks
the strong fibre and fervour of imagination we
would like to seo it possess, there are artistie
results and an emotional ardour and suscepti-
bility to the beautifl! wholly commendable. In
the fineness of sensibility and frequent dainti-
ness of expression, recent years have hrought us
a higher order of verse, which proves the growth
of eulture in the community aud the presence
of retining intluences actively at work., What
it most wants is that it should take ity inspira.
tion more fangely from Canadian sources, treat
more freely of the histary and legends of the
country, deck itself in the tints of our glorious
lind,and sing more of the songs of our wonds
and waters,  The atmosphere of nationalism,

pervade our Jiteratura than it does. I it s
ever to fire the heart of the nation, amd to create
a distinguishing type of national character, it
must coase to be inntative, aud tind the mate-
rials of itz art and eccupation at home. It may
borrow the literary forms of anthop-crafc in the
Old World, but its themes must be those of the
New. Let us also import the hizgh standard of
old lauds, by which to test our work, amd to set
a high ideal before our literary workmen; but
having these, lot the rest be original and crea.
tive.  If with half a contlnent to draw upon,
we riemain servile to Ol World models, we
have inherited to little purpose the traditions of
our race.  But wt have faith in the higher pur-
pose of sur writers, for a Canadian songsiress,
m lines prophetie, hias aleeady assared us of
ambitions that are stirring hearts to claim a
warld's atrention @
*0h 1 Puet of our glorisns Tand <o {air,
Wihiose font is at the doar;
Even s my song shali weit into the ale,
And die and be no mere,

But thou shal ive part of the nation’s life;
The world shall hear thy veice,

Singing above the anise of war and strife.
And therefore 1 ejotee {7

In this hope let us go forward, ever manifest-
ing an andent inte 1o, and giving heartiest
sapport to, the inteliectual life of Canada.
Literure  ernposition, whmttedly, {8 not an
casily nequired art, and there is nead of all the
aid an 1 enconragement that can he given toit,
Frw as yot ars barn to wealth or lelsare in the
comntry, and they who write {5 live are the
ity of thase who please or instract us, The
wark hitherto done by Canadiana has
beett achiieved throngh earmading ears and amid
the tumult of alien noises. Lot that of coming

it writers have the aid of 2 more favourable
environment, What the proposed Royal Society
miny do tor our Hteratare van seatecly be pre.
dict o Our Bterary men will not ook to it to
relises them from pecuniary pres ure in thedr
arduous laboor o but it will justify its existenes
1f it endists pablic symypathy in its serviee and
seenrss [or tne anthior the honour and reward of
his work,

Further we record the Heruay achievements
of the pa-t twn years, and, in commending Lhe
industry and ahility of the writers, we wouid
bespeak for their work a barger measurs of pub-
fie reengnition, and a mare genernus and en-
couraging support.

<

HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY,

The ehiel intrest in Canadian history, it is
altnost trite now to say, has hitherto centored in
the Fronch réyime, the heroio ineidents of which
Mr. Francis Parknian has anticipated Canadian
writers in ilepicting, though his charming oar.
ratives, to which heis about to add the thrilling
sty of Walfe and Montwmlm, reconcile us to
the thought that the perind has found its first
and best historian in an American.  That the
mins, however, has only just been opened, the
reader of our early aonals, who knows the wealth
and variety of the materialy which await indus-
try and research to be brought to light, must be
fully conxeious ; while to the. novelist and
dramnatist the grouud may be said to be as yet
unbroken, if we except Mr, Kirby's Le Chien
£'Gr, a romanca of the highest excellence,
which is far teo little known to' the people of
Canada.  But of the later, and perkaps not less
heroie, periods of the country’s history, Cana-
dian writers have in the main a monepoly, Anid
hers native Jiterary antivity, in a commendable
degree, i3 now showing itself. ‘¢ Peace hath
her victories no legs renowned than war ;' and
the recardy of settlement in the Upper Proviuee
and the story of the struggling pioneery are

finding historians to deal with them, and rouders
curions and interested to devour what they have
writ

recently oceupied Mr. Bourinot’s facile pen,
“The Intellectual Development of the Canadian
People,” and emphasize the fact that the passing -

indesd, is one thay should more penetmatively !

lifo which, in a progressive community, fmd. * History repeats itsell,” and the Canadian

littératenr s in the story of the United Fmpire
Loynlists a tale {0 tell, such ax the American
historinn hus had to narate of the refugees from
oppression who propled the New [ogland
Colonies, and whose strugules in the then wil.
*derness of the Atlantie seaboard il & parallol
I in the same war with natare in the case of their
I descendants in Ontasio.  Unfortuuately, in Dr.
* Egerton Ryerson's The Loyalists of Awmerica and
the Tihmes, though it wae the design of the now
: doceased writer that his work should be “an
! historical monumeunt of the chareter and merits
of the fathers and founders of my (his) native
conutry,” the author has sccupied himself too
much with re-telling the story of the settlement
of Massaohusetts and of the doings of the Puri-
tan Fathers, and has not devoted that space to
the iuncidents of settlement in Upper Canada
which for our own people would have had au
entrancing interest, and been the wmost accept-
able contribution to our native history,  Never-
theless, the work we first chironicle in this
department has many claims upon Canadian
readers, and the author’s enthusingm in his sub.
jeet and years of industry in compiling his mate-
rialy, though he has not made the best nse of
theny, deservedly entitle his volures to notice
and commendation.

In Mr. Rattray's The Scot ¥n British North
A arerien, we have n most important contribution
to our native literature, in a departineut of ex-
'eeptional interest to students of national life
fand character.  The first two velumes of . the
{ work have appeared, and they contain a mine
! of iuformatiom, respecting the political, mtenal,
‘lssci;\l, and intellectnal life of the country, ax
{ these features of its developiant have beeu in.
Chuenced amd operated upan by Seotchmen, No
i more vital inquiry coubl well have been taken
cup by a Capadian writer th:n this one of the
! national charaeter.  What its ingredients are,
how they have come togcther, and in what
manner they have fused, or are fusing them.
selvis, into the national life of a people, e
never failing questions of interest.  In the cuse
of Canads, as indeed of all countries of » com-
posite eolonizatiou, the imyuity, moreover, s of
vast importance, a8 the results of the wsnalysis
canunt but be of service in dirccting the future
line of the country’s progress, anwlin stimulat-
ing the development of these charactsristics
which conduce mest to the suceess of ity people,
But, hesides the question of th vational tdio.
svicracies, and the wental constitution of the
I Neat, which have ever Inen bmportant factoes
i the world's work, there is the langer subject
and nore special iuguiry which has oceupled
Mr. Bartray’s pen—the report of Seotch colon-
ization in varions sections of the Vymiaion, the
conspienons part taken by Seotchmen in the
early military aflsirs ard latar political adminis.
tration of Canada, and the no less signal achiev-
ments of the race in the paths of industry and
commerce. These are the themes 1o the con.
sideration of which Mr. R ttray has brought
cminent talents, an intimate sequaintanee with
the country’s history, aml a power of graphic
writing wheeh give a xpecial chhum to the
anthor's work aml commend it to every thouyhs.
ful and cultured Canadian. The two coneluding
volumes of M. Rattray's history, whick are
eagerly lookad far, we sre glad to learn are now
in press. The publishers, we must add, deserve
a word of commendution for their share in the
productinn of the volumes so far issned.

In The Canadian Portruil Gallery, edital by
Mr o € Dot we have a most ereditable and
sucerssful attempt to illustrane Cauadian history
in the lives of ite chief actors, Mro Dent bus
enltivated the gift of biographical writing to a
praiseworthy extent ; and though he has beey
prevsded fn this field by others, he hag wan new
sl well-deserved  lanrels, amd given to our
Hivrstare suother eritical and diseriminating
acconnt of the men who have loft their impress
upon Cauadian history, or are still engaged in
waniding or influeueing its atluirs,  The range
of Mr. Dent’s volnmes is extensive, and embraces
the most prominent pablic mnen of the country,
thi- faects of whoue lives, and the share taken by
them in the varied wffairs of the nation, shonld
b amiliar to all Canadians,  The biographies
are full, painstaking, and, in most instances,
impartial, Thev are interesting uot only in the
facts they supply in regard to the personal lis.
tory of the subjzcts treated of, but for the light
they throw upon political and national events,
and the aid they afford to the student of the
cauntry's annals in eomprebending the ques.
tions which from time to lime have agitatad
the public mind, The coloured lithographic
porteaity, prefixed to the memoirs, are n further
and servieeable ail to the exposition of c¢harae.
ter, and though the resnlts are not alwayy happy
they are a fitting complement to the letterproas,

In the same author's The Last Farty Yvars
Mr. Dent has essayed, with, we may say, un-
qualified success, the task of writing a pi-tar-
esque history of Canada from the pariod of the
Union of the Provinees in 1840, For thow nnt
prasdessend of the historic snirit, and who dislike
te grope in the musty archives of earlier ey,
M. Dent’s new work will have a cert in attrac-
tion,  Ju the main, the period coverad being a
contemporary oue, it will po-ses< an. interest
which remate events uswnally fail to. arouse ;
though the writer will have the drwwback of
having to contend with judgments already
fortned and a eriticism: which is more or less in.
fluenced by the predilections of the reader.
Nuvertheless, the author is acquitting himsel(
well ol his task, and, on the whole, commenting
with judicious fairness on the events which have
tuken place within the memoary of the present




