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COMING HOME AT CHRISTMAS,
INGOLDSBY NORTH-.

1.

1 do not suppose that* ever two sieers woe
more affectiolately attached than Euphemia and
MYso*f Though nov so mrny yoars ago, it
néemi but yesterday that I. a child of fivo yeas
old, vsled softly int. a darkened bedroom t.
meeandki alittleaonthing that neatoJ in
rny mother's bosom, and te mid a nov love
awaking within me which ai firut I dld Dot
rocog iz. minms but y eterday I vas trusted
t. hld iDn my mima a plnmp, sot bundie js
for a minute, and know it for Baby Phernie. hi
meoi but lth more than yesterday that vo
children grew and grew, always fond, always te-
iethor, urtil ai lut h knev vith a nov know-
redge, and could sos vith nov vision, that,
vhile united, vo were spart, and, thougli loy-
ing oach other doarly, vide as the polo@sasun-

Yît vo vers a firmly united family. There
vire only four of us--father, mther and vo two
girls. Hoevas a mot affectionate, genial parent,
who nover found fanit withl us. I think indeed
that it might have bien botter if hoe had, but
ibere smre natures n confident in final adjuat-
mente, o fllU of hopefal ife, iliat thoy reslhy
do Bot ne why troubles should w îh dovn the
spirits of thone around theru, a&nd moas we
fancy, Sympathise or criticizo but lighthy if ai
ail. O)ui mother was >t thîe reverse--anxious,
and perpetually aeekring for thorus and bramblis
in her own paili and thai of everybedy else.
W. lived in a plissant house, viii a small but
ritty gren-jasit e ort of a Doit suitabl
orpepa of moderate though assurod moins;
1ad0corfortbe neiglibours who interchanged
visita vithoat fusa, andwvoie Monda in the or-
dinary social sense. No matter where this home
w«.l1shol not say, excepi that itwas not ahan-
dred miles from Montreal uiâmd,"Il e Gardon
of Canada." Im agine a long low.baiht cottage,
oovered witi ivy, from whch a dozen lithî'
diamond-pmed windows glitterid in the ovin-
ing sunsbini, clusterin floyers and velvet
grisa and shady walk in front, and beyond
thone a bih of tries wherein thé brouis sang,
and whosfiuttering eavos diacoursed liii mar-
mnringi fromn a distant shore. Boyond aUl tue,
a vigta, hall lame, hall treet, ai tle end a gar-.
don gate.

Eviry homo in a kingdorn; a world in liself,
but there are, n e ur ther asod to say, terrtor-
ial alliances. Ho uaed acm to laugli at the cu
alliance vo had foimed with the kingdom whone
domain lay beyond that litile rastio barrior.
For the ivo inhabitanta, the quien who rolgnid
end the prince who governed, vire very deai to
Us. is. Diroche, a staiely widow andlier

only son. The word 16stately" exprime.ail I
vant te amy of lier, oxcepi liaishe wua ve
kind woman &Ws, and dotid on IlPrince
Hugl," raled 1dm vith a rod of irom and oboyod
lis overy word and vish.
How shal h discribo hlmt
moere ia mc need. We vo-
min have I Bp

broeod,
stemn
and

Mnay
havi -*

figured te myslf mre fair Apollo in a hall
Shame-faoediareeable manner. That 14lie"

va deo, mnoc f aspect ovem, geneou-
viii, yl I1

As may ha guemsed, vo ihree yougPolé,
"tirogi dalsisi moda of cbildhood van-

deiing," voee. oldom spart. Our i ile sporta,
Our ittue hope. sud foeu% ou i hile quigrels,
hoy aIl important ilion, hev trifling now
thougli unfoigtten 1 Woald I liv. thern aul
over agaimi, Ifd. mot lnov. h arn net mucli
cme to reoive confidences uBci mattors,

teadomev that cf tue ev vicie exper.
iences havi bien rilated te me by thenmlsves,
ne% ene aîmly vislied te retrace the old pauli-
vay, for tht thi shadovs cf Inter time. could
hever vholly pan avsy, and vould cloud tue
fairest sunahino. What vo have lived we have
lived. What la doue la dene. W. vould mci
ha children &gain, (or mre prophetio myster-
joua instinct vould tell us,'ehildetioagliwe

voi again, cf pains and sorrovu yot te o i-

And se, like tha boy in île fairy wood, vo

travelled snd travelled frorn year t. year, reaci
Aie e a v o Iwvre changea, ani net the

hsilandicpe. W. ers oler. Tme chili vas

*hid n. more. 94'h@ frauk smpMllicity ihat
: vo ita kias" vas gene forover, aumi vo bicaino

y, furtive, sometimis a lile md.. Why
dveil upon & ailii, vhlc in ethe exerence cf
al? Wiy Dot confias ai one-yet vhatt

Plomb was il. aushine of oui hounhold,
so light of homii,mno fair,no playful vau&ho..
'Witli ibis ihere wus.in #obarcte-I vial

4«6

ail about il. Hugh and ah. were pllhtod te
esoh other ;-what ahould ah. do, ah. vasum»
terrifiod I I calmedlier, told liea I vau happy
for lier saké, and undertok-yes 1 even did that
too-to smooth matturs with oui demifiaer ami
mother.atin teanoioei

IXot that therewusyhntemot vr
The gentleman wau quit. 6',eligible;-,»there vwu
Do oDe providod with a reason againat the
match ; and thore wua*s o 0, noe"evt-
ment, no romance about the saffai a IL.Only,
there vas t. bi smrede"Y. Hugh had bien
plaoed in the office cf one of our greatest Mont-
rouI lawyors, and shown higli promis of dis-
tinction. But ho had Dot eamned the robe vhicli
wonld alons make him visible, theti. OMWa
sys, and Iil thon our failier could mot ne lie
propriety of hie marniage t. oui Phemie. And
no of the two families for atime,-

Âloug th. cooloqu«teard val. of 11,
They kspt the nolabesa tenor et thair way.u

At the beginning cf the yoar 1864, thée great
var vhich lad demolated n ,many.fairfiad m

bugtanguisi te n my.home. of our neigli.
buigcousins, wua tlragi-.While au.

merous viciories had bien gaino by tie Union
mimies, thori vas stili. groat anxiety among the
loyal States, and it wu felt that groater o=bit
thau ever muai bo emphoyod before the contait
couli be terniinated by their fihal succesa. Ât

-theismmi urne île-sentiment in faveur cf their
cause lad bicorne strong among ourulve.. Tie
abolition of slavery ne, doubi added te this fiel.
in"-t ail evontes there vire nameroua youug
mon in ile Province vlhonged t. ideiify
themnîlves vith the struggle for fiees institu..

\ tiens, and arnong the.. vas Hugli. How ht
- caine about Do one could quit.e sccuratelym

thougli I had rMy ovn tuglito upoathe M
jeci. Ho uaid lie vmnted nmre relief frin hegal
drudgery, and ortainlyho did spare le tizn
viii us. Then bis Mliwvas ontilkafly, vii..

h.did eoame te the hos, about poulies upon
vhat lie calli-d the grand acala. l'iambe dl

not app rto emter into hifee«Une and rathort
lauiat i hm than othervus Ile. t1"ha

ther wee aoreaualytlily ix isasiva word t ihs hatestad n n hqb
--a sorn.ibag violi evon nov I Lardly auie- *ochabd ai lier manner, and, Indeed,- dii met
stand. Sei ah. vas moi, yet lier snsemOcf li m .Wlat ould the world be wftl
peasmaen vua sort of instinct. ILevbng ah. n eos o h ak fpicpo1To
vas, yet I doubi viiethor ah.tekaov thea h rw mad mort romiloma until.ve
me.ning of alf-saarflci. Passionate ah. neyer olalmettaerS taih«w
vas, but lier viii, obsti-
macy, lima klnd judgia
veuld vrongly coeli ,
boni thonsoWho eppcaed
lier dovn. At al avents
mlii grev te love Hugli.
That is certain. She did
love him. itvas I alone
vho found it oui irai,
meir amn1Iahared te amy
liov or vhy. Love honeat,
tino love la Dot a thinu
to e boahamed cf; anâ
viy shoald I conceal the
truth 1 Who vas harmed
if Ikpt my ownbourt
undor lock and key snd
nover told vhat vas ires.
sarod lieret 1don'tbe-
Hoeve in 4"Viola." Ihuthe
firsi place I haven't got a ~
1«damask cheek," and if
h had vould nover 1"lai
concealment, lk. a worm ,.

i' th' bud" feod on it.
h ocoald he aâent, and-
did. But I found lier .- ___

out. 1h amy found lber
out," becus-sàtilimliiue.$?

%vwu only keeping lier
secret svollai, wvIe slold be tue lust t. or in hà mid. Tha neult appNdu
îudgo lier for sn doing. bfmorel ong in hlia annoumeemeni that 0lien.

hî happened very simply. A atolen meeting tended " te have a lok ai a battle or ivo."1
wbîneaed by me only, and levers vovs ovo*- That vas hde vay of putting it. W. ail objected,
liardl, upon rny mohern word cf loueur vithout argued andiploaded. But te, no avail. lie
.itention. Having heard, liovever, h muai for vcald lisien te no oui, ami, viii a gayety t»e
ail our sales invite lier confidence, sud ilion ovidentlyasaumed, made bis preparatbons fo"
with bluahing face upon my briusae tohd me departure. Pliemi. vas hoari-broken, ofou»i.s


