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CHAPTER X V11
A FORMAL DECLARATIUN,

When Charles Freeman discovered that Clar
seriously loved hiwm, it became a mautter for
grave tnought how fur he should encourage such
atfection. It istrue that ke also loved, but he
had not so far lost his soul in affection as to
reduce the strength of his reason. e, therefore,
knew that to encourage even a speaking inter-
course with Clara would, in the esteem of some
persons, be suflicient in itself to expose him to
the scandal of being o fortune hunter,

This thought wounded his pride, for although
his patrimony was not lurie, it was equal to his
desires, and the thought of obtaining o wife for
her wealth, his soul revolted against. Never
before had he been discontented with his lot, nor
annoyed with the arrangement of society, but
now his heart rebelled, und it demanded all Lis
maoral force to restrain his feelings.

Had Charles Freeman moved in the same socinl
cirele, he would have at once avowed his affee-
tions, and solicited of Sir Harry the hand of his
duughter in marriage, but to doso in the posi-
tion gociety placed him, he knew would be o
subject himself to contempt, if not to insultand
abuse.

The dogma of a peculiar destiny for in-
dividuals, 'be it right or wrong, was nol con-
ceived without nn apparent cause, The incidents
forming the so-called accidents of life are fre-
quently but too lightly thought of, and are per-
mitted to pass on without the care of bestecing

on them s transient thoughit, yet iy wmany in- |

stauces they appear as an irresistible stream,

carrying persons forward without any excreise |
of valitian towand a position they never indulged

the hope of attaining.

The act was ouly common for Clara en that
fine afternoon to indulge 1 vquestrian exereis
8he was a good horse-woman ; her strength

character gave her that command over a harse
It ‘was likewise

the more tinid do not - possess,
perfectly natural that in the month of May she
should-chonse to ride down a green lane leading
fram the Priory, and rade iuviting by the wild
flowers of the season.  lura wight have chosen
another and smoother road. ’
The doings of Clars were vatural, nor were

those of Charles Freeman otherwise, for, having -

pursued kis customary walk, it wus but a com-
mon act for him to ascend the steps ent in the
face of the cliff that ke might take Yis homeward
walk’ by anether route.
them both was briuging them into the presence
of one another, but without knowing it.  Yet

that they should meet on that oecasion snsther ©

incident’ was required, for, naturally, Charles
Freeman would reach the top of the ofiff and
leave the place long before Clara would reach
the spot. " But the link which was to form an
event of importance in their history “appeared
in the person of a disbanded soldier, attended
by his dog.

The day being warm and the sollier weary

from his long warch toward his uative village, !

had seated himself ona heap of stones which
lay by the wayside. The saldier's dog, being

also weary, followed the example of his master,

This'wasthe condivion of the sobdicr amd his dog
when Clara’s attention was arrested by the
whistling of a goldfinch, as it leaped from spray
Ctospray of the prickly hedge which marked the
boundary of the  roud. :

attendanceé on Clara.  The horsa she was at thet

time riding was. as free (rom vice and: timidity

Cawit was possible for ‘sucli a creature to be, and

ay” though n horse had never beeu other than'

propet in its behaviour.  But as she drew nigh
to the end of the lane where the disbanded

aoldier was still resting, the cur at his master's :

feet, aroused by the tramping of horse-hoofs on
the rond,; began to yelp and bark at the top of
his voice.
harse, and regardless of the cexertion made hy
its fair rider, (fnshed o at a furious apeed.

In vain’ it was “that Clara tried to” stop the
course of the frightened racer, and it was an

equally vain attempt on the part of the groom :

Jtotry to-overtake her. - The ¢reature disdained
“every effort to check. its raca or to -capture it,
and the closer: the proximity of the attendani,
the faster the horse flew,  The dlatter of the
" hoofs of the horse in pursnit did but stinulate
the runaway s reunwed exertion,
i The danger attending this wild ride of Clara

wag not so imminent did the horse but keepithe !

rondd. - She wag ngood horse-womnnn, and couhl

casily retain her seat until it had exhansted its’

strength in the nnoatural race it was running.
But should it take to the turf which skirted the

edge of the cliff, and was separated ‘only. from
the rond by a-low embankment, the chance of
her life being saved was not worth a moment's -
“thought.. Blinded by fear, or from the exeite:

nient of racing, it-was then moro than probable

Yet this conduct of ;

Ouly a groow was in |

The barking of the cur startled the ;

that the cresture might swerve from the straight
line, and plunge with its fair rider into the
depthy below,

Such an accident had occurred on that part of
the road (lara was now riding, and this lact
being known to her, retaining ber presence of
mind, she tried by gentle words to soothe the
disturbed feelings of the ereature, aud by means
of » tight rein to keep its head from turning to-
ward the cliff.

Clara had now ridden two miles at the highest
speed the hurse could command, und in the hope
thiat the strength of the creature would soon be-
: tome exhansted, the feeling of danger was los-

tng its hold upon her mind, indeed, she con-
i sidered the danger to be past.  But that h arse,
when exeited, possessed an obstinate will of its
own, so that the very means she employed tfo
prevent an accident seamed suddenly to increase
the danger, for, regardless of all restraint, the
{ beast jeaped the embaukment, and sped along
| the elitf with increased rapidity.
¢ On seeing the danger to which his mistress
! was now exposed, the groom, who had been fol.
| lowing as fust as possible, shiicked with horror,
Pand, reining up his horse, sat paralyzed from
i very fear.  Every muscle in the man's body was
 fixed rigidly from apprehension, and he gazed
i ou the flying racer with the vacant stare of a
“ hopeless idiot, or with the meaningless look of
“adead man.  The horse, still running at the tap
¢ of his speed, and with foaming mouth and flanks
i sinoking, appeared as fresh as when it started
on itsmad race.  Mentally Claranow prayed for
- deliverance, and turned her beautiful counte-
" nance, so pale and troubled fromi a sense of the
dauger which threatened her, toward the blae
domie of heaven, imploring aid from the Pre.
server of men.
lgnorant of what was passing on the top of the
clitf, Charles Freeman lingered in his walk, nor
lid it quicken his pace that at the instant a
beautiful frizate in full sail appeared rounding
the Sonth Foreland, and standing in close to the
Hland.,  As the pallant vessel pursued her way,
; daueing over the wavelets, she. laid her broad-
- side to the clutfy and exposed her beautiful form
i fromi - her topmast to her hull, For a moment,
: a8 he stood looking at her, the wish arose in his
Ymind that he had followed the callitig of 4 sailer.
From Lis father he inherited the love of a sea-
{faring life, but subdued the passion that he
P might rewain ashore. To him, therefore, the
frigate appeared an object of great beanty, and
anxiouxly he watched fxcr conrse, until a jutting
“erigg on the face of the ¢hiff shut her ont from
cview. Being desirous to see again the gallant
frigate, he mounted the steps cut in the side of
- the precipice, and had once more caught sight of
~her whets the dull thud of horse-hoofs running
Cupon the grass fell ‘on his car. The sound
¢ startled him, and he exclaimed :
“1tis impossible that any person can be so
,mad as ta venture to ride on the narrow strip of
¢ grass which separates the road from this fearful
Cabyss 1" Urged by the curiesity excited by his
Lown suggestion, he hurried to the top of the
i cliffy and had scarcely mised his head above the
Jlevel, when the fearful sight burst upon him.
Bat a short distance from him - Clara was daxh.
“ipg aloug pale and trembling on the back of a
{ runaway herse. - Her light form, whieh appeared
sbut as the weight of a feather to that mad
“creature, had lost its equilibrium, aud was sway-
ing'to.and fro as though its next motion would
appear in being jerked from the saddle over the
side of the clift. Her lony, light hair, which
had broken loose, was now flying in streamers
behind her back, while the vacaut expression
; of her countenance told that consclousness was
fast. leaving hor,
-~ Horror filled the soul of Charles Freeman at
what he saw, bat how could he nect? What
“eonld be done under the circumstances to arrest
‘the creature 1 All that man could dare he wag
willing to risk to“save her life, although the
attewpt shounld destroy his own.  But there was
"o time to do anything, for the horse was upon
“him, and to attempt to seize the brilie might
enuse {he brute to start aside, and dashing over
{"the elill destroy  them both, or what he most
i feared, jerk Clara. from her seat to immediate
* destruction. S :
i Without appearing- to regard the presence of
the.man the horse came rushing on, and it was
‘pot-until within twenty yards of him that the
*erenture saw him, But immediately it beheld
him the horse stopped,—then turned, —darted,
C--took a leap,—and falling short, fell on its
side on the embankment. ~
i The life of Clara was saved..” The concussion
*produced: by the falling of the horse. threw her
}rom ‘her seat to the grass, while the brute
being” now ‘wearied by his long and frightful
ran, lay motionless where lic fell. " To pick up
thie  unconscious: Clara® was . the work of an
" instant, and then Charles- Freeman shouted for

‘my cennaciior and friend,
. have ever known can
TITLE

aid to some labourers at work in a distant field.
These comning, and procuring - for him water
from o spring close by, that he might apply

it as'a restorative, they proceeded to lift the’

horse, which beyond tremnbling from the excite-
ment of his mad race, was without injury.

Bending over the prostrate and senseless form
of Clara, Charles Freeman laved her face with the
cooling water, The refresliing application 8oon
produced signs of returning consciousness ; the
palor of her cheek soon yielded to renewed eir-
culation ; the bloom of her youth began to
return ; her lips quivered, and losing the pale-
ness of suspended animation again assumed
their coral aspect; her body became slightly
convulsed ; opening her eyes she looked wildly
around, and then resting them on him who still
bent over her, she whispered, * Where am 17
How came 1 here 3"

Being now . sufliciently restored to permit her
to converse, it became a matter of consideration
how she should return to the Priory.  But just
then the groom, who had in some measure re-
covered from his fright, came to the place where
Clara was, and Charles Freeman, who now took
upon himself to direct matte immediately
despatched him to obtain a carriage and a ser-
vaut, while one of the labourers led homs the
weary horse.

Matters being thus arranged, the two were
left alone on the border line of eternity.
The sun shone brilliantly on the waters of the
English Channel, and their sheen lighted up the
vast expanse with cheerfulness and beanty, the
chalk clifls being illuminated from the same
cause stood out as pale barriers to the mighty
Atlantie ; the growing crops in the adjicent
fields nodded their heads to the passing breeze
as though in reverent thankfuiness to Heaven
the wild thyme rerdered the air tragrant with
its delicious perfume ; all nature appeared us
being thanklul for the escape from death of
Lady Chillington ; and that celestial warbler,
the sky lark, as he mounted into the blue ether,
seemed 1o be pouring out a song of gratitnde ut
the very gate of heaven that a human being
had been spatched from the jaws of dostrue-
tion. An awkward silence fetlowed the depar-
ture of the men, which was quickly removed by
the overflowing thankfulness of Clara i Mntual
explanations being given as to the causos lead-
ing them to meéet the second time in the face
of danger, Clara continued,

¢ My dear sir, how can [ ever show my appre-
ciation of the services circumstances have en-
listed from you toward mysel{?”

* Clara,” Charles Freeman made answer, now
for the first time employing such a familiarity,
“ My thankfulness is that 1 cenld render you
the least assistance, although T am distressed
that you should again be exposed to danger.”’

This fréedom of expressivn filled the soul of
Clara with delight ; it seemed to throw down
the barrier of reserve over which her inune-
cent heart would have long before leaped in an
avowal of alfection, had not medesty forbede it
But not that he hisuself had cast it to the ground,
the way for more Duniliar interccurse seomed
open, and the incidents which led teo their
acquaintanee were tecited with pelizious rever-
ence.  To them both it appeared that having
twice saved the life of Ulara, these eveuts
should be construed into the fet that it wus the
will of Heaven that Charles Freeman should
become the guardian of the heiress of the Priovy.
This conclusion led 1o a Jdeciaration of reciprocal
affection.  But it was no seoner done than the
latter felt that he had placed himself in a fulse
position.  The thought of the ascident of his
birth entered his mind, and he felt that he was
deceiving himself and raising an illuston in the
soul of her he loved. That he shoald ever
obtain in marriage the hand of Clara Chillington
seemed to him an impossibility, and at this
thonght the shadaw of sorrow passed across his
eotnteuance,  He was wiliing ta endure 1o the
death for her happiness, but that barvier of
class, that fiction of society, which be knew 1w
be magnified into sueh propertions and strength
by Sir Harry, precluded the hope that he coubl
ever call her his own. This change of aspect was
quickly observed by Ulara, who permitting her
hand to be takenin his, looked into his face
with loving blue eyes, aud in the innocence of
her nature inquired of him the cause.

With a munly frankness he told her his
apprehensions, and the guiltiness] he felt in
encouraging an idea which' could  never be
realized. In silence she heard the regital of his
doutits and distress, and when he had finished
she smiled and replied. .

4 What iy the worth of rank and title to me?
But for the false notion of title ! sheuld have
Tiad a father to love me, amd a living inother as
] Al e sorvow: |
Yetiraced to that one word

Phis expression of fecling on the matter of
social -distinetion” removed in part the shadow
from his countenance, and raising her ‘hand he
pressed it to lis lips. - Again they vowed a
mutual, sedent and undying love,

The.earrisge haviag now arrived, although it
brought with it plenty of assistance, aud nmorg
the rest, old Alice, yet it was thonght necessary,
from ihe weak aud excited state of Clara, that
Charles’ Freemian should accompany the party
to the Priory. “ This would tru\_v be’ bringing

him to tread on forbidden ground, -and might
possibly be bearding the lon in his.den 1 but his
courage wns equal to any emiergeney that might
-arise, especially as a declaration of atfection had
been made between Clara and himsell. :

On _reaching - the Priory,” Charles Freeman
deélivered up hia charge in safoty, and then bade

D brother-in-law, Sir Geora

an adieu to. her he loved.- Tu'vain did Clara
urge upon him the use of the carriage ; he bad
more ‘thau one reason for refusing  her kind
offer, hononrable in themnselves, but such as her
guileless heart could not-know, and he there-
fore walked home by the way he had come.

( To be continued. )

srtronarescre e e by el ISttt

THE GLEANER. |
Paris ladies are agitating for woman suffrage.

Tue Prince of Wales and a select company
have left on a cruise in the -Prince’s yacht
Formosa.

LastT year 117,914 emigrants left the Mersey.
This is an increase of 46,7632 over 1878. v

DEAN STANLEY says it has been determinqd
to erect the monument to the late Prince Louis
Napoleon in Westminster Abbey, .

ExprRrTs estimate the losses of farmers in the
United Kingdora during 1879 at from £100,-
G00,000 to £150,000,000.

De. Corexso characterises as diabolical the
bBlowing up of caves where Secocoeni’s women
and children had taken refuge.

Vincinia has 676 coloured schools taught by
415 coloured teachiers.  The male tracher’s
salary averages 330 a month, the female's 324,

Tur Madrid Catholic papers hiave resolved
not to report cases of suictde, their belief being
that such reports suggest the commission of the
act.

Tur Duke of Connaught will continue to hold
the commnand of the Ist Battalion of the Rifle
irigade until the summer, when he will join
the statl of the army.

LITERARY.

Mz Rrskivis to lecture at the Royai In-
stitution, London, on 8t Patrick’s Day, wheo his sub.
jeet will be A Cantion to Snakes.”

Bells Lire in Lowelon has just changed hands,
and this old paperis now the property of two well-konwn
sporting journulists,

Mp. Tox Taveon thinks of resigning his
editorship of FPunsh, owing to the pressure of other work.
It is possibie thut Mr. Barouad wiit sueeesd him,

Tig undertaking to establish 2 Londen pub-
Hshing cowpany on the business of Chapman & Hall
has succeeded, and one of the first books it the new
beuse witl pabiiah i3 a fie of the e Mol i
of the Times of Londua, which has besn pre
» Dasent. It s annd
countaio many intereating jetiers fruin Lord Palmerston,

BRELOQUES POUR DAMES.
Ty wise man telleth his love, but the foolish
man writeth itin a letter, )
A SEALSKIN saeque is verv good in.a boase

where girls ure ail of vearly oune size. )

SWaASTED—A plain cook,”
vertisentent.

readds

an ad-
Wounder swhuse wifiz put that

i paper:
Tris world without woman —lovely weman—
wouid be Like 4 blank sheet'of paper—aot even ruled,
3o ves kape nothin® but dry gonds here 77
T " Then wiera will 1 be alber goin’

© Ves, mu'am.” T
for watered silk "

Tue young lady who can'peei a poaiato in five
sacenids is as usefol ns the youong woman who speaks five
laagudges and s vrpamental.

Maxy a man who has bren o neglizent hus-
hand decorates bis dead wite’s grave with flowers. Why
not take the bouquet howe Leforahand !

Cang drives the natls in our coflins; but what -
an feol Joily when his wife duily b s him a list
of meixhibmurs who bave gut twiee as nuny boagels as
she has, and their hasbands vot earning halt his salury.
Tueee's & great difference. between house-
keepiug aund boarding out.” satl Mr. Younzhusband :
“for whea | boarded oat 1 hiad to waii semetimes haif
nn hour for my disner, but pow I hava it just wiwen [

ean got it .

¢ 3paLt a husband keep his wife informed of
bis business affairs I asks an fovoesst, There is no
negessity,  Nhe will findout five times is wuach as be
kuow s himsell, withoat the teast trouble.

“Wyat is home without a wife 7' asks the
Yonkers Gazetze. - Itis the dining-room ia the parluor,
thie coal-bin in the Kitehen, the clean shirt in bidineg o
devot for soited clothes, o trysting piace fur divoresd
_é.u)}:).;in: s, oo smoking farnxee, s peivite pandemoniam, &
cavern of pmfuue rambiings, a Hnatie More,

A WesTERN artist has applied for a diveres
from Lis wite, one ot “his grievasees beiow thas shie sent
@ brokeu frying-pan to an art show, Whers some of his
pictures were un exhibition, swith'a St hat tha

batging cummit wouhl give it g positien s an ex-
amrle of the way in: wi Ae talented Mr, —— pro-

vided for his familv's necessities?”

A LITTLE - girl being -asked ou the first day
of school bow she liked her new tenchey, repliod: 1
do not like her; sheis jost as sancy o we as my
mother.” .

s$he wasmy iyl when T wooed,
My tdol wheu I won;
My ideal swhen, in after years,
Ways idle she bad vone. i

THEY are having' a warnmt time just now in
Kansas Sunday-schools, and the question umler. discus-
ston s whether the ‘boy who has fairly wen the prize
Pikie. by tearsing threa thousand eight bandred anid
sinty-seven verses in three months can e ruled off the
traek for pattiog furniture tacks and a’ wad of shoe
maker's wax in the superintendent’s ehair ?

Take her up tenderly,
Fashioned so stenderly,
Young and so fair;
Handle wer carefully
Talk to her prayertully-—
She's cross as u bear,

 Father is Getting Well. .
My daughters say, * How much-better father
is since he uséd Hop:Bitters 1" He is geiting
well after. his long suffering from . diseaso
declared incurable, and we are so glad thath
used vour Bitters,—a lady of Rocliester, N Y




