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Our lady readers are invited to contribute (o (his’

department.

(Written for the Canadian tustrated: News.)
A SCHOOL GIRL’S TROUBLES.

’ rosident, frionds. of * Ignorsnco Lune,”
i.:ld:rnva a few thoughta to till up wy brain,
No mntter hnw few, ['ll gladly recuve, .
For my troubles are gronter than you ¢an cunosive,

nany a day I've hopefuliy tried
g‘grclollec); my pour thoughts whlf:h soown youttered so

o
But, n‘::na | ’they elude o, and gront are iy fears
That at last ‘il bo drowued in wy own bitter teuwrs.

ns quite beart-ronding. when ['m 80 ambitious,
’Irth':toi-‘:tg. stern_Fato, shoutd bestill unprupitious;
Whatever [ do, it all ends in this, e
+ "Tis useoluss to try, you'll bo alwuys in bliva.

Oh, listen, kind frionds, to 1ny end, sud story,
I'it try to be brief, leut{our putionce [ worry,
And it your symputhy [ nuw ean insure, .

I trust to tind vut sowmoe mothod of cure.

When quito n yvung girl, Lwas sent hereto nchool,
And h:?vu always sought kuowledge Ly u very good

rule— .
You'll agreo with mohere—" If you study and strive,
At the top of tho ladder you'll surely arrive.

But though I am ziriving, no sikns of success,

Not « bright, brilliant thought comes my lone heart
to bless. =~ .

And ['in often inclined to make bitter retort ,

When I ought to be silent,—becsuse L've no **Forte,”

Qan'music 1 thought to turn iy attention, .
And master Gottschatk's most brillinnt inventiva;
But my style wns a junble, and sll was so Aat, N
That I said with asigh, **my forte’s not in that,

Mathomatics, Freuch, Logie, I can’t comprehond,

Towards Goology or Chemistry wy mind does not
tend.

Rhotorical Essay¢are not tomy taste,

To pursue the * Fine Arts,"—ol time seoms a waste.

Now. I've told you my troubles, and ask you but ooce,
Is it your candid opinion I'll bealioans 8 Dunce?
Bince I'm still minus koowledge, though I bave a
good rule, )
Do you think it advisable thatI shouldleave school ?

Now, kiad loving friends, if for o you've acare,
Just forward advico and what thoughts you can
BpATC.
I'l gladly receivo, and post them to Fame,
Please addresa 23, ** lenorance Lane.”
“Paveue.”

PARISIAN BONNETS AND COlFFURES.

Very few bounets are mude with stitT crowns,
that 1s to sy, the materinl §s not stretehed
closely over the shape.  Bounets are very high,
and ;mwh trimmed with flowers, luces, and

fesithers: at the back there wre streamers of

ribbon, lnce, lappets, and flowers on tlextble
stems.  For theatres or carrlage wear there is
nothing prettier thin a pale blue velvet bonnet,
with n blue velvet searf, astened with a round
peari buckle, a pale rose above the buekle, und
in front s diwdem of gathered blue fuiite  strings
also of fallle. A rathier stylish bounet, enlled
the Castetlan, iy inade of blick China ercpe,
over a stiff feundatiou; China eripe coronet,
mixed with lnee, wnd st one side of the coronet
beneath the lnce u series of pink and purple
rose buds: Chinn eripe luppets, edged with
Ince.  Felt huds of the Rubens form wre much
liked. wne made of marcon felt, by MM, Al
bert snd  Leroy, was exceediugly  pretty. It
had w round crown, and the wide brim wis
triimmed up st one side, fod Hned with marron
velvel; u pluiting of bine fmilte encireled the
instde, At one stde thers wis o bow ofinarron
velvet, cut from the plece, the loops were lined
with blue faille, nnd the puinted ends Gistened
50 a8 1o stand uprights 1wo pheassants’ feathers
cominenced at the bow and fell overthe crown,
There 1x genernily a mixture of colours on ull
fashionuble bonnets, sl very ecceentric mix-
tures too, such as marine blue, sky blue, and a
small tame-coloured feather, allon one bonnet ;
pale green and bronze, prune, and straw-cotour,
&c., &¢. There 15 no doubt but that bonnets
and hats ure very grotesqueat the present time
but we usxk ourselves what they witl be when
the revolution in hatr-dressing really tunkes
place—when we return definitely to the fashions
of 1530, with its high coyues massed on the top
of the heand, lenving the nkpe of the neck des-
titute of chignon or any other appendage ?

The Castilinn ar Milanese comb 18 now ko
populur that very fow young lndiex appear in
full dress without one. 1t s sometines pliced
at the side, above o pyrumid of curls and tor-
sudes.  The halr is worn higher than ever, and
the head-dresses are simall, comine with n slight
point in front and u poufl at the stde.  For ex-
ample, a homd-dross of Parma violets, with a
whita eamellin, surrounded with white thorn,
and a small tuft of thorns en aigretie; n wroath
of blue periwinkles, with a tuft of tea-roses
and & ealmon-coloured algrotte.—Paris Corres-
porudenoe of the ¥ Queen.”

ORNAMENT IN DRESS

Probably nothing that Is not useful is {n any
bigh sense boautiful, At least {t.will bo almost
universaily seon in the matter of dross that
where an effect Is bad it Is an artifeinl or: fulso
effect, and vies versa. - A trimming that has no
raison d'dtre s ganerally ungraceful. . A pen-
dont jowo! simply sewn to w foundation where
it noither holds up nor clasps together any part
of the dress, usually looks suparfiuous, as it is.
Abova all, bows (which arg literally nothing but
strings tied togother) stuck about when ihore is
ha possi LIty of thelr fktening two parts, al.
maost always appoar ridiculous; when neoded
for k. mare ornament, a rosotte should he usad,
which pretends to bo nothing olse. In tho mak.

ing of drosevs, linos onding vowbore, and pow -

- how, aro often apparont, and never fall to annoy

tho eye. The outlines of bonnets are conspieu-
ous instunces of this mistake. ‘There s no art
tnstinet, and but little of the pleturesquo ele-
ment, in a nation who are Indiflerent Lo theso
things, and whose eye does not lnstinctively
demand a meaning and s token in everything,
In architecture do wo not immedlately detect
and condemn & plilar that, resting on nothing,
appears to support o heavy mass of masonry;
an arch that 18 gummed azainst and not built
into a wall, unsupported, and, therefore, In an
impossible positlon; or u balcony that hus
neither buse nor motive, unsupported and sup-
porting nothing?  And these things are not
seldom seen on the (ronts of our more decoru-
tive buildings, where the ignorant architect,
knowing the whole thing to be wshain, the bal-
conies of plaster, the carvings cement, the lin-
told tietitlous, the pillars hollow, torgets that the
forms he borrows were mentit for ase, and not
merely for show,  Mr. Ruskin has presched o
us the motive of all god art @ 8ir Churles Eust-
lake and others have taught us the practical
dungers of debused art, atal we muy ut once see
how principles that ure bad in one place are
also bad In auother.  The uncultured dress-
maker, only longing for novelty, fnvents forins
of attire that would b linpossible were dress
less utterly srtiniclul than 1t Is, and this ts hadr
the cause of ovur universul IHolressing. Nu
fushion or form cun leave the wmind without o
Jar that Is not where it Is because hndispeusabie
there. Whether iU occurs in u house or in o
gown, the principle must be the snme.  One of
the rensons why peasants, ishwives, aund such
folk look plcturesque beaulifui even in
thoir ragy, whatever be the mixtare of colour or
arrungement of form—so much more bewutiful
than fashinnable people look, even when they
try (o imitate the sishwife—in, I think, the
motive apparent {n everything they wear. The
bhright Kerchief that covers the peasant's shoul-
ders is 20 much better than u bodice trimmed
in the form of a kerchiel.  The outer dress that
renlly covers an under-dress fully and fuirly is
£0 much more satisfactory than one which only
pretends to do so, and betrays its own decelt at
the clbows, or the wrists, or behind, or in some
other unexpected place. Anything that looks
useful und is artifictnd tn bad, and the more ob-
viously artiticlal « thing is, the worse It must
slwuys Le. A howd that I8 at once seen to be
incapable of going over the head; something
that looks like & tunic in one pluee, el in an-
other Is seen o have 1o lawfml habitation, nor
# name; a fwise apron, a festoon that looks as
though it had fullen secidentally upon the skirt,
when by no pussible menns except glue or tree-
levant pius could §t stay there; a veil thut you
at once perceive s never meant to descend
over the face, but 18 tacked to the top of the
head {n an exasperating muanner; heavy lup-
pets, that fnstead of belong the naturd terimnina-
rion 6f something else, hung meaningless and
mutiluted ; slashes that wre sewn upon the
sleeve Instead of brenking through {t; and other
things of the same kind-~they leave the ove
unsatistied, discontented, often disizusted, —Saint
Paul's,

T
EER

HAIR-DRESSING IN CHINAL

Tbe Graphic says @ < The Chinese hawdy, in
camtmon with all her sisters of whintever ¢lime
or colonr, makes the mosat of her long trosses
and wollet, Her co{ffure virtes in the duferent
provinees of the empire, It is wlways, however,
modest, wstefal, und strictly modeilod after the
rulex of propriety and fashion, which have un-
dergone ttle or no change for centuries,  Une
married - women of Chinn can always be distin-
guished from matrons, as the halr s allowed to
full over the back In long tresses or in the form
of & quene, or catizht up at the back ina stiple
bow, fistened with silk cord.  In Canson i
tkes the form of ® pleated tail wl the back,
and o fringe of halr over the forehend,  Arter
marriage it is taken up, and dressed into the
fortn of u texnpot, having its handle above the
head.  In Swatow it Is made 10 resemble o bird
resting on the crown of the hewd, or of a horn
bent backwards, and rising from the back of
the head.  The Manchu or Turtur muatron parts
her hair in frong, as our ladies do: while the
back hair {8 done up in a huge baw adorned
with flowers  There are cortaln head-dresses
worn only by women of rank, necording to the
rules latd down by the Board of Rites and Core-
monies of Peking., These hend-dresses aro also
worn by women of the lJower orders on oceasinns
of marringe, ¢, When the halr becomes short
or thin, a complete wlg or chignon may be
bought foc o trifle,  Hair dyes are unknown,
and not required, as tha hadr of all is <traight
and uniformiy baeck, nnd groy only with ox-
treme olld age. The new dye for transforming
ruven into golden locks has not been intro-
duced ; nor would it take, a8 we Suppose the
yellow belle of China dare nnt aifeet (assuming
that she wonld not esteem it an inveation. of
the ilavil to rob hor of her eharms) the fair hair
of the blonde, under tho penalty of bhelng at
once suppressed and sat upon by the august
Bourd of Peking already noticed. Cosmeties
are in common use all over the empire, Ladics
who have any pretensions to rank, or even re-
spoctabilify, paint thelr faces—arst lnying on a
white ground of ine chalk, nnd finishing with
a- patch of red on each cheek, and a spot of
vermiljon on the under Iip, which In England
at this season boneath the mistlotoo would leave
a decided impresston,”

Theadvaoeates of Woman's Rights nre making
soma glgantic strides tawards tho converslon of
Eogland to thele views, During the past year
the number of constittencles in favour of the
cause has risen from 125 to 141 the number of
petitions has heen trobled, while the total num.
ber of slgnaturas has boou noarly doublod, rising
Qom 157,000 o 334,000

From Washington we learn that the decree
has gone out from the Whits House that high
walsts shall be worn, Miss Grundy writes to
the World of New Year's recoptions: o Mrs,
Grant und her daughter und thelr assistants
wisely set the exumnple of wearlnz bigh waists.
Nothing can be in worse taste, to sy the least
of I, than wearing low dresses when i promis-
cuous crowd i3 to bi recelved, This cholee of
dress Is the more pralseworthy in the Presi-
dent’s wife and daughter in that vanity had no
part or lot In §t, for both ladles have exception-
ubly beautiful hands, wrms and necks.”

An English contemporary says: ¢ Certain
aristocratic ludles of the West-end of London,
who aro devotees of Kitualism, have found for
themselves o new employment, which huy the
recommendation of being hexithful ta its in-
luence, They cunnot brook the idea of their
sacred edifice being cleaned out by the hands of
hireling menials, and they have formed them-
selves Into o soelety ealled «The Pheebes,! the
members of which aro solemnly pledged to do
this work of clenning theraselves.  Lavties of
the highest runk tiake their turn of polishing
the tiled floors, blackleading the stove, ©yveep-
fug out the pews, und beating the hassocks, and
burnishing the brass candiestieks and other
paraphernalin of Ritualism, Some of the ladles
commpliain that the work s harder than they
expected, and {t is not thought thelr devotion
will sastaln the:n long o thelr sclf-imposed
labours,

Another rom s nee hias recently been exploded,
Mr. John M. Francis, editor of the Troy I'imes,
sod al present minister o Greeee, wiere he
has becotne the especial guide, philosopher, and
friend of the king, his utterly extinguished the
story about the Mald of Athens, and that the
said mald Is now an old woman {tn want, When
the bit of poetry which created her was writ-
ten, Byron was hoarding with a Mrs, Macri, and
left these few famous Hoes bebind with other
seraps when he left the house. They were en-
tirely tmmaginary so far #s the heroine is con-
cerned, and were only preserved by the fumily
#3 4 memento of thelr afterward distinguished
boarder.  Subsequentty the daughter of Mrs.
Macri—at the time the verses were written a
girl of ten yeurs—becume assoclated with the
verses us ¢ Zoe,” but without reason therefor
other than the tmagzination of those curtous in
Byronie legend.

A correspondent of the Queen gives a really
usetu! hiat on the on ol old Kid gloves,
With these despised east-n-was beautiful little
boots and shoes for bablies may be made by
following the directions given, The gloves
must be perfect, and in colours 1o mateh, say
pink with black or white, two shades of grey,

two of lavender, or primrose and pink; of
course, Lack and white do with any other
colour,  Cut i good pattern of ¢ither boot or

shoe in <l paper, cover this with taonel for
the: inxide ; the vamip (or front) of them can be
cut oat of the hand of two pairs, juined vandyke
across the foot; cut all the Angers and back
into even strips, binding each strip with ribbon,
snd seam neatly wgether to shape; the ribbon
used {s extremely narrow, without edge called
aprulioon.” [ bave bought {t at a penny the
yard, sometimes elevenpence u dozen, at other
times I have given three haif-pence the $ard.
Stitching the ribbonmakes it lay tut and even ;
the holes to laee the boot being worked like
cmbroldery, with sewlng sk to mateh the
rihbon; the shoes Tasten with straps; the top
and front are Wmund with ribbon., For a very
younye haby the soles ceut out by « shoej will be
sirong enongli of candboand, covered both sides
with fluntel, binding the edge of the sole with
ribbon to mateh, and seitin nently to the top,
if for a baby walking, the sol s must be made
of bustl; for a fow pence o currier will sell ban-
dles of ltttte seraps of this lewther, which needs
no covering, bat bimding and stitebhing fn. I
have kpown the little boots tuke three pairs of
sloves, sometimes only two, anid when well
made there is nothing prettier. A mother can
embroider and braid them in all colours, and
give her s little trot™ a pair of boots or shoes to
maateh every dress.

The Coustantinople correspondent of the
Loundon Feho, writing on Decemnber 28, suys:
“ [ have already mentioned the marriage of the
Princess Nuzle, daughter of Mustapha-Pacha,
o Khatil-Paeha,  Your readers mnay be inter-
ested on knowing that on the arrivid of the
bride st her hasband's palace, she was attired
i & Fronch bridal costame of white silk, trim-
med with orange lowers. Her wreath of the
saamie biossoms was surmounted by a diadem
of brilliants, and & long vell of tulle illusfon felt
partly before and partly behind her head. It
wis her own cholen 1o be dressed in this fashion:
Turkish briles atways wearing o rose-colonred
dress, embroidered witheold,  Another strange
fnnovation on established costom  was that
Khalil-Pacha gave his arm o the Princess,
She eame in a earringe, with elosed white satin
curtnins, the coachman and English iootmen
wore white wedding rfavours on thelr hreasts;
two Mamelouks on horseback preceded the
vortege, and eunnehs rode beside the windows,
The relations and the suite of the bride followed
in forty coaches, also accompanied by Mame-
louks and eunuchs, At noon a table of 100
ecovers was placed for the nssembled  guests,
The Princess rotred into her boudoir and
changed her Parisian costume for a Turkish
dress of pink velvet, aimost covered with gold
embroidory, but st wearing her wreath of
orange flowers and dindem of brilllants, The
ladies honored by admission te hoer prosence
doseribe her as dazzling them with her youth
and beauty, remarkablo for her aleganece and
refinemont, and sparkling with priceless jewals,
Lot us hope the gradunl upsetting of silly old
prejudices among the Turks, and the adoption
of some European customs, will lead to the
botier aducitlon and greater frosdom of Eastern
ladios.” )

ews of the Werk.

Tie DoMINION.—All the officluls coneerned
in the St. John (N,B.) custom house irregulari-
ties hauve been dismissed.-- Dr. Robitallle
hay been appolnted o member of the Privy
Council and Recelver Generul in the place of
Mr. Chupals, resigpued.———There have heen
heavy snow storms in the Lower Provinces,
wnd the trains are greatly delayed, The
Halitax election tukes place on the 18th inst,
and the nomination oo the Hth, The Pro-
visionul Dircetors of the C. P LR, have been
appointed.

UNITED STaTEs~—Philadelphia is preparing
for the centental celebration.. In the Mas-
suchusetts House of Representatives a bill to
prohibit the sule of malt liguors his been or-
dered for o thlrd resding, - Laury Fair has
bBeen lecturing in a Sacramento lager beer sa.
loon. ——There hive beeir heavyy snow storms
on Lhe llue of the Central Pacifie Railway, In
some  places the drifts are sinteen feet deep.
The Comiaicier of the Detroit Board of
Trade gepaort thd tiae campistion of the tunnel
under the river is doubtiui, vwing to the un.
fuvourable condition of the soil through which
it must passg, ~——=The Madoc Indians made
an attaek on the U, 8. canp on the 25th ult,
and were repulsad with some loss, ————Tweed's
trial ciune up on Friday last, but the jury were
unable to agree and were discharged.
Three wealthy Cuban planters now residing in
New Yorg, who have beencited by the Captain
General to appear und stand their trial under
pain of confiscation of their property, will ap-
peal to the United States to protect their righty,
being citizens of that ecountry, ———Prellmin-
arv steps have been taken by the Ameriean
otficers who served during the war tu erecta
monument to the wmemory of Gen. Mead.

GREAT BritatN.—~The Tichborne claimant
has entered into recognizances iu the sum of
32,000 vo appear before the Court of (Qieen’s
Beneh and answer a charge of cantempt for
certain utterances in o recent speech it Brigh-
ton, Prince Napoleon disavows wil the
respoasibility for the receul newspuper an-
nouncement of his views {n resard to the future
palicy of thie Bonapurte tanily, ———The Chan-
c¢etlor of the Exchequer has again deelinzd lo
entertain any proposition for the repeal of the
malt tix.— It isreported that the Awnerican
bunkers of London loaned Napoleon £:200,000
to fucilitate the Coup d” Etat he was medltating,
and that since his death the money has been
returned to them, The ex-Fiapress Eugenie
has dechled o leave Chiselhurst.  She will
iitke up her residence in some other part of the
kingdom.e——-Her Mujesty bhas  subseribed
Lzud to the fund in ald of the survivors of the
s Northileot ™ disaster, A despateh from
Geneva says the Rev, Dr, Pasey 15 bettor, ——
The steamner which collided with the emigrant
ship o Northileot ™ has wrived at Cadiz, guin-
jured. Nbe was goiug to Lisbon, where she has
touched since the aceident, but was signatled to
sheer ofl) as her oflicers would be delivered to
the Englistauthorities undar the existing ex-
tradition treaty.  An enquiry will beinstitnted
into the case at Cadiz. A London despateh
siys - it I8 probable that the present tolls on
despatehies by Atluntic cable will soou be re-
duced.

TraNcE—The nal protocol of the Treaty of
Commerce  with Greal Dritaln was signed on
the 29th ult, Une hundred and twenty-
two adlesed Tnternationatists leive been arrested
nt Montuarire, Ttis stiated that the union
of the Orleanists and Bonrbonists Is eomnplete.

GERMANY.-The Admiralty have decided to
buaild no more large trou-eiads w1 present, but
to strengthen the eoust defences by a number
of moniturs and wrpedoes,

AUSTIIA--1T §2 snid that the Prinee of Wales,
the Emperor of Germany, the Czar, and the
Simh of Persig, witl visit the Vienna Exhibi-
tion.

ITany.—It is said thut the Pove s stated
that e would leave Roine if the establishments
of hewds of religious orders were snppressed by
the Halian Government, A Royal decree
waus promulgated whereby the Stide tukes pos-
session tormally of sixteen eonvents in Rome.
A siight eruption from Meount Vesuvius
s been in progress daring the st few days,
No dammece has heen doae, but the residents of
the villages at the 100t of the vuieuio are gret-
Iy shoermed,

SPAIN,—The Qieon hus given birth to a boy.,
The Carlists have unilergone several de.
feat=, This has muds omost fmvourable in-
yiresston, atd many o the jusurgents have laid
down thetr armes sad vetvrned home,

PontruaL.—The Dowager fnpress of Drazt
i~ dead.

SWEDEN—The now King of Swedon, Gsear
X1, witl be erowned on the 218t May,

AFRICA,—The Iatest news from v Living-
stone is 1o tho 25th September, o had re-
ceived the goods sent 1o i by Stanley, and
had gone on a final exploragion, - SirBartle
Frere arrived at Zanzibar on the 12th ult, He
goes to the const of Afriea, and will penetrate
some distanen into the interior.

MEXIt.—The Mexteo and Vera Cruz R. R.
hax been finished. .

CUnA.—It appears, by a census just taken,
that the number of slaves in Caba i~ 269,000

SANDWICH ISLANDS — Pritice Wiltlum, of
Honoluly, has bean olected Kiny, The election
was held on New Year's diay, atter the endorse-
ment of the Prince by it mnjority of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

Dr. Colby's Pills are approved by all Physl-
clans who bavo seen the jarmula.




