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if the priests were withdravn fron poli-
tiets lie would tirow up his seat in Par-
liaieut and leave Ihe count-y, and ho
did so. He did se undetr the belief that
yeu could 110 more sway the peasaitry
ngainst the exterminating landlords in
1855 without the aid of the priests thîanî
you could] have raised the Highland
claus a century earlier without the hclp
of their- cliefs. In his fiirewell address
he (Sir Charles) remcmnbered lie had
used a phrase which had beeon misquoted
a hundred tine since. He said, " You
mnight as well appeal to a corpse in a
dissecting room to rise and walk as ap-
peal to the Irish peasanrîtry to combine
and aet without tlcir clergy." This
haci beon distorted and constanîtly cited
as if lie lad said that " i-claid vas as
dead as a corise on a dissectiig table."
Now lie hated controversy and did tiot
think it worth while coitracicting ithe
mnisstatenent. Before he left the louse
of Commas the party of fifty liad been
reduced te five by desertion inside and
outside Parliament.

I cnquii-el if he had gone into polities
at once in Australia.

He replied in the negative anîd said
his intention originally w'as te practise
as a barrister and refrain from colonial
politics, and lie did so for a time. But
the now constitution was comiing into
force, he was offered a seat in the first
Parliaieniit under it, becamne a mnember
of the first govern-ment created by the
will of the people, and thus bec-aune
committed te a public carcer. The sys-
tom of goveruinmient in Australia Sir
Chales described as the freest in the
vo-ld. Whien a refori connended it-
self te the people it vvas imediately
carreid into effect. All public oflices
'were filled at the discretion of ministers
enjoying the confidence of the comu-
nity. The Governnent of England or
even the Queen could net appoint ci re-
move evei a pcliconan in Australia.
She appointed the governor as hler in-
mediate agent oî- represontative, but ne
one else. Australia- was one of the
mos4t prosperous counties il the world,
and lie rejoiced -te say that nowhere,
not even in the United States, was thore
so large a proportion of lirishnen? who
were lanced proprietors or in good pro-
fessional and industrial positions.

I enquired if it vas because Irishmen

voi-e a maijoi-ity of th population tliat
TI-isli statesmeii wo- so sicccssfuil in
Aiustralia.

le said tuat the Irish, se fat- frein
beiig a imajority, only aimoun ted to a
fourth or fifth of the population, aid
there was actully a simalcle proportion
of I-islh in the parliamaent thero than in.
the British louise of Commons. But.
mon hioe emvlîcigratec generally got thir
prejjudices rubbed oil, and a population
chiefly Englisl ad Scotch allowed
Catholics te attaiin to office in Aistralia
whiclh ic wisdom i virtiie apparnoitly
would enable tiem te ieach in England,
whoro therc hiad not been a Catholic
prime minister or speaker since the
time of the Tudors.

1 asked him his opinion in regard te
the existing division among the Homo
Rulers, but lie said lie had refraiiied
froi mnixinîg ii persona:il coItr-over-sics
in Il-cland for more thai tw-enty years,
cvenî when lis owi nain or condnt was
iii dispute, and lie intended te persevero
in ti saine course.

t cnquired whlethlr le toght tho
Gladstone administration thon in courso
of formation would be useful to Ireland.

lis reply was tlat if a mai orgni us
and courage like MIr. Gladstone could
n)ot carry practical reforms it was vain
tc hope that any one clso could. But
for the individual will of Mir. Gladstone
the Irish Churcih ostablishment wouhl
be still in full operatioi, and the Irish
tenantry in thi-cCe provinces bare of all
dofence against n unjust laidlords.

I suggested that the Irish had not
shown theiselves overgrateful foi these
services.

le said there was soie truth in tihat
charge, but pe-Iaps only a half truth.
It weas hopoloss te expet mcii te bo on-
thiusiastic ovr imiipo-rcet justice, and
the Englîsli people woild net stffer
Irish questions to be settled fai-ly. The
disestablisliment voild have forned a
toinporary theme for a satirist liko the
autlior of "Gullivoi-'s Ti-avels." Religious
equaiity vas proclained, and it was es-
talilishecd by giving o party ail the
ehurches, all the globes, and the bulk of
the fund by way of compensation, and
when the othe- party askzcd a single
ruined church, dear te thei froim his-
toric associations, the House of Lords
threw out the bill which granted the


