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[All matter intended for this column should bo addressed
to E. C. Ford, Port Willlams, Kings County, N. 8. Questfons
touching the meaning of reriptures will bo'gladly received.i
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Qoks, 1.—In Eph, ii:3 we are taught that moen
by nature are childeon of wrath, This being so,
why are not the infants who are also children
of nature, children of wrath?

2.—In the parable of the prodigal son, Luke xv,
what does the eldor son represent ?

AN AGED SISTER.

ANs,—According to Dr. McKnight and others
the word hero rendered nature *significs one’s
birth and education.” (Gal. ii:16) Also, *“ men's
natural reason angd conscience,” (Rom ii:14.) Also,
a ** disposition, formed by custom, and habit Thus
the Ephesians had become the children cf wrath,
not becanse thoy were born such, but because of
the disposition thoy had formed by their sinful
habits, which became a kind of *‘second nature.”
To this stato of mind Paul rofers to when ha says,
‘““And you did He quicken, whon yo were dead
through your trespasses and sins, wherein afore.
timo yo walked according to the cvurse of this
world, accordiug to the prince of the power of the
air, of the spirit that now werketh in tho sons of
disohedionce; among whom we all once lived in
the lusts of the flesh, doing the desires of the
flesh, and of tho mind, and were by nature children
of wrath, even as the rest.” R. V.,

Nothing of this kind can be said of infants.
They have never transgressed God’s law. They
have never been ¢ alienated and cnemies in their
minds by wicked works;” nor has * tho spirit that
vorks in the sons of disobedience’ ever worked
in them. But rathor of these tho Saviour says:
¢ Of such is the Kingdom of heaven.”

2.—1In the first and second verses of this fifteenth
chapter of Luke wo have the key to all parables
spoken on this occasion. The two clasges to whom
theso parablés are spoken are the publicans and
sinners, who had gathered to hear our Lord speak,
and the Pharisees and scribes who murmured be-
cause He received them, and ate with them. [t
would appear from this that while the predigal, or
younger son represents the first class, the publicans
and sinners, the elder son represents the <econd
clags, the Pharisces and scribes. Whatover other
lessons may bo gotton outof this parable, these two
classes must not be lost sight of.

Rligcellaneons,

MULTITUDINOUS NAMEN,

In studying the genosis and progresa of the Freo
Communion sentiment, in connestion with im-
mersion, one is struck with the great variety of
names and also the shifting of names. The firgy
incarnation of this cause was a church by Benjamin
Randall in New Durham, N. H., 1780. He had
been a Congrogationalist and then for conscionce a
Baptist. As a preacher, he preached free salvation
as ho understuod the Bible. This implied man’s
respousibility, o freedom of the will to accept or
rejoct God's pardon to the rebel sinner., This was
contrary to the accepted theology of the times, o
merely softened fatality which permitted man to
rejoive in being predestinate to hell forever for the
glory of God, *‘If Gol wants you couverted,”
said this theologue, *‘ He will convert you without
any worry of your own, and if He does not want
you gonvarted, worry is all useless,”

When Bible truth came to bo poured over the
proud flesh of this Antinomianism, thore came a
conaciousness of thoe wounds of sinners, and a
mighty cry went up: ‘“God be merciful to mo a
sinner.” This, of course, was disorder, and Ran-
dall was disowned and callod by various names

whioh, it was supposed, would prevent tho con-
vorsion of sinners undor his preaching. DBut the
Cause grow.

Before twenty years passed thove were at least
2,000 people gathered into various orgsnizations,
thirty preachers and fifty-ono churches, Yot this
people had no distincetivo name. Most of the
ministers, like Randall, had been Baptists, and
still held themsolves as such, whatevor others may
call them, as ‘‘General Provisioners,” *¢Free-
willers,” ‘¢ Randallites,” ¢ New Lights,” ** Open
Communists.”” They spoke of themselves as ** the
Community,” ¢ tho Churches,” ¢ the Ministry ” of
the poople, the Church of Ohrist. There were two
points about which the names from tho mouths of
others clustered: Freewill and Free Communion,

Free Buptist, that is, free communion Im-
morsionists, have in the Provinces different names,
a8 they have in the United States: Tho Free
Christian Baptists of tho Province of Now Bruns-
wick, 10,777; Freo Baptists, Nova Scotia, 3,415.
These contributo to our Foreign Mission Board
over $1,000 aanually.  All of these bodies, there as
woll as in the United States, aro tonding to the
name Freo Baptist, besides which name there exists
other fragments of the same people in the U. S.
*¢ Original Free Will Baptists,” of North Carolina;
Treo Will Baptist Association, The General Bap-
tists, Soparate Baptists, United Baptists and Freo
Christian Baptists, amounting in all to ovor 170,000.
The largest consolidatod body (in the United
States) is 82,600. All these of various names, it is
helieved, will bo at no distant duy in one crganiza-
tion under the name of Free Baptist. At least
this is my hope.

The Disciples by their fight to keop rid of the
name ‘‘ Campbeliites,” know what our fathers had
to go through in resisting the namo *¢ Randallites.”
Randall and his associates resisted for twenty-five
yeoars all names but Bible names. Thoy spoke of
thomselves as the Church of Christ, ** Bvery
church,” aaid one of them, whoso writinge have
come down to us, ‘‘every church ought to be
governed by the New Testament rule and call itsolf
by no other name thun the Church of Christ. Iam
very cortain,” he continues, *‘that this has been
the true meaning and intention of this people from
the beginning.” In some of the records, till 1821,
no other designation is used.

But there was a practical question frr * the
Church of Christ,” for every member was undor
logal stress to pay tho congrogational minister a
minister tax if it took the last cow, unless there
sheould be legal recognition. In 1805 that recog-
nition was given in the following words, passed by
the Lagislature of New Hampshire:

** Resolved, That the people of this State, com-
monly known by the name of Free Will Autipedo
Baptist Church and Society, shall be considered as
a distinct religious sect or denomination, with a2
tho privileges as such, agreeably to the Coustitu-
tion,”

‘ Thero ended,” said the historian, ¢all legal op-
pusition to thoso Freo Will Baptists, who notitied
the selectmen of their unwillingness to bs taxed
for the suppnrt of the Congregationalists., The
Baptists, Methodists and Univorsalists obtained a
sinilar recognjtion of thewsslves.”

Yot it was not until 1819 this relic of barbarsim
in the name of Gud was swept away by general
statute or ** Toleration Act.” Forty-nine yoars our
fathers atruggled to put their conviction into law,
Think ye, who had no expervience in this warfare,
how it sounded to be charged with an attompt to
** ropeal the Christian religion;” ** the wicked bear
rule;” ‘the Bible is abolished.”

Ever sinco that legal recognition, 1805, some
have reluctantly received the namo Fres Will Bup-
tist; others have thought it next thing to an in-
spited name, the Gospel itsclf boing a littlo awestor
by that name than others, To this day thereis a

chafing undor it.  ** If wo canaot havo the original
name Church of Christ, lot us have ¢ Free Baptist
as wo hold free will, free salvation and free com.
munioa. Henco the goneral drift of all to ¢ Free
Baptist.” General Baptist ia the English synonym
for the same. -- Exchange.

LINES — 1875,

—

(Father Ryan.)

Go down wheio tho wavelots are kissing ..o shoro,

And ask of them why do thoy sigh?

The poets have asked them a thousand times o'er,

But they’ro kissing the shore as thoy kissed it
before,

And thoy'ro sighing to-day, and they sigh evermore.

Ask thom what ails thom: they will not reply;

But they’ll sigh on forever and never tell why!

Why does your poetry sound like a sigh ?

The waves will not answer you; neither shall 1,

Go stand on the beach of the blue, boundless deap,
\When the night stars are gleaming on high,

And hear huw the billows are moaning in sleop,
On the low lyiug atrand by the surge-beaten steep,
Thoy're moaning forover wherever they sweep,
Ask thom what ails thom: they never reply;

They moan, and so sadly, but will not tell why!
Why does your poetry sound liko a sigh ?

Tho waves will not auswer you; neither shall I,

Go list to the breeze at the waning of day,

When it passes and murmurs ¢ Good-bhye.”

The dear littly breeze — how it wishes to stay

Where the flowers are in bloom, where the singing
birds play;

How it sigha whon it flics an its woarisome way.

Ask it what ails it: it will not reply;

Its voico is a sad one, it never told why,

Why does yor r poetry sound like a cigh 1

The breezo will not answer you; aeither shall I,

Go watch the wild blasts as thoy spring from their
lair,

Wheu the shout of tho storm ronds the sky;

They rush o’er tho earth and they ride thro’ the air

And they blight with their breath all tho lonely
and fair,

And they groan like the ghosts in the **land of
despair.”

Ask them what ails them: they never reply;

"Their voices are mournful, they will not toll why,

Why does your poetry sound like a sigh?

The blasts will not answer you; neither shall L.

Go stand on the rivulet’s lily-fringed side,

Or list where the rivers rush by;

The streamlets which forest trees shadow and hide,

And the rivers that roll in their oceanward tide,

Are moaning forever wherever thoy glide;

Ask them what ails them: they will never reply.

On — sad voiced — they flow, but they never tell
why,

Why does your poetry sound like a sigh ?

Earth's streams will not answer you; neither shall I,

Go list to the voices of air, carth and ses,

And the voices that sound in the sky;

Their songs may be joyful to some, but to me
There’s a sigh in each chord and a sigh in each key,
And thonsands of sighs swell their grund melody.
* gk them what ails them: they will not reply.
‘They sigh -—sigh forever — but never tell why,
Why does your p:etry souud like a sigh ?

Therr lips will not auswer you; ueither shalt I,

RECEPTION T0 T. H. CAPP.

The Younyg Peuple’s Christinn Endeavor Society
of the Firat Christian Church welcomed the new
pastor of the congrogation, Rev, T. H. Capp, last
night with a recoptiun it the church parlors, Mr.
Capp comes here from Si. John, New Braunswick.

The exercises of the ovening were opened with
an address of welcome by Mr. W, C. Hornboak.
He referred briifly to the history of the church
sinco its catablishment fifty years ago, when a man
of loarning and piety first proached the primitive
Christion doctrius in the court house. The speaker
had been with the cougregation in early manhood
and middloe life, and now having reached the point
of his journoy whore he began to descend tho deo-
clino towards old age, he folt joy and comfort in
the religion in which ho bad spent his life, and was




