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THE FOURTIT ESTATE,
Gontsibutions towands ¢ Lhistory of Newspapers and of the I.lbcr(y;
o welress By P K Humt
Continued from poge 235,

In 1740 an auempt was made to prove that
tt.c Romans (to whow ponting was unlmm\nf
were the erinators of ucewspapers, and w'
graport of this  proposutan, extracts  ar
zven from the ©® Aeta dinma,”  coutaining!
catices of  publie ceremonies, teals, births,
Jraths, & | but soech recards asare to be found!
pthe #Acta dwmma” were mamfiestly tathen
qubhe procfamations of in.portant oceurrenes,
than newspapers  Voucuan  papers, written,
during the Tuthish wars, uni preserved m-the
hibrary of Flurence, huve been also puinted our,
as newspapers of earher date than the »Weehe-

vere publie prochinations and were not circu
lited, but read 10 an anhence, who pad o
anall coin, ealled sgazetta” for adinission ,—
Lenco the word “ghzette,” as applied to news
papers .

The writers of the “Weekly Newes," who, in.
pomion with ather nuthors, were under sever
censorship, seem not o have dared to meddl’
with home aflairs  They merely gave such:
foreign: intelligenre as reached then throughy
travellers, or chance correspradence with othes
countries,

Froin-the tine of Guttenberg to that of the
Reformation, the press-was under the strict-cen
sorship of the Pcrws. whe, finm -the beginning
Jard-clann .o .the authority. over printed books
as they hiad forinerly possessed over inanuseripts |
The Reforination wiis the vause of the first ap
pearance of a inore unchackled literature ; for
now each side put-forth its arguinents in spite
of thé other, and men; ‘heing awakenéd toa
hithertorunheard of interest on the -subjéct of
Religion;:vead cagerly :the controversial ‘hooks
and pamphlets that- apphared-; and these -ol
eourse inereaged in preportion to.the populal
demand for them  Flormore than a century
after the invention of priuting, the books.puby
hshed were alinost exclusively theological | but
enmpaiative liherty having been once gained.
and a new want having been called'into exis-
tence gmong:the peapld, other books grodually
appeared; dnd as the love of reading spread
froin the higher rlusses:to the poor, and hitherto
unlettered, many rose up frum among the latter
ta becoine o their turn teachers, and to extend
the influgnce of.thv engine by which. they had
risen. , ]

Attetnpts, were, however, scon made ‘to curb
the fiberty which. the-press-hadsgained so rapid-
ly during the-progréss of the-Reformation, '
In Ehzabeth's reign, we find men, in variouis
walks of life, funning great risks, and enduring
heavy penalties, for the sake of the liberty of
the press  T'he Star Chamnber was called into
play to s'op this popular.thifst for freedom of
printed. thought, aud fives and -imnprisoninent,
with the pillory, the branding -wron, and ‘the
hangman's fire v Smithficld, were emnployed at
varions:times by ‘Star -Chaimnbei -authority,:to
torture writers, to teirify redders, and to cast
'itin upon unlicensed publications.
Attorney-General Tophawn, on the thial of
Sir R. Kuightly and othets :before -the Star,
Chamber.an.15%8; relerred to the fact, that “Her
Majesty. Queen Elizabeth, in her great.wisdom
had issued. proclamations that no:pamphlets or
treatises shuuld b .put in print but such as
should ‘be first-seen and allowed:; and further;
Jest that:were ‘not sufficient, she ordained that
_nd printing should be usel anywhere butin’
London,’Oxford, or Cambridge. Notwithstand-
ing, ail this served .not," contivues this legal
anthority; #bat.they would print in'corners; and
spread-aboad things unprinted ; wherefore, Her,
Majesty .set forth -a proclamation in -anno.25

vther seditious -books; should:be sarpressed and
burned:" -Sull the ‘dbroxions publications ap:

ly Newes » But these, Lke the “Acta dinro ‘

(of her veign):that:all. Broivnist:books, and such |:

= et s e z -

under the numa of “Diurnal Occurronces-in

' [f{u'liluneng." ‘I'hese were continued {ram 1641,
Jtill the Restoration; when Charles the Second |

nnmediately put a stop to a-custorn 0 incom-
putible with any form of despotisin.

Frowi 1640.ull the Restoration,nearly 30 000
journals, pamphlets, and papers were published.
T'he press seemed so to delight m its new freedom,
Ahat it could not produce fast envugh to satisty
nself and its patrons.  Mr. Thowasson, who
tived during the Darhiamentary Wars, .collected
a.l these publications.  Itis well known how
Charlesabe First was. o have purchased this
rollection, but was prevented by his-death , that
‘Charles the Cecond rfused o carry out fus
athrer’s intention, and that afler passing thruugh
eurions hands, ey were at lust bought by
(ieorge the Third and presented t6 the Briush
Museum, where they now are.

Dunug the Civil Wars,-each army is said to
have cauried prnting apparatus m s baggage
A d newspapers, under vanious uvames, general-
ly Mewcunies, were sent furth at every new

[vvent. The Bllowing -are the ties belongtag
rosome of° the party papers of these times: —

“MercuriusFumigosus,” Mercurius Vendicus,”
*Meunius Praginaiieus,” “Mereutius Rusue
1 "L ..'\'_.l_ . 'P l . 1] d "\I‘ .
TUs, nercurius Politiens,” an Mercarnus
Aulicus.”

‘The.Long Parliament had made strenucis

had shewu the way to freedom. A commntice
of the }lonse of Commons was appointed-1n
February, 1640, to-consider and exawnme all
abuses of printmg; lhicessing, importing, and
suppressing books ‘ol: all sorts; andn.May ol
the-follow tng. year; a Cominitiee was formed ito
consider the prinung of. speeches:  ‘The ‘mein-
bers of. the Long: Parhament had- been- some-
what:frecly. spelien of ; nnd -thongh they were
willig to pubhsh: thewr dorngs, theywere ready
o take alarmn-at the ifirst sign of .these reports
bemng roughly ‘handled, S Idward Dernng
was-expelied from the House:of 'Cominons by
a-wote of that Assembly, for pimnting his.own
speeches.  His. publications were sentenced. to

Cheapside, by the comian, hangman; and Sit
Edward was cited to appear at the bar ot the
Commons, w here, knechng, he received sentence
of nnpnisonment 1 tho:tower. Several such
nstances necur; yet,from tine Lo time, opinions

press was preparing uself gradually for -the

vain did: the House of ‘Comtnons thunder forth’
its ord@s +for proventing. the printing and pub-
hishing of any scandalous or Jivellous pamnphlets.
that might reflect upon. the King.or the king:
dom, the Parhament or Scotland.; and for sup.
pressing such. as had.already been printed ;* or
ordaini, “ihat the bouk egjoining und tolerating
sports on the Lord's day, should be [rrthwih
burnt'by the hands of “the commen hangmin
1a Cheapside. and -other uvsuul places;” the
‘controverstal books still appeared, and increased

ny steceeded, : il
auother longer und :more formal decree was
published, 1 which the authorities complain of
private printing-presses. -sending forth. “false,
forged, scandellous, Aibeltous, sed .Lious: papers.
pamphlets, and :books?” w such number that-
“no 1hdustry could-be-sufllcient-to discover and
bring to pumshinent all the several abounding
dehinquents.” “The decrée proceeds to give sun-
dry rules for the heensing of speeches, books.
‘pamphilets, &e, ;iut»lhc»I;\\\'gwers,uulone were,
fettered by their'law, aod theiradversares con-
tinved their unlicensed: war:of werds as before.
John Milton now- took-ipthe defence of the hb-
‘erty of -the press; and it.was by nslast enact-
‘ment that the "Pailiamnent brought upon-themn-
‘selves this formidable-adversary.

i Inthe Arcopagitica, Milton exerted -all his
‘powers in advaeating -the side of liberty.

but meflectual efforis to check the rising -power |
ofthe press, soon afteriis own published reports

be bumed m W estminsier,. Swithfietd, and:

were boldly uttered ;. and, upon the whole; ‘the.

great emancipation which was awaung it o,

‘n number : -for each one- that was crushed, ma-{:
Andan the course of amonth. |

ot suppressing thopght,

tectify natfhers, wo tmust regulate all recrea-
tidns and pastimes, all that is delightiul to man.
‘No music wust be heard, nosung bo set or sung
‘but what 1s grave aud doric. There must be
hicensing dancers, that no motion- or deportment
e taught onr youth, but what, by their allow-
ance, shiall-be thought -honest; for such: Dinto
was prosided of It will ask more than the
work uf twenty licensers to examme all the
lutes, the violius, and the guitars in every house,
but th y must not be suffered to pratide as they
do, but be liceased what they may say. And
who shall silence all the airs and wadngals
that wlisper sultness in chambers? The win:
dows also and- the bulcontes must be thought
on; these are shrewd books and dangerous
trovtispicens set to sale; who shall prolubit
them—shall twenty licensers?  The sillage.al-
s0 must have their visitors 1o inquire-what lec-
tures the bagpipe aud the rebec reaps, even.to
the ballatry and the ganut of every :nunicipal
fiddler; Iorthese are the counteymai’s Arca
dial and his Munte Mayors.”

Milton thica_praceeds to.point ont the ineffica
cy of the attempts which have ul eidy been
made to check the publishing of unlicensed
works; and-ufew pages afierwards tells.to:the
Pathament what he suw and.thought i -ftaly.

“And lest-some should persuadeé-ye, Lords
and .Commons, -that these argumnents, and
learped men's discouragemnent at this-your or
der are mere flounshes, and vot real,.I.could
recount what 1 bave séen and heard in other
cotntrics, where this kind ol inquisiion tyran.
uizes; when'I’have sat among their learned
inén-(for that honor 1 had) apd been -counted

freedun' as England’ was, whilo.thiemselves did
nothig but bemoan-the servile :conunion into
which. learning aongst. them. was 'brought,;

ton uow these many years but flattery and jus
tian: .

“hhere it was that I found Galileo, grown
old, a-prisoner tv the “Inquisiticn, for thinking

in-astronoiny otherwise than the Franciséar

and Dowinican licensers thought,  And tiough
L knew:that F.giand -was then groaning louil-
est-under the prelatical yoke, nevertheless Iitook
itasa pledge of future Lappivess, that other
‘I natir ns.were<so. persuaded .of ber.hiberty, "

[ in arms, and the ress was left in perfect hberty, |, | tne o, A
‘while both parties were strugghng for the inas- is:terrible word. was-pronoiinced, ‘I'huinbly:

tery. ‘Geueral' Fairfax, ou lus-astival with liis

‘|army in-Loundon, wade an attetmpt to bring the

He appited:to

press into its-aucient-trawmmels.

Jthe-parliament-for assistynce:in- thisundetio:

Ling.  Mr. Mabbot at lus:request-was ajipoint-
ed licenser,.and a committce was ordered: to sit

Tevery day, with alarge sum of. money. at ‘his

‘isposal, for the rew rd.of .those who should
bring,about convictions.

nominal freedow, dming the-Protectorate.

public aflaurs, by-putting down the *Mercurius

‘Muddunan.and Gibls,. w punish mews every

all publications' under ‘the censorship of it 'licen:
ser.

liceuser. to superintend- each: The: Archbishop
of Canterbury-and Bishop:of London superin-
tendea- all works of theology; the Lord Chan’
cellor, all:legal- books ; the Sccretary of ‘State,
histortes'and political writgs, &e. ~ Printing-

He alterwargs speaks of the- impracticability

“ 1t we think to regulate printing, thereby to

happy to ‘be born-in a-place of -such philusophic

that this. was 1t-which had damnpedithe glovy.of
Italian wits—that nothing had been, there wrjt-

All these incasures were of small avail; and C © DA Y
¢ press continugd to-enjoy pracucal, 1t not ply.;. and "Hyde. procecded..t6 pronounco:sen.

Upon the -accession-of Charles- the ‘Second;
the:liberty-of the press was again:thrown‘back.
‘The king resented the first free- discussion: .of

Politicus,” and ‘appuinting4wo-pergons,.named,
Monday .and ‘Thursday, Lt was. sooi- afier-
wards furbidden to publish the proceedings.of | 51018 © 0"-QL ded o oo de
W parliveent’) and.alaw was passed placing’ high time na. example should be'inade to-deter

Another-Jaw arrauged all sabjects for dis-
cussion under various hieads, and appointed a

names of all:the other papers in which hie wrote,
though he secms to imvo been-a busy.author
for several years.alter the discontinuanee of the
Observator.  Ho was knjghted in Jaines -the
Seconil’s reign, and:died-at-the age.ol 87:in:1740,
During the censorship of ;L' Estrange,-occur-
red thodumous trialof T'wyn  MriHunt gives
s the forowing acconui,oi o= o
*Qn-un-Qctober -night in 1683, the licensor
L Estrange; huving received secret information,,
set out op a gearch-for illegal publications.  He
had with lnm o party of assistants, which in-
cluded tour persons, named Dickinson,.Mabb,
:‘Wickham, and Storey. T'hese men were.called-
up after -midnight, and made their way, b
L'Estrange's dircctions, to. Cloth. Fair.  "Iliis
had. been Milton's hiding pluce when he-had.
Mallen. on ev)l days,! and here-now-lived-anath-
er heterodox “thinker—a printer, named Joha
‘I'wyn, whoze press had.been “botrayed to :the
‘authonities a3 one wheunce illogal thoughts were
spread.  “WVhen.calted o afierwards 10 give-ovs
idenco as to what hud happened, Wickham dg-
scribed how he:had, met- Mr L'Estrange- near.
Twyu's house, and how ‘they:knocked at.Jenst:
half- an -hour-before they gat in,! dad: how they
listened and *heard some papers tumblig down;
| and heard-a ratthng above before thoy. wentwp}
er, Wickhani was posted -at the ‘back ddor;
whilst anothet stood in the-fornt, andthe rest of
the searchet syent over the prenises. Efforts
had been made to destroy the offending sheels ;
the type ‘had ‘been broken up, and a-portion ot
tho publications had. been. thrown: into thie:néxt
house. Enough, however, was found to support
a charge. ‘Twyn’s apprentice was put into-the
wiiness:box ‘to give evidenée against his-naster;
and the judgesvere roady:to. coicideivith Mr.
Sergeant Morton, who:appedred for the Crown;
and déclared Twyn's offence. to 'be- treason.—
T'he ‘obnoxious :book-repeated the arguments
ofien -urged' during the Comwonwealth, ‘hat
the:execution of judgment and justice is as well
the .people’s.aé “the. magistrate's: duty; anduf
the inugistrates pervertjudgment, the.people-are:
bound.by:the law of ‘God;to:éxeciite :judginent.
| without ther,and.upon: thewn;  Inihisidelence;
|'Twyn said,, that, ho-had certainly: printad; the,
sheets; -he “thought .1t was mettlesome. stuffy,
1but knew no hurt in ity that the copy.had

| been, brought to him by one Cal vbr’ljs‘ linqid-géo'ﬁ-'
‘vapt, and-that he liad got 40:shillings by prin
ting-it. He pleaded, morcgver, in.excuse, that.
| tie was:pdor,and: had « fainily-dependent on’his

Almost imnmediately afier this. address: of {labor fof thoir bread. Such repliés werer viin;:
Milton to the parliamnent. the whole natjon was, and the:jury found him guilty. '

. o] humblysbeg anéreyss cried’Twyn, whaps

‘beg. merey ; La: n:poor man,.and have, three
small cin,ldren; I never.read a word-of:it.”".

; woLliLtell you what you:shall:do,’ replied the;
‘Chief Justice Hyde, to whom this plea for clem:,
oncy was addressed, Yask mercy of them that
can give it, that is'of God and the'kwmg) -~
¢ wufhumbly‘beseech you to.interceds with,
his majesty for-meréy,” pitcously excldimed the:
condenned:printer,

46 him: up; executioner,” was' the only- re--

'

teuce. ‘To’téad this sentencoin thé .record of
ihe trial makes the blood.run:¢old., .* Ispeak it,
fromn 1y soul,” said .the sycophant ChiefJustice,.
iL. think we have the grealest happiness.in-the.
world'in enjoying what we do, under o good,
and gaacivus King. Yel you, ‘I'wyi, in the
rancour of 'yout Leait, ‘thus’io ubise him, de-
serves no mercy ' After some further expres-

Jihose who would avow killing of:kings, he:or-
dered that'Twyn should.be, drawn. upor a hur-
dle 10 the place.of execution ; that he:be hang:.
ol by the neck, and; being alive, that:he should

The door bolag opened by its unforiunaie owns

sions ofloyulty; and-a declaraiion:‘that it ‘was’

be-cut down, and that liis body shiould be mitil-
atéd i avway which decehdy now Yorbids:ih
very mention-of ; -that his entrails-stould dfter-
wards:be -taken-out—*and- you:still living, the

{he

4

presses were atlowed ty-be. established:-only.at|Same to be:burat before your éyes; your head:

“ted:against “the new seditidus and infamogs

Jeared; and gucther proclamation was fulmida-|

- Books,” -said he, “are not absolutely. dead

-beeut off; and=your head and:quarters:to.be’

ft_l')(ing‘s, but do contan a:progeny-of fe 1n them,

London, York, and the’scats of the universities ¢

v,;.k

otlier presses were ordercd to be seized,, and, disposed-of -at:the ‘pleasure-of the Kingls:Ma:

-

libels ‘spread abroad.”  That not sufficing, -Sir
Richard Knightley .was selected foP prosecution,

'to be as active as that soul was:whose progeny.

they ‘are; nay, they do preserve, as in a vial,

unlawful writers were inade amenuble. to acomt

jesty.” :

R A

over wlhiich the Archbishop: of Canteibury and | “"E‘I_]nunh]’y. beseesh your 'Lofﬁls}!iﬁa'~,“.‘g?}ﬂiﬂf

as.an-éxample. ]

[n ispite -of .the -¢fforts made:by the Star
Chamnber 10 -crish ‘the liberty of the -press, its
strength grew rapidly, and thi- relish of the peo-
e for “free publicntiops constantly increased!
with opposition. “I'ne Star Chamber continued,
W exercise a most tyrannical and-barbarous
power over the writers of .all books, pamphlets,

the purest efficacy and-extractivn .of that living
intellect that bred them. I know they are as

fabulots..dragon’s -teeth; and being sown up
"And-yet, on-the.other hand, uuless:wariness be

‘Who Lills a tnau, Lills areasonable creature—
) ) k e B "

eried"Pwvyn, In_his agopy, ‘to rememberny.

Tively, and as -vigorously ‘productive as those |
and.down, may- chance-to bring up-armed-men.

‘used, as good almost kil a maa. as kil-a book -

the Bishop of London presided.

purity seemed -tu be; for.a Srgutten,

was, -however, still found e

L' Estrange, a:fine scholar,; who 'bad long:been

Political writings thus shackled,.gave place,
in great measures, to:licentious-noetry-; aud alll sfor-tny own father, in.this case, weré'he alive:y!
Ly . R e w ! p R SR
: the unhdappy . was” ‘Neiw-
~to-supply and the inhappy printér. was'led back to'N¢

the people with newspapers, :and ‘Roder

condition, and’to intercede for me’
gaie; only -io:leave:it for ‘P¥burn; wliere: ‘the
gen enceiwns ! anafierwards carvied intoelléet:

¢ I-ivould not intercede,’ replied the judge,
¢ PSS H

s MU LN

: ) . Tia "A:‘!,i/ o ws-of e y ';s gy
devoted o the:Royal causc, avas appointed licen- His head:and the quarters ol ‘his- bo ly-being,

and newspapers, till:the-year 1641, when King.
Charles was. importuned by his:parhament,-on

fi.x'o;l’s‘im.agé ; ‘but'he who destroys a good ook,
‘destroys reason- itsclf; Yulls the image of Gad, as

ser.and journahst, L’Estrange had suflered

§nt-up {o-lester:andirot on Ludgaic, Aldersgdis,

. -+ Land the-other.gates ofithe oy,
much during the Protectorate, having languish | ™ 5 706 0= T = b, ascaped:, 19

~ AN o : _ Wil
ed tor-four years 1a prison -1n constant'dread of| . Other- printers were tried, but q?@?ﬁ‘!{, 'h
death, and Was in a state of great poverty when llgllle_rv ])linlsh;xrenls.th_:m__lho “"{‘-’"q[’%p;'w':“. n.
Chatles. rewarded his- sorvices by appnting ‘Ainong ihvise vere: Simon  Dover, Thaotaas
hum- to-the conduct of. the newspaper. L'E: Bréwster, and Nathan. Brook,:who-vere indict-
oo € peuct o, Lhe NEWSPEPEl: . = = led:at the OMd, Bailey, for printiag the Speechies
trange showed: himself quite equal-to his post, ed’ it lhtv O'('!I‘iB qle.\,_folr {’rf"'l‘ g‘ de PLe il
itnd%ohdudml his Paper,-which:he called; *The z‘l“dl}::g}gi :::3“.‘%? f l"‘l?lblg's\c\ ‘Eb;?cixg‘t\?l“s‘had
Intelligencer,”-in o wmanner that vused the _“‘_"“’ don e ,‘.’_“ivj o onl l'[s) "No fieivsna-
whole'style:and chefacter of these publications. “[’[’"“i" 'l'm,SdOp{lradc pj‘:::l’h ;;m\ o P
The first.number of +The 1ntélligencer” appear. | PE¥ HOW GATEA10 ACMITIAC o ey, s
edun.the 1st of August 1663 1t was conua:} James: the SCGODK!: l_!l_\q" lis “brother, 'was
ued ull Januar,‘the 91h; 1665, when L'listrange ,‘SUIO.OQ]Y&.OPDU,SN’-FQv‘,'!‘f ‘i\]"Sl,C'!CQ«Q“foFgg press.
faid it down to comactice the #London Ga- [Duing bis short:reign, ‘he c!\tsa;sd«a)usy»‘lo-;z.t}.;‘
zette,” which still exists ds the vehicle of..the ,{tg{nlﬂcl. it; but «hat ‘he 1!:@!30‘]011. ‘;]’"OBK'.'[']-"
to-the- whole inpression, i lind of .nassacre, | bankrupt hists. and official regorts. ‘The:first 0.\_}'!\ subjects, !\fﬂrs ~QVCgl!'rl:;‘_¢(! byt (: “-f‘; l(;l"
whereof-the cxecittion ends, notin-the slay g | samber was printed in'the bllowing Septetaber | Who SQ"!‘(Cl}lJ:ﬂyl}:}'!ﬁ e i 'ﬂgl,l;'v;l!{!li."ﬂ" "ﬁ-’éc-
of-un eclumental:life, but.strikes at-the- ethereal’ 1n°1679;.L' Estraiize sct up-another paper; eall- ;P?F!‘;Dl{!‘{ls.-&'_"ﬂ\ 1izh Tuoglish politics were lrge:
and fitth -essence, the'breath of renson 1self;|ed: the: “Observator,” ‘whicli‘lie continued for! _V‘,},’dl}ﬂbsﬁ,-
slays.an immorality, rather.thdn adife.” [eight years. His biographer-does:iotigive us the ] .

occasion. of an application-fur pecuniary aid, tofit were; inthe eye. "Many-a man lives a'bur
aholish-it wltogether. The principal: instigator [den-to the earth. ‘but a good' boolt.1s the pr.
of this r(-_qﬁfs't was. Mr Pryun, formerly a per-j cions’hfe blood of aiasterspitit, einbalined and’
secuted author, but now ‘member ‘for Newport, [ treasured>u; on purpose {0 a hfe beyond.a life

He.hadlost-both-his vars, and.-had. undetgone | It is-true, no age:ean-festore a lite; whereol, per-
many other<indignities, on account of “his work ] haps,.there'is -no greattloss, any revolutions of
agamst actors apd-acting, which,.though it was Jages do not uft recover thie loss of wa rejected
proved o have been in the press before the) truth, for-the:want-of. which-w hole nations fare
N fal fias the worse.  Wie should bie wary, therelore, what
persecutions we raise agairst the living labors,
of public men, how we spill that seasvned life
ul raca, preserved and stored up in buohs, since
we see a-kind of liomivide may-be-thus commit
ted, sometines o -martyrdom., dand if it extend

Queen. Henrieita bad taken partin-a masque
at court, was.considered to have: bicen intended
to throw-discredit on:Her Majesty for joining.in
such amusements.  As:soon as Prynn obtained
volitical .unportance: -he remembered his- perse-
cution, and- gladly helped to' put-down:a griev-
ance under which lie hiad suffered. so seyerely
No sooner was thie Star Chamber abolishd, than
the-newspapets: quitted their old reserve, und
dealt freely in English dews. “The parlisment
Uself published-daily. reports.of- its..proceedinigs;

Tosbe Continued.
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