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The Sale of Proprietary Medi-

cines Containing Poison.

The proceedings taken against a dry
goods firm in Toronto some time ago for
violation of the Ontario Pharmacy Act
have created a feeling of anxiety amongst
the teade as to how far the decis-
ion of the courts in the matter of the
sale of Proprietary Medicines containing
Poisons may effect druggists. The decis-
ion of the Magistrate in the case cited
was that, as tho article sold contained
poison, and as the vendor was not entitl-
ed to sell poisous under the Act, that it
was clearly a breach of the Pharmacy
Act. Now, under this samc Act provi-
aion is made that Chemists or Druggists
nay not sell certain Poisons named in
“Schedule A" of the Act without regis-
tration and obtaining the signature of the
purchaser. If a Proprietary Medicine
therefore, contains any of the poisons
mentioned in this Schedule, 1s not the
druggist obliged to comply with the law
as to registration and sale of such medi-
cine, or leave himself open to prosecution !
But who is to say authoritatively that
the wedicine contains such a poison ! Ts
the druggist to take the responsibulity
that properly bilongs to the law-maker ?

e case of a sale of Chiorodyne by a
dealer is now cxciting the interest of
druggists in Eugland, and the decision,
which fias been sustained on an appeal
‘taken to a higher court, that the fact of
its being a “patent medicine” did not
permit of its being sold except by u rogis-
tered chemist, is considered conclusive as
toitsrelation to general stores, but the ques-
tion has also been raised tiiere as to
whetber it way be sold by a chemist un-

less the regulations relating to the sale of
poisons are adhered to.  The defendant’s
counsel in the case contended that no pro.
prietary medicine containing poison could
be sold even by achemist unless registered
in the Poisons-book. Oneof the Judgesheld
that an entry should he mado showing
the sules of these medicines, overlooking
the fact that no provision was wade in
the Act forany sules of such prepacations.

The decision of the lower court, how-
ever, as we have before stated, was sus-
tained, and it is probable that general
denlers will be more chary in handling
these goods in future.

The question is with us, however, an
open oune as regards the registration by
druggists, and we should like to sev some
measures taken placing beyond doubt the
responsibility of saying what medicines
should be labelled poison and, if any
should be registered, that such should be
designated.  This can be done only by
the passing of an amendment or addition
to tho Pharmacy Act, or else the Provin-
cial Government assuming the responsi-
bility. Logislation may prove in many
cases A boon to the man who seeks pro-
tection in his individual calling, but this
is a case where legistation places him in
a position of uuncertainty, and requires
continual amending,

Notes on Practical Pharmacy
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Guycemy  Surposrronies, --The  best
method of preserving these from the de-
composing action of the air is to enclose
them, separately, in small, wide-mouthed
dry vials; tigntly cock, dip cork and top
of bottle in melted paraflin, and cool, when
the contents will be perfectly sealed. The
formula of Prof. Romiagton (Admer. Jonr.
Pharm., 1392, p. 437), gives very good
satisfaction.  The practice of wrapping
glycerin suppositorics in paraflin paper or
tin foil is objectionable, mainly for the
reason that ignorance may lead a user to
insert suppository, wrapper and all.

SPoNGE-CLEANING,—After  beating  to
separate mincral impuritics as much as
possible, macerate in dilute hydrochlovie
acid to dissolve liute salts, wash in cold
water, knead thoroughly by hand with
green soap in hot water, vinse, immerse in
# 1: 20 carbolic acid solutian and keep for
use. This is the plan followed by Dr.
Gersten, who says, jn ‘his well-known

work on surgery, that sponges once used
in an aseptic operati 2 ean be used again,
Curefully wash out with green soap and
hot wauter to vemovo tibre aud blood, and
then immerse in a 1.20 carbolic acid solu.
tion is all.suflicient.

Gancres.—Tf there 18 any value at all
in the antiseptic theory it should bo ear-
ried out thoroughly. Gargles are often
used in infectious conditions of the throat,
and it is a logicsl necessity that wheroe
water is specitied in their making, distilled
or boiled water should always be used,
whether specitied by the physician or not.
In the writer's experience, fluid extract of
sumach has wholly replaced the older in.
fusion of sumach, made from the berries,
that used to be the delight of many phy-
siciang to preseribe in gargles,

Hammonn's Mixture (moditied).—The
original formuln for Hammond’s Mixture
called for pyrophosphate of iron and dil-
uted phosphoric acid.  The metaform of
the acid was usually recommended.
Upon suggestion, some two years ago,
the physicians of tho insane depuet-
ment of the PThiladelpina Hospital tried
the ofticial diluted ortho-phosphoric ucid
and phosphate of iron, in place of the
meta-acid and pyro-salt usually used, with
very excellent results ; and the mixture,
as moditied, has been daily cmiployed ever

since.  The modified formula is :
Take of
Steychnine sulphate ..., 2 graing

Lion phosphiate (UK., "50),300 graing
Dilute phosploric acid ..., 5 thdrachms
Syrup of ginger. ... 4 thounces
Syrup of lemon 4 tlounees
W ater, a suflicient quantity to make 1 pint.

Mix by dissolving the solids in the water,
which shonld be boiling hot, wld the acid, and
then the syqups.

Dove —Oae to two teaspoonfuls

Corrrn ArseNivk MiNtiues.  Copper
Arsenite is now being more or less used
in diarrhwen, and occeasionally it has been or-
deved in mixture form, instead of the usual
pill.  Tn such eases it is advisable to add
a fow drops of dhluted hydrochloric acid,
to dissolve the arsenical salt, or if the
mixture be alkaline the compound will be
dissolved.  Atttield states that it is whol-
ly insoluble in water. Whether dilute
HHCH attects the chemical chueacter of the
avsenite is unstated by Attticld, but even
if it does, it would be a most dangerous
proceduro to dispenso the mixture simply
holding it in suspension.

Oixrvest Drock  -Quite a bright idea
1s this new ointment slab or block made
of a number of sheets of parchent



