B

¥ g
1 (
{

b
:

i

™y

O

4

)

Vol. 4—No. 8]

"TORONTO, C

2emer s AT IR ST Ve

S

ANADA, FRIDAY, APRI

B o o o o e s

L 2, 1875,

ST Lo A ce

[Whole No. 164

e e = —

Caontributors and Corvespondonts

ANOTHER LETTER FROM OHINA.

The following letter from Dr. Fraser,
dated Amoy, January 28rd, 1875, and ad-
dressed to the Students’ Missonary Society
of Knox College, has been handed to us for
publicaticn, aud we take great pleasure in
placing it before our readers:

“ You will slmost have ecncluded pefore
this reaches you that I have forgotien you
all, and the promiso I made you last spring
of & leiter oach year from Formoss, by way
of helping yonr naws agent for Asia with
bis **monthly account of missionary opera-
tions” in the far East. I hoped when I
wmade the promiso, fo be in my feld of
Iabour befure the end of last year, and to
have written yon from there after I had
fairly begun work. One thing and another
has arisen to detain us, so that now [ write
before X am ou the ground, lest my promise
ghould be broken by my letter not reaching
you beforo the close of tho Seesion. My
Jotter will not have the interest for you that
it would hiave had, had it been written from
Formose. But that cannot be helped, «1f
you cannot do the best thing, it is always
best to do the next best.”

@ just across the chiaumel from Formose,
P within 150 maies of our destination, snd ex

BB which we are to complete our voyage into

¥ port. Surely it is & time to make grateful
seknowledgment of the goodness of God!
BB I wish when this is read that you shouid all

uave so nearly comgpleted our journcy
in safety and comfort, and join ug in
our prayers that in future years of life and
labour we may experience as much of tLe
loving kindness and favour of our heavenly
Father as has crowned our lives thus far.
"1 have only two or three things to
write. As yet I have not begar work, and
it will perhaps be better that X shenld defer
writing of the work till I am engaged in it
personally. But I caunot forbear saying
that it does seem io me a most blassed
thing to be a missionary. Picturs to your-
- selves & vigorous aund flourishing native
- churels: #pringing  up all about yeu ag the
re~alt of your sowing the good seed of the
everlasting Word. How much better taat,
than to contend all one's life for the ascend.
snoy of denominationalism. Don't mis.
undersiand me, I am not one whit less
Preabyterian than I have always been. I
glory in the history of our Church. T be-
lieve Jier doetrine and polity to bo more
Seriptural than that of any other. Bat,
alas, dear brethren, does it nut scem a great
pity~—a crying shame—that 1n a village of
two or threes hiundred people there shouid
be four or five ministers of different Clvis.
tisn denominations engaged more m pro-
pegating sectarian diffcvences than in striv.
ing to bring those that are afar off mgh by
the blood of Jesus Christ, while thero are
j whele towns and cities here, with thou.
sands of periching souls who bave never
hoard‘the sweet sound of Jesus name, If
we could but tarn tho strensth, and means,
and talent, that aro now speut in denomi-

“We arg here on the mainland of China, |

|

B pecting alxaost hourly 1o see the steamer in :

- upite your thanksgivings with ours, that we | summer work

t

to gend. If you will but think of the
wholo subject—of tha condition of the heas
then, of the blessedness of the Christian hte,
of tho will of Bim whose we are, concerning
those Lo are without His Gospol, of the
joy of gathering full wany n sheaf into the
beaveonly garnsr, and of the glorious re

wards in store for thioss who turn many to
righteousness, I am sure our hearts will
be refreshed before long, and onr hands
strengthenad by the arrival of some of yon
to Lielp us in our work. Of this I am suze:
We reqaire at Jeast one more labourer for
Northern Formosa ; and than I sce no good
reason why our Church should not send out
another bend of two or three to take pos-
session of somge otber largo and still utee-
onpied field in this vast empire~—of which
there ave still very, very many.

“Just one thing more. Don't hesitate
to comn on account of the length of the
jotrney, or the dsngers of tho way, or the
trinls that await you on your arrival, or in
your-work here.  Don't resolve to stay at
home with the idea that you will have an
ensy life, or that you will never meet with
aceidents, or that you will have no trals,
Such delusions are.quite.common, butI am
pursuaded better thiugs of you, though I
thus write. If you have a good constitu
tion, if you are conscious of a strong desiro
in your Leart to do good, and if the church
at home wants a fureign miesonary, come.
I used to say, I would not offer mysclf, bat
that if the church wished to seud me, I
would willingly go. Knowing what I now
know, and hiaving seen what I havo seen,
were I a student again, I would offcr my-
self for the acceptancs of the committee.
Not that there is no bard work, nor diffi-
culties, nor privauons. No, for there are
all of these, but I am sure there are many
of o who are never Lappier thau when
Lard at work, nor mure in your glory than
when contending maunfally with giﬂ’lculties,
nor more content than when suffermg just
such privations as you meet with in your
for the suciety, I aiready
find 1yself wondering and speculating as
to which of you will be the next to come,
for some of you will be here before long 1
feel perfectly sure.

“1 Lope 1y next years lotter will be
more interesting, for by that tim., if
spared, I will fairly have begun my work.
You are often in my mind and as often in
my prayers. 1 beseech God that He will
bless you every ono in your lives, and la-
bors.  Dlease sond me your Annaal Report
that I may sce how you prosper. I hope
very earnestly that this may reach you be-
fore college breaks up.”

Uttt e ———————————
The Review-r Reviewed.

Rditor BRITI6E AMEN] AN PRESBYTERUN,

€1r,— Your article of two or three weeks
ago upon Dr. Kennedy's ** Hyper-evange-
lism" I did not rehsh., As between Ken-
nedy aud Moody your sympathies seemed
to be with the former. This I regret, and
in this, I think, you differ from most of
your readers. Dr. Kenunedy's theology
may be* Wastminster doctrine, as you
say; and that as you hope, he * misre-

The Probationer's Scheme.

Editor BRITISIE AMPRICAN PREIBTITRIAN.

Sin,~It was geatifging to0 mo to gee a
lotter in your issue of the 12th inet., over
the signature of ** A Probationcr, ' ealling at.
tontion to the unsatisfactory working of the
probationer’s sclieme, and suggesting im-
provementr, That the preeent syster of
distribution puts into the bands of some a
very large amount of patronage cannot be
quostioned, and that such has been used in
some cases very unfairly, F presume cannot
bedenied. But Ifear Presbytories are partly
toblame in not giving a close: attention to
their Dome Mission work,

My chief objeot in writing, however, is to
enll attention to the amendment he suggests
in No. 2. *“Let the appointments be for
siz Sabbsthis instead of one or two, as at
present,” Something like this is what I
have earnestlyadvocated for years. Let us |
see what advantages would epring from it.

1. * One of the Twenty-six,” very sensibly
remarks that this wounld give congregations l
s reasonablo opgormmty to learn the smita. |
{ bleess of & probationer as & preacher or
pastor, and in every relation. Accurdiugto |
tho prosent system, a probationer comes
and preachies to a congregation, and disap- i
?ears like & spectre from the palpat, 1t

s impoesible for ihe congregation to know
| what sort of a person he ig, beyond his pul
pit ministrations. No congregation ought
| to call & minister on the ground of his pulpit
j mumstrations alone. The very terms of the |
enll which thoy sign, forbid it. And who ,
will eay that two Sabbatha are sufficient to
judge even of pulpit abilities ? |

II. Complaint is made that siations are
i placed on the hist of vacaneies in winter for |
convenience, and pat in charge of atudents ,
in summer. I do notthink that .s exactly ,
so. 'The fact is, car vacaucies ai+ supplied |
irregularly. Oue Sabbath by Mr, A., two '
Sabbaths vacant. Two Sabbaths by Mr.
} B., another Sabbath vacant. Perhaps a
Mt. C. comes next, and amunth’s vacation. |
!'And o forth downto tho end of a six
month’s chapter. They become so reduced |
and heartless, thoy must be put.on the list
of misston stations for a season. Whoen
student has visited the fawilies from house
to bouee, and wakened up thé dormnnt en-
ergies of the people, they raay ‘he restored: |
again to the list of vacancies, R%J pubjected '’
to tho treatment above described, which |
would soon desiroy the best sottled con- !
gregations in the charch. The plan sug.

'

culty. A minister Jabouring awmong the |
flock for & month or six weeks, would be
oxpected to visit.them, and da.the work of |
a pastor. This plan would also favour those
who have most worth and wear abeut them ;
who are too often put at a disadvantage by '
such as resemble a dazzling meteor which
blazes for a httld, and then leaves darkness
behind it. The settloment. of a minstry
aud congregation after suzh opportunities
of knowinz ovo auother, wonld likely bo !
permavent.

I1i. Such a system would greatly remove :
the uncomfortable and unprofiteble feeling ,

'

I fear tho present rystera wifl bo linble
to sueh abuses, az “Ons of Twenty six”
deseribes. Tt is not well to put tewaptations
in the way of meti. The auntralization is
such that there will surely be patronage,
nand improper tamporing with the nghts of
probationors and cougragations. I hope
for a movo excellent way aftor the union.
Yours &e.,

J. Stnarrm,
e Y

——— =

 New Brunswick Scheol Law.”

Eiditor BRITIST AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

Str--Iobserved.n your lastsssue an article
headed “The New Brunswick School
Law,” which I think contains questionable
statements, You sny: “ We ngree with
Mr. McKenzie that the establishment of
Separate Schools is a necessity. Weo do
not need oither age or exporience in politics
to know that the Church of Rome will
never allow her children to ba educated in
the Protestant sehools,”

Thoe common school systemZadopted in
New Brunswick is not, eorrectly speaking,
ware Prolestant than Catholie. Itis un-
denominational, intended for all classes any
creeds, and aithough the clergy of the
Church of Rome object to the common
schools thus established, becanso the dog.
was of the church are not thaght in them,
yet, the laity in gensral, neithor object to
them nor counsider separate echools a ne-
cessity.

For illustration, these comnon schools
are generally well ailtended by Roman
Catholic children, both in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia.

At the lato election in New Brunswick
for the Local House, the test at the po]ls
being separate or common sehools, mem-
bers in support of tho latter were return-
ed with an overwhelming majority, and
pot a few even of theee consiituencies in
which Roman Catholies were greatly in
the majority, returned common sehool
supporters in open defiance of the inces

' sant efforts and threats of the Romish

clergy.

Furtbor two of the separate schools es.
tablished in this country have lately amal.
gamsled with the common schools, con.

gested by our friend would relieve the difii- 1 trary to the wishes of the priesis and.

bishops. Are not the schools in the neigh-
bouring states established on the same
principle as those of New Brunawick, .or
Protestan®, if you like to eall them? Are
they not well attended by the children of
the church?  Brother Jonathan glorios in
his free institations of learning.

What has the Church of Rome with her
religion and dogmas done to educate Italy,
Spain, or Lower Canada? Avd in the
faco of theso aund other facls which might

presents,” there can be no question. The | in both the probationer aud people, that he bo addnced, you concur with the Premier

forces which according to Dr. Kennedy
swept all before them ten or twelve months
ago should by this time have expended
themselves. But instead of this thay are in-
ereasing in impetousity, asthe fact of the
ten thousand assembling, night afier night
in the Victoria Hall, Liverpool, sufficiently
proves. The canses of the mavement Dr.
Eennedy, evidently, misrepresents.”

You eay, youn have heard of a reply to
Hyper-evangelism. Since I read your

national contentions, nto the vast field of
heatuendom, swhich is now a howhag wil-

derness and a barren desert—with the ox-
ception of a {few oases which have been
' made to bloom within the rresent century
. ~it would soon blossom ag a rose, and re-
icice as a fertilo field,© My convictions on
this poinb grow stronger tha more I gee of
the utter desolation of this whole land, and
the utter inadequacy of the force as i;et in
the field to avertake the work which lies to
theirhand., The larvest traly 15 plenteous
~how plonteous none can know save those
who have lifted up their eyes and eeon.
Maultitudes throng the strects of Clunas
cities, towns, villages, and eountry, and no
- man caroth for their souls. Tho labourers
are fow, too few ; oh, how few, shamefully
few! Again and agam in the past feww days
bave my eyes filled with tears as I huve
looked upou the erowd +of people groping
in the dark, and growihng i the mire of
heathenism ; and 1 have wished that you,
brethren, conld see them too, that many of
you might be moved to give yourselves to
the blessed work of lifting them up to sit
together in heavenly places with Christ

esue.  Many of you will remember how
strongly I used to plead 1 the Society for
sending missionariss away ont to the very
front, and how I was accustomed to oppose
our appointing one to a certain place simply
becanse there were four or five families of
sbyterians, when that place was already
occupied by any other evangeheal denonul-
sation. You may say that we must havea
minister from each of the denominationsin
each place, or thers will bo ssveral psople
ontirely without Qospel privileges. Is it
right 10 pander to and propsgate these dis-
sensions among those who shonld dwell {o-
gether in fellowship and Jove ? Here is &
?:estion for diseuasion, for zerious, prayer-
ful eonsideration. Is it not time to take.
up the subiect, when in Scotland thero are
ore than two hundred licensed Free
hurch ministers out of émployment ?
othing {0 do! and the world lying
vate, and Foreign Mimion Comamittees,
our own, unable to sscure as many
uaries s thers are fands on hand

!
[

article T have waited with anxie'y to see
a notice of that reply from yourself, or from
some of your esrrespondents; none has yet
appeared. Youmight have tald by whom
the roply was written, and what was the
title. We, atleast, who differ from Dr. Kon-
nedy, would have liked you had. Five
months ago, I have heard not of ono but
of many replies to the review 1z question,
One of them is entitled, * Tho Old Gospel,"
pot “another Gospel,” but *The power of
God uato salvation.” The snathoris Hor-
atins Bonar, D.D. Now put the the author
and the the title togother, and bave we not
s pood guarautee, aven in the nbsence of
the workiteelf that Dr. Kennedy *‘misrepre-
gents” when he calls his review ** Hypor-
evangelism, another Gospel.” You say “Dr.
Renuedy 18 an author of deserved reputa.
tion.” Is Dr. Bopar lessso? Is Dr

" Bonar's theolog y not Westminstor dostrine?

Does he ususlly mal e good his positions in
the titlo of his books and the headings of

| has come to exhibit himself as o candidate,
| for tleir suffernges. He should be required
| by the Presbytery to do the proper * of |
a pastor during his stay, vieiting tl &,
' and as many families as the proporuc_ of
time would admit, holding prayer meetings,
Biblo classes, ete. This would enable the |
congregati:on to judge of is probablo use. |
falnese.
IV. It would save a vast amount of
{ wasted labour and money in travelling.

V. It would lead to more speedy and :
| harmonious settlements. ) |
} Now let us consider objections to it. i

1. It is acked, what would become of
lother vacaneies noprovided for, whilo a '

probationer ig staying s1x woeks in one?
| I answer f the next vacancy is six weeks
, without service, they would have ther mx
| woeks supplf in tarn. To the whole sear

they would have as mush supply as they
have now, and have it longer at a time, °
which I beheve ninoout of every ten would
trofor, besides the members of Presbytery
oufbt to give a proportion of time to such
fields. '

2. It 1 objected that all tize probationers
would never got round all the vacancies at
tins rate. Bat 18 that necessary or even :
desirable 2 Un the contrary, wa think the
number and rato of nnging changes are
most myurious to sil concerned.  Scarcely
have a people begun to draw towards a pro- :
bationer, when another comes in ins stead,
and the congrezation oscillate between one
and another. The labourers would ot go
over g0 much ground, but thoy wontd gather :
a better harvest.

8. Probationers would not submt to it .

his chapters ? Letthose who are acquaint-
ed with Lis little volume on  Trath
and Error” answer the twe questions. I
Bonar proves the propositior enunneiate
in the title of his reply. then Dr. Kennedy
“misrepresents,” and then you will be glad.
Wx. BennerT.

Springville, March. 15th, 1875,

Kgep 10 mind that though tho library
shelves may groan with books, whoee name
is legion, there are in each department on-
1y & fow great books, in relation to which
others are but auxiliary, or it may be some-
times parasitical, and lke the ivy, doirz
hara rather than good to the pole round
whieh thsy cling. Stick, therefors
to the great books, the eriginal books, the
fountain-hzzls of great ideas and noble |
paseions, auy you will Jeara joyfally to dis.
pense with the volames of accessory talk by
which their virtne has Leen as fréquently

£Dr. ! settiement,

4 | 10g ime where they do not expect a call. ;
1 To this I would reg

) of the chareh to ju

| theiz own interests. But secondly, the ob- |

Each wishes to be heard with o view to a .
and even now complan of wast. |

Iy, first, 1t 18 the daty
§e what 18 best for the ,
eause and Jingdom of Christ, not what would
be to the likes or dislikes of any class. The

robationers are perhaps not in the very
{;est potition to judge what is best even for

jection is s pure assumption. Witness |
¢ One of the Twenty-six to the contrary.”
Very likely the other twenty-five would
endorse his testimony. That geveral of
them do I know. .

4. The objection of probationers to stay
long in any congregation, applies to such as
are unripe to call, or have resolved t¢ oall.
I qnite agree with your correspondont that
such congregations ought not to be -on the
list of vacancies at all. Whenever a con-
grogation has asked for & moderation of a
call, ssnd them no more probationers till
that eall be disposed of. Itis not well to
send probationers in such cases; it may
spoil what might otherwise be s aravimoas

obsonred s illuminating.~Prof. Biackic.

oall. Let them be supplied othierwise.

in granting power to the Charch of Rome
to wrap other portions of our fair Domin-
ion with her sable mantle of pious
ignoraunce.

Again you state: “ We know also that
neither the constitution of the Dominion,

the peace of car conntry. nor the safoty of |

the British Empire would be considered, if
they stood in the way of the Popish claim
and alleged grievance. Each and all of
them would be ruthlessly sacrificed in the
interests of Papacy. '

If theso statements aro true, then wo
Protestants are losing our peace and
safety, by granting old mother church ex-
teneive grants of the best lands in Manuitoba,
or by letting her rebollious and murderous
sons escape condign puuishment, and by

i finging msult into the faces of the mntslli.

gent and noble supporters of unsectarian
education in New Brunswick, by our con-
temptible interference with their constitu-
tional rights,

Mr, Editor, if you and Mr. MecKenzio |

have extensive kunwledge of politics, I

Presbyterinng, Atte h?ib-ﬁ‘!

Editor BRITIAR AMLUICAR PRFEBY L RiaN,

Sir, =Vill the Presbyterians of Ontario
listen t~ o voics frombecide the sea? I
hopo and bolisve they will.  We have a
common interest in otr common conntry,
and we must loarn to fight rhoulder to
choulder. Down hore we think wn are not
well treated by the Ontario morabers of
Parlinraent, who voto for forcing separate
schools upon us; for to forco there insti-
tutions on New Brunswick, is to force them
on Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Tsland
a8 well. Parliament will not. becanse it
cannot force the abomination on us, We
are 20 far able to guard our own rights,

Bnt there is o moasuro that threstens
you and us, which, in my opinion, should
bo strenuously resisted. A new Provines
is to be formed upon the Saskatchewan,
aud separate schools are to bo a part of the
constitution of that Province, ns established
| by the Dominion Parliament. Is this de.
. cont? Is it not a maece of disgraceful
\ truckling to the Ultratsontane element &
i Joducation 18 undor the control of the local
legislatures. Why not leave 1t there ¥ Why
go to the pains of epreading afoul discase ?

How Ontarie Reformers, and especially
Ountario Presbvterians,Ycan stand measares
of tlus sort, passes my compreheasion. Isthe
Dominton to bs converted into o mashine
for spreading Sectarinuism? Ifso, et us
koow i, and we will humbly bow to the-
j yoke. 1fa * Reform ’ House and a **Re-
form " Cabinet are to resorl to means of
thts kind, what way we expeet from those
who do notolaim the name of religion?
Dud 8ir John McDonald and his collengues
in their palmiest days nitiate any measure
more palpably intended to serve Rome,
than the measuro roferred to? The Brr-
| 1158 AMERIAR PRESDATERIAN will suzely
uttes no uncertan sound.f;Yours faithiunlly,

RoserT MURRAY.

Halifax, Mavrch 22ad, 1875,

W
“Conservative” and Mr. Inglis ?

—

Edilor Barrion AMRRICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Stie—Mr. Inglis’ letter ow the Hymn
guestion has surprised me not s little. I
see, by the YeariBook, that this reverend
goentleman ywas ordained in 1842—some

| thirty years ago—and if, during all that

time he *never met & man, professing &
truo missionary spirit, among st those who
slam the book on the desk when a paraph-
rase or hymn was given out in church to
j be sung,” he has produced an argument of
mostoverwhelming force against the psalms
which tho enemies of hymsn- would do well
to ponderand tako heed to ! In my simp.i-
| eity,—Mr Editor, I had always hitherto
thought,that tho very opposite was the case,
and that it wae during the reign of cold and
dreary moderatism when parapbrases and
hymuns were introducod mto the Church of
| Scotland; and, moreover, that it was at this
| ebb-tide of tho churcl’s history, when mis-
sions to the heathen Jwere openly derided
j and proclaimed against by the mcderate
lenders. Indeed, 1 suppose Dr. Carlyle,
Hamilton of Gladsmuir, or Bugh Blair,
would have had uo objections at all tobave
introduced, as Sunday readings from the
pulpit, selections from Hume's History of
England or from Home s Trazedy of Doug-

jas. But I would not wish to Le under-

stood as trying to prove by this, that thexe-

foro ail the admurors of hymus are unortho-

dox and anti-nmussionary. I suppose it will

bo roadily admitted that the free church
cling more tenaciously to the old psalms,
and tho old path, than any other Presby-
terinn body in Scotland, with the vxception
of the Camoronian, aad yet, we are sure

think you lack in knuwledgs of the atro- | that Mr. Inglis would not dare to say that
gant and ambitious spint of the Church of | this dear old church of our fathers is anti-

Rowe, when yon think you can secure the
peace and safoty of the Dominion, and of
the British Eupire by granting her separ-
ate schools. No, she will never cense «.3k-
ing and threatening (ns I have no doubt
Bichop Sweeny, of New Bruuswick, has
been doing in Ottawa when Costigan's re

sointion was on the tapis,! nntil the Do-

, minion and the British Bmpire be dragged

to tho feot of his holiness tho Pope |

Had the House of Commons adopted Mr |

Blake's mootion, it wonld lavo met tho
whole caso honorably, and it would not have
merited the contempt of 2il intelligent Pro.
testants in this and other lands for its
truckling to Rome. Yours, &e.,

Kinloss, 28rd Mur.,1875. EpucaTiox.

ST ——————ey

A vERY interesting and enjoyable social
was held on the 18th alt,, n Zion Chureb,
Brantford. The spacious achool-room was
filled to repletion with adlerents and
friends of the congregation. Much of the
time wan taken up with social intercourse,
and a disonssion of the good things whieh
had been provided by the committes in
chargo, theutmost good feeling amd unan-
imily appearing to prevail among these
present. The chair was ocoupied by the
pastor, tho Rev. Wm, Cechrane. Short
addresses wore given by the chairman, Mr.
Thos Mol.can, Mr, Hudeon sud others, and

missionary} Perhaps the minister of Ayr
will reply, that be only refers to such as
glam the book on the desk.” If this be
what ho moaus, then he neednot have gone
to such trouble and expense to proclaim it
through the press, for no person on either
aside of tho controversy would ever think
of connecoting the Spirit that would prempt
an iandividual to ‘“slam the book on the
desk’ when a hymn was given out to be
sang,” with the Missionary Spirit. I fear,
by the tone ahd spirit uf Mr. Inglis's latter,
that he believes that all the opposs 3 of
bhymn and organ innovations are also op-
os2d to missionary exertion and enterprise.
gsincarely hope that I may be v.rong in
thia supposition, but I cannol se6 the aim
and object of his Jotter at all, if thie is not
what he wishes to set forth, I am glad
to see that Mr. Inglisisnot & Tory. It is
aremarkable fact,thongh, Mr. Editor,which
has its significance, that the most redical
church innovators come from the Tory
ranks. Yours irnly,
CONSERVATIVE,
Smeeneepenyreaype
Tas Thorah portion of the congregation
in connection with the Canada Presbyterian
Church, Boaverton, surprisod-their pastor,
Rev. John MoNab, on Tuesday evening
1ast,'with an address expressing well wishea
for himself and family, aud a purio con-
tainiog a handsome sam of money. The

parly numbared about thirty, wnd spent »

a resdling by Dr. Richol.

vory pleacant evening at thé manse.



