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one we have. At last, thoughi, Psychiatry lias beeîî free
f roin the 1etters which bound i t, and it iS flow exactly
on the saine footing as the othier departments of gencrai
rnec.icine; and that being the case the mnedical mari
must iearn to study the probleiiis presented to hini in-
tclligently anid broadly. H-e niust adopt the elinical
method of investigation, not because it is the best, for
1 believe that eventuaill a biological m-ethod even
broacler in its conception thani the present mode wvill
develop, but becausc this rnetliod affords us the nîost
reasonable plan of studying auty psychosis. At pres-
cnt the average physician thinks hie has done his duty
wvhen lie lias ccrtificd that so and so is insane, and hias
informed the friends that under proper treatinent the
patient wvill recover. It inay be a. case of General
Paresis in the early, or possibly the advanced stages.
A few years ago General Pare3is xvas rarely diagnoscd
by the average physician-sîall I betray a secret-it
was generally ovcrlooked iii several of our asylums.
Dr. lB. Hack Tluke, the erninent psychiatrist, xvas-
astounded at the want of knowledc displayed by the

staffs in sonie of our institutions, and I fear I ornitted

staffs were so igîiorant and so untrained. There can
be no excuse, at the present tinie, for suchi want of
k-nowled ge, and I expect every niedical student who
passeis through even the brief course on Psychiatry
given at Toronto University, to niake a fairly good
diagnosis, and sensible prognosis, in the majority of
cases of insanity. It is possible that we r-n-zv teach hirn
littie, but flhc endeavour is to teachi that little well. As
perhaps the niajority of x'ou know, the modemn iiethod
of classification is based very largely on prognosis, and
while it is truc tlîat you mnai riddlc inarly of the classi-
fications withi the smnall shiot of criticismn, yet if you takce
the trouble to reason the niatter out, you ilh at least
sec that the seherne is a workzablc one, and can casily
be remodelled as our knlowlcdge increases. Thien, too,
in the past, vihile the miost hcart-breaking and brain-


