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The report goes te show that a number of druggits, eoutrary to
law, oeil morphine, opium, and coeaine at exorbitant prices. The
ecustomn for having reserts where the habitués hetake themselves is
growing.

Th-era are so many who live strenuous lives, are on the verge
of despair, and who lead single and solitary lives that they resrt to
these '<dens."1 This condition is one of the prices tliat civilization

A FINE OR AN OPERATION.

Mose inedical mnen in Toronto know that children are sent home
with notes that they -have enlarged tensils, or adenoids, or both.
Now, rthe parents or guardiaus, not being doctors, do flot kn'ow any
better and generally bave the eperations required. In soe cases they
consuit their family physician, who mnay think th-at an operatien is
called for, or that the child had better 11e lef t alone.

This sort of thih can 11e rarried too far and will tend te drag
the medical inspection of publie &ehoel childreu intoecontempt. We do
flot wish te ha uuderstood as sayiug anything against medical inspec-
tion, whieh we urged in the flrst place and have steadily supported
since, but we coutend for ce.mmou sense aud moderation.

We understaud that Dr. Struthers bas stated that enlarged tonfis
must 11e removed. This is backed up by the (Jommissioner of the
Juvenile Court, iVho threatens parents whe object with a fine of $500.
This is going adtogether too far and publie opinion will not tolerate
it. A leading new6paper said the other day on this subject:

'"The status of a minor in the case of swollen tonsils shouad be
considered as a part of the question of parental rights and parental
respensibilities. At what age may a boy or girl reject the decision
of a majority of the medical profession? Prof essional statusa nd
prof essional authorlty may aise 11e considered. The chances of ing
or Ieeing in Isw aud in the treatment of diessare matters for pro
fessional opinion. But whether chances 11e taken in the courts or l
the operatiug table should 11e 'nattera for the clients sud patients i.
diecide. It miay 'lot be wise te put uulimited authority in the liands ùf
a profession flnancially interested in the multiplying of oprtica
however honorable and unselfish the record of that profession may b.-

We hope te hear cf ne more sueli statements, regardltng the rma
cf teonisls. The man' or woman lias -a riglit te choose whethar an oer
ation shall be doue or not. Likewise, parents bave a righv to ay wa
shahl ba doue to the throats cf their ehildren.


