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this absolute necessity public opinion must be educated along the lines
previously referred to in this paper.

There a1,e classes, however, wvhich sentiment fails to reachi and who
must bec protected from themselves. There are in the Province of Ontario
hundreds of feeble-minded girls and women xvithout proper custodial
care. They are to be found in cvery Refuge and Infants' Home in the
Province, and many of them have had several illegitimate children. Il
is not a difficuit task to predict the future of such children. Coming
into the xvorld as they do, wvith the stigma of imbecility stamped upon
them) they are more thari likely destined to become a public charge.
Imbecihity and heredity are the most prolific of the known causes of pau-
perism and crime. The time lias surely corne xvhen more attention should
be paid to prev,,nting the propagation of the species. If for no other
reason than economy it must seemi desirable to make special provision
in this country for the care of feeble-minded wvomen and thus prevent
these poor degenerates f roni perpetuating thecir kind. The cost of pro-
tecting feeble-niinded wvomen nov is normal. The cost of neglecting themn
is appalling. Many of these poor creatures are practically unprotected,
while others hiave found a lernporary liaven among the old people in our
Refuges. The segregation of these degenerates is a questiQn that is
being settled in other countries where establishments have been founded
for the custodial care of feeble-n-iinded wvomen of the child-bearing age.
Such institutions are a necessity and must prove helpful as a means to
prevent the increase in the number of degenerates, wvhicli are a public
charge, increasing from year ho year. No legitimate effort should be
sparcd to prevent the propagation of degenerates, and no one who, is
properly classed as feeble-minded should ever be allowed to beconie a
parent. The samie is truc concerning aIl wha, are really deg:enerate, of
wvhatever class.

NVhat avails the continuons increase of hospitais, asylums and simi-
lar institutions, if the nunîbers ho occupy thaemn grow faster than their
accommiodaions? Flow can xve possibly leave the world better for oui-
%vork if we do not, at least, begin some action ho stop this vicious stream
at ils fountain head? Those w~ho have faithfully and patiently w%ýrestlcd
iit this perplcxing problern have concluded that the only course to, be

taken is to separate ail !rue de,,<enerates froni society and keep thcmn by
tlhemisclves in carefuilly classified groups, under ci rcun stanic'es whici xviIl
insure thiat thevy shail do as litle harm to thîcmselves and tlîeir fellows as
possible and tlîat tlîev shal flot entail upon tlic next generation the bur-
den whicli the prescrit one lias borne. Establishinzg colonies 'or industrial
refuges for thecse unfortunatcs is wlîat is tQrmned "«segreg.-tion."
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