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selecting this Province and this city as the place of meceting for
this year, andi I. feel 1L arn only expressing their wvishies in teni-
dering you a liearty western welcome to our rnidst, and their
hopes that your brio£ sta*y nmongr us wýill bc both pleasant nnd
profitable to you ail.

To .many of yoii; probably to most-of you, the rapid progress
Mind general development of tlîis young Province -%vill corne as
a surprise. It does to rnost of our visitors from the older parts
<if the Dominion -%vho know ]iow recent lias been flic settliment. of
the West. And certainl.y, looking round onie, it does seern seareely
î'ealizable that; the site of this rapidlyý expending eity, of which
its citizens are se -*ustly proud, ,and this veiýy sr'ot on, which. this
building stands, slirrounded by so many comforts and refine-
nuents, of modern life, wvas, less than two decades ago, a -%vild and
alrnost inpenetrable virgin forest, the hiaumts of the bear, the
deer and the primitive savage.

It is less than a score of -years by two that the incorn)oration
of this city tookz place, and yet to-day it wilI compare favorably
wvith many cities of the eider Provinces tw'ice and thrice il-s age.
Fri the medical standpoint it is reachi-ni after a high ideal.

The incomparable -%ater sti-r,'lv which is broughlt iii clit-sed
steel conduiits froni the bosomn of the mountains to flue north of
us; the sewerage system, wvith its septie, tanks, that deliver thieir
effluent into tidaýl waters; the paved streets, withi their arra 'y of
cleaners; flue cernent sidewalks whieh are now% throughout the
city, rapidly replacinZ flue carlier and cruder planiikiuîg-. thc
public -and private hospitals;, the General Hjospital, w'hlichl i- now
being built, and whichi, whien finishced, wvjl1 bc the pecu' of -ans'
hespital, of its size, ail maike it clear that we are cndeavoriivy to
1wepj abrcast of tlie tnes, as well in sanitary as in other mnatters.

It is no idle boqst, then, if I say.that iu tlie West events iive
rapidlv. Tine 1$ no sluggard here, ami , see histor *y fasuiî mIing
itself before our eves* The whvlole of this g«reat Province -wvýjs in
indisputed possession of savage aborigines a hiaif centiiry\ ago.
The closing years of the -first hlaf of thue. nincteenth centur-Y s
the first rc.al settleunent miade on Vancouiver Island nt a pîlace
called Camosun in the native tongue, now Victoria, tflic capital
of the Province.

A few yeýar-s later, iu 18-58, an Act was psdiii flic IToniie
Parlianuent to providc for tlie goverumient of this uucw colôii.V
tliercafter to be known as Britisli Columbia. Froîn titis dale. the
real settlement of the Province I)pzins. The discovcrv of i<dli
the Fraser and Gariboo soon mnade these districts as fanion.; and
as widely 1knuw'vn as Sacramnexto or l3allarat. and a zrent uliriush
of pomulation was the resuit. Buit a very few ye.ars Later the con-
-ecption of that colossal and inonientous unde.rtakingr, flic luild-
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