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THE EFFECTS OF INHAL.ATIONS OF COAL-TAR CREASOT.-Dr

Arnold Chaplin (Bri/is Medical fournal, June 22nd) states that hevisited the creasote and timber works of Messrs. Dent, Boulton andHaywood. he noticed that when the coal-tar creasote vas heated,dense fumes were given off, and that those employed in these fumes-ere remarkably free from pulmonary diseases; and that some whohad cough had become cured. The fumes were tried upon severalpatients at the London Hospital for chest diseases. The method ofadministration was to select a close room about seven feet square, andin the centre place a spirit lamp, over which the coal-tar creasote washeated in a shallow dish. The patient is placed in the fumes for halfan hour at first, but can remain longer after a few days. The nostrilsmay be filled with a little cotton wool, and the eyes and hair protected.The fumes greatlv stiniulate the cough and increase the expectoration.
In this way the tubes are emptied. Afterwards the secretion of phlegmis lessened and the cough lessened as well. The f<etid condition ofthe expectoration is relieved. Marked benefit has resulted from thetreatment in cases of chronic bronchitis and bronchiactosis.

DETECTION OF SUG.AR IN THE UiNE.-Dr. A. R. Elliott (N. Y
ed.fJour., july 27th) gives the following formulæ devised by himselffor the testing of sugar in the urine:

Solution i.-

Cupric sulphate ........................ gr. xxvii.
Glycerine (pure)......................
Distiled iwater.....................---."- ss.
Liq. potasse...---.. ..---........ ad .:iv.

Dissolve the cupric sulphate in the glycerine and water and gently heat.When cold add the liquor potasse.

Solution 2.-A saturated solution of chemically pure tartaric acid.
These solutions are quite stable and keep indefinitely.
Into a test tube pour a drachm of the cupric oxide solution. Boilgently over a spirit lamp. Then add two or three drops of the tartaricacid solution and boil again. The urine is now added slowly drop bydrop until eight drops are added. If no reaction takes place by thistime, there is no sugar. The reaction is a yellowish, or reddish, or

greenish.grey deposit of suboxide, which is marked and unmistakable.In a few minutes the reaction deepens.


