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ANOREXIA NERVOSA.
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A few years ago, Dr. Gull of London
described a forn of nervous disease
mànifested by indigestion of a serious
nature or degree, and it attracted
much attention and discussion. The
" Laucet " in an article of its own
summed up the symptonis of.tie
condition thus: " The patients are
generally young girls from fourteen
anid upwards though we have known
a striking case at a -much earlier age.
The disease may however occur in
niales. The great feature of the cases
is coniplete anorexia leading to extreme
enfaciation, with slow pulse, subnor-
mal temperature and very few respir-
ations, strange to say there is associ-
ated with these depressed functions a
remarkable restlessness, a disposition
to be noving or Nvalking about, though
Zhe patient is an olject of remark in
the street. There is an entire absence
of signs and synptoms. of tuberculous

th r organic edisease."ý Thïe dis
:does i't often prve fatal.

Not very loig ago one of my patients
exhibited in a striking degree sinilair
symptoms an account of which are

now given fron notes made at the
time and before, I noticed Dr. Gull's
report.

The patient was a girl of 21 years
of age. When she came under my care
for treatiment she 'was a very tall girl
had been very stout weighing 160 lbs.
vell nourisied and handsone. never il]

nor requiring medical attention till
about four years before, wvhen attend-
ing boarding school in another town
ber , menstruation which haid beei
regular froni the age of 13 but rather
deficient in quantity, ceased aitogether
and with the exceptiorr of two changes
two years before date of this illness
had coîitinued absent. There had been
no known cause for this, and during
these years I had without seeing her
prescribed binoxide of manganese and
other emnmienagogues %'ithout effect,
and the .irregularity had apparently
affected ber general .health but little,
till about 2. years ago that is Novem-
ber 1892, .when she caine directly
under ny care. She had then be-
come pale, extrem ely eniaciated witli
dyspnoea on exertion and habitual conz
stipation. Iad no appe tite her, friends
siid she did snot eat at ail. Iad nô
cough; no e ienee of lurig disorder,

of the hý1{r; nor lidneys nor liy
.nôr cterine disease uiïlessthé lane1ior-
roa s so cinsidered. Sh Vas in
fair spirits, but would cry readily.
She continued to do certain house
work- against the wish of ber friends,


