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DEATES. ANNUAL RATE OF MOR-
TALITY PER 1000.

MONTHS. i- a

" Jne.............. 38863 80 20 3 24 .6 .5 9.

186 February ............... 3,485 24 42 319 82.6.3 405.2

Sun..........3886 0 09 3 0246 V45 2.

" March............... 46,140 15 " 35 3.9 " 9.1

To enhance the value of the returns for the month of April, 1855, it must be
remembered that the siege 'which with us had slumoberedi throughout the winter
fromn the paucity of healthy men, and the impossibility of getting guns and amn-
munition to the front, was at this period carried on with full vigour. In June,
owing to thc fresh arrivai of unacclimnatized troops, the mortality rose highier than
the previous month, but with this exception, and that of August and Deccember,
it ever after gradually decreased, until, finally, in the mnonth of March, 1856, the
total deaths fromn zymnotic disease numbcred but 15 victims in an army of 46,140
men, presenting us with the wonderful fact of an annual mnortality of 3.9 per
1000 mnen, or a proportion six tuimes less than the proportional death rate for
London, and four turnes less than that of the healthiest county in the healthiest
country in the world. Let us by means of a proportion calculate what the death
rate would have been with the strength in March, 1856, had the samne conditions
and mnortality obtained as in January, 1855, and place the nunmbers side by side :

Deaths in March, 1856, with January, 1855, death rate 1455.7
Actual mnortality in Match........ 3.9

.And now the question may be asked, was ail this saving of human life due to
the enforcement of sanlitary laws ? It was not, but much, very much was due to
the teaching and practice of sanitary science. The enforcement of Hlygienie
laws would have availed but little in the months of January and February.
.An extent of trenches had to be guiarded quite out of proportion to the number of
mnen fit for duty, and present in the field; these men were often on duty for two
days consecutively, including night work, to have slept would have been to get
frozen, their clothes were in rags, boots mnost had but in name. No fuel, could
be had other than the roots of bushes dug for at chance fromn the ground, damp
and difficult of ignition. Tired and worn out many cared not to cook their pro-
visions, some ate their pork raw, others went without, and lived on the hard dry
biscuit, the dead and living lay lu their tents together, hospitals and medicines
there were none, our strength mnay be represented by a mass of figures, but of
real strength we had little. Suchi is a brief picture of 'what ou.r condition then


