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Periscope.—Ectrotic Treatment of Smull Pox.

. ‘harm in this way. - For example, one man’s fits seem to!
‘have been increased by severe counter-irritation ; znd they |
soon ceased under a soothing plan. ‘ ‘
. Lastly, there isa further indication to improve the tone
of the whale system orblood vessels. ' There are some cases
in which we find a beating in the carotids and subclavians,
and fits ensuing as a consequence, and we cannot perceive
that there is any palpitation of the heart. Tt is not that the

* heart'acts'more strongly, but a loss of tone takes place in
the great artéries. They become unduly large, and let the
t carrent of the heéart’s force into them in too great a measure,
~¢causing a determination of blood. This takes place in an
atonic sfate of the system, and is generally connected with

- other symptoms of loss of tone, weakness of muscles, depres-
sion of strength, liability 'to flushings of the face, loss of
power and heat in' the "extremities, and so forth. It is a
great indication in such cases to improve the tone of the
system ; and it is under this head that we may notice the

- operation of what are called tonic remedies. - This is a very
large class ; some of thes¢ rémedies do not appear to be
stimulant at all; they seem to.have very little operation
besides being tonic or promoting the tonic contraction of
animal fibre.. Such, apparently, is the operation of nitrate
of silver, sulphate of zine, sulphate of copper, and some
others.’ “These are amongst the most useful remedies in
diminishing the tendency to these paroxysms; and I suspect
they effect it in'the manner I have just surmised.. =~

‘But there is another class of remedies still more useful,
and I believe they are more useful because they promote
the restoration ‘of the natural circulation in a double mode —
I inean chalybeate tonics, mineral acids, bark, quinine, &e. ;
but none stand so high as the preparations of iron. They

“improve the tone of the bloed-vessels, and operate as astrin-
gents. . None is so useful under such’” circumstances as the
tincture of muriate of iron. In other cases the other forms
of iron may be preferred, but in these cases, where there is
palpitation of the lieart and failure of circulation, the muria-
ted tincture of iron is the best I know. And ihere is another

* ‘operation beside that of increasing the tone of the animal
fibre, namely,.the restoration of the, proper quality and
quantity of the blood ; and by effecting this the inequalities

* of circulation are also reduced. I havestated in the present
lecture that these inequalities are usually connected with !
anzmia. * In proportion'as that1s removed, so ihe vessels.
are better filled with blood of a better quality—mote abun-/
dant in red patticles, and in proportion asitis better circala- |

i

of Dr. Crawford, and we cull the attention of our contemporary
to t.—Eds. B. A. J. )

Dr. Samuel Jackson, ‘(late of Northumberland), was led in
April, 1845, to make an experiment of aborting small-pox by the
tineture of indine, from contemplating its wonderful influence
over erysipclas. Heapplied it to one arm of a child eleven months
old, in confluent small-pox, on the third day of the cruption, and
to the arm which appeared the worst, rubbing it frcely on with.a
sponge, three times that day and twice the next, Or the 1lth
day, when the pocks over the whole body were at their height,
elevated with hard bases, those of the medicated arm were ens
tirely flat, with thin, purulent matter under the dead cuticle, with.
out any swelling of the part. There are, liowever, somc very
slight pits now 1o be seen, but they are very inconsiderable when
compared with thuse on the other arm. . .

Drs. Goddard and Surgent have since tried the application,

Dr. Sargent used the iodine on one side of the face in twenty.
five cascs—**the swelling, soreness and tenderness were very
much less than on the'sides not covercd ; each pock remained
flattened ; but I cannot say that it prevented pitting.” ‘

Dr. Goddard writes that he tried the medicine in five cases—
“not one of the patients shows the least pit or mark; none of
them had been vaceinated, and the discuse was confluent in most
of them.” ‘ o

' Onc advantage of ‘this trcatment, Dr. Jackson remarks, is,
“ that it removes the cuticle and leaves the part free from those
disgusting discolorations whicli commonly remain for months,"~ .

Med. Ezuminer, Aug. 1846.

To the Editors of the Montreal Medical Guzeite.

GextLEMEN,—Will you do me the favor to give a place in the
Montreal Medical Gazetlte, to a suggestion which 1 wish to offer
tomy professional brethren, in expectation, that with their co.ope.
ration, it will be found .capable of conferring a valuable benefit,
upon the public. S C .

Tt is briefly, the application of the tineture of Iodine (form
Magendic) to prevent the unscemly consequences which' attend
small pox, and farther to render the discase milder and less' dan.
gerous, by its peculiar antiphlogistic powers, o

- I have'been in the habit of using this application very exten-
sively,'in e great variety of affections for sume years ; particularly
in acite rheumatism, neuralgia and erysipelas, more especially that |
of the face ; and have reason to speuk of it in high terms of com«
mendation. Erysipelas having been very prevalent in this city,
during the last four years, I have hud an opportunity of treating,
‘o great number of cases, and althongh many of these appeared
in imminent danger, all cxcept one, (thatof an old hospital nurse,).
terminated favorably, and it is my conviction, that the mortality .
-would have becn much greater, had ‘I not used this application.,

‘ted to the extremities, less expended on parts near the heart ' 1 would by no means cxelude the usc of constititional remedies’
itself, in' that proportion will the tendency to tliese fits or|in this disease, which.(although it cepecially shows itself ag'a’-
other ‘evil Tresults connected with ‘irregular’ circulationFpcc;u]iar'loculinﬂamn‘m‘ﬁon) is essentially ‘dependent on a derange~’

diminish. 'Hence we find that although by hydiocyanic
‘acid, digitalis, and other means of tranguillizing the circu-.
lationy in the first instance we can best prevent a recurrence
of these paroxysms, yet we produce a permanent cure . best’
hy the fonic class of remedies. ' They improve the tone of-
/ the hody, the condition of the general circulation, and ren=
der the” heart’s, action more effectnal for this purpose..—

- Medical Gazette.

© + ECTROTIC TREATMENT OF SMALL POX.
| We copy the following from our ‘esteemeit ‘conlerﬁporar}. the
Medical 'Ezaminer—end we do so for the purpose of exhibiting:
that if in thé application of the tincture of jodine to emul 'fiéx
- with an cétrotic view, any merit is ducto the original experimenter,
- that merit way with full propriety be claimed- by .our townsman,

Dr. Crawford ;. whose. views were detailed in a paper submitted to ]’

tlig profeasion, in vol.'1, Na. 1, of the Montreal Medical Gazette,
‘the circ‘ulat,ibn'tjf which -would ‘thus either appear to'have’ been
Limited, of its contents 1o have escaped parlicuiar observation.
We subjoin the extract froni our contemporary, as also the papet
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ment of the general system; 1 have, however, on almost all oc.'
‘casions, seen such decided benefit result from jts use, when pers
haps little or nothing elsc has been done, that I would rather re:;
linquish the use of. every other application or remedy, than resign .
this one. -A’ distinguished medical practitioner of this city, &’
short time since, admitted to me that he had not, until lutely dane.
Jostice to.this remedy, and that he now. attributes any unsatisfacs.
tory. results he had . cxpericneed on furmer, ocgasions, to his'not..
having properly and Tully. carried out 'its application, Although”

[ | it is not my object at jrescnt, to ‘extend this notice of its use in.

erysipélas, 1 must not omit mentioning, that T'have, on many'o¢-"

i-| cusions, ‘testéd (coniemporancously;) the merits of. the. several’

locgl applications recommended in this discase, and:1 .have nox
hesitation in assigning a superiority to it above afl others. - Observ-
ing this superiority, and ut the sanie. tine the similarity in, !

‘modes operandi, of  this application, and that of nitrate of silves,
it occuired to me, to make triul of it jn small pox; with thevie
of preventing pitting and scars, for which object ‘the nitrate

silver has been so frequently wsed.. - 0 0 o0

A severe case of variola confluenta’

Montreal: Hospital; in the end of ‘Séptember: last, on the second
day of the eruption, which  was atténded by considerable tumefas:
tion of the, face. the forchead and one cheek . were . painted wi
the tincture, the immediate, effect of which was to cauee & go
eal of pain, which however subsided in a shiort titne, and appeared -

‘being  ndmitted into thes



