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diate sphere of action. [t is thus that, while the Sulpicians,
in Montreal, were considered as unfivorable to the popular
movements, the priests of the Seminary of Quebec were
supposed to entertain views more in harmony with those of
the liberal party, that is to say, down to the years 1832 and
1834, when the &2 des fubrigues and the 92 Resolutions in-
augwrated in Lower Canadian polities amore energetic, and,
as one might say, a more violent course, which, in the end,
led to the disastrous events of 1837 and 1838.

It is not, however, to be inferred that, at any time, the
gentlemen of the Seminary were mixed up, directly or in-
directly, with any political move 3 on the contrary, they
have atways been most remarkable for carefully avoiding
any worldly intreagne. IInd they been otherwise inclined,
another cireumstance would have praced additional power
at theiv command. Since the disruption ¢f the Chapter of
the cathedral, the bishops of Quebee have always been -
mates of the Seminary, and it wus vnly under Archbishop
Signai, in 1847, that a new paluee, being cected, there was
again a separate establishment, and a kind of Chapter col-
lected around the archbishop, althuugh not under that caw-
nical naine. Far from tuking advantage of wriengements
which subsisted for mwre than @ centmy, tu prowote the
interests of their Order, by hav g bishups wppuinted trowm
among their vwn budy, severd supeniors of the Senunary,
and among them the celebrated Jérdme Densers, e known
to have declined the cpiscopal throne and diguaty.

I have just spuken of the Chapter which wus mstituted
by Mgr. de Laval. It wus another suuree of touble to the
pious prelate, whose ardavuas wmission scemed to have been
vowed to every kind of ubstacle and nushaps. When Byshop
of Pétrée, he had been named Bishop of Quebec by
Clement XIV, under @ Julle or instrument dated 1st Octo-
ber, 1674, with power to create & Cliaptes composed of
twelve Canuns, an Archdeacon, 1 Dean, and other digm-
taries. It was only un the 6th of Novewber, 1654, that he
gave effect to that permission. The followsug gentlemen
were the first manbers of the Chapter: My, Henr de Ber-
niéres, Dean (the young s who had come with i and
had been sinee ordained a priest), Mr. Ango des Maizerets,
Archdeacon ; Mr. Chs. de Glandelet, Prelend of Theologsts,
and MM. Sommande, Pinguct, Buisson, de la Colombiére, Le-
vallet,Delenze, and Germain Morin, Cusnvas. The last numed
was the first native of Canada who had been ordumed 2
priest.

Through some obstacles that were thrown in their way,
and on account of an exaggerated opinion they had formed
of the difliculties of their new position, the Canons, who
were at the same time entrusted with the care of the parish
of Notre Dame de Quéhee, resigned this latter function, and,
by reason of this and of other difficulties vccurring in his vast
diocese, the bishop went back to France for @ third time.
Although, at our present day, the fact of one man crossing
the ocean seven times in his life may be of very common
occurrence, in those days we may firly state that it was a
proof of very great energy and activity.

Finding himself worn out by the cares that had belabored
Lim and by the storms, both physical and moral, which he

had weathered, and helieving, with that modesty which is
never to be found but with men of' the highest stamp, that
another would be more able than himself to complete his
great undertaking, he, himself, prayed for the appointment
of a successor. Mgr. Jean Baptiste Chevriéres de la Croix
de Saint-Valier was appointed, and Mgr. de Laval, having
returned to Canada, took his abode at his Seminary, where
two most disheartening accidents were awaiting him. On
the 15th of November, 1701, while the priests and their pu-
pils were spending o holiday at the farm of Saint Michael,
near the river Cap-Rouge, a fire broke out in the Seminary,’
about two o’clock in the afternoon. Tt Jasted till night, and
the whole building was destroyed. The bishop, being ill,
liad to be carried away in a hurry from the burning halls of
an institution which he had created with so much labour,
and which must have becn so dear to him. The professors,
together with their illustrious leader, took refuge in the
Jesuity’ College, and, nnmediately, Mgr. de Laval wrote to
TFruuee to obtain relief; and speedily set to wurk to rebuild
his Sewinary. After four years, it was nearly completed,
and the classes kad bLeeu re-vpened, when, on the first of
Octuber, 1705, another firc Lruke out, through the carcless-
ness of the workmen., This time, however, 2 purtion of the
building was saved. The Jesuits’ College was again ressurted
tu, and, with andawnted courage and perseverance, the old,
infirm, and sadly-tried prelate, assisted Ly the zeal of his
successor, again undestook to put ap that whichwas « fowrtd
budding, if we tuke into account the temporary wooden one
erected puevious to 1688, Ile, again, wenl successfully
through the new ordeal ; and when God was pleased to re-
ward his long and herowe laburs, by calling him tv Heaven,
he could sce the Seminary of Quebec again in operation.
There is no doubt that one of his greatest causcs of an-
xiety, in his last hours, must have been the fear that new
disasters should, again, visit his favourite undestaking., But
his confidence in Providence was s great and su undis-
turbed, that it must, in a great measure, have allayed the
feelings which would, vtherwise, have overcome his mind,

From his death, however, the Sciinary, having paud the
tribute of mishaps and accidents which scems to be owned
by every great undertaking at its vutset, became every day
more and more prosperous.

It was on the 6th of May, 1708, that this great bencefactor
of Canada left this world, at the advanced age of 85 years
and seven months.

I need not attempt to deseribe the feelings of the popu-
lation, who looked up to him as their leader and their father
in everything. Ilis mortal remains were taken to all the
churches of the city, a religions ceremony being performed
in cach of them, in the presence of crowds of people, and
they were finally buried in the cathedral. Two orations
were delivered: onc on the burial day, and another some
time after, by Mr. de la Colombiére.

Onc of the chief characteristics of Mgr. de Laval was his
great fortitude of mind and noble simplicity of manners. A
few circumstances are related by his biographers which will
stand cvidence of both those qualities. When he was car-
ried away from the Seminary, at the moment of the first




