
PRAYER OF THE PUBLICAN. 5

day,--.itd corumon ainong those who
profess wvhat is called evangelical
doctrine,.-to talk of' and prescribe
certain MEANS of attaining cen interest
ini the salvation of Christ :-mea,-s to
be employed by the sin ner, for attain-
ing-what is the GIF'r of God and
the WORK of God 1 Away wvtli the
language and with the thoughtl It
removes to a distance from the sinner
that ItIGHTEOUbNESS, whichi the re-
velation of God brings nigk to those
w~ho are farthest fro!n righiteousniess.
(1,- xlvi. 129, 13. Rtom. i. 17Î.) What
saithi the righiteou sness whichi is of
FAITY ? Rom. x. 6-13. IlThe
wvord is nigk thee, in thy mouth and
in thy heart,-even the word of
faithi which the APOSTLES preach,J
-that if thou shait confess with thy
znouth the Lord Jesus, and shiait be-
lieve in thine heart-[or inwardly
credit thedeclaratio]-tlaî Godhlai
raised leimfroin t/he deacF'-in attes-
tation of the Divine coiinplacency iii
lus offering for s..-" THOU SIA LT
BE sAvED.-The word of the (God of
trulli is worthy to be credited - the
foutidation whicli God hath laid in
Zion is worthy to be trusted.-" Hoiv
beautiful upon the mouintains are the
feet of Hiîm thatbringethgoodtidings!
that publisheth peace ! that bringeth
good tidings olgoodf! that publisheth
SALVATION !" IlSing, 0 ye heavens;
for the Lord hat/ clone it - shout, ye
lowver parts of the earth ; for the
Lord hath redeemedJacob:-the Lord
liath made bare bis holy armn in the
eyes of ait the nations; and ail the
ends of the eartb bave seen the sal-
va-lion of outr God." (Is. xliv. 23. lài.
7-10.)

Are you, Reader, a professor of
the Gospel,--professedly a partaker
of hope towvards God-the Itope of
eternal qte P And what emboldens
you in your approaches to the most
H-igyh? What encourages you tecorne
unto God, crying IlAbba I Father 1"
Is it singly and alone the view of the
propition, which encouraged the

Publican P and in which you see an
openi and sure way of access into the
holiest for the ceiefofsinners ? Then
you have indeed Il fellowship with the
Father and with lus Son Jesus Christ:"
(1 John i. 3.) and the confidence and
elrejoicing of hope"ý-tkus inspired-
cannot be too strong. But is it the
contemplation of you r repentance§-
your fait/e-your conversion-your
experience-your evidences for heaven
-that emboldens you to draw nearP
Your -%vorsbip is a vain oblation.
You are "1trusting in yourself that you
are righteous, and despising others.:"
-and flot the less so, because you
profess to give God the praise for
that difference between you and
others, which you suppose warrants
the confidence of your approach.

Are you, Reader, one of the few
disciples of the despised Jesus? (Is.
xlix. 7.) who know the divine cer-
tainty and see soinething of the divine

jglory of luis propitiation? "bI ld
fast the profession of your faith wit.h-
out wavering." "HoId tie beginning
of your confidence stedfast tinté the
end.-" and " be not moved away from.
the hope of Mle Gospel." (Heb. iii.
14. x. 2-3. Col. i. 9-3.) Rejoice
greatly in the Lord, and glory in the
Rock of our salvation. Beware of
the cunning craftiness of' mnen, that
"llie in w'ait to deceive-" by good
words and t'air speeches." (E ph. iv.
14. Rom. xvi, 18.) Beware of the
1-deccivableness of unriguteousness in
them tbat perish." (Q. Thess. ii. 10.)
Beware of the continued ungodliness
and pride and deceitfulness of your
owiiftesli. (Rom. vii. 18. Ga]. v. 17.
Jeremn. xvii. 9.) Let that word of
trutli, through which you have been
"1begotten again unto a lively hope
by t/S resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,"ý-let thatword "abide
in you ;" and you shall bring forth,
fruit unto God. (James i. 18. 1 Pet
i. 3. 23. ii. 2. 1 John ii. 2%. Col. iii.
16. Johin xv. 5. 7.

Too many after havingr seemed to
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