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at the tirne were, that hiad I no other encouragement ta labour wiith «re.
newved assiduity in those islands, than the spectacle which is now presen:-
ed, of wvitnessing the youngr reared under rny owvn mninistrations, taking tho
place of the aId in leading the dce'otions of the brethren, there ivas
inducement enough irn this ta lead me ta devote niyself wvith, renewved
vigour ta the ivor< in wvhiclh 1 was engaged, in the lively hope that my
labour should not be iii 'vain."

In t"- oeveral congregations noticed above, there have been additions
to the mnembership during the year, but they have uaL much exceeded the
numnber of disjurictions. The vant of P-dequate employment tenders
neressary a considerable emigration, more especially of the youthful popu-
lation of the islands; and the Churches have cons! antly ta regret, as far as
their own interests and outwvar'l prosperity are coucerned, the removai of
the young, and these most frequcntiy the niost promising- of their members.
lu these circumstances, while the ministers ivho are engaged irn rearing
these infant Churches, are furnishied ivith very powerful inducemnents to,
continue their labours, thot the young who are trained up under their
ministrations ray, ivherever they go. be 4,a seed that shall serve the
Lord," the cause of trath, and of piety, is ideutified wvith their exertions, and
puts forth the niost powverful dlairas upon, the members of other churches.
The education,-especially the religious ir.struction of the youth,-is here,
if aay where, of paramount iripartance. It wcre difficuit ta estimate the
amount of influence exerted by those who are religiously educated, ivhen
they are scattered, as the Orkney youth frequently are, over aIl parts of
the world. The schools and classes attached ta the different Congrega-
tions are abjects of deep pastoral solicitude, and are now, ns they always
have heen, under constant pastoral superintendance. Thcy might be very
considerably iucreased in number, were the means of support only fur-
riished to pramote their extension. Thanks are due ta those, churches
ivhich ar., nt present exteuding their aid. In connexion with other mninis-
terial ivork-, pastoral visitation has, as usuel, during the year, been con-
tinually prosecuted. It has been extcndcd flot only ta, the members them-
selves of the several Congregations, but, where oppo.-tunities invited, ta
their neighbors, and also ta the grenerai hearers Nvlha attended upon ordi-
nances. Public addresses have been frcqueutly delivered likeivise in the
districts visitcd. As is coniman in the United Secession Chureh, the
families of the Congrregrations hava been regulirly examined-tlic yoting
as ta religiaus linowledge, the aid as to persanal religion. Religiaus
tracts have been extensively circulatcd throughaut the islands, and btave
done rnuch gond. If nny advçancemnenlt has been made in religion, much,
under God, is ta b ha scribrd ta the spirit cngendcred. and the haly influ-
ence promnoted, by the fellowship, meetings for praycr and raligrious
confèrence, which have bean under the regular superintendance of the
E iders, and have been frequantly visitcd by the Mlinistars. It is the
carnest and parvading desire of the Associated Churches throughout this
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