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power bobind the throne at Constantinople. The tribes near Aden, and
the entire South Coast, inchuding Oman 'witli Muscat, are ini ono lvay or
another tiider subsidy or ' protection ' by the English, who rul the Gulf,
and have a voico at Busrah and Bagdad. Aide, wild Nejd bonds to the
iron èceixe of the greatest Arab of our day, Ibn Rasheed, the Ameer of
je*e hmnr For the rest, nomads roam the free descrt, ac1knowledg-
ing no Sultan save the sword; they hold the parliamient of war or peace
in the blackr tents of Kedar. Thus, within the last fifty years have the
sehisls of Islam, the turmoil of Arab rebellion, and the diplomacy of
Englisil commerce, burst the barriers of the land of Ishmael for the Ail-
conqueriflg Son of Isaac ; t'ho vcry cradie of Islam is aimost unveied for
lte hcmalds of the Cross." To viw-hich 1 may add that Bahrein, the naine

given to two islands which lie just of£ the coast of El iiasa, and are the
centre of the peari fishery, has in a remarkable inanner been prcserved
froin Turkish. aggression, and is ruleil by an Arab Sheikli under the con-
trol of the rtihResident at Bushire. 'The isiands have a large popula-
tion, are the nearest point along the coast to, Nejd and ail Central Axabia,
and are therefore of the utmxost importance as a mission station for an
advance in that direction. In ail these political arrangements we cleariy
trace the ovcrruling hand of God, curhing Tuirlish aggrsin upea
ig W\ahabee fanaticismn, and so prcparing the way for reis n sp pres

is not rooin to, dwell bore upon othitr influences which have told ini the
saule direction, such as the extension of commerce and intercourse ivith
India, and the spectacle of the beneficent resuits of the B3ritish Govemnment
in tliat country, in Aden, and in Egypt.

But of yet greater interest is the question of the present religious con-
dition of the Arab races. Docs Islam retain its hold upon them, as firmly
as ever t IIow doos theïr presenit mental attitude toward it, and toward
tbe Chistilanity wvhich. it once supplanted, compare 'with that of the past
agecs aud witli that of the Arabs of North Africa?1 T'he question can only
be ightly touche upon here. Té treat of it at ail satisfactorily would
need a ider ana fuller acquaintance than we yct possess, not oniy wvith
the, citent t, 'which the outward forms of their religion are obscrved, but
also with the inuer thoughts ana lifé of the people. Arahia is an immense
country, about three fonrths the size of India. Vast portions of it have
as yet been unvisited cicept by a chance travdiler passing hastily through,
ana haiing littie real ixitercours -with the m'habitants. There nxay lie
lying, deep below the surface, phases of religions thought in parts of it
'with 'which we are wholly unacquainted. Ras Chxistianity quite ditd out
in the course of ages, or are there stili faint memories and traditions of it
-whicli have influenced the religions ideas of the present day ! We know
not. It is certain, however, that in another country which might ho
nuxned sucli a.survival of as remote a past has actually taken place, and
may yet prove a powerful factor ini the conversion of its, inhabitants. In
general ternis, however, it ay perhaps b. uaid that the influences of
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