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up against her. But our hands in America are as deep in this drink trafficgs
yours are, and we come here to beseech you along with us that the Christiay
Church of Europe and America as a whele shall advertise itself out of this
business, and shall declare th-t whosoever hereafter is responsible for jty
continuance, that responsibility, by the help of God, shall no longer lic at
our doors. I protest against this Lraffic because of the demoralizing effect jt
has on the native races. "We know something of what it does at home, tut
these effects are far more tremendous abroad. These native races are in {he
position of minors or infants. 1If we insist, and rightly insist, that those who
sell liquor to children and minors shall be punished, shall we force thistralie
on those nations that are composed of minors altogether? I protest againgt
the traffic, also, because it is desiructive of legitimate commerce. The oy.
penditure of resources for the gratification of the drink appetite rendersit
impossible for the natives to deal in more wholesome articles of trade. Tagk
you, in thename of common senseand righteousness, if youare goingtoalipw
this one deadly traflic to deprive you of honest gain in those countries which
in so wonderful a way have been opened up to trade in modern times? Ig
you force rum upon them, you cannot give them cotton, because they haye
nothing to buy cotton with. But stay, there is one trade that may bemn-
proved by the rum trade. Isaw in one of your morning papers this weekg
paragraph with reference to King Quamin Fori, and a visit paid to him by
Sir Brandford Griffith, Governor of the Gold Coast : ¢ All that King Quamm
Fori asks is that Her Majesty’s representiive will instruct the merchantsof
Addah to pay for palm-oil in cash instead of gin.” The Governor, m answer
to this appeal, said he could not interfere with the course of trade. Thelast
sentence in the paragraph is {o the following effect :

“ The prevalence of the habit among Christian traders in that region of paying the heathen forhis
goods ‘in gin,’ may possibly have something to do with the curious circumstance that king after
king with whom the governor held a palaver, during his official progress, appears to have asked for
a supply of handcuffs,”

““Yes, the trade in handcufls is one that is stimulated by the gin traffe,
Here is a trade-mark for the gin bottle. Handcuffs! Handeulls! Yes,
handcuffs that enslave, handcuils that degrade; O, yes, put it on the gin
bottle everywhere.

¢« X protest against this traffic because of the retribution which it is sure to
bring on the nations who protect it. Irejoice in the ringing words quoted
by Mr. Hudson Taylor from Mr. Henry Richard : ¢ The government of Godis
real; the government of God is moral ; the government of God is retribu.
tive.” Has Great Britain forgotien to read the lesson of the Indian mutmy?
Has America forgoiten {o read the lesson of ihie civil war? Shall we allow
ourselves to go to sleep agam over an evil like ihis, folding our arms andsay-
ing : ‘Let it alone; it will {ake care of itself’? The Governor of the Gold
Coast said, ¢ We cannot interfere with the course of trade.” This has been
said again and again in history. It remindsme of the pasrage: ¢ Yetalittle
more sleep, a little more slumber . . . soshall thy poverly comeasomn
that travaileth, and thy want as an armed man.” Oh, thai armed man! We
saw him in America twenty ycears ago, and Getiysburg was the retribution
of letting it alone. You saw it in the Indian mutiny away back among the
fifties, and that fearful time was the reiribution of letting it alone, Arewe
to let it alone again, and bring down still greater retribution upon our heads
in America and upon you here?

““Once more I prolest against this detestable traffic because of its neutral
izing effect upon the efforts of our Christian missionaries. Why should we




