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population. But probably in Siam and the Laos country thiere are not
far f rom ciglit millions. In othier words, witli an area six times as
great as the State of New York, Siamn lias a population about equtal to
thiat empire state. Its capital, Bangkok, the Venlice of the Orient,
contains itself probably liaif a million. &

We smile at the biorage thiere paid to the "1strange colored " cle-
pliant, wbli cil raliks amon~g thec nobility, lias titles, gold bands on bis
tusks, is served by kneeiing attendants witlb trays; of silver, and is
sprinkled wvithi sacred water by obsequious priests, and attenided by
court physicians. But we mnust not judge the Siarnese, by this born-
age to a beast, to be simply la degraded and superstitious nation of
elephant ivorshipers ; nor, by the shioe-brushi top-knot, or tuft of coarse
black liair on the crown of tbe hlead, mîust we infer thiat tbley l'Lvc
neither taste nor mauners nor osthuftic notions. Tliey are gentie,
amiable, respectful to parents and to old age, k-iiid tochildren, urballe
anid polite to strangers, above the average in claanliuess and initelli-
gence, and capable of bligli culture and refinement. They are un-
truthiful aud conceited, polyga..my prevails among themn, gambling
homses abound, a.nd mon liave beeiî known to seji t]îeir own wives anîd
chiidren to })ItY debts incurrocli ithis fa-sciningiio "vice of risk." But
flot even in China and Iiidia hiave wornen suchI freedom and intelli-
gence and ability; and in fewv countries do wider doors to mission
efforts present thecinsilve.-. Buddhi.sm is hure found in its purest and
imost unmixed state, ivitli its virtual, athieism, and niatorialism, and
wlîeel of endless transmigrations, ivithi .7'.poiz,, like the Brabînanistic
Nirvana, the goal. of al dcesire, annihilation of ail idividuiai ln
Idois aboulid everywllore. In one temple as many as 14,000 inay lie
found; and in Bangkok alone are 200 temples withi 10,000 yellow-
robcd lazy priests supported by charity.

rlie conditions were flot inviting to missionary labor ; and to coin-
plicate tbc questioni stili more, the papal churcli liad carried its Cor-
rupted forrn of Christianity into Mùüang Ti, e -The Land of the Free, - as
early as 1662, and hiad lowered evon the llonishi standard of the
gospel to a level scarce above that, of hecathienisin itself, seeking to Win
couverts; by accommodating, if nlot assimilatinig, Chiristianity to the
native prejudices and cuistoms.

It is now sorne sevc>.nty years ago since the first Prottýstant approacxes
were mnade to thiat sbirine of l3uddhlisnî ; 'and, curiously enougli, it was
WivnvaW&s ha7ui1, as in thie 7enarna -vork lu Inidia and the evangcIistir
work in Mexico, that put thec gospei's golden key in the door thet
opened into Siamn. While living at Riangoon, in Burmahi, Mrs. Ami
Hiasseltine Judson becanie deéply interested in the Siamese resideonts
ini thiat city. On thîe last day of April, 1818, slie wrote to a friend iii
this country as fo]w:

««Accoiînpaiiyiiug is a catcechisin in Siarnese which I have just copied for
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