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THE RUSSIAN STUXNDISTS. [October

satisfaction for their religious needs. They have thus been led into form.
ing for themselves as much of an organizalion as the many legal shackles
have permitted them to form.

Organization and Form of Worship.—The highest cffice of this very
clementary organization is that of elders or preshyters, who are chosen
by the communities, and are, as far as possible, men of age and experi-
ence. Their principal duty is to lead the public services, and to preside
at marriages and funerals. They need not have oratorical talent or deep
theological learning, but they must be well versed in the Seriptures anl
be alle to explain them. Each elder has supervision over one or twy
coramunities, often over a whole district. They visit the villages of their
district where their brethren are scattered, and take charge of the funds
which are given them for the sick and needy. Onc important duty is
to confer frequently with the presbyters of other districts, and also to act
as intermediaries between the brethren who are imprisoned or exiled and
their families. "We can sece how much tact and prudence it requires on
their part not to excite the suspicions of the police.

Next in importance to the elders are the deacons, who are generally
younger men fall ‘of zcal, but at the same time men of discretion. The
deacons have charge of the Sabbath-schools, and preside at the regular
services in the absence of the presbyter. They keep the records of birtls,
marriages, and deaths, and attend to the meting out of assistance tv the
aged and sick.

The elders and deacons do not form a clergy distinet from the people.*
They work for their living just as their brethren do, usually tilling the
soil.  They receive no salaries, simply their traveling expenses when 'tbu.\'
make trips in behalf of their congregations. In the beginning the Stup.
dists thought to have more of an organization, with lists of the members
regularly recorded and periodical meetings of the clders and deacons, 2
common treasury, cte.; butall these features, which give unity and eohesion
1o a movement, were broken up by persceution.  Every movement of their
leaders was watched, and as soon as their plans were known by the priests
ar the police, measures were taken to thwart them. If they attempted o
appoint an clder or deacon, he was immediately ordered by the cisil
authorities to another district, and not even permitted to remair there any
length of time. QOften the lists containing the names of the members
were seized by the police, and being thus in their power, we know the
treatment which, at 2 moment's notice, they could be forced to underan,

But despite these difficultics, the movement has preserved a remarkalle
nnity.  Some inevitable divisions have occurred, which nothing bt the
existence of one recognized head would have been able to prevent.  The
differeat congregations keep in conununication as weli as possille with
cach other.  The kead men exchange visits as often as they can, and keep

* The vhlem ustidiy receive the Jaying on of hande, but uat always ; for the persecttions of e
bave been sa bitter, that nene of these fuuetions could be regalarly administerad,




