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satisfaction for their religions needs. Tliey have thus been led into form.-
ing for themsclves as rnuch of an orgranization as the inany legal shackles
have permnitted them to formn.

Orýqanizauionz and Forub of Worshtip.-The highlest cifice of this very
elentary organization is that of eiders or preshyters, who are cho.,eil

by the communities, and are, as far as possible, men of age and ex peri.
ence. Their principal duty is to, lead the public services, and to, prcsi-lc
at narriages and funerals. Thev need not have oratoricai tlent or el
thieologrical learingr, b ut they inust be %veli versed in the Seriptures aul1
be Pl.ln to explaixi theni. Each eider lias supervision over one or twu
cox.mmunitics, often over a whole district. They visit the villages of thieir
dib'trict -m here thoir brethiren are scattercd, and take charge of the fundis
-%ichl are given thein for thie sick and needyv. One imiportant dutv is
to confer frequiently ivith the presbyters of othier districts, and also tu act
a,.s intermediarics between the brethren wlio are irnprisoned or exiled au.]
their families. We cau se liow mnuchi tact and prudence it requires onl
thecir part not to excite the suspicions of the police.

Next in iimportance to the eiders are the deacons, who are guineraliv
younger mn full 'of zeal, but at the saie fine men of discretion. Tlc*
deacons have charge of the Sabbath-schools, and preside at the rceguhtîr
services in lte absence of the presbyter. They kecp, the records of birtl;,,

inrraes, and deaths, and attend te the xeigoto sitnet b
aged and sick.

The eiders and deacons do not forin a clergy distinct froin ftue pteoplc.*
Thiev wvork for t1hair living just as thecir breilhren do, nsually tilliun- tite
soil. They receive uo salaries, siniply their traveling expenses wliet thtv
Ynakze trips in behiaif of thecir congregations. In the begrinninig the Stun.

dit honlt to bave more of an organization1, -%Vith hists ofte nzbi

reguilarly recorded and periodical nietinga.1 of the eiders and deae(uns, a
coininon treasury, et&.; but ail tiiese features, which give unity and CclsjajJ

to a nio:vuent, Nvere broken up by persetion. Every moveinent of titeir

leaders wvas watelied, and as soon as their plans wvere known by ilie priesis
cir the police, nieasures -%ere taken te thwai't thein. If they aitteinp.d to.
appoint an eid2r or deacon, lie wvas iiînmneffiatchy ordercd býy the civil
anthorities to, anitlier district, and flot even permitted te reniain therc any
I<!ng.t11 of tinie. (ften the lists containinr the names (if the iiienit-ers
were seizeidb lie police, and being thius in their power, wc 1-n-::w LI e
treatuilent which., nt a iiionienit*s notice, they couid be forccd t.e undtm,).

flutt despoite these difliculties, the iniovernent lias prcscrvcd arcaks!
nuiitv. Sîeinevitaisle divisions have occurred, which nothýii but Oie.
ei tenue of on<' rccoignizcd he w~ould ]iave been able to prcvcî't. TL<

dtretcon'-re ations keep iii eonuinuicafion as wdell as possible with
ea"hîl othier. The hiead mnen excliange visits as often as they c.an, sud k«ep

lu Tiàc tvlbtrg« u:t rterci'r lir layliug n: of hanii, but istt alwvays , for th<r pec'cut.;on, o! hie
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