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Seraps of History.

Ten tar Tuw CoroNisr,

Tho carly history of that part of ZSanada
which lics to the west and northwest of the
great lakes is a very interesting subject of
study for the thinking classes of its present
inhabitants, but unfortuuately what is knowa
of its eatly history is very mecagre-in details
and only leaves us with o tantalizing desire
for more. Unlike the oldor parts of the
contizent, this has been without the simpliest
forms of civilization until within the last
contury and a hatf.  With only the iude and
untutored Indians for inhabitants it could not
Lo uxpected that much care would be takea to
chronicle tho events of note that have taken
Placo previous to the coming of the white man,
No doubt tho origin of some of those old Indian
legends of whichwe occasionally get aspecimen,
was in the rost important epochsin the history
of their tribes, but these in their present form
aro uccless for historical purposes. After the
firat visite of the whitemen, however, we bogin
to cateh glumpses of the passing events which
give ns  au  imperfect idea of their real
nature.

The “fiest authentic kaowledge we have of
whites vititing the country is of & trip which
was made by two Freach gentlemea named
Raddison and Do Grosselier, in the year 1666,
who after passing around Lake Superior,
ascended the Kawmiuistiquia, crossed to the
Raipy River, and followed its course to the
Lake of the Woods. From there they pro-
cceded by the Winoipeg River to the lake of
that name, across it to the Nelson and on to
the Hudsow's Bay. \What a woaderful wip
thoy must have had. If they could have koown
that they were on the very outskirts of the
richest of the world’s gravaries, the future
homg of a wultitude of happy people, how
much more iatevestedly tiey wounld  have
studied their surroundings. Previous to this
time, although the Indians who dwelt on the
shores of the Ureat Likes amd who were well
acyuainted with the whole couuntry had some-
times wld of its woaders to tie few whitemen
who were venturesome etvugh to cross the
mighty stretehes of primeval forest and rocky
wilderoess whicn sy between thew  und
civilizativn, tathing wus kuown of a land of
which praises e now being sy in the tongues
of a score of nations.

As a result of representations which these two
men made to Eaglish merchants on  their ro.
tarn home, a Captaia Gillan fitted ous in 1667
n veesel aud 2et vut on a voyage of discovery.
Ho fient 1isited Batlin’s Bay, aod from theace
sailed southward 10 almiost the extremc of
James Bay where hic entered a river which he
named Princo Rupert’s.  Oa this hic crected a
small fort. Shortly afterwards he rezurued to
Eogland and no doubt with glowing accounts
of the new aud wonderful country with its
great inland scas. At any rate he awakened a
deep desire among the Eonglish merchants to
control tho trade which they saw would
ineritably spring up with this vast and rescurce.
{ol country. Thoy applied to Charles 1l for
a patent which ho granted. This was the
ariginal ludson'’s Bay Co. Charter, which boro
tho dato May 2ad, 1670. No sooumer was it

obtained than they bogan to make preparations
to occupy the country. A goveruor nawmed
Bailoy was scat out with a full equipment of
supplivs and instructions to build forts at
advantageous points in which the fur’ trading
could be cartied on. He first built Forts
Rupert und Nelson, and by the year 1686 had
added Albauy, Moose and Severn, on rivers of
the same nawmes, to these. tero that trading
for furs with the Indiaas was begun which has
giuce mads the company 8o famous,

The period in the country’s history imme.
diately followjog this was distinguished for
its quarrcls between the Eoglish and Freach
traders. The Eoglish as we have secn came io
by way of the Hudson’s Bay while the Freach
came around the lakes from their towns in
what is now eastern Canada.

At oue time the Eaglish forts mentioned were
all in the hauds of the French who had taken
them by force from the Briush possessors. It
was oot long however till they werc all re-
tiken. In 1697 by the Treaty of Ryswick
these again passed to the French with the ex-
ceplion of Atbany. From thas time till the
Treaty of Utrecht the Eunglish trade was of &
desultory chacacter and was only noted for its
lack of organization and coergy. But after
this last treaty was consummated they became
possessors of all the lands and forts on the Bay
with the noderstanding that aubjects of other
countries were to be allowed the privilege of
going “*hy laud or sea vhithersoever they
pleased.

Naturally all there events had a tesdency to
attract attention to the countty and its
resources with the result that merchants of
castern Cavada and the mother countries began
to strive for a mouopoly of its trade. A vum-
ber of Moatceal wierchants formed a compavy
in 1731 for the purpose of scnding out traders.
The first expedition under their instruclions
was that of which M. Vereodry's and Pere
Messager were the leaders.  ‘They pro-
ceeded direct to Lake Superior, and from
thence over what is now kvown as the
awson route to the Like of the Waods, on
which they buile Fort St. Charles in 1732, Two
yeurs later we find them on the Winnipeg
River building Fort Manrapas and » littde later
at the forks of the Red and Assioiboine rivers
bmldiog Fort Rouge.  They must have trav
clied over the major portion of what isnow the
Province of Manitoba as they afterwards visit-
en Portage la Prairic, Lakes Dauphin and
Manitoba, and ecarly all the surrounding coun-
try. From there they went westward and
northward till they reschied the poiut on the
Saskatchewan where sow stands Fort a la
Corne, the establishment of which is attribuzed
to them.  This was the farthest point reached
by any of the F.ench natil after tho year 1763,

It was vot customary with the Hudson's Bay
Company at this titne te scad out traders, and
the Indiaus were in conscquence compelled
sometimes to travel long distances to the com.
pany's posts io order to dispose of theiv furs.
Some were known to como all the way from the
Athabasca and Peace River country.  Ia 1775
M. Frobisher cooceived the idea of intercepring
the Iadians on their way to.ho forts and ob-
tainiog the furs. This he did, and by the first

veuturo cleared $30,000. His idea was acted
upon by mauy of the Cinadian traders,
and vory ofton theywould go us far as tho Atha.
baska country in their effurts to get ahead of
rivals.  Of course this hud & bad effect on the
busineas of the Eaglish company and they were
not long in adoptiog the new plan. Iu a short
time it became the established mothod of trad-
ing, aud men could be fuund in almost every
part of this immenso couatry bartering with
tho Indiavs, '

But after a fow years of the petty jealousies
and quarrels, the oxtcome of this overy man-for-
himself way of daing business, the Canadians,
as the Freach and Americans were then called,
resolved to combine all their intecests and form’
a lnrge company, by which plen they could put
uo end to the quarreling and at the same time
put themselves on something like an equal foot-
ing with the Hudson’s Bay Company. It would
also enable them to systematize the traffic. The
company was formed without delay, and a
nawe adopted for it, which is familiar to every
Canaaian, the Northwest Trading Company.
After a few ruptures which at one time threat-
ened to destroy its usefulness, the new organiz.
ation got setiled down and began to work for
the mutual good. They made Fort William
on Thunder Bay their headquarters, and held
yeatly meotings of all the shareholders there.

Most naturally the anew phase in the situa.
tion did not please the older company, aud they
touk vo pains to conceal the fact. Their jeal.
ouey developed into open hostility which quite
often brought about fighting.

Prominent figures in the history of this
pericd were : Lord Seikirk ; Sir Alexaader
MacKenzie ; Miles Macdosell, who was Lord
Selkick's deputy ; Mr. Campbell, the North-
west Company's representative at the forks of
the Red and Assinniboine rivers, and Governor
Semple.  Lord Sclkirk was a strong Hudson’s
Bay Company supporter, in fact he held about
twa-fifths of the shares of that company, which
he had bought when the company was on the
verge of insolvency,through the mismanagement
of ity officials. He had very littlesympathy with
the fur zrade, though, his chicf ohject heing to
get a couteoling interest so that he might the
more firmly plant bis colonies of farmers.  He
very vhrewdly saw that this couatry had a
sreat future ahead of it, with which the fur
trade would have nothing to de, 01 accouant of
the richness aad fertility of its soil and its gen-
cral adaptability to farming.

In May, 1811, the stockholders of the Had-
sou's Bay Compaoy were called together and
informed thay the Governor and officials con.
sidered it advisable to grant Lord Sclkirk 116,-
000 tquare miles of what was supposed to bo
the Company’s territory, on conditions that he
esiablish thereon a colony. Thismeasure, after
mecting with great opposition was finally
passed, thus placiag his lordship ia active coa-
trol of a tract of country, the value of which is
to-day cstimated in billioss of dollars. The
bouadary of this land ran wesiward along la.
tude 53251’ from Lako Winnipeg to the Assin-
niboine river, theoco south to the height of:
land, east to tho soarce of Winnipeg River and
north alang its course and through the centre
of Lake Wianipeg to latitude 52 ©31" agsin.




