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Thoe early history ilf tlîat part et 'anadt.
-whicli titis te the, west and northwest of the
l4reat laite is a very ixîroresting Bul)jttct of
etudy for the thinking clauses cf its present
litiabltants, but utifortillitcly what ils knowic
of lIs eluly hi8tory is very naeagre-in details
and oîîly Icaveu us îvith ci tautali.ing dcsire
fur mucre. Unlike the chiler parts of the
contitient, this lias bacic witliout the si$llapliest

jformne of ehvitiatioln until within, tilt isr
century and a iralf. With only the s vide and
untututed Inîiios for lulhabitauts it coula net
bu uxpected that myuelh cato wiguld bu talion tu
chroniele the eventa of note that have talc.en
place provieus tIn tige cemiîîg oE the white arai.
No doti e ogin of seine cf those, old Indien
legeaide of which we oecaeionallyqet aspecinici,

*wus fl tire irost imnportanît epochs in tire hisroiy
of tiroir tribus, but t.hesc iii thia-r prceeat fornn
are tuffl fer hi-storicat purpases. Afttr thre
tiret visite of tilt wlîitemen. lîowever, we begin
to citel gll1npses9 of the passing evefit wilîich

*givo uis au impcrfect idea cf their rosi
nature.

The 'first authontic knowledge we have cf
whitoe vicitiaîg tige country ie cf a, trip which
wae made by two French gentlemno iamtd
Realdison aîid De Cresselier, in tilt year 1666,
wlîo rafler pasaing arotind L-ike Supenser,

ascendod the lCriitijicrossed te thre
Ra-iny River, andl followed ils course te the
Liice cf tire Woodls. Fom thcre thity pro-

cuedoui by tho Winnipocg River te the lake of
tîtat naine, acrosa it te tîze Nelson and on tu
tIku lludsolaîs 1i.ay. wiîst a woU(derfill trip
tlîey îîîaîst havo hall. If tlîcy ciould have knoirn
Oiat they werc on thie vcry outslaîrts cf the
richest of the wonlcl'ti grananica,. ai future
honte cf a iluliittud ni happy lieple, how
înuch munre interestedly thcy %would have
at.udied. tiroir alivroundings. 1rcviou te ti
titne, aithInuigh th-- Indaus rho drvclt on tire
shores of the Grtait .0zaei aici %vit wverc %voit
aulluainteal with the %vîcle cotittry iîad t5oma-

niia told of!l- jutc*.-.iri te tice feuvwhijteaîîi-aî
Wivir Wru vreturcbi'îmno <-nugir tu cAus the

iluiglity streteui-îs of lînritieva forcit aisd rocky
wilclerni-as ivhîeîî LiV Ittvecai tlic.si and
civilar.atiuti, ittirig wtt% ktiown cf a land tif

%rhivbprîss m biigs:ng in tue ten)gut
tif a bccru. t.f lialionZs.

Au a restait tf %% rl-îtni aîsi- îihlite t ivo
viîeil nasae te Eaîglicgh îaaerchanas on theit- re-
toril honte, a G;aiprain ;ilain fittd ou, in 1667
a veaal and ect un on al voyage cf dizicovcry.
Hou (crot dit d l .tlin's B.&y, ana front tircntc

saileil Routhward gu aliluost tlîe extrc:na cf
James Biy whclie crti-crs a river vvhjcl lie
namcd Prince Rupert's. On tii ha crezted a
amail fort Shortly attcrwvards ho rct.uriscd te
Englantl and lne doubt ivitis glowing accoiulîts
cf the ncw anal wonderfnl counry %villa ils
grcat inianal aa. At ny rate bc awvakeaîcd a
deep d"cire amung tire E nglish merchante ta
contre! tire ta-ade wirich; they savi would
itvitably aprin;g rp wxitii s eastand reiturce-
fnl country. Thoy applical te Charlts Il. for
a patent ivhich lac grantoal. This iras the
original lludaon'e Uay Co. Charter, %rbieh bore
thre date Nlay 2nd, 16;0. No soucner iras it

otbtainptl tlîau they began te iae pa-eparaticras
tu ocnpy tha eotintry. A govoruor natneal
Baiiay niais seul; eut widi a full eîîîîipmecnt of
supplies and instruciotis to halal forts an-
salvantageoue points iu whicll lte fîr' trading
coulal bu casrriu-d on. lie farst bul- Feras
Rupert andl Nelson, and b>' the year 16S6 ha
aalded Albany, Moose andl Severn, on niverd o!
the saine naices, te tiguse. litre thiat trading
for furs with tire Inrlians vas begun rvhiicb bas
elu:e miade tire Comupany se fadions.

The period ici tire enuntry's iistory marne-
diateiy following tues wus distinguiheal fer
it.i quar-cIe between the Englisir andl Frenchr
ta-adors. l'bc Eniglisi as vra have scen came iu
by nvay îmf the Hudson'e Bay a-bile ti Freneir
camne as-eun-d thre lakes freint hi- towns in
wlsaa iis nove aasten, Canadas.

At eue time the P iglisir forts mrentioneil wtt-e
aliai thre bnde of tire Fr-enchr Who hîall talion
thier by force froin tire Britishr pusSsors. It

wua nt lonig huniever tlt tlaey werc aIl t-
talzen. lu 1697 by tire Trcaty cf Ryswick
thesie agaits passeil tu tie Frencha witii lthe ex-
ceîption of Albanîy. Feo-i chiat tiane tilt the
Treuîy cf Utrcht tne Etiglisir traale ivas of a
de>ultry chaa-actcr andl w"a only noteal for use
latk cf organization aîîd cnos-gy. But afier
ibis ast tre:cty iras consniaimated tliey besatne
possessors cf aIl tire lande andl forte on tire Bay

i-i thes tindcrstandaig trat sn.jdects cf other
coiitaies worc e bc h allowed tire privilege of

geing '*Iîy tarud or da whidaersoever tira>
pleascal.

Natural>' ail the,-e eventa hiad a toucdency te
attraci attention tu the eountîy anal ita
reisou-ies na-ith tire ressaît that marchants cf
enstcra, CanLada andl tire muitiler counitries began
te %'trive fer a iîsoncpoly cf its traite. A iuan-
ber oif Mentreal, uîorehants fermoal a company
in 1 731 fer tire prîrpose of sanuhiig ont taitras.
Tire firai- expairiion uer tlîcir inîstructrions
roas that of wvhlch M. Vcrendryu ana l cru
Messager ivere the leadsers. They pro-
ceodeal direct tu Lake Supanior, andl frein
ticence orer vrliat is aîcw kua,îrs as tire
i:wsoa rouate te tire Labo of tIse Wa<ods, osa

wir-il tirey hliUt Fort St. Chartes in 1732. Tiro
ycusrs later wuc ibd ilîcin on tilt W'innipeg
River builinîg Fort Maîiraapas anal a litali- laier
ai tire feik of thc )toitl anda Aliginiboine rive.rs
building Font Rouîge. Thcy amust bave trav
elical ocrn tie mnajor port ion of rriat isnuow. thre
P'-rvince o! Mlanitoba ns the>'y trrrsrat
cii Portage la Prairie, Lakts Dctuplein anal
Marnitobas, and aenr' aIl thir srroaînding coun-
t-y. Fromt thure Uic>' irct wesîward anal
nea-thirard tilt lre>' rei-chced tire poinit on the
Sa&lkatcicwvan iere no imistas Fort a la
(;Orne. the c3aa'lislimcîiàt cf ici attiibuced
te thein. Thais ivas the fAnthest pojit rcaclaed
by any cf the F.cach tintil &ftar the ycar 170.

Itvn zot eistoaarary vith tire IHîid3on's Itay
Comipany nt tinis tiare ta et-nud oni ta-aders, and
tire Indhiens weca in conaquce ceaupelleal
somctianes tu travet, long distances tu tire coin-
pany's pestas ini orde- te diseec ci tir- fums
Sarne wrc kuacir Io coma ail tic rvay, frein tire
Athabasca sut- Police River co::ttryý In 177i
M. Frobishier coaeved tire iulca ofintercepting
tire Indiana on tiroir way to.air forts and nit-
tainirng tua fors. Titis bi asnd by tise fia-et
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venture ecarod $50,000. TES idra a a t
upDU by m-tuy cf thre Cbnîdian traders,

andl vos-y o! tan theywculd go us far- as tire Atha.
bigska countr-y iu tlicir elffrte te get aheal of
rivaie. 0! cmurse ibis hild a badi efect en the
business cf the Englisli cumpauy andl thay wera
flot long in adoptiog the new plan. lui a short
tinie il bucamte tire ostabliheino mthoal cf trad-
ing, alla mn could be fouina in aimost overy
part of th!s immense coruntry barteriig witlî
tire balisas.

flot after a few years of the petty joalqusies
andl quarreis,tlîo outcome cf this avery mnan-fur-
himmgecf way cf daing business, tho Canadians,
as tire Freo ndad Amea-icans were thon called.
resolvcd te cmbine ail thir itueteste andl forint
a large cotrpasy, by irbici plan thcy coutl put
iau eni te tlîa quarreling andl at the saine m
put theinselves on something like an cqual foot-
ing n-lt) tie Htialson's ]lsy Compamy. It woul.l
also cnable theng te, systentat[:e thre traffic. l'ho
coanpany was forineal withcnt delay, and a
naine aclopteil for it, irbicir is famniliar te cvea-y
Canaaian, tise Northwîest Tr-ading Company.
Af ter a fuw rupture8 which at one time thrcat-
oused te destroy, ils usefulneas, tire uew oa-gar.iz-
ation get sattîled ldown andl be.-an to work for
the mut-ual good. Thcy made Fort WVilliain
on Thunder Basy thoir heatlquartLe, and hcld
ycaily meetings cf ail thre sharciroiders there.

Most naturally tire uecw phase in the situa.
tion did not please thre cider uompany, and they
tok ni pains tu conceal tire fact. Tircir jeal-
cnay dt-vi-lIoped ite open hostility which quite,
citent bra-ught about figirting.

Prominent figures in the history cf this
pca-lod werc : Lord Se;kirk ; Sir Alexandr-

.%laceKauzie ; Miles Macalonell, who rvas Lord
Selkirk's deptrîy ; Ur. Campbell, thre Nor-th-
ircat Coinparty'e repro-«stative -nt tire forks c-f
thr, lvi ana Assinniboiiieg river, -cnci Governor

Saemp1e. Lorda Selkirl, was a strong litdson's
Bay' Company supporter, ini filt c hala about
tixo.lif th3 cf tic ahanes cf titat eompany, which
lic hat] hîuglat whli the colipany iras on the
verge cf iiisolve.lcy,lirrough tire nîiinganaguliîcnt

<ifit u1iij~.Ho laavery hitticsympathywiitir
tire for t-radte, thougli, his chie[ object licing tn
get a coittcoling iliterest se thit, lie miglit tire
nitore Vrmly plsint, lus colouite of fariera. le
very r.hrcwdly siw tirat iis ceuntry irad a
grcan future ahcad cf it, %vitir which tic fur
t-ada would have nothing te do, e-s account cf

tige ricies andl ferailizy cf !tas so it al its gen.
oral adaptability te, farming.

l% M&y, 1811, the stockholders, of the Hoal-
soua sBhay Company irera calleal together andl
infornncd that '.hs Governot andl offieisis con.
sitiereul it ;dvisable te grant Lo,,rd -Selkirk 110.-
000 tquare miles of what w"as uppoîcal tu bo
tire Comany' tera-itery, on conditions trial; ho
establisir thereon a cologny. This measure, after
neting iit great opposition was finaily
p=scd, thus placing Mis Iordship la aetive con-

ta-cl cf a tract of country, tie value e! wiricli is
te-day catianatcd in illio.rs of dollars Tire
bocuatdary of tii lad ran irestivard alcîig lati.
tude 53 5l' fs-cm Lake Winnipeg te the Anisi-
xiiboine river, thanco 4outh tu the hciglt cf.
land. oust te the sonu-ce of %Vinnipeg River and
north ahiaug its course andl through the centre
IofL"-e lVinnipog.to latitud M kàl agsin.


