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sct of mere visionarics, who appear to takeit for
granted that reason, coinmon sense, aud even
common decency, onght to have as little as possi-
ble to do with religious duties, just as if; becuuse
they a.e among the things generally speak-
mg, “highly esteemed among men,” they must
thercfore be 4 an abomination in the sightof God.”
More than once hiuve I heard allusions made to
such scriptural expressions as these, with the pro-
fessed view of justifying the grossest and most
indecent extravagancics by their acts of di-
vine worship. This poison of Arminianism too,
less or more mixes itselt'up with all their ideas of
christian doctrine ; and many of themare so igno-
rant, or 50 unsettled in their religious opinions,
that T know not what absurdity, be it ever so
monstrous, they may not by a little tact and man-
agement, be induced to assent to and receive.
Sabbath desecration is, in many instances, so com-
mon as to have almost ceased to be regarded as
criminal ; though Lam told it is much less gene-
ral than it was some yersago. More than a third
part of the population of this district, or about
7,000 individuzls arc unbaptized.

5. With the exception of Southwold and Yar-
mouth, the number of Presbyterians through-
out this district, is oxtremely small—scarcely
500 including both Scotcts and Irish of that de-
somination. The great bulk of the inhabitants
are Canadians and other Americans, whoare in
general either attachied to une ot other of the Me-
thodist bodies, or haveno religious denomination.
‘There arc aa great many Dulch sctticrs, espe-
ci‘a'l_ly'in Walsinghan and the contiguous town-
ships, who generally connect themaelves with the
Baptists. In the township of Walpole, there are
about 190 Scotch aud Irish Presbytenans ; about
70 in Simcoc, Victoria, Port Dover aud the vicimity
of these villages; abuut 30 inthe tonnshy of
Bayliam ; and probably 100 more scattered up and
down through the other towanslups, parucularly
Malalide and Houglton alung the ke shore.

6. The situation of the Preabytenans i respect
.to religious instruction and ordinances, is traly de-
Jplorable.  In several instances 1have met wath
persons who had not hicard serinon from a minister
of our church, for twelve, sixtecn, aighteen and
twenty years, except onone occasion some years
ago, whenthe Rev. Mfr. Bell was minong them. A
great many of their childeen are unbaptized.
They haveno other public meaus uf' grace than
thuse which arc wliurded by the occasional visits
of Mcthodist and Baplist preachars or eahorters,

whosc mode of expounding scripture; wnd of dis
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pens ng religious ordinances in general, they se
much dislike, that in most cases they prefer remain-
ing at home to uniting with them in acts of public
worship, ‘I'here are, asI have stated, only three
stations in the whole of this district, occupicd by
the Church of Lugland ; and except for the very
few individuals belonging to that bady, who are
scattered up and dumn the country, it would not
in all probabiiity greatly bnprove the moral and re-
ligious aspect of suciety here, were that number
trebled ; as many mdividuals, both of the natives
and of the old country settlers here, have repeat-
edly assured e, that among the people generally,
the forms of that church are extremely unpopular,
and that many would willingly comect themselves
witha Presbyterian congregation, were one formed
in their vicinity, who have long resisted all such
connection with the Lpiscopalians. The small-
ness ot their number, and the circumstauce of
their being so widely scattered, sceming to forbid
allhope of obtaining a settled minister, have hith-
erto prevented the Presbyterians within this dis-
trict, fromn giving practical evidence of those de-
sires which I belicve they have long and ardently
cherished on this subject.  But all of them with
whom T hiuve conversed, express their willingness
to aid the Presbvtery of Hamilton, to the utmost of
their power, in supporting a Missionary of our
church, should the Presbytery at any time have at
in their power to locate one among them.

7. If regard Le Lad eaclusively to the number
of Presbyterians it is manifest from the-preceding
stateiacnlsy that no opemug at present presents at-
self witlun these bounds fur o mibmster of our
church. If however any unportance can be attach-
cd to the opinion, once aml again expressed, of
several very indelligent and respectable Scotch-
men, long 1csident in these parts, there is sufficient
reason tu belicve that were a faithful minister of
our church once lacated in any of the now popu-
lous patls of the district, or fur example in Simcae
or Bayhaw, many adividoals of other denomna-
tious wauld gladly contribute to his support. 1
<o not thinh that fruta the Presbyterians aloneat
cach of these stations more could be obtained an-
wially Yor the maintenance of a minister than from
€30 to £10 currency.  The Presbyterians in Wal-
puley though much more numerous, could not, 1
am persuaded, aflord so much, as they are gener-
ally speaking, iu very straitened circumstance.

2. To supply the wants of the Preshyterian
population settled up and down within the bounds
of’ this Preshytery, ina satisfactory manner not
tewer than nine dssionazics would be necessney
viz, three to the castof tise Grand River, three be-




