
GLEANINGS.

exercises were conducted by eaeh of the
-four moderators. The Bey. Mfr. Olow, the
oldest Presbyterian Minister ini the co-
lony, -%vas chosen Moderator. The Basis
of Union, as given in our number for
May, vith slight Verbal aiterations, wus
read, and subscribed by ail the Ministers.
The ordinance of the Lord's Supper was
thon observed by the Ministers and Eiders
present, the Rev. Dr. Cairns, formerly of

Oupar, Fife, presiding. A public meet
ing wus heid in the evening, when a num-
ber of suitable addrt:,:ses were delivered.
Some Ministers, we believe, both of the

Free, and United Freshyterian Church,
have deciined joining. i t must be con-
fos8ed that a troublesome point pre8erlted
itsoif-the acceptance of S tate pay. We
understand it was arranged that nothing
should be received by the Churcx in ita
corporate capacity, but that individual
Congregations should be left at liberty
to act for theniselves in this inatter.
'l'fie united body is f&be calied the
PreEbytei-ian Ohurch of Victoria. The
Synod includes 54 Ministers, viz., of the
Scotch Kirk, 19, of the Free Ohureh, 26,
and of the U-. P. Church, 9~.

SUPPORT OP AGRD AND INFIIiM MINISTERS.
At the bite meeting of the Gongregational Union of England and Wales, the

Rev. Dr. Vatugbian xnovcd :-"ý That this assembiy, having, by the generous olter
of £1000 by the Rey. J. A. James, of Birmingham, hiad its attention directedl to
the importance of forming a fund to enable %,ged ministers to retire when incapa-
citated for diseharging the duties of the pastorate, is of opinion that immediate
stops shouid be taken to raise a further sum of not less than. £4000, to, coustitute
the basis of sueh an institution, and directs that it be referred to the committee
appointcd at Halifax, to carry the ob)ject into effect, and to agree upon the neces-
sary details.'

He exprcssed his sense of shame and sorrow at the small stipends of mauy of
the ministers, and the condition to whitohI many of them were driven when they
came to be old. Hie couteuded too, that the lamentation often uttered about the
want of young men of superior position in life, and of first-rate education, in their
colieges and puipits, mniglit be traced in a large measure to the inadequate support
çvhieli Noneonforinist ministers received. The 11ev. Josiali Bull seconded the reso-
lution. Mr. Smith explained that if' soinething was not donc by way of raising
the £4000 before October next, Mr'. James would devote bis £1000 to some local
object.

BSEGINNINGOP0 TIHE AMERIcAN BOARD 0F MISSIONS.

An interesting faet was reiated at tixe recent meeting of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian chureli 0. S. at Indianapolis, by Mr. 0. A. Spring of Illinois, a
brother of Rev. Dr. Spring of Newv York-, respecting the beginning of the work of
Foreign Missions hy the churehes of this country. lie stated. that Wheu lie was a
child, bis father aud -Rev. Dr. Worcester were riding together through the Woods
of Dedhani, Mass, and whiie taiking of the conditioneof the perishing heathen, and
of the commaud to preaehi the gospel to every creature, thecir hearts becanie so fuit
that they feit constrained to stop and pray. Aliglxting from their carrnage, they
went into the deep foreist, and benenth the shadow of an Oak, poured out their
heurts in prayer to God. They immediately feit a desire to go to, %vork in the
matter, and accordingly directedl their course at once to Boston, gatbered together
a group of carnest Christian men. told thein their feelings and tailked and prayed
with theni. Before they left the city, the steps were taken whiehi resulted in the
formation o? the Amierican Board, Thus laying the foundation of that noble insti-
tution which God has employed to carry the gospel to so many of the dark portions
of the carth.


