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«  The City of Winnipeg.

Although the Hudson's Bay Comjany have
“iad a post ot Fort Garry, in the southern part
wf the city, since the year 1812, the history of

- Winnipeg as a town dates back oaly to 1570,

when Sir Garnee Wolseley crusuned the Riel

O'Donahue rebellion, In the spring of that
year the burincss places in the village of Fort
Garry numbered eighteen, and the total build-
inga vutside of the fort, twenty-cight, while the
census returns ja the 1all showed a total popu.
ation of 215 outside of the military stotioned
in the placo. The manufuacturing institutions
were a tanuery and a haracss si:op, From this
year forward it became a fixed belief among tae
people of the place thut it was going to advance
to a city of somo importance in a comparatively
small number of years, and that Manitcba was
destined to be a rich, populous and prospecous
Province. Faith in the place soon spread to the
east,and in the fall of 1872 the Merchants'
Bank established the first branch of a chartered

" bank, u1d from this onward eastein capital be-

gun to bo freely invested in the town and Pro-
vince.

It is not necessaiy for us to follow muinutely
tko additions of new industries to the city dur-
ing the next few years. Sufficient to say that
Winnipeg's industrial progress was steady, al-
though not rapid, and in 1874, the year in which
the city was incorporated, the number of build-
iags within her limits was ovec nine hundred,
twenty seven of which were occupied by manu-
facturing industries, over one hundred by mer-
cantile concerns, and the balance as office.,
hotels, hourding L:ouser, dwellingsand so forth.
The population of the city was about turec
thousand seven hundred, und the value of pro-
perty assessed within its imits 2,076,018,

Notwithstandiug the terrible convulsions that
shovk the who'e monetary system of America
and Ewope during the yeacs 1873 and 1874, the
year of 1875 opened with bright prospects for
the city of Winnipegand the Province of Muni-
toba. True it is that forcign capital did not
come freoly to assist in their development dur-
ing that year and 1876, brt the resideuts of tho
city were now convinced that it had a great
future,and showed that thcy had enterpiisc
anough to give matarial aid in the great work.
The ucmbey of uew enterprises wero not so

numerovs as during 1874, but older business
men were fast sdding to their trade. The mnost
vilueble addition to the machinery of business
was the establishment of the Oata.io Baak
branch  The Red River had five passenger and
three freight steaboats plying upon it, whe ¢

4s only one made occasional trips fiva years pre-
viously. The work of city improvement had
zlso heen going or apace  That summer a new
rity Lall had been crected, and other corpora:
tion expeaditures added to the prico of its con-
struction, made a total of nearly $90,000. The
value of the importsat the po-t of Winnipeg for
the year ending June 30th, 1873, not includivg
goorls from Canada, was $1,248,309; the ex

ports {ar the same poriod were valued for §588,

958 and the duties collected §171,430.56. The
valve of assessed property was $2,762,414, and
the population of the city aumbered about
5,000.

In 1876 tie city's progress in commercial and
iudusteial affairs was steady, and that year two
flouring mills were constructed which had an
aggregate capacity of nearly 400 barrels a day.
The popuiation made material gain, and the
value of property assessed that year was 83,-
031,583,

In the year 1877 the first determined efforts
for railway communication with the castern
world and through the Province were made,
and as carly as Febraary of that year the citi-
zens offered a Loous of §200,000 to any com-
sany that would construct a railway from the
city to the western  boundary of the Piovince,
Lul it was not until vear the close of the fol-
luwing year that the St. Vincent branch of the
C.I.R. cunucetivg with the st. Paal, Minnea.
polis & Maunitoba Railway at that aity was com-
pleted, and through rail communication to the
castein portion of the continent secured. That
year the population of the city increased to
about 6,300, tho valae of property to a little
over $3,000,000. Tho tax recripts amounted to
$67,475.65, cnd  the civic expenditure to §55,-
569.07.

In 1879 progress was very rapid, owing to the
fmpetus which railway communicution gavo to
business, and by the closo of the ycar the popu-
lation had incrcased to 8,000, and the valuc of
assessed property 0 §3,415,005.

During 1880 the city’s progress wus unusual-

ly rapid, and her population iucreased with
amazing rapidity being, at least, 12,000 by mid-
sammer, while the salvation of asscssed pro-
perty was fiaed at §4,006,160. By ‘le close of
the year railway couanunication was completo
to Rat Portage un the east aud Purtagela Prai-
ric on the west.

With the year 1851 the famous Winnipeg
boom set in, and thy state of inflativn reached
before its close can be better cemembered by
those who were resident here, than described
now that it is past. There can Le no Jdoubt, but
the city and surrounding country made during
that year unprecedented progress of a lasting

[ description, and the influx of actual settlers

who had come to remain in the Northwest, and
grow up with it, was immeasurably g.eater
than that of any preceding year. The boom,
therefore, although carried to the 1108t crazy
excess, was not o bubble without substance.
The encrgetic manaer which the new C.I.R.

Syndicate commenced the work of railway ex-
tension, which up to that yeat had been carried
on in a half hearted and irresolute manner by
the Dominion Govermuent, gave an impetus to
the boom, und in a few wonths inflation was at
its height, and permeated every hrauch of busi-
ness mose or less.  Prices of goods ia mercan

tile lires were inflated as well as real estate,
and meney seemed %o purchase very little of
anything. Before the close of the year the
city’s population had veachcd nca-ly 20,000,
some 5,000 of wrich were floating idlers attract-
ed by the speculative mania.

An index to the elonmous increasc in the
gereral business of the city is to Le found in
the following statistics, which we take from a
work published eurly iu 1882, eutitled **Win-
nipeg and her Industrics.”

Chartered bank branches in city, 9; Loan com.
panies duing busivess, S ; Manufactu.mg coa-
cerns, 39 ; Wholesale wercantile concerns, 50;
Retail, 170; Miscelianeons trading, 104.

Volume of wholesale trade, 1881....$6,236,000
Volume of retail vrade, 1881..... 5,908,000
Manufacturing, includicg trades-

wen, 1881...... . ceetanes veeens 6,676,000
Miscellanecous, 1881, ...ccveennn.nn. 1, 1300 00,000
Estimated loans at closc of 1881. ... 4, 900 000

Although with the opening of 1652 the infla-
tion in real estate collapsed, thas year was by



