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THE CRITIC.

——

officials Leing at liberty to have gouus appraised when in their judgment the
invoice valuativn is false. This opens t{u. dvor for favoritism and decep

tion, If a customs' official accepts the invuice valuation as correct, guods
may be entered at or below their true value, and on the other Liand, if they
are appraised, the valuaton sct on them may be below or abuve their cust
in the forcign matket.  The question of how to determine the duty to be
charged upon goods is by 10 means easy of solution, but wore this the only
knotty point tu be dealt with we might hope to seu it satisfactorily dispused
of ; unfortunately the system of undervaluation i inveicing guods has been
carried to such an extent that customs’ detectives have to be employed in
order to protect the revenue and punish fraud.  However regrettable the
adoption of such a method of discovering frauds way be, it could be
tolerated as a necessary evil were it not that it opens wide the door for
corryption and fraudulent compromises. The Sccret Customs' Agent, when
he discovers that guuds have Leen entered Lelow their true valuation, is
authorized to deal as he thinks best with the impuitetr, Lie may collect from
him the full amount of the customs’ dues, ur may comprowise with Lim for
a smaller sum.  When the latter expedient is resorted to, the honest
importer stands at a manifest disadvantage, and' it should Le the first aim of
the guvernment to see to it that unjust cumprumises are no longer alluwed.
Importers should be lable in all cases fgr the full duty upon the gouds
brought into the country, and the fact that by fraudusent entry they had for
a time escaped the payment of the full customs’ charge, should not entitle
them to compromise with the customs' detective fur less than the amount

honestly due.
——el- e

A BIRD IN THE HAND.

If the wide awake Americaus had widc-awake legislators Cansda would
not have been shut out - from the Intermativnal Tiade Conventiva of tie
new world, which is shortly to mect in Washington, it may suit Scnator
Frye and statesmen of that ilk to ignore Canadian trade as they do Caua-
dian fishery rights, but the goud comnmon sense of the business community
of the United States will, we think, scarcely endosse the policy of ignoring
a good custumer while we scarch for new vnes.  The trade of the Dumirion
is worth to the United States ncarly as much as that of Mexico, Brazil, and
all the republics of Central wnd South America combined, and saviag Gieat
Britain, Canada purchases fiown the Republic mure in proportion to her
population than any other country in the world.  Commerclal men are well
aware of these facts, but Amarican politicians appear to have quite over-
looked them.  Canada is prepared to grant to the Ubited States far greater
trade privileges than any of the Suutharn republics ate likely o agree 1o,
and yct Congress has thrown aside that which is within its rcach, and is
endeavoring to grasp a will o’ the wisp. A bird in the hand is worth wo
in the bush.”

—_——cee
NEW ZEALAND.

The full account of the terrible volcanic disturbance, #hich took place
in New Zealand on the morning of the roth of June, shows the cruption to
have been of a niuch more scrivus character than was indicated by the
meagre telegrams 2t first received. New Zealand i on the line of the
greatest volcanic band exant, stretching frum near the Arctic ciidle at
Behring’s Straits to the Antartic circle at South Victoria, which includes
at least haif of the active vents on the glube. The New Britain, Solomon
Islands, Now Hebrides, and Fricidly Ilawnds, belong to the same great Lelt.
In the Northern Island there has alway s cxisted one or more active volean
o¢s, but according 1o the traditivns of the Mactis, or natives, no great
outbreak, such as that which has just taken place, Gas oceurred for at least
one thousand years.  Geolugists have lung regarded New Zealand as one of
the most intetesting couniries in the world, and Dr. Thompsun truthfully
remarked that jt formed an “admirable guological school.” * There
travellers may see the furm of Vesuvius, the dome shaped summits of
Auvergne, the elevated craters of Caracas, and the goysers of Iceland.”

_The disturbed district covers an arca of abut 7000 square miles, the central

int in which is Mount Tarawera, from the summit of which fire, stcam,
smoke, hot ashes, and multen rocks were Uelched forth in such quantity that
in villages twenty miles distant the ground has been covered with wud and
ashes to the depth of from 10 to 15 feet. The loss of life, which, taking
the average of estimates, was about yo persons, was chicfly confined to the
native population, there being comparatively few DBrituis resident in the
locality. The cvents of the 1oth uit. will tend to check the rapid growth
of one of the most prosperous colonies in the British Empire.  New Zealand
has, at her own expense, put down and kept in subjection ‘he warlike
Maoris, who are the findst type of savages found on the isles of the Pacific;
and through the excrtions of her government has tirned to her shores a
steady stream of emigration frum the mother cuuntry, so that in 14 yeors
the population has doubled, numbering to-dav, inclading Mautis, not less
than 6oo,coo persons.  Her people have with case bome the comparatively
large public debt of $150,000,000, and raised through customs and excise
daties a revenue of §20,000,000 annually. The colony, which consists of
three large and several smaller islands, is about twice the size of the Mari-
time Provinces. The soil and climate are admirably adapted for agricul:
tural pursuits, and the mines of gold, iron, and copper, are regarded as the
best in the world.  Of course there are in the Islands wany wide stretches
of cultivable land fir removed from the dangers of voleanic disturoances,
but like to Iialy, many of the most favored situations are hard by sleeping
volcanoes, and the inhabitants, like those of Pompeii of old, pursue their
daily avocations without fear of what might be. Miss Olive, of Carleton,
N. B, after describing the late volcanic eruption, says : —

“There are hot springs within a fow milcs of Auckland city, and accord-

'ing to the Maoris there have been some filled up or dried away in whay

—

almost the heart of the town. There are no less than sixty-three iy
volcanic cones in and arouad the city within a radius of ten nnles. 4
Yonion of the city, including part of the main street, public library, Aipe
Yatk, Government House, Supreme Court, St Paul’s Churoh, Jewish Syna
gogue, the principal club, and a number of residences are built over e
cra.cr and slopes of an extinct volcano,”

The recent Jdisaster will have the effect of making the timorous Alung
the citizens of Auckland far from happy in the kaowledge that they g
liable to suffer similar volcanic disturbances.
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COMPETITION IN SHIPPING.

We frequently hear it stated that the day of the wooden ship has forerer
gone, aud that fur ucean casriage the irun steamer has such a prepoadeiaing
advantage that it is useless (o place the wooden ship in competiwon wap
her. Atthe first blush, such o statement would appeac to be tue, vu
way not the wouden stipuwner and builder find a gleamn of hope even
the present depressed state of the carrying trade? We may not, anu te-
tainly will not, again realize he handsome profits made upun shippiug
before the advent of iron steamers, but there is no goud reasun why i e
near future the owners of wouden ships slouid not receive a fair percentage
fur the capital invested.  The large profits made in previous yeass, buw
by the owners of iron and wooden ships, induced the builders of bot,
these classes of vessels to go on constructing new shins even when the
competition had cut down freights to a very narrow margin of profit, sy
that the ocear carrying capacily soon far exceeded the demand. Dut if
wooden shipewners have suffered from the decling in freights the uwieis vl
iron stecamers have not escaped without luss, as the following repurt Lo
varior British companios, which we cull frum the Lundun F'vot, civany
indicates :—

“Last week the directors of the Ruyal Mail Steamship Couipain
announced their nability to declare any dividend whatever fur the seeand
half of the year 1885. The Gol. shates of that company have fallen Lo
40, the 1cl. shares of the Cunard Compauy are quoted 2! ; the 15/, shaies
of the General Steam Navigation Cuinpany are at 7 ; the 5l shares of tue
Merchant Shipping Cumpany are .3, the 10l shares of the Nativoal Sieun
ship are 2; the 20l shares of the Union Steam are 143, the ol sliates of
the Royal Exchange Company are below 1.”

These ropourts cannot fail to check iron ship building, and thus ad
diminishing the available veean carrigge.  Another fact which shouli I
cucouraging to the owners of wouden ships is, that iroa vessels, which we
mure costly in the outset, are much less durable than weil-cunstiucted
wooden ships, and that when laid up in port for any time from lack of
freight they quickly deteriorate in value,

————— - ————— -

THE MODERN DAILY NEWSPAPER.

The business men of New Ycrk, to whom the press of that city owe
s0 tnuch, are beginning to cry out aguiast the modern newspaper, and we
imagiue if the professivnal and intelligent classes were to speak theic minds
upoun the subject, thoy wouid condema such papers qaite as emphaticaily a
do mereantile men. A New York despateh to the Washingion Vot ds
cussing the cunditivn of fisance and trade, speaks of the general discuntent
amongst merchants and business men concerning the course of the pics.
The correspondent had interviewed a. large number of merchants and
Lankers, and reduces the many expressions obtained fr.m them to ths . -

* It 1s almust disgusting to read the New York nowspapers of the e
sent. They seem to be writen for the cruninal classes, dudes, Anarchnb,
and the puthouse politicians of both partics. When the Presideat wa
marricd some of them printed half a page and others two pages, g
bogus lescrijtions of an event which no reporter wrtnessed.  When he and
his w_ ¢ went away from Washiugton into Maryland mountains they scut
their ~rresnundents after the couple on a special train,  The repuren,
according o their own accounts, were compelied to live on the railway .
Except on vae vccasion, they were never innde the President's cotage, 4ud
yet they sent, the Limes says, 400,000 words by telegraph in the fivs dyy.
and a half of Cleveland's stay there.  Threc fourths of ail this stufl wust
have been pure fiction —no inore fact in it than 1n a dims novel.” .

We think the business men are in a measure responsible for the preszat
low standard of joutnalism. ‘They imagine that thuse advertisomonis psy
best which aré insened in papers supposed to have a very large circulalion,
but this idea is not always curcect. A paper may Ly pandering to the
ignorant classes, and by inserting in its columus that which is not fit fora
refined and educated person to read, secure and retain a large circulaton,
but it is scidom that the advertiser wishes to attract the attentivn of the
subscribers to such a newspaper, and he merely endeavors to make yp by
quantity that which is lacking in quality. If busincss men deplore the,
sensational journalism of the day, they have the remedy in their own haads
No newspaper can exist witnout their support, ang if they truly desire to
raise the standard of the press they should refrain from patronizing joutnals
of the baset sort. Some poople appear to take del.ght in perusing the
columns of a_ncwspaper when these teem with the minutest and most
repulsive details of murders and other ceimes, but we venture the opaion,
ard wo believe the intelligence of the country will support us in the same,
that such matter should be excluded f.um all fiest-class commerciat or family
papers, and that its general publicativa has done more to lower the tone of
the press than cven the bitter political warfare which is kept up by pueels
party journals. .




